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INTRODUCTION

NAMO TASSA BHAGAVATO ARAHATO SAMMA SAMBUDDHASSA

VENERATION TO HIM, THE MOST EXALTED, THE PURIFIED,
THE SUPREMELY ENLIGHTENED ONE.

The Dhamma taught to all beings
by the Omniscient Buddha was
arranged, classified and recited at
the First Great Council held at
Rajagaha four months after His
Maha-parinibbana, at the Second
Great Council held at Vesali in
100 B.E., at the Third Great Council
at Pataliputta in 235 B.E, at the
Fourth Great Council at Ceylon
circa 450 B.E. and at the Fifth Great
Council at Mandalay in Burma in
2415 B.E.; and now again, as
decided by the five Theravadin
countries of Burma, Thailand,
Ceylon, Cambodia and Laos, and to
satisfy the following conditions :

(1) To revise the Texts which
contain some mis-spellings
and omissions due to
repeatedly copying the Five
Nikayas ;

(2) To print these edited Pitakas
in books, to recite them at
the Sixth Great Buddhist
Council, and to distribute
them all over the world
with the object of preserv-
ing the Dhamma; and

(3) To enable the Union of
Burma, in co-operation and
collaboration  with  all
Buddhist countries
to promote the Buddha
Sasana.

2473 Bhikkhus from the Union of
Burma, 144 Bhikkhus from other
Buddhist countries and many repre-
sentatives from various countries of
the world celebrated the 3-Day
Opening Ceremony of the Chattha
Sangayana at the Maha Pasana
Guha (the Great Sacred Cave)
commencing on the Visakha Day of
2498 B.E. (17th May 1954 C.E.).
The Chattha Sangayand will
terminate on the Visikhd Day of
2500 B.E. (May 1956 C.E.). To
commemorate this and for the benefit
of posterity, we pubiish an Album
containing  the Messages and
Addresses delivered at the first five
Sessions which have now concluded
together with relevant photographs.

Union Buddha Sasana Council,
Yegu, Rangoon,
Union of Burma.
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The Maha Pasana Guha (The Great Sacred Cave) wherein the
Chattha Sangayana Proceedings are being held



. -] 20 O <, < o o ¢ = <, <o,
aog:»n Uof‘) ammmoqm qU)f-GOD’) JjOOﬂU_{ Q)O)C!tatp m‘mo.s’l cmpc.cmac[—g.opx

The Hostels in which the 2,500 Chattha Sangayana Sangiti-Karaka
Mahatheras and Theras are accommodated



esgadclosn eumdegomE g&Y
[05:8 [geSec0aéq esm 296900
<t o ¢ _coc
oabeepod[eadd 0§dcd 56D
cm)5m505 0805 630
C_ o
elgcaq

Some of the two hundred thousand
pilgrims who gathered in the rain
outside the Great Cave to listen
to the broadcasts of the first day’s
Opening Proceedings
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The fortunate few who obtained
Passes to witness the Opening
Proceedings inside the Great Cave,
entering it from the Southern
Entrance
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A section of the pilgrims who could not

0 inside the Great Cave, but took shelter

the rest houses around it to listen to

the broadcasts of the Chattha Sangdyand
Opening Proceedings
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Hon'ble U Win, Minister for

Religious Affairs welcoming the

Dignitaries and Foreign Guests at

the Eastern Entrance of the Great
Sacred Cave
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The H ble Prime Mini of the
Union of Burma and Mrs. Nu entering the
Great Sacred Cave
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Receiving the di ished guests at an

entrance “of the Great Cave, Hon’ble U Win

is seen welcoming one of 'the distinguished
visitors, Madame Vijayalakshmi Pandit.




¢ _0Ce <

@éemoéq [g5028Ece05 wum(od: saguurs Bdozey magemnraeqopdey eslasmroBiasps odah

cr-e co
OGO')’)@ZGQOJC:Q
D i F 3]

2Q O e c ] c_¢ c s
CD(“O’)(T)’)C](Y) G’B%CBO}G‘J’):&‘O:‘:}L c\)m:nkoa‘jgj SDGC\):E):(‘D? OCGC’P(‘D(\)’)L{

H.E. Agga Maha Thiri Thudamma, Agga Maha Thray Sithu Dr. Ba U paying his deepest respects to the Sangiti-karaka Bhikkhus
while entering the Glorious Cave
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H.E. the President of the Union of Burma taking his place of honour
at the head of the lay assemblage



(o) §ccc03§ o ngsadlﬁ s :agg}oalog 08:3¢ (p) 8Ece
§[5_'5°al”o mgmmqo&sm B:8§1000C03 BdenoeonS mq

(sgenft w433)
( ) §CCGO)’J USCD'.)Q).?’.)Q?U BmC@ 3)03

0-

(- =
ﬂc@coup.ma LA
(Front row right to left)
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Attitudes of Devotion

Prime Minister U Nu, Thado Thiri Thudhamma Sir U Thwin, President of the Union Buddha Sasana Council, and 4gga Maha Thray Sithu U Thein
Maung, Chief justice of the Union and Vice-President of the Union Buddha Sasana Council, paying their deep respects to the venerable Mahatheras
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Madame Vijayalakshmi Pandit
and some of the prominent ladies
of Burma’'and abroad
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Some of the prominent ladies of

Burma and abroad occupying

seats on-the right wing of the
Assembly Hall

13




c T < c
wledl emySe0620 [gfud
=3 c Qo C OCe
Boogéaoep[i3e 2:5€ &Ecfary
266 [ewd Beogceya:
20lmol (dasgemS(nfemaé
C c '(E c O
D) ofeqpm @PBE?C?E

o
[>levl) C\R(I?(T)OO)G)CS jeb}

Buddhist nuns of Burma, Cam-
bodia, Nepal, Thailand, Vietnam,
and other lay devotees at the
Opening Ceremonies of the
Chattha Sangiyand
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Some Sangiti-karaka Mahatheras

occupying seats on the dais on

both flanks of the middle of the

Assembly Hall; on the floor are

some lay devotees both from
Burma and abroad
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A section of the Theras and Mahatheras accupying seats on the dais marked (A) (in Burmese, Ka-gyi)
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Some of the Agga Maha Pandita Mahatheras occupying seats of honour on the highest level of the balcony on the northern
flank of the Assembly Hall
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The Venerable Bhaddanta Niga-
vamsa (Bagaya Sayadaw),
Honorary  Secretary of  the
Bharanittharaka Sabha (Supreme
Sangha Council), speaking in
Pali and Burmese, acted as the
Master of the ceremony and
announced the opening of the
Chattha Sangdyana at twelve and
a half minutes past noon, on the
Full moon of Kason 1316
Burmese Era (2498 B.E.)
(Signal by ten strokes of gongs)
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Ven. Bhaddanta Visuddha, Joint-
Secretary of the Bharanittharaka
Sabha ( Supreme Sangha
Council ) requesting  the 90
years old Venerable Ma-ngay
Sayadaw, Bhaddanta  Vanna
Mahathera to act as the tem-
porary Sanghaniyaka of the
Congregation and to propose to
the Sangiyand the name of the
Venerable Abhi Dhaja  Maha
Rattha Guru Bhaddanta Revata,
Nyaungyan Sayadaw as the
Presiding  Mahdthera  of the
Sangiyand
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I'he Sangiti-karaka Bhikkhus occupying scats inside the Great Cave
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The Bhikkhus and the lay devo-
tees showing their deep venera-
tion when the elected Sangha-
nayaka accompanied by the
Venerable Hanthawaddy Sayadaw
and the Venerable Bagaya
Sayadaw, assumed his seat on
the special dais known as
Therasana
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The Venerable Nyaungyan
Sayadaw occupying his seat on
the Therasana
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Ven’ble Bhaddanta Pandita ( Anisakhan Sayadaw ) reading the Thuti Vedalla Gathas, ( verses in praise of the Chattha Sangayana )
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VERSES OF ADORATION READ BY THE VENERABLE
ANISAKHAN SAYADAW

(Translated into English by U Hla Maung, B.A.)

1. Therakamsvasabha Maramma
rathe saraja rdjite;
saddhamathitiya Chattha
Sangitiyatthapidake.

Most respectfully, Bhante. In order that
the Buddha Sisana may endure for another
2,500 years in our democratic country of the
Union of Burma, which is noted all over the
world as a country where the rays of the
84,000 Units of Dhamma are still shining
brightly, the virtuous Mahatheras from
all Theravadin countries, who are also well
versed in the Tipitaka, have, in co-operation,
in collaboration, and in harmony accom-
plished all the preliminaries for the r sion
of the Pili Texts, the essentials of Buddhism,
and their Burmese translations, to be recited
at this Great International Sixth Buddhist
Council.

2. Kassapadyanupekkhanta
disvd sasanupaddavam;
yatha sangiti kiccehi
jotesu mani vattita.

3. Tatheva Sasanam haya
manam nopyanudassino;
samujjo-tema tam buddha
samitiyupathambhita.

Just as the Elders of former days, Arahant
Kassapa, Arahant Yasa, and Arahant
Moggalli-putta Tissa of India, Arahant
Rakkhita of Ceylon, and the learned
Mahiatheras of Mandalay, full of energy,
treating the recension of the Texts
as a matter of vital importance, had the
Texts arranged, classified and recited when-
ever they saw dangers arising against the
Buddha Sasana; and with the ardent support

of the then Rulers had convened the five
previous Sangayanas at the Fourth of which
the Texts were reduced to writing, and in
the Fifth of which they were inscribed on
marble slabs; we, the spiritual descendants
of Arahant Kassapa, who had set an example
to us by his leadership in the holding of the
First Great Council, having decided that it
is meet and proper for us to uplift the
Sasana zealously by revising the Texts com-
prising the five Nikdyas of the Tipitaka (and
as all the preliminary preparations for the
holding of the Chattha Sangdyana with
finance and manpower at its command have
been made by the Union Buddha Sisana
Council coupled with the generous support
of the public) have, without regard of praise
or blame, striven our best to accomplish all
the preparations for the holding of this
Sangayana and will now be able to honour
the Buddha Sasana (which has been showing
signs of fading), in such a way that its lustre
will become brighter and brighter for another
2,500 years.

4. Abbhagatosi no Chattha
Sangiti samayo tvayam;
tasma nimmita pasana
guhaya vivaramidam.

Most respectfully, Bhante. As it is now a
felicitous and opportune time for your
venerable selves to commence the Proceed-
ings of this epoch-making Chattha Sanga-
yana, therefore let us, the Theravadin Sangiti-
karaka Bhikkhus from Burma and abroad,
commence the Opening Proceedings of the
Chattha Sangdyanad at this Maha Pasiana
Guha (the Glorious Great Cave) on this
Visakha Day of 2498 B.E. at 12 and a half
minutes past noon.
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VERSES OF ADORATION BY PATAMAGYAW DHAMMACARIYA U SAING GYAW,
EXECUTIVE OFFICER OF THE UNION BUDDHA SASANA COUNCIL

1. Nekappabhasuraiijita

Sabbaraianasailjite
Nekagandhappavayita
Gandhamadanapabbate
Ahosimsamitipubbe
Pasanaguhapabbate.

As there had been an assembly of Silent
Buddhas in days of yore on the Gandha-

ad M in which abounded with
seven kinds of precious jewels and fragrant
flora, 2,500 Sangiti-karaka Bhikkhus have
now assembled to celebrate the Opening
Ceremony of the Chattha Sangiyani to
be held at the Maha Pasina Guha (Great
Sacred Cave)—a massive rock structure
which may be compared to the Gandha-
madana Mountain.

2. Chattha—saigitiadicco
Udayanto mahitalam
Sasanassa ca lokassa
Ciram tifthim sukhdavaham.

Just as the Sun with its radiant lustre rises
at the eastern horizon, the Chaytha Sanga-
yand where the revised Texts are to be

recited has appeared. May the Buddha
Sasana endure for another 2,500 years and
enable the worldlings to attain the Happy
Course of Existence and finally Nibbina.

3. Mayaiica dhammacaraca
Raja no sukha medhagi
Sabbarattha jayapatta
Sabbaiccasu piraya
Ahosi safgiti maha
Sabbaloka parayana.

May the people of the Union of Burma,
all lay devotees and the Government of the
Union of Burma who are acting as righteous
Promoters of the Buddha Sisana be endowed
with all . 1ds of Blessings and be undis-
turbed by internal troubles and foreign
aggression. The Chattha Sangayanid is
indeed the Refuge of men, Devas and
Brahmas, because the Tipitaka is eminently
precious, the Sacred Cave is also magnifi-
cent, and the number of Sangiti-kiraka
Bhikkhus is also very great. The cetand
originated from the preparations for the
holding of this Chattha Sangayana is really
incomparable.
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Wunna Kyaw Htin U Saing Gyaw, Executive Officer of the Union Buddha Sasana Council, reading the Thuti-Vedalia Gathas ( verses in praise of the
Chattha Sangayana )
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Hon’ble U Win, Minister for Religious Affairs and National Planning, reading an address of adoration
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AN ADDRESS OF PRAISE READ BY THE HONOURABLE U WIN, MINISTER FOR
RELIGIOUS AFFAIRS AND NATIONAL PLANNING AT THE OPENING
CEREMONY OF THE CHATTHA SANGAYANA HELD ON THE
VISAKHA DAY OF 2498 B.E.

Paraphrased by U Hla Maung, B.A.
(Mixed Prose and Poetry in Burmese)

May the Buddha-Dhamma remain for
long!
Venerable Bhante, Ladies and Gentlemen,

The most Exalted, the Purificd, the Omni-
scient, the Perfected, the Supremely Enlight-
ened Buddha, after preaching various
Discourses on the Dhamma during His
Teaching of 45 years and on the verge of
His  Mahd-parinibbina declared: ** The
Dhamma and Discipline, Ananda, which |
have taught and enjoined upon you is to be
your teacher when | am gone™. The
Dhamma taught by Him comprises three by
way of Pitakas, five by way of Nikiyas, and
cighty-four thousand by way of Units of
Dhamma.

Immediately after the Mahi-parinibbina
of the Omniscient Buddha, owing to the
objectionable and heretic views advanced by
one Subhadda, who had joined the Order in
his old age, the five hundred Arahants
under the leadership of the Venerable Maha
Kassapa and with the support of King
Ajatasattu held the First Great Council in
Rijagaha to recite, classify and arrange all
the Teachings of the Buddha.

A century after the Maha-parinibbina
of the FExalted One, the Vajjiputtaka
bhikkhus of Vesili promulgated ten materia-
listic points. This amounted to, a relaxing
of the Rules, and the seven hundred
Arahants under the leadership of the
Vencrable Yasa and with the support of
King Kalasoka held the Second Great
Council to recite, classify and arrange all the
Teachings of the Buddha. Two hundred
and thirty-five years after the Buddha's
Maha-parinibbana, in order to purge the
Sasana of materialist elements introduced by
a large body of heretics, the one thousand
Arahants under the lcadcrslup of the Ven-
erable Elder Moggali-putta_Tissa and with
the support of Emperor Asoka held the

Third Great Council to recite, classify and
arrange all the Teachings of the Buddha.
In Ceylon, about four hundred and fifty
years after the Mahd-parinibbina of the
Buddha, their great culture being threat-
ened by the growing world materialism
and the decline of mankind with wars and
famme, five hundred Arahants under
the leadership of the Vencrable Mahithera
Rakkhita and with the support of King
Vuttagimani held the Fourth Great Buddhist
Council in the village of Ma-la-ya to recite
all the Teachings of the Buddha. Also
finding that the people became less righteous
and were unable to commit the Texts to
memory they wrote all the Texts on palm
leaves.

In our country of the Union of Burma,
the Fifth Great Council was held at
Mandalay in 2415 B.E. by 2,400 learned
Mahdtheras under the leadership of the
Venerable Mahithera Jagarabhivamsa and
with the generous support of King Mindon.
At this Great Council the bhikkhus recited
the revised Tipijaka and the Texts were
recorded on marble slabs, so that the
Teachings of the Buddha may remain for a
great length of time. From the methods
adopted in the holding of the Five previous
Sangayands it is abundantly clear that the
Sangha and the Dayakas who supported
them were interdependent. The one could
not remain without the other.

In conformity with the Buddha's declar-
ation: *“The S.mgha and the Laity are
interdependent” we the People and the
Government of the democratic country of
the Union of Burma had a great desire to
promote the Buddha's Sdsana which had
been eclipsed for about a hundred years
when Burma fell under foreign domination.

After repeatedly consu'ting the learned
Mahatheras of the Union of Burma we
decided to hold the Chattha Sangdyana, so



that the Buddhas Sasana may remain for
another 2,500 years. and thenceforth prepara-
tions for the holding of this Sangiyana have
been made. The magnificently and spaciously
constructed Cave in which we all assemble
today, though it has been so marvellously
constructed by able engincers within a short
space of 14 months. has an outside appear-
ance of a rock cave.

Besides, the Four Hostels by the names of
Jambudipa, Aparagoyana, Pubba-videha and
Uttara-kuru, and the refectory have also
been constructed to the admiration of many.
In fact. all the preliminary works for the
holding of the Chattha Sangayana have been
completed.

On this Visikha Day of 2498 B.E. at this
Maha Pasana Guha, the Venerable Maha-
theras of the Union of Burma in co-operation
and collaboration with the Mahatheras of
the other Theravadin countries-—Ceylon,
Thailand, Cambodia, Laos are to commence
the proceedings of the Chattha Sangayana
where they are to recite all the Teachings of
the Buddha.

This Address of Praise is therefore read in
order that the people of the Union of Burma,
with honoured and distinguished guests
who assembled here today, may rejoice at
our wholesome actions and share merits
with all sentient beings.
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ADDRESS OF VENERATION. DELIVERED BY HIS EXCELLENCY, AGGA MAHA THIRI THUDHAMMA DR. BA U,

To
Al Sangiti-karaka Mahatheras and
Theras.

Bhante,

In the world, it has been the practice of
all civilised and conscientious people to
resort to a thing called Sarana (Refuge) in
which they put the whole hope of evading all
kinds of suffering in their present as well as
future births, or to overcome such suffering
as may threaten them in their adverse
circumstances. In so doing, some resort for
refuge to hills, woods, groves and trees
according to their own idiosyncrasies.
Practically speaking, these hills, woods, etc.
have no power whatsoever to protect them
from their impending evils, and such refuge
in them cannot be called the supreme refuge.

Bhante, we find that the real or supreme
Sarapa is Ti-sarana (Threefold Refuge),
namely, the Buddha, the Dhamma and the
Sangha. One who seeks refuge in the Three-
fold Refuge is called the faithful adherent of
the Buddha. The Threefold Refuge and the
one who seeks refuge in it are interdepen-
dent. The following passages from the
Dhammapada will clarify this:

Stanza 189.

** Netam kho saranam khemam
netam saranam uttamam
netam saranam ag;

PRESIDENT OF THE UNION OF BURMA

Judging from the above Declarations of
the Buddha to the effect that these three
kinds of Refuges can lead on to Emancipa-
tion, it is abundantly clear that the Sara-
nangata (Devas and men who take refuge in
Ti-sarana) put their whole hope in the
Buddha, the Dhamma and the Sangha.

For instance, the paddy plants which are
very advantageous to the people do not grow
of themselves, they must be carefully
cultivated and looked after by the people.
On the contrary it will be seen that grass
which can be of no great benefit to mankind
grows without being cultivatéd or looked
after by the people. In the same way,
Ti-sarana which can be of much benefit
to both Devas and men can only remain
long, provided they are properly preserved
by the people who are the adherents of Bud-
dhism. If, owing to some unforeseen
trouble, the Dayakas meet with adversity,
Ti-sarana will also lose its lustre according
to time and ci It is therefc
natural that when the Dayakas are in power,
Ti-sarana will shine brightly according to
new circumstances.

When Burma was under foreign domina-
tion for a good number of years, the Dayakas
who are the inhabitants of the Union of
Burma had no opportunity to honour the
Three Jewels as much as they wished. Now,

Burma having ob d her Indep
her people, becoming more powerful, have

sabbadukkhd pamuccati.

Such is no secure refuge ; nor is it th.e
supreme refuge ; nor having come to this
refuge is one freed from all suffering.

Stanza 190.

“Yo ca Buddhail ca Dhammaii ca
Sanghail ca saranam gato
cattari ariyassaccani
sammappaiiidya passati.
He who seeks refuge in the Buddha, in the
Dhamma, in the Sangha, and with the right
understanding, sees the Four Noble Truths.”

dered that it is an opportune time for
them to honour their much respected Triple
Gem. Accordingly, they have performed
the following wholesome deeds :—

(1) In the sphere of the Gem of the
Buddha, they have repaired and recon-
structed many old and ruined pagodas ; and
have recently constructed the Kabi-Aye
(World Peace) Pagoda.

(2) In the sphere of the Gem of the
Sangha, they have appointed Mahi Niyaka
and Ovid'4cariya Mahitheras in many towns
and villages of Burma. The Union Buddha
Sasana Council has 1 inted the

Councils of Nayaka and Ovad'acariya Maha-
theras. Also the titles of ** Agga Maha
Pandita” and ** Abhi Dhaja Maha Rattha
Guru ” are being bestowed on the deserving
Mahitheras.

Bhante, as regards the Gem of the Dham-
ma, I most respectfully venture to say :

In the Discourse of the *Ten Qualities
of an Upasaka,” the Buddha declared,
** Dhamma vipateyyo (The Dhamma should
be given preced )”. In the luding
passage of Afthasalinl Atthakatha there
appears the following :

* Ciram titthatu saddhammo dhamme
hontu sagiravi sabbe pi satta.”

* May the Buddha-Dhamma remain for

ong.
May the people revere the Buddha
Dhamma.”

In the above earnest wishes, only the
Dhamma is mentioned and not the Buddha
nor the Sangha. Therefore, it is clear
that the reason why the Dhamma is
given precedence is that the rise and
decline of the other two depends on the
Dhamma. Thus the wise kings of old caused
the Text to be revised in order that the
Buddha's Sisana may continue for long.
We, the Government and the people of the
Union of Burma also, following the pro-
cedures of those Buddhist kings of old, have
striven our best to hold the Chattha Sanga-
yana in the Mah4 Pasana Guha (The Great
Cave) which has been so beautifully and
magnificently constructed, and which is in
no way inferior to the costly temporary
structures constructed by King Ajatasattu
at the time of the First Great Council.

In conclusion, I most respectfully beg to
say that it is now an opportune time for me
:g declare that this Chattha Sangiyani

P Y app
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AN ADDRESS OF VENERATION DELIVERED BY THADO THIRI THUDHAMMA
SIR U THWIN

To

All Mahatheras from all Theravadin
countries, some of whom are Sangha-
rajas, Sangha Nayakas and all of
whom are highly virtuous and well
versed in the Tipitaka.

Bhante,

May I most respectfully say that I am very
greatly joyous to have an opportunity to pay
my deep veneration to the Mahitheras who
came to Rangoon to attend the Opening
Ceremonies of the Chaftha Sangdyana, and
who are keeping in mind the following threc
predominant points :

(1) To preserve the extant Dhamma,

(2) To aid the Buddha’s Sasana to
endure for long, and

(3) To propagate the Teachings of the
Buddha abroad.

The Union Buddha Sisana Council is an
organisation established under Act of Parlia-
ment of the democratic country of the Union
of Burma headed by the President of the
Union. .

Under the provisions contained in Section
10 of the Sasana Act, the Union Buddha
Sasana Council is functioning both in the
Union of Burma and abroad for the purpose
of propagating the Dhamma. If I may be
permitted to mention some of its activities,
I most respectfully inform that it is holding
the Tipitaka-dhara Selection Examination
every year, which examination is the highest
and hardest in the sphere of the Dhamma,
and as the result of holding such examina-
tions, Tipitaka-dharas, Vinaya-dharas, Sa-

Bha

Bhante, for the promotion of the Patipatti
Sasana (Sphere of the practice of the
Dhamma). the Union Buddha Sasana Council
is subsidising Meditation Centres in all
parts of the Union. For the founding of
new Meditation Centres in those places where
there are none, the Bhikkhus capable of
becoming Kammatthana Teachers are
trained as such at Rangoon at the expense
of the Council.

Bhante, for the purpose of propagating
the Dhamma abroad, the Dhamma-dita
College has bcen opened separately. The
Sasana Council is also subsidising Missionary
workers either directly or through the Hill
Tracts Missions Organisation. The Union
Buddha Sasana Council is also supporting
Bhikkhu scholars from Ceylon, Thailand,
Laos and Cambodia and also nuns from
Nepal and Cambodia, to enable them to
p their  Buddhistic studies and
practise meditation in this country.

Bhante, at the Conference of the Sangha
held in 1952 in the presence of the Agga
Maha Panditas, Union Ovad'acariya Maha-
theras and Union Vinaya-dhara Mahitheras,
the following resolutions were passed :

(1) There being plenty of mis-spellings and
omissions by the scribes in repeatedly copying
the five Nikayas and the Teachings of the
Buddha, it is expedient to hold the Sixth
Great Buddhist Council for the purpose of
purifying the Texts, scrulmlsmg, editing,
re-editing, arranging and reciting all the
Teachings of the Buddha.

(2) In order to print these edited Pitakas
m books, to recite them at the Sixth Great

ddhist Council and to distribute them all

myutta Bhinakas and A
have already appeared. .
Bhanle, for the lay devotees too, Abhn-
are held lly at

l6S centres in the Union and the number of
passes last year, 1315 Burmese Era, was
13,777. Also, E on Buddhi;
literature are annually held in the prisons of
the Union of Burma for the purpose of
improving the moral character of those
citizens who have erred and been sent to
prison.

over the world with the object of promoting
the Buddha’s Sasana, it is expedient to hold
the Sixth Great Buddhist Council.

(3) In order to enable the Union of Burma
in co-operation and collaboration with other
Theravadin countrics, to promote the Bud-
dha’s Sisana, it is expedient to hold the
Sixth Great Buddhist Council.

Bhante, from that time onward, the Union
Buddha Sisana Council has been supporting
the Bhikkhus with the four necessities. The-
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ADDRESS OF SIR U THWIN (continued)

Council also looks to the convenience and

comfort of all Bhikkhus who take part in the ’

preparations for the holding of the Chattha
Sangdyana.

Bhante, the texts have been edited by 116
Editing Groups ail over the Union, by
collation with the Ceylon, Thai, Cambodian
and London cditions of the Tipitaka and
also with the Mandalay Inscriptions. The
Texts thus edited have been re-edited and
scrutinised by the Text Re-editing Groups
of all Theravadin countries. The Council
is supporting all these Theras and Maha-
theras with the four requisites and also
looking to their personal comfort and
convenience.

Bhante, the time for the preparations for
the holding of the Chattha Sangiyana was
very short ; but owing to a contribution of
many lakhs of kyats by the Government of
the Union of Burma in addition to their
valuable help and advice and the co-opera-
tion of the whole populace by offering their
voluntary services and also contributing to-
wards the holding of the Chattha Sanagayani,
this Great Sacred Cave and the multi-roomed
buildings such as Hostels, the Refectory, the
Sanitorium and the Sima were able to be
constructed within a space of one year and
two months.

Bhante, during the two years in which the
Chattha Sangdyana will have its sessions, we
the members of the Union Buddha Sasana
Council in conjunction with the Union
Government will undertake to support the
venerable bhikkhus with the four necessary
requisites.

Bhante, in conclusion, 1 most respectfully
beg to say that while we Dayakas for our
part_are undertaking to support you with
the four at an
till the end of the Five Sessions of the
Cha;;ha Sangéyana, you for your part will
maintain the prestige of the Bhikkhus and
work throughout all the Five Sessions of the
Chattha Sangdyana co-operatively and in
collaboration.
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His Holiness Phra Bimaladharma,
Ecclesiastical Minister for
Sangha Administration of Thai-
land, reading the Message from
His Holiness Somdet Phra Vajira-
yannavongs, Supreme Patriarch
of Thailand. ( photograph of
H.H. Phra Bimaladharma is
inset )

39



Message from  His Holiness Somdet Phra
\ajirayannavongs, Supreme Patriarch of

I hailand

Today bang the Visibha Day all the
Buddinsts will pay thar deepest vencration
m commemoration of the Supreme Buddha's
Muahapanimbbina.  In Burma also the First
Session o the Chattha Sangdyana  will
commence on  this  day We. here an
Thattand were also goyous to hear about the
holding ot this Sangdyana. when we heard
about 1t from the Burma Buddhist Sisana
Mission that visited us recently. We sent a
delegation ot Bhikkhus and lay devotees to
this Sangdyand and trust that they will be
before you now.

Just at the ume of attarming His Muha-
parinib , the Buddha declared @ ™ The

Dhamma and  Disapline, Ananda. which
1 have taught and enjoined upon you 1s to
be your teacher when | am gone ™. The
Teachings of the Buddha have been handed
down 1o us in unbroken line from the Elders
of former days 1o the Bhikkhus of the
present time, the Text having been revised
five times.  Owing to the duration of ume
and difference in localities there are some
discrepancies in the Text and it is befitting
1o have them revised so that the Teachings
of the Buddha which are free from all
blemishes will shine for ever. By learning
the Dhamma and practising it, people can
realise the Dhamma.

It 1s true, because the Buddha also declar-

ed : ** Ananda, by practising the Dhamma,
one listens to my words and pays homage
to me ™. For those like us who come after

also He declared : ** Live according to the
Dhamma and practise it.”

We rejoice to hear that the Texts ar€
being revised in the Union of Burma by
holding the Chattha Sangayana.

May the Chagtha Sangayana meet with
success by the power of the Triple Gem and
also the power of our accumulated kusala
(wholesome volitional actions) of the past
existences !

May the Dhamma, the Tipitaka which
leads people to absolute Peace, shine for
ever !

This message is declared on the Visakha
Day of 2498 B.E. (17th May 1954) by
Somdet Phra Vajirayannavongs, Supreme
Patriarch of Thailand.
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From

Lafika Uttaritara Sabha (Supreme
Executive Council of Ceylon)

To

The Presiding Mahathera, the Sangiti-
karaka Mahatheras and the Lay
Devotees of the Union of Burma.

Venerable Bhante,

Every student of history knows that there
had been strong spiritual relations between
your country of the Union of Burma, which
may be compared to the ‘ Granary” of
South-East Asia and our country of Ceylon
which is called the Dhamma-dipa or the
island of the Dhamma. The priceless trea-
sure owned by both these countries is the
Buddha-Dhamma which can put an end to
all kinds of Suffering, can refute the views
advanced by micchaditthis, and can bestow
absolute Peace and Happiness on mankind.

It was for this reason that the wise and
pious kings and courtiers of olden days of
both our country and yours had preserved
the Buddha-Dhamma.

We are very joyous to see that you have
been able to hold such a Sangayana for the
purpose of promoting the Sasana, despite
the calamitigs of the past two World Wars.
In this connection we should like to inform
you that the Supreme Executive Council of
Ceylon, at a great expenditure, is helping
you with all your requirements in connection
with the preparations for the holding of the
Chattha Sangayana.

Message Of Good Wishes

To take active part in the preparations for
the holding of the Great Council, we sent
two missions to your country and we are
glad to hear the arrangements made by you
for the Great Council.

But we should like to say to you one more
thing. It is clearly evident that the Tipitaka
was written on palm leaves at the Fourth
Great Council held by the Purified Arahants
at Aloka Cave during the reign of King
Vattagamani Abhaya of Ceylon. Since that
time copies of the Tipitaka were made by
different scribes and these copies are still to
be found in the various viharas in Ceylon.
The Pili wording found in these scripis
should be accepted as the ones written by
the Arahants of old and preserved by the
Mahitheras of Mahavihara (who are the
spiritual d d of those Arah
We do not mean to say that there cannot
be errors and due to rep
copying by unskilful scribes. It cannot be
denied that the various editions of the
Tipitaka now existing in countries like
Burma, etc. were copied from the Ceylonese
edition. ln olden days, forcngncrs who were

d with Sinhalese ch s copied
the Pali scripts word by word in their own
vernacular. In so doing there might be some
difference in spelling. The sound or word
““khappa” found in the Burmese edition of
the Pali Books is an example. In Sinhalese

characters it is written as *bappa™, and it
should be taken as correct. This word is
akin to Sanskrit word “bdppa”. In Pili

this kind of word is not pmminent. Besides,
such kinds of broken Pali words are found
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in the Burmese Books. All Pali grammarians
know that some of the grammarians have
written about these points in order to get
correct Pali wordings.

Bhante, we respectfully request that in
such matter you would adopt the best
methods in revising the Text so that the Pali
wordings will be in consonance with the
word of the Buddha.

Bhante, it is not that we do not realise
the difficult task of revising the Canonic
Books. People except those Arahantsen-
dowed with Analytical Knowledge will be
liable to make such mistakes. So, even if
there be any inadvertent error or omission
in your revised Text, wise men will never
belittle such a gigantic work as yours.

Bhante, we are arranging to send a mission
comprising many learned Bhikkhus and lay
devotees to attend the Chaftha Sangiyana
which will commence on the Visakha Day.
We intend to depute a large number of lay
devotees to attend the Great Council, but
we regret to say that many cannot attend
it as they cannot get a steam-ship in time.

Bhante, in conclusion, we may be allowed
to send the following good-wishes :—

May the pleasant country of the Union
of Burma prosper and may it be filled with
the Buddha's disciples who are learned and
have faith (saddha).

May all foreign intrusion disappear from
your country.

May this Chattha Sangiyani, which is
your excellent work come to a successful end
without a hitch.
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Message from the Amarapura Nikaya of Ceylon
(Read by Pandita Saranapala Thera, Sudas Ketu Monastery, Balamgoda, Ceylon)

GOOD WISHES
HONOUR TO THE OMNISCIENT
BUDDHA
Most respectfully. Bhante,

We most respectfully beg to offer our
sincerest good wishes, after paying our
deepest respects to all the Sangitikaraka
Bhikkhus who are participating in the
Chattha Sangiyana Proceedings held at the
Glorious Sacred Cave near the Kabi-Aye
(World Peace) Pagoda, Rangoon, on the
Full moon of Kason 2498 Buddhist Era.

(1) The Universal Buddha attained
Omniscience at the foot of the Bodhi Tree,
after defeating all of Mara’s armies.

(2) May this Chagtha Sangdyana be
crowned with success for the benefit of
mankind, owing to the great power of this
Truth.

(3) In the eighth week after becoming
the Omniscient Buddha who had also over-
come the Five Principles of Destruction, He
delivered His First Sermon at Isipatana,
Sarnath.

(4) May this Chattha Sangdyand be
crowned with success for the benefit of
mankind, owing to the great power of this
Truth.

(5) At one time He attained the Full
Extinction of Defilements (kilesa-nibbina),

and at another He attained the Full Extinc-
tion of the Groups of Existence (khandha-
nibbana). During His lifetime, He preached
the Dhamma to millions and millions of
beings.

(6) May this Chattha Sangiyand be
crowned with success, owing to the great
power of this Truth.

(7) Wise people like Upatissa (later
Arahant Sariputta) and others, whose vast
knowledge and under ding of the Dham-
ma may be compared to an ocean, had
become the ardent disciples of the Omniscient
Buddha.

(8) May this Chattha Sangiyana be
crowned with success for the benefit of
mankind, owing to the great power of this
Truth.

(9) People like Pippali and others who
were endowed with great beauty and power
and who had great retinues had also become
the ardent disciples of the Omniscient
Buddha.

(10) May this Chaftha Sangayani be
crowned with success for the benefit of
mankind, owing to the great power of this
Truth.

(11) Many Brahmas, the Sakka who
possesses a great army of Devas, many
powerful kings and many courtiers had taken
refuge in the Buddha.

(12) May this Chattha Sangayana be
crowned with success for the benefit of man-
kind, owing to the great power of this Truth.

(13) The Omniscient Buddha—the Victor
of the Five Principles of Destruction—had a
great Compassion for all beings, be he a
king, a man of low class, one who honoured
Him, or one who blamed Him. (There was
no differentiation of caste or creed).

(14) May this Chattha Sangdyani be
crowned with success for the benefit of
mankind, owing to the great power of this
Truth.

We hereby send our good wishes to this
Chattha Sangdyani as outlined above.

(1) Vimalajoti Mahathera, Maha
Nayaka of the Amarapura Siri-
ddh Nikaya, Bal q

(2) Medhananda Mahathera, Anu
Nayaka of the Amarapura Siri-
saddhama Nikaya.

(3) Ananda Metteyya Mahathera,
Padhina Niyaka of Amarapura
Sirisaddhamma Nikaya.

(4) Dhamma Ratana Mahithera,
Anu-vijjaka Nayaka of the above
Nikiya.

(5) Siri Narada Mahathera, Honorary
Secretary of the above Nikiya.
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MESSAGE FROM THE KALYANI
SIMA MAHATHERAS OF CEYLON

Honour To The Omniscient Buddha

1. Just as Mara had but to meet with an
ignominious defeat. when he could not harm
the Omniscient Buddha in any way, owing
to the Buddha’s great Metta for him. so there
will have to be a great success in the sphere
of ** Right Understanding "—the word of
the Buddha, and a decline in the sphere of
micchaditthikas.

2. May the Great Council now being held
at Maha Pasiana Guha in Burma be crowned
with success as a Theravadin activity, owing
to the great power of ** Right Understanding”.

3. May the Great Council now being
held at the Maha Pasana Guha in Burma be
crowned with success as a Theravadin activity,
owing to the great power of ‘‘Right
Intention

4. May lhe Great Council now being
held at the Maha Pasana Guha in Burma
be crowned with success as a Theravadin
activity, owing to the great power of * Right
Speech .

5. May the Great Council now being
held at the Maha Pasapa Guha in Burma
be crowned with success as a Theravadin
activity, owing to the great power of ** Right
Bodily Action ™

6. May the Great Council now being
held at the Maha Pasana Guha in Burma be
crowned with success as a Theravadin
activity, owing to the great power of *“ Right
Livelihood ™.

7. May the Great Council now being
held at the Maha Pasana Guha in Burma
be crowned with success as a Theravadin
activity. owing to the great power of *“ Right

8 May the Great Council now being
held at the Maha Pisana Guha in Burma
be crowned with success as a Theravadin
activity, owing to the great power of** Right
Mindfulness ”. .

9. May the Great Council now being
held at the Maha Pasina Guha in Burma
be crowned with success as a Theravadin
activity, owing to the great power of * Right
Concentration ™

10. The above are the earnest wishes of
the Mahatheras of Kalyani Vamsa Nikaya
of Ceylon, and may it be known to all
Sangiti-karaka Mahatheras present at the
Chattha Sangayana.
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MESSAGE FROM RAMARNNA NIKAYA
OF CEYLON

It is the earnest wish of all the Theras
belonging to Ramafifia Nikiya of Ceylon
that the Chattha Sangiyand which is held by
the joint efforts of all participants be crowned
with success.

As for our part, as soon as we heard about
the Chattha Sangayana, we did all the ne2d-
ful for the prep for the holding of
this Sangayana.

The Buddha declared : ** The Dhamma and
Discipline, Ananda, which I have taught and
enjoined upon you is to be your teacher
when I am gone.” In revising the Texts —the
Vinaya, the Suttas and the Abhidhamma, so
that the Buddha's Sasana may remain for
long, we have striven our best in editing the
Texts entrusted to us, and we shall always be
at the service of the S3sana in future.

The world’s popul is now opp
with slnfe, dissatisfaction, dangers of
aggression ( due to lobha, dosa and moha)
The holding of the Chattha Sangayand in
Burma is to quell these flames and bring
peace and prosperity to the people of the
world, through the propagation of the
Buddha-Dhamma.

We the Theras of Rimafifa Nikiya of
Ceylon earncstly wish that all the Mahiatheras
participating in the holding of this Great
Council be free from all kinds of danger
owing to the great power of the Triple Gem.

4

RAMANNA NIKAYA OF CeYLON.
On the Full moon of Visakha, 2497 B.E.
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MESSAGE FROM H.E. DR. RAJENDRA
PRASAD, PRESIDENT OF INDIA
(Read by Mr. K. K. Chettur, Indian

Ambassador to Burma)

*In sending my reverential greetings to
the Chattha Sangayana which is being
inaugurated in Rangoon on the Visakha
Purnima, my thought naturally goes back to
similar Councils which have been held
during nearly 2,500 years since the Parinib-
bana of the Buddha. The first three of
these great and historic gatherings were held
respectively at Rajgreeha, Vaisali and Patali-
putra, the three places famous in Buddhist
history and sanctified by the repeated tread
on their soils of the Great Teacher. The
other two were held in Ceylon and Burma
respectively, which received His teaching and
have till today kept it alive in their own life
and culture. It is a great idea to have the
original texts revised and re-edited and
brought out not only in their original form
in Burmese script with Burmese translation
but also the original texts with translations
in the Hindi and English languages and
scripts.

The programme of establishing a great
Buddhist University which will serve as a
centre for radiation light as a sequel to this
great gathering will help not only to re-
enliven and revive the teaching of the
Master, but will alsé emphasise the great
need in modern times for the spiritual and
moral well-being of mankind, which can be
attained not only by supplymg his material
needs and requirements in however abundant
a measure that may be possible, but kindling
in him that spiritual and moral light which
alone can solve the problems born of greed,
hatred and delusion which are at the root of
all the conflicts that threaten to involve
mankind in destruction.

Let us hope that it will succeed in not only
reviving interest in Buddhism in countries
where the religion of the Buddha is not
followed today, but also in reinforcing and
strengthening faith in the lives of those who
are fortunate enough even today to follow
that faith. May this great gathering once
again bring the message of peace and good-
will to distracted mankind ™
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M from His Excell Dr.

Rajendra Prasad, President of

India, (Read by H.E. Mr. K. K.

Chettur, Indian Ambassador to
Burma).
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Miss Wimala Devi reading the Message
from His Majesty The King of Nepal
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MESSAGE FROM HIS MAJESTY THE
KING OF NEPAL

History tells us that Lord Buddha was
born in Nepal. It is also known to every-
body what he has done for the good of
humanity. After the Mahaparinibbana of
Lord Buddha his true devotees, with the
help of Raja Ajatasatru, performed the holy
Sangayana at Raj-Greeha with the object of
making Dhamma permanent. Since then
four more Sangayanas were performed at
great intervals by eminent personages like
Kalashoka, Empcror Dharmashoka, Raja
Wattagamini in Ceylon and Raja Mendu in
Burma.

Now it is a matter of pleasure to learn

that your President and Prime Minister, true
devotees of Lord Buddha, have undertaken
to perform the Chaytha Sangayani in Burma.
It is my firm belicf that this Sangayani will
bring on this earth the holy lights of Bhaga-
van Buddha to drive away the darkmss of
g This Sangay ecially at the
present time, will conlnbule gredtly towards
world peace, for among the sublime teachings
of Lord Buddha, stand out promi ly love,
non-violence and peace.

We have great pleasure in sendmg
Bhikkhu Amri d
the birthplace of Lord Buddha—m ordcr to

co-operate and take part in this holy and
great performance. The Government and
the people of Nepal are grateful 10 all of you
for your kind invitation to Dharmodaya
Sabha. 1 am sure this will strengthen the
tie of friendship already existing between our
countries. It gives me pleasure to send our
good wishes for every success to the per-
formance.

I'am very happy to let all of you know.on
this auspicious occasion that my Government
are mlendmg to invite a World Buddhlst
C of

on the
Sambat 2500.

TRIBHUBAN BIRA BIKRAM SHAH DEva,

KING OF NEPAL.

April 21st 1954.

o c C Ce
3e0l oqcecifgodd

His Majesty The King of Nepal
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PHRA BIMALADHARMA, ECCLESIASTICAL MINISTER FOR SANGHA
ADMINISTRATION, WAT MAHADHATU BANGKOK, THAILAND,

Q q

niya Katha (Congratulatory M

d by Phra Bimaladharma, Ecclesiastical

Minister for Sangha Administration of Thailand and Leader of the Buddhist Mission from

Thailand, deli d on the

of the i

guration of the Chattha Sangayana

in the Sacred Cave at the Sirimaiigala Hill, Rangoon, Burma, on the 17th of May, 2497 B.E.

REVEREND BRETHREN AND DEVOTED UPAsA-
KAS AND UPASIKAS,

It is my greatest joy to note that we,
disciples of the Lord Buddha, although living
in different lands, have, nevertheless, the
opportunity to join in forming this Great
Council in order to show our deep devotion
to support and strengthen the Dhamma of
the Lord at this Holy Site which is indeed a
most auspicious sign for all the Buddhists
and indirectly for all sentient beings.
B the Teachings of the Buddha con-
stitute the Absolute Truth and are therefore
immutable and ever-lasting. By helping to
support and strengthen Sacca Dhamma to
spread all over the world until it has
penetrated into the very hearts of leaders
and men and has changed their minds-—Only
then will mankind attain lasting peace and
happiness.

The fact that we 2,500 brethren have been
able to join in performing such highly meri-
torious works on this occasion and in the

future, is entirely due to the whole-hearted
support of the governments and the peoples
of our countries. May I, therefore, appeal
to all the holy members of the Sangha as
well as those who are assembled here to
make a solemn vow that the Sixth Great
Sangdyana in Burma may be crowned with
success, and that it may prove a driving force
for all the governments and their peoples to
attain the Sublime Truth, and may the Bud-
dha Dhamma soon spread and reach the
hearts of all mankind. Irrespective of class,
creed or nationality.

May all beings be happy !

SIRIMANGALA HiLL,
RANGOON, BURMA.

Full Moon Day of May 17, 2497 B.E.

(Next, Ven’ble B.Piyaratna Niyaka Thera,
D.Litt., Principal of Vidyodaya Parivena,
Ceylon, delivered an-address of veneration:)
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His Majesty King Bhumibol Adulyadej,
Upholder of the Buddhist Faith in Thailand.
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MESSAGE FROM HIS MAJESTY THE

KING OF THAILAND TO HIS EXCEL-

LENCY THE PRESIDENT OF THE
UNION OF BURMA.

On the auspicious occasion of the opening
of the First Session of the Sangayana on this
Visakha Day I form my good wishes for the
success of the work to be undertaken and
pray that the deeds performed on this
occasion will yield fruitful and meritorious
result to the Buddhist world in fulfilment of
the wish of the Government and the people
of the Union of Burma.

(M. R.) BaumreoL R,
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Chef de I'Ordre Mahanikay
Wat Unnalom Phnom-Penh.

A BRIEF MESSAGE FROM THE
SANGHARAJA OF CAMBODIA

1 pay my deep respects to all the Maha-
theras assembled here.

Allow me to read this short Message.

We the Cambodian Delegation comprising
10 Bhikkhus, 3 Upasakas and 5 Upasikas,
making 18 in all are present at this gathering
sent by His Majesty the King of Cambodia
and I am the leader. The Ven. Dhammaramo
is also with us. The remaining 16 people—
8 Bhikkhus, 3 Upasikids and 5 Upasakas came
to this place as they are eager to work for
the Chattha Sangayana.

In ion of the Opening Cere-
mony of the Chattha Sangiyana today [ here-
by present to the Great Council a Buddha
Image made from wood of Cambodia.

This in brief is my Message. The
Cambodian Bhikkhu, Bhikkhu Vira-Dham-
mavaro will read out a fully descriptive
Message in English. May I be permitted to
conclude this Message with the words

* Sadhu "', ** Sadhu .

Metti Cittena,
SAMDACH PREAH MAHA
SUMEDHADHIPATI C.N.

JoTANNANO.

-] .
mego3i0: 3205288 aocpco)ga:lcp:@:q

His Holiness Samdach Preah Mahi Sumedhadhipati
C. N. Jotailiano, Agga Maha Papdita, Sangharija

of Cambodia.
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REPLY TO MESSAGES AND

ADDRESSES BY VENERABLE BHAD-

DANTA INDHASABHA, AGGA MAHA.
PANDITA

VENERABLE BHANTE,

May I be permitted to say a few words of
reply.

There are many countries which are
cordial and have diplomatic, economic and
spiritual relations with our country of Burma.
Firstly, we respectfully and warmly welcome
those Sangharajas and Sangha Nayakas who
are attending this Great Buddhist Council.
We are also in receipt of the various kinds of
gifts brought to us by them, and we tender
our heart-felt thanks to them for these.

A Supreme Buddha very seldom rises in
the world for the benefit of all sentient
beings. The Suttas, the Vinaya and the
Abhidhamma taught by Him are not meant
for a particular country nor one nation. In
fact, He taught the Dhamma for the benefit
of the whole Universe so that all beings
might quell their Lobha, Dosa and Moha.

There can be no doubt about the fact
that there is nothing else except the Buddha-
Dhamma in which people who are threatened
with aggressions and danger of war, can
take refuge.

Thus in the interest of the whole world it is
fit and proper to edit, re-edit and scrutinise
the Text in which errors and omissions
have crept inadvertently through length of
time.

We hereby express our sincere thanks to
those Sangharijas, Sangha Naiyakas and
Heads of States for the amount of help
they have been giving and are continuing to
give us.

Although we may be of different national-
ities, yet in the matter of the Buddha-Dham-
ma, we are but brothers and sisters of the
same family—the Great Brotherhood of
Buddhists.

This Chattha Sangayana does not only
strengthen the bondage of Metta existing
among Us, but also tends to foster our
*“ Viriya ” either in honouring the Buddha’s
Sasani or promoting it.

In conclusion we earnestly wish that we
all be united more than before as milk blends
well with water, and that our common and
supreme objective be to promote the Buddha
Sasana as far as practicable.
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THE

PRESIDENTIAL ADDRESS DELIVERED BY ABHI

DHAJA MAHA

RATTHA GURU NYAUNGYAN SAYADAW, PRESIDING MAHATHERA OF
THE CHATTHA SANGAYANA AT THE OPENING CEREMONY

BHANTE,

May happiness be with you all!

It is a very great pleasure to have an
opportunity to welcome you and to deliver
the Presidential address on this auspicious
occasion—the Opening Ceremony of the
Chattha Sangayana.

This Great Buddhist Council is the one
where you are to recite collectively the Pali
Texts which comprise 84,000 Units of
Dhamma or 9 Predominant Ingredients,
which have been arranged as if the nine
precious stones have been strung together,
and which have been re-edited and
scrutinised.

In the history of Buddhism in the World
this Great Council is the Sixth of its kind,
the First to the Fifth Great Councils being
held at Rajagaha, Vesali, Pataliputta,
Ceylon and Mandalay in Burma.

Thus the Tipitaka you are to recite at this
Sangdyana is, in fact, the International
Theravadin Tipitaka.

This Chattha Sangayana is being held by
2,500 Sangitikaraka Bhikkhus led by the
Chattha Sangayana Ovad'acariya Sangha
Nayaka Council formed from among the
Mabhaitheras of all Theravidin countries who
have elected 25 Bharanittharaka Mahatheras
all of whom are being supported with the
four requisites by the Union Buddha Sasana
Council on behalf of the Government of the
Union of Burma.

Once the Supreme Buddha was residing
with 1,250 monks at a certain monastery.
At that time King Ajatasattu approached
Him to pay his deep respects to Him. He
did not hear either a sound of footfall, a
sound of coughing of any other kind of
sound, and the whole place was dead silent.
Then the king thought to himself, “What a
lovely thing it would be if my son Udaya-
badda be as tranquil as this™. Bhante, all

of you who assemble here today, being the
spiritual successors of Arahant Maha
Kassapa and other Arahants of that time,
should follow this practice of quietude.

I firmly believe that you Upasakas and
Upisikas from both Burma and abroad
in paying your deep respects to the Sangiti-
karaka Mahatheras, will remember the
exclamation of King Ajatasattu and rejoice
more at the proceedings of the Chattha
Sangayana.

The reason why we can ably hold this
Great Buddhist Council is due to our
obtaining the five dullabhas (Rare Op-
portunities ) owmg to the accumulated kusala
of our past existences. They are:—

(1) Manusatta bhava (To have become

aman);

[#))] Saddhésampatti (To have faith in
the Truth);

3 Phabbauna -bhava (To attain monk-

d
“) Saddhamma -savana (To hear the
Buddha-Dhamma) ; and
(&) Buddhuppadanavama ( Toencounter
the Buddha’s Sasana).

According to the present circumstances
I may say that Burma’s Independence and
the favourable world situation help much
to the holding of this Sangayana.

Bhante, let us now, in a body, recite the
Buddha~Dhamma whxch can not only
bestow peace and liberty upon peoples
of the world, but can also lead them to
Nibbana by their dispelling lobha ( Greed),
dosa (Hatred ) and moha ( Delusion).

BHADDANTA REVATA,

AsHI DHAJA MAHA RATTHA GURU
NYAUNG-YAN SAYADAW,
Presiding Mahathera of the
Chattha Sangdyana.
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Evening Session

At 3-30 p.m., Ven’ble Bhaddanta Niga-
vamsa announced both in Pili and Burmese
the commencenent of the Proceedings of the
Evening Session. This was followed by ten
strokes of gongs. The Sanghanayaka then
proposed to the Sangha Council the names
of the Ven. Agga Mahidpandita Bhaddanta
Javana (Pakokku Sayadaw) and the
Ven. Tipitakadhara Dhamma-bhandagarika
Bhaddanta Vicittarasara to serve as Pucchaka
(Questioner) and the Visajjaka (Replier)
respectively, with regard to the first Parajika
of the Vinaya Pitaka. The Pucchaka and
the Visajjaka assumed their seats on the
special dais.

The questioning and the answering on the
first Parajika was then made by the Pucchaka
and the Visajjaka respectively. At the
conclusion of this, the Sangiti-kdraka
Bhikkhus acclaimed *“Sadhu”, “Sadhu”.
This was followed by the blowing of conchs
and striking of gongs.

After that the entire Sangha Council
recited the Pirajika Veraiijakanda, begin-
ning with Tena samayena and ending with
the second paragraph. At the conclusion
of this recitation by the Sangiti-kiraka
Bhikkhus, the Proceedings for the first day
of the Inauguration Ceremony of the Sixth
Buddhist Council were brought to a close,
when the Ven. Bhaddanta Naigavamsa an-
nounced both in Pali and Burmese that the
day'’s proceedings had come to an end,
followed by a signal of ten strokes of gongs.
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The Hon’ble U Nu, Prime Munister of the Union of Burma, delivering an address of veneration with regard to the propagation and the
maintenance of Buddha Sasana
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Ciram titthatu sadhammo
dhamme hontu sagarava.

May the doctrine of the good which com-
prises three parts pariyatti (learning), pati-
patti (practice) and pativedha (insight) last
for a long time. May all be respectful and
reverential towards the doctrine whith
teaches right living.

Venerable Bhikkhus who are present and
taking part in this Sixth Buddhist Council,
who are virtuous, fond of discipline, well
versed in the sacred scriptures, and devoted
to religiou s practices, and who belong to the
noble lineage of holy arahats, led by Vene-
rable Maha Kassapa, Upili, Ananda and
Anuruddha—may | address you, Reverend
Sirs, with the greatest respect and salutation,
as follows:—

Venerable Sris, now that I am so fortunate
as to have this opportunity of meeting and
greeting with deferential words of welcome,
monks who have come to this great
assembly of the Sixth Buddhist Council
from all parts of the Union of Burma and
other Theravada countries in other quarters of
the world, and of meeting and greeting, with
cordial words of welcome, those of you who
are distinguished personages, and are sup-
porters of the Buddhist faith, as well as other
special guests who have come to promote
the functioning of the Sixth Buddhist
Council, precisely at a moment when we are
at the 2,500 years stage after the promulga-
tion of the Buddhist Doctrine by the Buddha,
it is indeed a most auspicious and priceless
moment never to be forgotten in life.

The Buddha attained to Omniscience only
after he had acquired the merit of the 10
perfections, 5 great sacrifices and 3 modes of
conduct through 4 asankheyya and 100,000
kappas. ‘‘The doctrine of the good™ dis-
covered and pr d by the Omnisci
Buddha consists of three parts :—

(1) Pariyatti Sasana.
(2) Patipatti Sasana.
(3) Pativedha Sasana.

PREMIER U

NU’S ADDRESS OF VENERATION

( At the Opening Ceremony of the Sixth Great Buddhist Council.)

Of these three parts, Pariyatti Sisana
stands for the sacred scriptures which have
to be learnt by heart, namely the five Nikayas
which are for recital now. Patipatti Sasana
denotes the rules of moral conduct, such as
the three refuges and five precepts, etc.,
which have to be practised in order to attain
arhattaphala (the fruition of holiness).
Pativedha Sasana means the path to and the
fruition of holiness leading to the bliss of
Nibbana, which one realises and enjoys
through one’s own efforts. Pariyatti Sasana
is the fundamental basis of the other two,
Patipatti Sdsana and Pativedha Sadsana.
For example Pariyatti Sasana, which points
out the rules of moral conduct is like a guide
chart to a treasure trove. Patipatti Sasana,
by which one has to practise the rules set by
Pariyatti Sasana stands for the energy required
to dig up that treasure. Pativedha Sasana
resembles the buried treasure of gold which
one utilises and enjoys on discovery. This
simile illustrates that without the guide
chart no digging can be made, and without
any digging the valuable pot of gold cannot
be unearthed. In like manner, without the
Pariyatti Sasana which sets out the code of
moral behaviour, there can be no Patipatti
Sasana which represents the energy required
for the labour of digging. Again, without
Patipatti Sasana, the digging, there cannot
be Pativedha Sasana, use and enjoyment.

Therefore, Venerable Sirs, Pariyatti Sasana
is the main basis. When Pariyatti Sasana
disappears, Patipatti Sasana and Pativedha
Sasana will also disappear; men will have
no more spiritual light for their guidance and
the whole world, the wuniverse will
undoubtedly be thrown into a state of pitch
darkness complete and everlasting, in keep-
ing with the saying “Andhi bhuto ayam
loko.”

Itwas the disciples, Venerables Kassapa,
Upali, Ananda, Anuruddha and other arahats
who, during the life-time of the Buddha,
learnt by heart and preserved intact the text
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of the five Nikayas of the Pitaka which can
furnish spiritual light. The Dhamma, how-
ever, had not yet been classified then into
well-defined divisions such as Sutta, Vinaya
and Abhidhamma as we now have it.
It was simply a collection of discourses
delivered by the Buddha, during the 45
years of his mission, in the various places
visited by him, to suit the temperament of
the audience of men, devas and brahmas.
When the First Buddhist Council was held,
Arahats Maha Kassapa, Upali, Ananda,
Anuruddha and others who participated in it
classified the various utterances of the Bud-
dha into different divisions, as follows : —

This lot is the Dhamma section, that the
Vinaya section; these are the first, second
and third utterances of the Buddha; these
discourses are the Vinaya Pitaka, these
are the Sutta Pitaka, and these are the
Abhidhamma Pitaka; and again this lot
of the Sutta Pitaka is the Digha Nikaya
this the Majjhima Nikaya, this the Samyutta
Nikdya, this the Anguttara Nikaya and this
the Khuddaka Nikaya respectively. They
made this classification of the discourses into
several lots and recited them collectively
at the First Buddhist Council, just in
the same way as flowers were strung together
and formed into garlands so that none
might be scattered and lost.

On the same lines as the First Buddhist
Council was held by Maha Kassapa and
other Arahats, the Second, Third, Fourth and
Fifth Buddhist Councils were also held by
Arahats Maha Yasa, Maha Moggaliputtatissa,
Mahadhammarakkhita, Nyeyadhamma and
Jagara and other mahitheras and monks
who are their successors in the holy fraternity
of the Bhikkhu Sangha.

The primary object of holding a Buddhist
Council is to purify the religious system of
its impurities by suppressing shameless
immoral monks and dispelling wrong views,
as well as to fix the text of the scriptures of
the Buddha's discourses as uttered by him,
without any error whatsoever in word or

character, so that they may last through 5,000
years of the cra. Thus the holding of
five Buddhist Councils during 2,500 years
of the Sasana era means that the religious
system was cleansed of its impurities five
times.

May I be permitted in this connexion to
touch briefly upon the history of Buddhism
inBurma. Buddhism flourishes in Burma not
only now but has ever since the days of the
Buddha’s life-ume. While the Buddha was
seated at the foot of the linlun (buchanalia
latifolia) tree in the eighth week after he had
b fully Enlightened, on Wednesday the
full moon day of Kason in the year 103 of
Maha Sakaraj era and had remained for fully
seven weeks or 49 days near the Bodhi tree,
the two brothers Tapussa and Bhallika from
Asitancana town, a suburb of Ukkalapa in
Rammanna province of Lower Burma, who
were coming with a caravan of 500 carts
were directed by a (devi) spirit, who had
been their mother in the fifth previous
existence, to go to the Buddha who had
obtained Omniscience in the world of men,
devas and brahmas. Accordingly, they
approached the Buddha, offered Him honey
cakes and professed their faith in Buddhism
by reciting that they took refuge in the Buddha
and the Dhamma, instead of the three refuges
as the Brotherhood of monks or Sangha had
not yet been constituted. When they
requested the Buddha fora relic as an object
of permanent worship and veneration, the
Buddha gave them eight of His hairs which
they brought to their native wvillage of
Asitancana, a suburb of Ukkalapa, where
they arrived on the fifth waxing day of the
month of Wagaung. They then enshrined
these eight sacred hairs of the Buddha in a
pagoda which was built after their return,
and this is no other than the Sacred
Shwedagon Pagoda which we see and
venerate nowadays. This shows that Bud-
dhism first arrived in Burma 3 months and
5 days after Gotama Buddha had obtained
Enlightenment.




In the cighth year of his the Buddh
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visited Thatén in Ramaiifia Mén Province
accompanied by a following of 20,000 arahats
in compliance with the invitation made
by the arahat Gavampati. He sojourned
in the decorated pandal there and
delivered sermons on the dhamma to King
Siharaja and his subjects who placed them-
selves under the protection of the three
refuges. The Buddha then gave six of His
sacred hairs to the six hermits whocame and
paid Him homage on that occasion. This is
the second time that Buddhism came to
Burma.

About 20 years after the Buddha'’s
first attainment of Supreme Wisdom, Cula-
ponna and Mahaponna, two brothers of
Vanijjagama Village in Aparanta Province
of Upper Burma built a very costly monastery
of red sandalwood and presented it to Him.
The Buddha visited it on their invitation and
halted at the monastery for a full week and
delivered the Dhamma to the men, devas and
brahmas assembled there ; and they reached
the four stages of the Path viz., Sotapatti
(the first stage), Sakadagami (the second
stage), Anagami (the third stage) and
Arahatta (the fourth stage).

In spite of the fact that the Buddhist
religion was thus introduced into Burma on
three different occasions and it flourished at
the time of the Buddha’s visit when there
were numerous converts to Buddhism, yet
it did not remain constant because there was
not a permanent Sangha as the guardians of
the faith. During the period of 235 years
after the demise of the Buddha it faded out
at times and, at other times, shone forth
with brilliance.

After the Third Buddhist Council had been
held, Arahat Mahamoggaliputtatissa Maha-

He then allotted the nine regions
to the nine leaders, one for each, with this
exhortation: “ Go ye, O Bhikkhus and pro-
claim the glorious Doctrine in the regions
assigned to you, for the welfare of many. "

Of those nine regions to which missionaries
were sent, three regions, Aparanta,
Yonaka and Suvannabhumi were provinces
included in Burma. Yonakadhammarakkhita
mahithera visited Aparanta province, one of
these three provinces, and preached the
Aggikhandupama sutta, with the result that
70,000 of the audience werc converted to
Buddhism. 1,000 men from the ruling class
were ordained as Bhikkhus and 6,000 women
admitted to the Order as Bhikkhunis.

Maharakkhita mahathera proceeded to
Yonaka Province and delivered discourses
on Kalakarama Sutta, in consequence of
which 170,000 beings reached the path of
knowledge and fruition stage realization and
became arahats. 10,000 persons were
admitted to the Holy Order.

When Sona and Uttara mahitheras went
to S bhumi and expounded the Brah-
majala Sutta there, the audience present was
established in the three refuges and observed
the moral precepts. 60,000 beings were con-
verted, 3,500 men ordained as Bhikkhus and
1,500 women admitted into the Order as
Bhikkhunis.

Although there are the three Pitaka scrip-
tures comprising the five Nikayas representing
the discourses delivered by the Buddha during
the 45 years of his Teaching, the three Suttas
mentioned above, Aggikhandupama sutta,
Kalakarama sutta and Brahmajala sutta,
should find a permanent place in the
archives of the history of Burma, as they
are the suttas originally delivered in the places

thera considered in what places Buddhi

would flourish and remain firmin future. He
saw with prescience that it would take a stand
and spread in countries lying outside
Majjhimadesa (India) and pointed out
nine countries or regions for missionary
purposes. Nine Arahats, mahatheras who
were of outstanding ability, were selected
as heads of missions for those nine
regions, with at least four other Arahats for
each group to make up a chapter of at least
five monks for each region so as to be able to
perform ordination ceremonies, as and when

where Buddhism first arrived and took firm
root before spreading. They have, therefore,
been of the greatest spiritual benefit to Burma.

Three of the nine provinces to which
Buddhist missionaries were first sent were
parts of this country. The Light of the
Buddha-Dhamma has constantly shone with
full brilliance over here, ever since the holding
of the Third Buddhist Council up-to-date, like
the full orb of the rising moon shedding its
resplendent rays over the distant hills of the
eastern horizon. This has been made
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thera, who presided at the Third Buddhist
Council, and other Arahats such as Yonaka-
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and pr ion given by the
disciples of Mah :

the First Buddhist Council, Mahamoggali-
putta-tissa who presided at the Third Buddhist
Council, and Nyeyadhamma and Jagara who
presided at the Fifth Buddhist Council and
their ive disciples who gave the neces-

rakkhita mahathera, Sona mahathera and
Uttara mahathera.

It is not only the Bhikkhu-Sangha which
has to protect and support the Buddhist
religion, but laymen also have to play their
part. It is y for both missi y
monks and laymen to co-operate in this task,
as they are interdependent. It is an evident
and undisputed fact, that the previous
Buddhist Councils, from the First to the
Fifth, were held through the joint efforts of
the Bhikkhu Sangha and the reigning
monarchs of the times.

But laymen have multifarious household
duties to perform and can undertake to
support the Sasana when they have an
opportunity to do so, while the Bhikkhu
Sangha has only the one single duty of
protecting and supporting the religion, being
missionaries by profession and can do so at
all times.

The Buddhist monks have only two
burdens to bear namely (1) Gantha-dhura
work and (2) Vipassana-dhura work.
Gantha-dhura work is the burden of studying
or teaching the scriptures and learning them
by heart so as to preserve them. Vipassana-
dhura work is the burden of contemplation
or meditation, in order to reach the stage of
fruition of the path of knowledge and thereby
accomplish the main purpose of b i

sary material and spiritual assistance. When
we examine the case of laymen we find noble
monarchs like Ajatasattu and Asoka of India
and Mindon and others of Burma and
Arakan, who gave such material and spiritual
assistance as they could and promoted tho
cause of Buddhism. Because monks and
laymen have thus discharged the responsi-
bility that fell to their lot efficiently and well,
Buddhism has remained intact up to the date
of holding the Fifth Buddhist Council.

After the Fifth Buddhist Council, when we
came to the year 1247 B.E. (1885 C.E.) there
was no Burmese King reigning over Burma.
But the British Government held Pali
scripture examinations every year since
1257 B.E. (1895 C.E.). Mahatheras and monks
well-versed in the Pali scriptures taught them
successively from year to year; and the
inhabitants of Burma consisting of the
Burman, Mén, Shan, Chin, Kachin, Karen,
Arakanese and Kayah, gave as much assist-
ance as they could with the four necessaries
of a Bhikkhu’s daily life. For these reasaons
Buddhism stood its ground firmly in Burma
until the day she won Independence.

Nevertheless, on account of the fact that
Burma was without a Sisanadiyakd King
(Promoter of the Faith) for a period of 68‘y¢:frs‘,

a monk. Any work besides these two kinds
is, in the case of Bhikkhus, merely a hind-
rance to their objective of reachihg the final
stage of the path of knowledge and fruition
of holiness.

As regards collaboration between monks
and laymen in safeguarding and pr ing
the religion, let us review the period of 2,500
years from the end of the first to the begin-
ning of the Third Buddhist Council and from
the end of the Third to the beginning of the
Fifth Buddhist Council. We have had, on
the side of monks, eminent saints and
scholars chosen as leaders of the Bhikkhu
Sangha as being well versed in and knowing
by heart the Tipitaka scriptures, for example
mahatheras Maha-kassapa who presided at

the religi g y

with stains and blemishes in the form
of shameless immoral monks and heretical
persons, with the result that it lost its
lustre and did not shine as brightly as it
should. Thereupon, Mahitheras and monks
on the one hand, and the Union Government
of Burma and the people of Burma, who are
the promoters of the religion, on the other,
considered how best to remove those stains
and blemishes and make it shine throughout
the world. We found that it was necessary
to undertake two measures, (1) Purification
of blemishes and stains and (2) Extension
of support. Today is a democratic age when
administration in Burma has to be carried on
by legal means and not by absolute authority
and we had to frame and pass the following



five Acts to give effect to those two
measures :—

(1) Ecclesiastical Courts Act.

(2) Ecclesiastical Courts Provisional Act.

(3) Pali University and Dhammacariya
A

ct.
(4) Pali Education Board Act.
(5) Buddha Sasana Council Act

Of these five Acts, Ecclesiastical Courts
Act and Ecclesiastical Courts Provisional
Act provide for the establishment of
ecclesiastical courts throughout the Union
and for the decision, in accordance with the
Rules of the Order of all disputes in religious
matters; they also provide for measures for
the removal of stains and blemishes, in the
form of shameless immoral nionks and
heretical persons.

Pali University and Dhammacariya Act
and Pali Education Board Act are enact-
ments which provide for the holding of Pali
Patamabyan examinations and establishing
Pali Colleges in the whole of Burma for
conducting inations by the Dh a
cariya ( Pali Lecturer) standard with a view
to produce religious teachers well versed in
the scriptures.

Buddha Sasana Council Act is an enact-
ment which gives necessary powers to
the Sasana Council to do certain acts
on behalf of the Government and the
people of the Union, in all religious

PREMIER U NU’S ADDRESS

leads to wrong interpretation, which again
leads to wrong practice; and wrong practice
prevents realization of the path of knowledge
or fruition of holiness and the bliss of
Nibbana. It is therefore important that
the words and characters in the Pitaka
Scriptures should be absolutely correct.

And in this matter, we have Mahatheras
and monks still alive who are descended
from the Arahats, Mahakassapa, President
of the First Buddhist Council, and Upali,
Ananda, Anuruddha and others, highly
proficient in the Pali Pitaka Scriptures, and
virtuous and fond of discipline, as well as
Dhammacariya monks who are graduates
from the Pali Colleges. It is not, therefore,
a difficult matter to see that the words and
characters in the Scriptures are thoroughly
correct.

The Union Buddha Sasana Council his,
on behalf of the Government and the people
of Burma, constituted 48 groups of Pali
Editors and 116 boards of Revisers selected
from amongst Mahatheras and monks of
other Theravada Buddhist countries who are
highly proficient in the Pali Scriptures. The
scriptures were put into five main divisions
and the words and characters in them have
been edited and revised in comparison with
the various editions of the Pali Texts of the
Scriptures from Theravada countries and
also with ries, sub-cc ies

matters according to the cir nces of

and dictionaries of all sorts

the case. We are, at present, giving effect to
those two measures of removing impurities
and blemishes and of giving the necessary
assistance and support by means of those
five Acts. .

Pali Pitaka Scriptures which form the main
basis of Pariyatti Sasana (learning), are
especially of the greatest importance. Wrong
words or characters appearing in the
Scriptures lead to wrong translation, which

and this work has been finished. A good and
correct text of the Vinaya Pitaka acceptable
to the monks of Burma and other
Theravadin countries was produced and its
printing has been completed. The printing
of the Sutta Pitaka and the Abhidhamma
Pitaka will be taken in hand in continuation
in a regular series.

It is now time for a righteous decision
to be taken and a collective recital made
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of this good and correct text of the Pali
Pitaka Scriptures which has been edited
and revised again and again by 2,500 wise
monks present at the great assembly
of the Sixth Buddhist Council, who are
virtuous and fond of discipline, well versed
in the Scriptures and devoted to religious
practices, in the same fashion as was done
at the First Buddhist Council by 500 Arahats
led by Venerable Maha-kassapa, Upaili,
Ananda, Anuruddha and others. In making
preparations for the First Buddhist Council,
King Ajatasattu, Supporter of the Sasana
addressed the Arahat mahatheras, headed by
Mahakassapa thus: (.Sddhu bhante visatthar-
karotha mayam  anacakkam tumhdkam
dhammacakkam ) ** Venerable Sirs, please
give a righteous decision with regard to the
doctrine without any fear or hesitancy, while
I on my part will protect you with temporal
power.”

Following that precedent, I shall address
the Venerable abbots and monks now present
at the holding of the Sixth Buddhist Council,
on behalf of the Union Government and the
people of Burma, headed by the Buddha
Sasana Council and composed of various
nationalities, such as the Burman, Mén,
Shan, Chin, Kachin, Karen, Arakanese and
Kayah in this manner.

“ Venerable Sirs, please give a righteous
decision with regard to the good and correct
form of Pitaka Scriptures, while the Union
Government will protect you with legal
authority. May I most respectfully request
you, Venerable Sirs, who are virtuous, fond
of discipline, well versed in the sacred
scriptures and devoted to righteous practices,
and who belong to the noble lineage of holy
Arahats, to give a recital of the Scriptures
without any fear or hesitancy.”
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MESSAGE FROM THE RT. HON’BLE
SIR JOHN KOTELAWALA, PRIME
MINISTER OF SRI LARKA.

On behalf of the people of Sir Lafika it is
my great privilege and pleasure to convey to
the august Assembly gathered for the purpose
of the Chattha Sangdyana, greetings and
heartiest good wishes for the successful
conclusion of their noble enterprise. From
time immemorial the two lands of Burma
and Sri Laiikd have been linked together by
the golden strands of friendship. The deep
piety, devotion and courage with which you
have undertaken this great venture fill us
therefore with pride and inspiration. Both
our lands have newly won their freedom from
foreign bondage; we are the heirs of a com-
mon culture and in the tasks that face us there
is a wide community of interest as was shown
at the recent conference of the Prime Minis-
ters of South East Asia where we had the
honour and pleasure of welcoming your
Prime Minister U Nu and his colleagues. In
the promotion of human welfare there can be
no guidance greater than the Dhamma which
the Sakyamuni preached 25 centuries ago.
Its influence has permeated the vast Conti-
nent of Asia and given happiness and con-
tentment to millions of mankind throughout
the ages. Your Great Recital is being inau-
gurated under most happy auspices on the
Anniversary of the Birth and Enlightenment
of the Blessed One. Its aim is to make his

known through the world, so
that its benign influence may promote Peace
and Happiness for all Humanity. May this
sublime purpose attain comlpete fruition !

J. L. KOTELAWALA,
Prime Minister of Sri Laiika
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Message from the Rt. Hon’ble Sir John Kotelawala, Prime Minister of Sri Laiika. (Read by the Hon'ble Dr. C. W. A. Kanangara,
Minister of Local Government, Ceylon. )
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Sir John Kotelawala, Prime Minister of Ceylon
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Hon’ble Sri Jawaharlal Nehru,
Prime Minister of India.
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MESSAGE FROM THE HON'BLE
SHRI JAWAHARLAL NEHRU, PRIME
MINISTER OF INDIA

(Read by Her Excellency Mrs. Vijaya
Lakshmi Pandit)

About a year ago or more, the Prime
Minister of Burma told me that a Great
Council or Synod of Buddhism was being
organized and would be held in Rangoon.
My mind went back to the previous Councils
in the history of Buddhism from the days of
the First Council which was called by King
Ajatasatru of Magadha at Rajagaha, to that
held in Mandalay in 1871. These Councils
were landmarks in the history of Buddhism.

And now I welcome the holding of the
Sixth Council of this Great Religion. It is
inaugurated on a date of great historical
significance—the 2,500th anniversary of the
Buddha. The full moon which shone with
all its brightness on the day of the bmh of
the Buddha, on his of
ment and on his Panmbbana. will be shmmg
again on this auspicious day after two and
half millenia of human history.

This World Council will consider the
doctrines and tenets of Buddhism and will
perhaps codify them afresh for those of the
Buddhist faith. But the Buddha has been
something greater than all doctrine and
dogma, and his eternal message has thrilled
humanity through the ages. Perhaps at no
time in the past history was his message of
peacc more needed for a suffering and
distracted humanity than it is today. May
this Great Council spread anew this great
message of peace and being a measure of
solace to our generation.

I pay my homage to the memory of the
Buddha and send my respectful greetings to
the Great Council at Rangoon which is
meeting on an auspicious anniversary at a
time of great need for the world.

(Sd.) JAWAHARLAL NEHRU.
New DELHI, May I3, 1954.
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Her Excellency Mrs. Vijaya

Lakshmi Pandit reading the

Message from the Hon’ble Sri

Jawaharlal Nehru, Prime Minister
of India.
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MESSAGE OF MR. SHIGERU YOSHIDA,
PRIME MINISTER OF JAPAN, ON
THE OCCASION OF THE SIXTH
BUDDHIST COUNCIL

With the 2,500th Anniversary of the
Buddha’s Mahiparinibbana approaching in
two years hence. Burma is embarking today
upon the historical undertaking of the
Chattha Sangiyand. The Government and
the people of Burma are to devote the
national effort for two years from now on to
the revision and publication of sacred Bud-
dhist texts as a task dedicated to the cause
of world peace. On behalf of a nation
linked with Burma by Buddha-Sasana, I send
you our hearty congratulations.

It is most gratifying that Japanese Buddhist
representatives have bzen invited to partici-
pate in today’s celebration of the inaugura-
tion of the great and holy enterprise of
epoch-making_significance in the history of
Buddhism. This is a rare opportunity for
the peoples of Japan and Burma to strengthen
their ties of friendship and mutual under-
standing through common faith.

I send you the best wishes of the Japanese
people for the success of the Chattha
Sangdyand. May the spirit of Buddha-
Sasana spread over the earth to promote
universal peace and harmony.
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Mr. Shigeru Yoshida, Prime Minister of Japan
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Mr. Y. Konagaya, Consul-General

of Japan reading the Message

from Mr. Shigeru Yoshida, Prime
Minister of Japan.
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Ven'ble Bhikkhu Amritananda
reading the Message from the
Hon’ble Shri M. P. Koirala,
Prime Minister of Nepal.

(Photo inset)
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MESSAGE FROM THE HON’BLE SHRI M.

P. KOIRALA, PRIME MINISTER,

NEPAL

1 feel it a proud privilege to send this
message on the occasion of the Maha-
sangayana. It is really laudable of the
Government of Burma to have organised the
holy celebration in your land.

Long before, the Sangayana was celebrated
under the good auspices of Samrat Kala-
shoka and Dharmashoka respectively and
later the same was also celebrated after
many centuries at Rajgriha.

Later the disciples of Lord Buddha from
Bharatvarsha took the torch of Light to
Ceylon and eventually the King Vattagamini
called another Sangdyand there. In your
own country King Mindon organised another
Sangdyana a century ago and now under the
patronage of your wise President and Prime
Minister, this holy function is going to take
place. It is a matter of pride not only for
your country but for all Asians.

We Nepalese aptly feel proud of being
compatriots of Lord Buddha and it is also
most gratifying (o sec that His gospel
of forbearance, tolerance, peace and non-
violence is being not only prescrved by your
cflorts but the same is being propounded
in this present world, when the dark forces
of evil are trying to tear asunder the very
existence of mankind.

It is a proud heritage of all we Asians that
we place the power of spirit over matter.

The so-called civilised nations of today are
vying with each other to discover such
deadly weapons as to how soon they can
annihilate humanity. 1 feel, all we Asians
should rise together to resist and withstand
this evil force of materialism.

I believe this Sangdyana which is being
performed on your soil will revive with full
vigour that heavenly light which was kindled
by our Lord Buddha more than two thousand
of years ago.

The Dharmodaya Sabha of our country
has decided to call the 4th World Fellowship
of Buddhist Conference in Nepal on the
occasion of the 25hundredth birthday
anniversary of Lord Buddha in his own
place.

The Government of Nepal have also
decided to give all possible help for the same,

1 extend to you all my good wishes on this
sacred occasion and invite you through this
that all venerable disciples of our Lord
Buddha grace that big event which we
contemplate to celebrate.

M. P. KOIRALA,
PRIME MINISTER, NEPAL.
Dated, April 22nd, 1954.
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MESSAGE FROM THE CHIEF EXECU-
TIVE OF THE GOVERNMENT OF
THE RYUKYU ISLANDS

1 Ruddhi

(M. to Inte

14

Conference May 1954)

LADIES AND GENTLEMEN,

It is my greatest honour to make a speech
on this occasion that International Buddhism
Conference is held.

It has passed two thousand five hundred
years since the Buddha came into the world,
and Buddhism has been contributing greatly
to the development of mental culture of the
human beings in our long history.

I pay my best respects to the conference
where representatives from every country
meet in this Buddhistic country Burma, not
only studying the Buddha’s doctrine expect:
ing its development but also to contribute to
the promotion of friendship among
thousands of Buddhists in the world.

1 hereby, on behalf of the Ryukyuan
people, bless the success of this conference
and at the same ume 1 pray for all
the llent rep s’ happi 1
thank you.

SHUHEI HIGA,
Chief Executive,
Government of the Ryuk yu Islands.
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Mr. Ishin Tahara, President,

Okinawa Buddhist Association

reading the Message from the

Hon’ble Shuhei Higa, Chief

Executive, Government of the
Ryukyu Islands.
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Hon'ble Field-Marshal P. Pibulsonggram, President
of the Council of Ministers of Thailand.

o%seooos%&ésc:s o§@saﬂl_8<§ co0cBegD

(6599868 ggoroamot mcﬂc.o?c?
u.co"lc.caoacgmc@:ac omémyE:om
axﬂu).pagqg@ 2 cmolilgoied 3
m3lowd u%.aun.géécci v3070908%60|
ozcimwoa- oaop_)cmome @ [F_q.me
QR :ooa:famomogm 66002 8:’”
omigsé  sgseamiiop:  mGigs:
cou']:ngu

s o} oyl GG
so3u303590—

C13)CP 0q§0’)§ oc\)§a)8w5| C"O’)?

n Q"-fﬁnwﬁ

comfmremdgean -conop.:ne;

<»
a)cozé s Eoma 0 woqed
cc\::neu

Se cco.oa.can:oo'@c Sgm ag.oogc
ooeooo-mucaoa oqu)g; ] cqm.;amdc

el ge[moE Sgm oG08 aSolwgd

MESSAGE FROM FIELD-MARSHAL P.
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PIBULSONGGRAM, PRESIDENT OF
THAILAND TO THE BUDDHIST
IN BURMA

of the Sangayani under the joint
efforts of the Buddhist community in Burma,
may I extend, on hehalf of the Buddhists in_
Thailand, felicitations and good wishes for

this great Sasana undertaking.

Our Lord Buddha delivered a sermon
prior to His Mahaparinibbana that the
Dhamma He had preached should be looked
upon by His followers after His death as the
personification of their Great Teacher. With
deep reverence, they study and follow the

Dh as piled in the Tipitaka, The
Sangayana of the Tipitaka is, therefore, a
great Sasana undertaking, for it is an effory
to preserve the Dhamma,

Through grace of the Triple Gem, may the
Sangdyani accomplish its aims in every way.
Also I take this opportunity to tender my
good wishes for the welfare and happinesc
of all those present at the Sessions. May
they be strong in body and mind in order to
be well accomplished in their respective
tasks.
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MESSAGE FROM HER MAJESTY'S
GOVERNMENT TO THE GOVERN-
MENT OF THE UNION OF BURMA
ON THE OCCASION OF THE
INAUGURATION OF THE SIXTH
BUDDHIST COUNCIL

On the occasion of the inauguration of the
Sixth Buddhist Synod, Her Majesty’s Govern-
ment in the United Kingdom offer their
felicitations to the Government of the Union
of Burma on the holding of this great Coun-
cil of Theravadin Buddhist countries and
express their sincere good wishes for the
success of the Synod in its work for the wider
understanding of Buddhism. They feel con-
fident that the work of this great assembly
will strengthen the cultural links between the
participating countrics and foster goodwill
among people.
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H.E. P.H. Gore-Booth, Ambas-

sador Extraordinary and Pleni-

potentiary, reading the Message

from Her Majesty’s Government

of United Kingdom of Great
Britain.
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Agga Maha Thray Sithu U Thein
Maung, Chief Justice of the
Union and Vice-President of the
Union Buddha Sisana Council
delivering an address of venera-
tion with regard to the propaga-
tion and the maintenance of the
Buddha Sasana.
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MOST RESPECTFULLY BHANIE,

With the permission of the presiding
Mahathera [ most respectfully inform that the
Union Buddha Siasana Council has proposed
besides the Recital of the revised Tipitaka
at the present Sangdyana, to revise all the
relevant Commentaries and  Sub-com-
mentaries, and to publish them after obtaining
the approval of the responsible learned
Mahatheras. Accordingly, some of the
Text Editing Groups have already edited
some of the Atthakathas and Tikas, and the
remaining ones will be edited by the other
Text Editing Groups. After the re-editingand
the scrutiny of the Text, the Mahatheras
working on the Text Re-editing Groups will
re-edit and scrutinise these Commentaries
and Sub-commentaries.

The Union Buddha Sasana Council has
also a proposal to publish the Burmese
Translations of the Tipitaka. The Burmese
Translations Bureau comprising Dhamma-
cariyas (Graduates in the Pali Lecturership
Examinations) and headed by Dr. U Lin,
Agga Maha Pandita, D.Litt. have translated
the whole of the Tipitaka. These translations
are being examined by the Words Selecting
Committee and also re-edited and scrutinised
by the Burmese Translations Re-editing
Groups. Finally, they will have to obtain
the approval of the responsible learned
Mahatheras before publication.

The Union Buddha Sasana Council is also
arranging to publish a fully descriptive
treatise on the “Life of the Buddha”
(Buddhavamsa), which treatise will be more
descriptive than the *Jinattha-pakasanani’
and the “ Tathagata-udana-dipani”. This
treatise will be published in Burmese, and as
such a group of learned persons headed by
Dr. U Lin, Agga Mahd Pandita is preparing
for this, and” when completed it will be
scrutinised by the responsible learned
Mahatheras before publicdtion.

Not only that. The Union Buddha
Sasana Council has a proposal to bring
out a Burmese edition of Pali Concordance
which will refer to the whole of the Tipitaka
or Five Nikayas. The Pili editors are now
compiling the materials for the same.

It is also projected to publish the following
books in Burmese after the publication of the
“ Life of the Buddha " :—

(1) Essence of the Teachings of the Buddha
in Burmese.

(2) Biographies of  Arahants Maha
Sariputta, Maha Moggallana and
Maha Kassapa.

The Union Buddha Sasana Council intends
that, after the conclusion of the present
Chattha Sangdyana, all these buildings now
used for the Sangiyana will be used for the
propagation of the Buddha-Dhamma. At
that time, this place where the Great Council
is now being held will become a centre for
Advanced Buddhistic studies, not only for
the Union of Burma, but also for all Thera-
vadin countries, and the Union Buddha
Sasana Council expects that this place will
becomea very important International centre
—a centre which will be world-renowned in *
advanced Buddhistic studies and also a pride
to all Theravadin countries.

By judging the amount of help given by
all Theravadin countries in the preparations
for the holding of this Great Buddhist
Council, the participation of all Theravadin
countries in this Sangayana, the sending of
delegates from all Buddhist countries and the

ding of and congr y
letters from even the non-Buddhist countries,
the Union Buddha Sasana Council believes
that this Chattha Sangidyana must come to a
successful conclusion, that the projects of
the Sisana Council must be accomplished
and that in future this place must become a
Research Buddhist Centre which will be the
pride of all Theravadin countries.
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In addition to the above the Sasana
Council has also projects for the propagation
of the Buddha-Dhamma both in the Union
of Burma and abroad. Even now the Sasana
Council is doing propagation work in
Assam and also in the Hill Tracts Region
of Burma, where the All-Burma Buddhist
Association and the Burma Hill Tmcls

i have

work. Wllh a view to sending out Buddhist
Missionaries to foreign countries, the
Dhammadita College has been opened
at the Kaba-Aye (World Pcace) Pagoda.
There those who have passed the Lecturership
Examinations in Pali are trained.in English
and Hindi by competent teachers. Besides,
the Sasana Council is giving the necessary
help to the Buddhist Organisations and
Libraries in foreign countries, also helping
those foreigners who desire 1o come to
Rangoon and practise Vipassana here, and
also publishing periodicals, such as ** The
Light of the Dhamma ** and ** The Sangayana
Monthly ™ for the propagation of the Buddha-
Dhamma. Recently, under the auspices of
the Siasana Council, the Venerable U Thittila
went to Australia to propagate the Teaching
of the Buddha there.

Arrangements have also been madc to
have informal gs with the deleg:
from Nepal and India to discuss matters
relating to the promotion of the Buddha's
Sasana.

In brief, the Sasana Council believes that
the result of the holding of the Chajtha
Sangayané will be to obtain more co-opera-
tion and collaboration of all Theravadin
countries and that they will be able to strive
best for the progress of the Buddha'’s
Teachings.

In conclusion, I most respectfully and
humbly request that all the venerable
Mahitheras and Theras present here will
send their Metta to all sentient beings and
that they will help us in every way.

Boaoepecns 23 50m0 :25 560650
Ven. Bhaddanta Ananda Maitreya of Ceylon
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SPEECH DELIVERED BY VEN’BLE B. ANANDA MAITREYA THERO, CEYLON

VEN. MAHATHERAS, BROTHERS AND SISTERS,

We are happy that we have happened
to be present at this grand ceremony of
historic importance. This, as it is known,
is called the Chattha Sangayana, the Sixth
Conyocation.  According to this history of
Buddha-Sasana, there were Five Great Con-
vocations previous to the present one, held
by Mahatheras. Of them the First Council
was held at Rajagaha three months after the
Parinibbana of the Lord Buddha and there
were 500 great Arahats assembled for the
recital of the Dhamma.

The Second Council was held at Vesali by
700 Arahats, and the Third One at Patali-
putta by 1,000 Arahats in 228 B.E.

The Fourth Council was held at Aloka-
Vihara in Matula District in Ceylon by 500
Mabhitheras, and immediately after that
Council the whole Buddhist Canon was com-
mitted to writing. This took place during
the reign of King Vattagamini-Abhaya
( about 522 B.E.)

Then a long time after, during the reign of
that pious and righteous king, Mindon Min
by name, in the year 2414 B.E., the Fifth
Great Council was held at Mandalay by 2,400
learned Mahatheras, at which the whole Tipi-
taka Text was inscribed on 729 marble slabs.

It seems that all the former convocations
were held by the Theras of the same country
where each of therA was held. As for this
Sixth Sangayana, however, 2,500 Mahatheras
are assembled not ogly from Burma but also
from various other Gpuntries as Siam, Cam-
bodia, Laos, Vietnam; India, Pakistan, Nepal
and Ceylon, whichtis a very important
event worthy of regard.

With regard to this Sangiyani, there is
another point, important and of much value,
that deserves attention. It is a fact, well
known to all of us, that there are seven great
wonders still to be seen in the world. But
in connection with this Sangayand, a greater
wonder appeared surpassing and excelling
all of them in its importance, in its strength
and simple beauty. See this marvellous
building, a creation of wonderful workman-
ship. It is not a mere cave as it appears to
your ordmary eye. This is something more.
This is also a symbol that represents the
strength of the firm determination, the daunt-
less energy and the ardent love for Buddhism,
of Burmese people.

The third point | see, in connection with
this Sangayana, is this. Unlike other nations
that have got self-government. the people
of Burma, immediately after they got Inde-
pendence, made up their mind to restore
Buddha-Sasana, the mother of their great
Burmese culture. As a matter of fact, they
are worthy of admiration of other nations
for their insight into this matter, for the
whole progress of Burmese nation is due
only to Buddhism, and the decline
of Buddhism is the downfall of Burmese
nation. And further, it is the very Buddha-
Dhamma that has given them the courage
and preserving energy to stand unhesitatingly
and unmoved even in the times of war,
facing bravely and enduringly all sorts
of troubles and tribulations with a heroic
vigour. So, they are quite right that they
have determined, immediately after they got
Independence, to enhance the Sasana and
bring it back to its pristine purity ; as a
consequence of which, this Sangayana has
come to pass. Thus doing their duty to their
religion, and thereby to their culture as well,
the Burmese people have set an example to
other nations.

Last of all, there is one more fact that I
cannot neglect mentioning here. You know,
1 think, that our Sasana consists of three
divisions, namely Pariyatti, Patipatti and
Pativedha. The first two of these three are
still to be found in a somewhat satisfactory
condition in other Theravadin countries,
whereas with regard to the third division
they lack it. But here in Burma, I believe
and boldly express my personal view, there
are not only Pariyatti and Patipatti in a
perfect condition, but also Pativedha Sasana
too is still existing and so, I believe, there are
Ariya-puggalas still in this country. Thus,
in this aspect too, Burma excels all other
countries, and it is no wonder that people of
such a country are extremely pious and so
inclined to their religion that they are ready
at any moment to sacrifice their health,
wealth and even their life for the sake of
their religion. So, rightly it has become a
proverbial saying : “ If you want to see the
ardent love for Buddha-Sasana and earnestly
put to practice, go to Burma and see.”

May this Sixth Sangayana be successful in
all its aspects, and may Burma the earnest
protector of Buddhism, prosper in every way
by the power of the Triple Gem !
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NAMO BUDDHAYA
MESSAGE OF GOODWILL

I convey a message of goodwill and
appreciation from the thirty thousand
Buddhists of Tripura, a State which lies on
the North East frontier of the Indian
Republic, to the Buddhist representatives of
different countries and through them to the
Buddhist Brotherhood of the World.

They congratulate the generous people of
Burma and particularly the Buddha Sisana
Council, for their patronage and efforts in
organising this Sixth Great Buddhist Council
and express their hearty thankfulness to
them for making their benevolent arrange-
ments for ding their rep to
attend the Chattha Sangayana.

They heartily wish and believe that this
Great Buddhist Council shall attain unpre-
cedented success and that the light of the
Lord Buddha, diffused cvermore through
his channel, shall send Love and Peace
home to every citizen of this]confused and
troubled world.

Though a microscopic minority, the
Buddhists of Tripura, about eighteen
thousand Tribal Chakmas, about ten
thousand Mags of Arakanese origin and
about two thousands Baruas (Bengal
Buddhists), poor, backward and illiterate as
they are, feel proud that they still carry the
colours of the Lord in the Buddha-land,
India, and they cherish a great hope for
their help and advancement from the
Buddha Sisana Council and from the
benevolent people of Burma.

The Buddhists of Tripura, with all their
humbleness and inabilities, pledge to place
theu' humble services to the World Buddhist

Or for the Ad of
learning of the Teachings of Lord Buddha
5o that real peace may reign over Humanity
and over all life.

“* Subbe Satta Sukhita Bhavantu *

BHIKKHU ARYMITRA,
President, All-Tripura State Buddhist
Association, Agartala, Tripura,

(India).

acpocn$ g oo

Ven'ble Bhikkhu Aryamitra
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Ven’ble Dipankara-Srijan Thera, President of Buddhist Association, Chittagong and other members
of the Delegation from Chittagong
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ADDRESS OF VENERATION ON THE OCCASION OF THE OPENING CEREMONY OF THE SIXTH SANGAYANA ON THE 18th MAY 1954, AT RANGOON, BY VEN.
DIPANKAR SRIJNAN, MAHATHERA, PAKISTAN STATE DELEGATE; PRESIDENT, BUDDHIST ASSOCIATION AND PRESIDING BHIKKHU BUDDHIST MONASTERY, CHITTAGONG

RIGHT HONOURABLE PRESIDENT, MOST
RESPECTABLE ORDER OF MONKS, BROTHERS
AND SISTERS :

I, on behalf of the Buddhists of East
Pakistan, have the pleasure to greet you on
this august occasion of the opening ceremony
of the Sixth Synod (Chattha Sangiyana)
and to convey the heartiest message of

Revered upholders of the cause of the
Saddhamma, we all know that the holding
of such councils, though few and far between,
were not unknown to the Buddhist world
of yore. Thanks to the members of the
Union Buddha Sisana Council, who have
organised this Sixth Council of its kind,
whercin we have been invited to participate
as del from the neighbouring friendly

love and goodwill of the Pakistani Buddhi
to you all and through you the Buddhist
countries you represent and the world at
large and also for the success of your noblest
mission of compiling and re-editing and
reviewing the entire Pali Canon in different
characters and translating them in different
languages and publishing a concise Tipitaka
and we feel ourselves constrained to give
vent to our feelings of heartfelt gratitude to
the Union Buddha Sasana Council who have
organised this Sangayana as well as to the
Burmese Buddhists, the unstinted supporters
of this noblest mission.

The ity to propagate the Saddh
ma to purge the human mind of internal
impurities and evil dispositions, to preach
the doctrines of Mettd, Karuni, Mudita
and Upekkha to emphasise the practice of
Ahimisa and universal love as enjoined by
the Saddhamma especially at this critical
juncture of human civilisation and the fast
approaching world catastrophe, when rivalry
and malice, lust and hatred, love of power

and y are so r the
pcople “of all countries of the world and
consequently when the third world war is
knocking at the door, can hardly be over-
estimated. And it is the bounden duty of
the Buddhist Brotherhood to come forward
with the Buddha's unfailing prescription of
all internal ills and to save the suffering
humanity and the worried world and to
restore the peace, harmony and happiness of
mankind in particular and of all beings in
general. Let us, therefore, O! Brothers,
actively co-operate in the deliberations of this
Sangiyani and labour hard for the fulfilment
of the aims and achievement of the success
of this Sangiyana and in obedience to the
injunction of the Lord Buddha ** Caratha
...... ** travel to the four corners of the earth
to preach the Saddhamma to the ignorant
and suffering humanity at large and to serve
as emissaries of universal love, peace and
goodwill to the North and South and to the
East and West.

State of Pakistan and our words fail to
give vent to our sincerest felicitations at
the honour shown to us and through us to
our State in offering us an opportunity to
take part in the cause of the Saddhamma.
Brothers in Faith! We the Pakistani
Buddhists claim to be the proud possessors
of that great cultural heritage of historic
Buddhist-India, the modern sub-continent of
Indo-Pakistan. Today we are reminded of a
glorious past when a happy relationship was
with you well over two thousand years ago,
with the carrying of the sacred teachings
of the Tathagata in this golden land of
Burma by the holy savants, Sona and Uttara
of our great sub-continent. It is indeed
really encouraging to note that this invaluable
gift of love and fraternity and truth
and purity received a nourishing care in
the hands of your glorious ancestors and
has in time passed on to their worthy
posterity and met with equal grace and

devotion. Although religious persccution,
forcible conversion, slow but gradual
imilation of Buddhi: in  heretical

religions, ignorance and inactivity of the
remnants of the shattered Bhikkhu Sangha
and other political and social circumstances
might be adduced to the causes of the decline
and fall of Buddhism in the land of its birth,
yet it is to the credit of our noble ancestors
that they could keep the flickering light of
Buddhism burning in a remote corner of
the sub-continent of Indo-Pakistan, viz.,
Chi h small in ber they
might be. Having had to live rather scattered
and fallen into ignorance as they did, they
fell victims to many superstitious rites and
practices accompanied with slackness in the
observance of Vinaya Rules which were
practically goading them to the verge of
merging with heretical religions. It was at
this critical juncture of the very existence
of Indo-Pak Buddhists we remember with
gratitude and love that your noble ancestors
paid us back in our own coin when the

88

Great Sangharaj Siramitta Mahithera of
Arakan, Burma, went to Chittagong and
re-established the faith by reforming the
monks and laymen. To reform the
Bhikkhus who had strayed from the Path,
he granted them fresh ordination according
to the Rules of the Buddhist Codex and
the original Theravida Buddhism was
thus re-established in its pristine purity in
East Bengal.

Amongst  the  distinguished = Buddhist
monks and the laity the activities of the
following religious and social workers, vrz,
late Ven. Sangh hari Dh
dhari, one of the orgamscrs of the Ramaﬁﬂa
Socl ol‘ Ccylon, his dlscnple late Ven.

h or of the

Association  of
disciple latc Ven
a, the F
Prcsldcnt of the Bengal Buddhist Association
of Calcutta ; late Ven. Aggamahipandit
U. Dhammawansa, Mahithera, President of
the Buddhist Association of Chittagong ;
Ven. Paiifidloka Mahathera, the Ovad‘acariya
and Ganthasodhoka of this Sangdyana ; late

Buddhlst
anolher

Chmagong
Rangoon

Babu Knshna Chandra  Chowdhury,
y of the Buddhist Associa-
uon or Chittagong ; late Dr. Bhagirath

Barua and so on—names of whom are worth

as they d d their entire
energy and cndcavour for the social and
moral uplift of the Buddhists of Indo-
Pakistan.

We, the Buddhists of Pakistan have always
offered our unstinted support and allegiance
to the existing Government of the State.
Government of Pakistan have generously
contributed to the completion of the
Buddhist M y at  Chi by
sanctioning a donation of Rs. 10,000 and
have agreed to bear all the expenses of
bringing the Sacred Relics of Arahans
Sariputta and Mahimoggallana to give an
opportunity to the Buddhists of East
Pakistan to pay homage to and worship the
Sacred Relics, as a mark of respect for the
religion and culture of the Buddhists of East
Pakistan. . They have also sanctioned an
annual grant of Rs. 10,000 for the educa-
tional ad of the ity both

ic and d The N:
Govemmenl of Pakistan have been lookmg
upon this micr P mmonty
with sympathy and generosity and have gvcn

assurance and guarantee to protect life,
property, religion and culture of the
Buddhists of the State.
It is well nigh a century smcc we have
blished reli and
with Theravada countries like Burma, Ceylon
and Siam (Thailand). The Sangharaj Sect
of Bhikkhus of Chittagong has been named
after its illustrious reformer, the Sangharaj
Saramma of Burma. On many important
fi and cer such as
the csLabllshmcnt of Bhikkhu-Sima, founda-
tion of temples and monasteries, etc., we
invited monks from Burma and Ceylon.
His Majesty the King of Siam has
encouraged and enhanced the tie of friend-
ship by making a noble gift of the Tipitaka
in Slamcsc script to thc Chmtamam Library
of the C M y. In
pre-war times this relationship was so close
that monks and scholars from other
countries enjoyed all possible facilities for
visiting each other’s land and engaging
themselves in studies under the guidance of
suitable teachers. Now that peace has been
blished after the d of the last
great war, it is only meet and proper that
the ban on those facilities be withdrawn
especially for monks. Such cultural
mtercol:rscs should bc encouraged by

of
scholarships by agreement with the Bhikkhu-
sangha and Governments of the respective
countries.

I beg to conclude here and greet you all
once more with love and best wishes and I
offer my hearty thanks to the members of
the Union Buddha Sisana Council for kmdly
allowing us an opportunity of participating
in this meeting and to the Government of
the Union of Burma for the best hospllahly
rendered to us by way of making provision
for us during our short stay here.

In the last I accord my heartfelt thanks to
the Government of Pakistan on behalf of
the Buddhists of East Bengal for kindly
providing us with every facility for attending
this meeting as delegates of the State of
Pakistan.

“* Sabbe Satta Sukhita Hontu "

DIPANKAR SRUNAN MAHATHERA.
18-5-54.
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Ven'ble Bhikkhu Jininanda, M.A., Ph.D.

NAMO BUDDHAYA CHATTHA
SANGAYANA

SANDESO—THE MESSAGE GF
GOODWILL

THE MOST VENERABLE HOLY SANGHA, THE
HONOURABLE PRIME MINISTER, AND THE
DEVOTED BUDDHIST LAITY OF BURMA.

Strs,

1 have been authorised by the State Govern™
ment of Behar to represent at this august
conference the newly wakened and restored
Nalanda, the birth place and home of the
first two great disciples of Lord Buddha,
Arahant Sariputta and Mahamoggallana.
I bring unto this Sangiyana the heartiest
greetings and the best metta of the men and

women of Magadha, the land that had
witnessed the first threec Sangitis after the
Maha-parinibbana of the Buddha. As a
token of devotion to the Dhamma and high
regards for Burma, I have brought an ancient
rarc scal from Nalanda unearthed from the
vicinity of the Sariputta Chetiya, that had
been erected on the chamber of Nalanda in
which the Arahant Sariputta was born and
also got his Parinibbana. This seal bears
the words * Ye dhamma hetuppabhava
tesam hetu Tathagata aha, tesam ca yo
nirodha evam vadi Mahdasamano ti.” By
the grace of these words of the Buddha may
the Chattha Sangayana be glorious and
obtain success in the noble ideals with which
it has been convened by Burma, with best
co-operation of the Buddhist world.

Most unfortunate days fell on India, and
she lost the Dhamma completely. Now, how
very significant it is that Burma is going to
pay back the spiritual obligation to India by
holding the Chattha Sangayani and under-
taking to send India the Pali Tipitaka in
Deva-nagari characters. The Buddha has
said * Dhamma danam sabba danam jinati’™
This Dhamma danam by Burma to India
will be high and sublime. History will record
it in gold.

This Sangayana will mark the ascending
point of the revolving wheel of the Dhamma.
It is uniquely great in importance and
grandeur inasmuch as it has been partici-
pated in by the members of the Sangha from
the entire Buddhist world. This Sangayana
will command the universal acceptance and
sanction and once more on behalf of
Nalanda I offer best regards and Metta.

Yours in the Dhamma,

BHIKKHU JINANANDA,
Professor of Pali and Buddhology,
Pali Institute, Nalanda, Patna.
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MESSAGE OF THE VEN. NYANATILOKA MAHATHERA
( Read by Ven. Nyanaponika Thera)

With permission of the Maha Sangha.
The Venerable Nyantiloka Mahitheraregrets
it very much that a throat ailment prevents
him from addressing the Maha Sangha
directly. He has requested me to read his
message on his behalf. The Mahathera
says:i—

** We are very happy Lo be present at an
event of such great importance for the
Sasana as the Chattha Sangiyand, and we
are full of admiration for the faith, courage
and sacrifice that has gone into its reali-
zation. We have all reason to be grateful
to the Sangha, the Government and the laity
of the Union of Burma, for making all this
possible.

The Sangdyana has the task to preserve
the purity of our traditional texts containing
the words of the Enlightened One. It isa
very important task, indeed, to see to it that
the reliability of our traditional texts inspires
confidence in those who study them, and
that the texts give no chance for distortions,

dditi and isinterpretations. There
may be so-called * modern minds " who may
think that this amounts just to a cult of
mere words. But they forget that we are
dealing here with the clear, unambiguous
words of an Enlightened One, deserving to
be protected in their purity as a contrast to
the mass of ambiguous verbiage and theories
that confuse and mislead modern man today.
Only the pure Dhamma that retains the
precious flavour of Enlightenment, will be a
reliable guide to wise understanding and
noble action. In an unambiguous teaching
(ekamsika-desana), the purity of under-
standing is based on the purity of the
wording. It is, therefore, my heartfelt wish
that this important task of the Chagtha
Sangayana may be completed successfully,
and bestow its blessings on those who per-
form it, and help in performing it.

I have no doubt that these will also be the
wishes of the Buddhists of Germany, the

country of my birth, and that all German-
speaking Buddhists, in Germany itself, in
Austria and Switzerland, will also join me
in my homage to the Mahi Sangha
assembled here, and in the joy that fills us in
this happy hour.

It was my good Kamma to become the
first German Buddhist monk,” having been
ordained here, in Burma, 50 years ago. |
believe that it is not without meaning and
consequence that this is the first Sangiyani
in which Western Bhikkhus take part.  This
fact fills me with hope and confidence that
the * catuddisa-sangha™, the Sangha of the
four quarters of the world, will extend also
to the West and take firm roots there, 1am
happy to tell you that enthusiastic and
devoted Buddhists of Ceylon have formed a
*Lanka Dhammaduta Society’, with the
intention to send, before Vesak 2500, a
mission to Germany, and to establish the
Sangha there. It is hoped that the year
2500 will see the first Upasampada on
German soil. The realization of these plans
will be a notable contribution to the
hopes we cherish for the year 2500, regard-
ing the spreading of the Sasana. May I beg
the Mahd Sangha for its blessings to that
Sasana work in my home country, Germany.

May this Chattha Sangiyani prove to be
the Aruna, the morning dawn, for a new
sunrise of the Sasana! May the sun of the
Saddhamma spread the warm rays of Mettd
over a world so full of hate: may it spread
the clear light of wisdom over a world so
full of confusion and ignorance! May all
these efforts and achievements of which we
are and will be witnesses, convince the world
that selfiess devotion can be strong enough
to conquer all obstacles and finally save the
world from the self-destruction threatening
it now.

May the Sasana endure long and bring its
message of peace to the whole world !
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SPEECH BY VEN. NAGA THERA,
HEAD, VIETNAM DELEGATION.

VEN'BLE SIRS, BROTHERS AND SISTERS,

On behalf of the Vietnamese Theravida
delegation, we respectfully worship the
Maha Sangha and pay our warmest greetings
to all brothers and  sisters coming from far
and near in the whole world.

We also do not forget the gratitude of the
Burmese Government and the Union
Buddha Sasana Council who have given us
an opportunity to participate in this solemn
and historical ceremony.

Ven. Sirs, Brothers and Sisters;

While there is in Vietnam a cruel'and
ceaseless war, we have to exert with much
difficulties to get the authorities from our
Government to come here, if without the help
of the Burmese Government and Union
Buddha Sisana Council.

As for Theravida Buddhism in Vietnam,
we are very small and poor party but we are
with faithful heart. We are more than one
thousand disciples and there are only four
Theravida Temples is Saigon, but we are
hoping that one day, in future, Vietnam
shall be a perfect Theravadin country. By
the grateful helping of the Cambodian
Mahithera. His Eminence the Sangharaji
who is present here, in order to show !he

ion of Buddhi between |
and races everywhere in the whole world,

In the middle of the happy atmosphere,
we are very glad to sow a little seed in the
Buddha Sidsana, however small, we with
respect, offer one thousand rupees and one
Vietnamese art to the Union Buddha Sasana
Council for the purpose of Chattha
Sangiyani. Weare also hoping that, by
the blessings of the Triple Gem, the Cha"ha
Sangiyana shall bring the happmcss and
peace to mankind.

All Burmese Buddhist virtues thus should
be written in the golden book of Buddhism.

Not only this high honour but also the
N:bbﬁna bliss we attain by performing our
duty in this noble affair.

May all beings be happy !
Thanking you.

B3z §: concocB o 8grcombogeagolsci B Bad coqp8ispBeopeco®

aloaaaaoq?owmeco a 256§29mmC00

@ ool G:xx'm$ cnomodl_§@
cd coc@é 2By s50E(m
o \c‘o ougha: sao%ﬁoog 2203
weoyd_ooe 250p5i9  orgond

S oé'cofg];;?sfoﬁ%ﬁ can?Ei

31 w3gmoé :noJE'oJc. 6[gos3 cagres:

q@é.m $0p0demoE: whoorcmatiod
[géolaogs mqé@c»og o

qEnpicdl wims mcr(@oo.;'mo.
G602 ajmgd cmm@.cmmaﬁ
o2eE 0 socoémoma axn[§o§ c;E
o PaqmSI ajpgmon cooom{ofsé
o) 0210l [§o§o GoJ2050)05 :noqumﬁ
co:wé a)ogmoo,p.eom:ﬁ 8&¢ omd
220310305 0beom: cadcoy)d:
'@Sc] 20320005 M0y :o&
0€:qq 6503¢[mq a'ﬁé RE0? 3G ocs

6 eoome[mac: §o:00pemd og

ma'c\)'ogué By0b 6fgasd es{mdlon,

2 oogdaoa: @oc:m 2§03
oz [Borg)Sieq: olar uppéiadeqs Olar magp
Bdogieqe olo 83 Sodaoa: [pofeq: ola
o§§§ loebe [;:oéc:m :m:n.pccns
0% 233 wemaeord [oyedaS: egipads

ol [goewd °.99.c:m G i3 oud
copo%q.f, c.}:x?mo'] ofgbedTcoqf E&o
c:n: oxgoacd me(maé: mewm

DGy wm@é@(ﬂn
gy @l wiwd

94

2,

mg> cwomfel: 9§ agmasadiadué
P ) oaoéan.op‘ E&\)xoq§ epr S
o0pfana: 321032030300 )
cncpe mo.cq%?‘) o:ué[(_:g ::P cho
o a)aaopco)mgcoé
co@cncoq$ caooégcﬁoo]’[mmo* cmo&
9% cc\)p(rmo%]coa)e "

2eEonmicdico &R 523
cm%gngrgmoo opprancopSs @;&Qﬁ
R—ag! qp@o&)& Cloyp: o B
6uM1GDI Ot G)2: §on c§ oyt

o &cd mragioé P A oa.co.é
:D.;m :n.?oSol]é og) :og’]odé HES)
a)o'lw;o ooé@quél olgédmq Qg
B0lwgaoéagd §ed ?mompcoo
o5 ooy wgSoie 1 i ol
[gEs20p5 goagyo: ':pagog 8:)[ad[gss oS5
0ofgéuq) co)omfﬁ c03¢eq20d [gctcl o5
0 Df: o) @é.l &gl @é &
o%&a)a@&g‘\@&&p —0) GLYEOD 3
olasgbu

& & teonSaé
@?@ﬁ%&gjﬁrﬁ 5& B&l 5
G oxpiewaegauc gg 3

O:Dél q2rgo00pd: 58 %) oé]a)él
33 cu)ocg‘w ™, :n’onE DI05605
l%oqégo cn me): mogcgmj'[s
8l 962000 @&] co0oma} Goéegand
q$ [358€ piloophi 2505 awgly méicars

L

oxg: ewalgoy efima Baxy ofgdse
"
gj:o :ojag a)g'l [géooéco)x']me}:
2oglmyéicncd oqmc; ™ u. Eemd quoss
coSczgS opbico: culéadmq cqimal
m dgéod mem@:\ gﬁmg’] Boogl o
) a)g'lm:naﬁ a)ccqw:n?é o)
oogleo gj:nfrrg Bz DDUWIDFAAD
g wéeags o::o.;é oy eagiesd(®
Solws> o:vé' limmag :no'leo
ops cagresd{m f]”?" c::.;iS g\mé
cxresifaés odolwso 100t
é&a’z ?cmﬁmooa cmié Eoﬁc@»o @
oé oé [g8cloogS) -[go5g oeprooph:
%scm @30lopSn
wamsl Sgmad m4wo§o§ozé o3}
c,wpqp.é 280105 6§e> ¢Sc3adrrem
Sl 99.09030305 ccg@é qu'la)é: gl
DYOIGRM c[go:r{.ﬁopoé veonyalu

¢80l mgate2399—

oo §mad 3ppesE “mbs
oan g§ooa a3 ooy qf c::n:sgig3

('DOJCDD fezle o] G?%O)O) U)G

neg 0F u§mco "’u@qé s::mﬂu)
omi5° 90 awepuy) adglud 039

3 moecm m@w o> g0

u% G§Q>'JOG:?S 0
G:D(.DJ! [~tevp) ig

Sagy oqd © $°°30>J o E‘"mé




G AI§a3s Brawo: |§§eo »AOF

o
§
9 Im wwgnﬂ,s.ewc cmaés
OD O’:e Bg(j 050033'93)') ijoed')'g—
‘o’ R 3" e ;3 B e g
ng} =3B g og u@qm :n:ng'lu?
o537 QUIME TsWGW] YIS
om|$2 QuaaD$ MswgaD WYGE: “cd
olsgbeomsBegsacd” vgqt: Jes(m
cq ie POCRY R9GC: §°9
Claogdi

N0 ¢ ’]C < C oc ’]
ajos3 o8ClEe) 7 Quoduats Béidliesy
af3ocut &3 agucg’éazﬁ:anz Qo
[03:23:8ab:Bpg0b0p5i60: M euro§200m

32552W0M GE)2:PY:Fed @ oé.géc:no
qu)§.cm3ma>é [gobgooep: 08$y0§ &
65 of§ies20d .socnﬂé: qup—s% g8
c@amcooo o) sqomm:pc ogT0-35
@rmm orpqodesné mnﬂaoc:ésmpé

OC")C\X'D’JC] G(’DJ'JE 0)0’)9’.) GL;]C'&) Oé

coif3§ oy mrﬂwp méo@u’lwéu
mng]socg oqeeaoo'lwpa)e)' odg
chmc\) Becmam:ﬂu ogesot (§red: 0
:Dél wés oge 08§ oxepiomaieod (g6
o2 ogm 0916 maodian3oc Sl of
ofmo3c: o;rﬂwp mc@q: 338¢ &S §6¢
Propotg mmt_oa)o msaocunc- o
modc.odc' mmsoé @éq@mo 0§ o'1§
ago:né Ec@u’lmel uacﬁéoﬁcﬁqwg
ﬁ:Em%u :oa I
wamﬂ gom2: & oy aao']u:.?oa)%

aoca:ccpmﬁc‘pd][tjl g0Bwang

©n o e en

n

dlé LﬂSaJc I 6]mJ Slmjgéar oogl wglays
2505 :n.;moJC' (88¢:9) :»(ﬂu)§:>o>c

[ma o0g5i cao.c.s.@u']aaeg I

coc,som gjsom;.cm-xnewc sangl.so
B ogasolwsdmE oBw el ené
@mﬁgéc\g@e@w co€dloog u:c.a)rﬂu);.o
03 0gooc3mascls ol og:ocnm:»co]a—
w$0 coTaoqu'Ioel wé: omBw aoc§
om0 160059 :»:ﬂ GD‘J.GC\)J‘)O')I
:moqu: ols sn.ccupem mgmcoagmo
s’:o.cmdaoo cmoc.m go50ou god

o.oo'q cmoc 9?0‘) ODE Bg CD’)-@ @0

GQ)D ODCP 00’)9‘003'3 UQ('D:D 0 92(\):?03
<

OC qU)§ ddd (‘:] C?Gmd‘)d)é SDCOLDQ’J
Q)f;]u)§‘) ODCEO’]QBI scoao:oqg')u)@d]
GEII

A

:ng]éoxp.m coc@ ¢ wa m:o.?c\:@p_:
6539€ (4§92 §€€e059r0005: 0§z
5,00 B6uoq a)s']ngle.mdcn com@ml oql
g5:8€e5 ¢ dmen :naa:§'>ocm09m3
OBocDD ouaocooq Emop. SO
057 0§6202E qm,vccn%edo' u)ama
oogl vpo mcﬁcﬁccoo*@:»é 2316
[INND) acccc»S 28:qs¢ m@o'mfgo-cwa
a']u)m—x;gé Secocan: eqcsaoé 6002059

Be@c oe:m']wpm 6502Egmd c§[§
E‘ 10005 15608 Sgacondaq G3aBoooicd
e [_g'mdu)c:m alg5coéayoh Bocmﬁ
20g5i 5§6a3590Bc0pS: [g6codlaopSu

n2Bolbbn

95

3qEcd :9ERA gjcsoacqmodmmo.
SQCDQ 320000C EOGUQ}e [] chml ‘J’)C‘C
Ra Qﬁcaoacqmo‘]mmr so@c»ao.uc 9o
coa:@l aj c302Egqabajabapdans 25?
e @oqem c)a)m[éc'c'l Boco:»a)l
a) Gsoocqm‘.dmoae:no agedlc c[g:m
[§2:9> moych :nmﬂ.ep @c.l 8:ql[golg¢:
oJe.a)oEc.c'] Bocome " gﬁcaoacqmodm
x@coa pe]]: 328:5: Bo@cwo 9':(73455
oopse): onadioepdionp:
%Ecé] [gbeoagSu

:nqé:mp 2031 oBel3o6 c:o':égns
3y :omﬂ'cog.c.qj BEB Lc,.c@:mé
9 0éigé g)es0aEgndaimd 20305
manl:c%?omél cc'cg.?]'me@qeél] ) 'Jc@
om@ee §> 2563 wassl 805

co1q Clogbu

a)es02Egqndaycd m0y05 :a(mEsd mp
ogc:m 2m)5603 8ga000saq Brd:03
205 636 pofol ﬁmwc.:oo sm.:ncx
seoatres(oyologu

o

C
QU:DU:GCD’.) a)g;éll

c oc c ']
A0VLIGDD SD:DO’.)qGQ)’.) QXDOI

2628626005 mo0ndegeand g0l

20gdl 9686:08205 gS:a0o[dles
o0ogSs!

20g0leb86:03a5 [§5:[5Eta3 eepad
Eo’lcomé.u



It is indeed auspicious. frlcnds that we, all

THE TRANSLATION OF THE PALI SPEECH

By

THE VEN'BLE KIRIWATTUDUVE SIRI PANNASARA NAYAKA THERA
PRINCIPAL OF THE VIDYALANKARA PIRIVENA, KELANIYA, CEYLON AT THE

DHAMMA SANGAYANA
HELD IN BURMA ON THE 17TH OF MaAy 2497 B.E. (1954 C.E.)

for the world, and for the bcncﬁl well-being

followers of the Enligh d One, of d
nationalities and of different colours,
asscmble here, see one another, and discuss
and rehcarse the Dhamma together.

It is well known to all those who are
conversant with the aflairs of the world that
in this atomic age the different peoples all
over the world are living in great misery and
in fear of war and death as though in Satthan-
tara aeon in which people, mistaking onc
another for animals, annihilate one another,
or as though in Samvatta aeon in which let
alone human beings the whole world itsell
meets with destructuon.

W¢, the followers of the Sakyamuni
Buddha, fervently belicve that there is no
other remedy than the message of the
Enlightencd One. perfect and pure, with its
1/nctrines of peace, non-violence, soullessness
and scli-control, if this great danger is to be
averted and eradicated.

Therclore it is meet and proper that there
are all such undertakings as will enable all the
peoples in the world to scek refuge in Him,
will help all Buddhists themselves to learn the
Dhamma and live accordingly, and will lead
to the stabilization of the Buddha Sasana.

he Perfect One, the knower of the worlds’
has nmdc the lollowing obscrvations on this
point @ Therefore. Cunda. let all assemble
stogether and rchense the Dhamma, which |
Yunve realised and expounded, ¢ by

and h of gods and men."

It is permmed and assented to by the
Perfect One that any one may expound the
Dhamma, with its spirit and letter, for the
stabilization of the Sasuna, for the benefit,
well-being and happiness of the many and out
of compassion for the world, but not without
its spirit and letter.

For this reason, the Bhikkhus of the past,
well versed in ctymology and in the Doctrine,
assembled 1ogether and carried on such
discussions as the following: **Brethren, there
are these and those letters for this meaning.
Which of them are the most appropriate ?
There is also this meaning or that tor these
letters.  Which if them is the most appro-
priate 7™ It is also opportune, timely and
approved of by the Taithagata, that there
should also be such discussions and councils
now.

There are to be found here and there in the
Tipitaka texts not only many words but also
many passages which are devoid of their
meaning. let alone those devoid of their
letters.  For example, such readings in the
Sunakkhatta Sutta of Majjhima Nikaya as
*api nu tassa purisassi Gismin vanie puna
bhottu kamyatd assa ?  No hetam bhante
adum hi bhante  vantam  pathhalasam-
matanti” and “*Assappiavam cakhhuna ritpam
anuyunjeyya..... Sappdydm  minasi
dhammam anuyudjeyya. asappayam  cihk-
Khund n;:p;nn anuy uttassa Assuppivam

P

meaning and leter by lewer. without arguing
about it sothat the Sisina is well-established
for lony. tor the good of the many. for the
well-bemg of the many  out of compassion

unuyullasm rago cittam
yya So rag: cittena
maranam m nigacchieyya® are incorrectly
given as * Fasmin bpate . Tasmin bhutie,”
** Adum hi bhante bhattam,”™ ** Adum hi

ddl
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bhate vattam,” ** Asappayam cakkhuna
ripadassanam anuyuijcyya,” ‘' Asappidyam
cakkhuna  ropadassanam  anuyuttassa,”
and “ So raganuddhamsitena cittend,” etc.
in the texts which are said to have bcen
edited, re-edited and printed in Thailand,
Burma, England or Ceylon.

With this reason in view, we, the Bhikkhus
representing the three sccts of Ceylon,

etymology, tradition and usage, before an
assembly of Bhikkhus over five hundred in
number.

It is, therefore, a matter of great rejoicing
for us, of the Vidyalaiikara Pirivena, that on
this Vaisakhha Fullmoon day, the Bhikkhus of
Burma too, who are shouldering the responsi-
bilities of the Sasana, well accomplished in
the Scnplurcs. well versed in etymology,

v

competent in the task, and led by Mahanayaka,
and Anuniyaka Theras, assembled at the
Vidyalaiikara Pirivena in the year of (wo
thousand four hundred and ninety-three of the
Lord's Parinibbdana, which roughly corres-
ponds with the year of one thousand nine
hundred and fifty of the Christian Ura, on the
fifteenth day of August, and inavgurated a
Dhamma Sangayana.

It ook us as long as three years and
six months to complete the first stage of this
Dhamma Sangdyani. in which we rehearsed
every letter, every word and every sentence of
the Buddha Vacana, compared the different
teats. local and foreign, medern and ancicent,
and arranged together and examined the
different variations in readings.

In the second stage which is now in
progress, we are rehearsing, discussing and
comparing the Buddha Vacana, paragraph
by paragraph. sentence by sentence and
meaning by meaning.

I he third stage of this Dhamma Sangayana
will follow. it 1s hoped. at the close of the 1 ent
this year.  This will be known as Pancasatika
Sungitt or Pancasatika S; yana and will
rehearse,  consider and  examine  carefully
the whole of the Tipitaka, according 10

able and and led by the
Venerable Sangharija, the Vencrable Agga-
mahapanditas and other Venerable Mahia-
theras, are inaugurating  this  Dhamma
Sangdyana, with the full co-operation of the
Prime Minister, the other leaders ol the
State and the other Dayakas who are
devoted and wise.

Noble indeed. friends, is this inauguration !
Great indeced, is this inauguration.  This will
no doubt lead to the stabilization of the
Sasana for long.  This will lead to the benefit,
well-being and happiness of the many.  This
will also Icad to the unity and harmony among
us, the Buddhists of all nationalities.

Therefore, friends, we must 1esolve and
determine that we will strive both physically
and mentally for muking this inauguration
effective, fruitful and complete in full.

We, therefore, of the Vidyalankira Pirivena
hope and pray. day and night, as above
and desire 10 be of service to the Dhamma-
Sungayuni in every possible way.

May all beings be happy !
May all attain Nibbana !
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Ven'ble  Kiriwattuduve  Siri
Paiifasira Nayaka Thera, Prin-
cipal of the Vidyalaiikara,
Kelaniya, Ceylon, delivering an
address of veneration
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A Bhikkhu Delegation from Nepal. Ven’ble Pragyananda Malrithera delivering an address
of veneration
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HONOUR TO THE BUDDHA

ADDRESS GIVEN BY PRAGYANANDA MAHATHERA OF NEPAL ON BEHALF OF
DHARMODAYA SABHA

BHANTE,

Having given my deep respects to the
Sangitikara Theras and Mahatheras who
assemble here, | may respectfully deliver an
address of veneration on behalf of the
bhikkhus of Nepal which was the birth place
of the Omniscient Buddha. Bhante, Your
Venerable Selves, Upasakas and Upasikas,
having great Saddhd in the Buddha-
Dhamma, are going to hold the Chattha
Sangayana in this Maha Pasapa Guha. The
Supreme Buddha was born in a place
between the Kingdoms of Devadaha and
Kapilavatthu and this place is now known
as the Kingdom of Nepal. The people of
Devadaha and Kapilavatthu are plying to and
from each other and the Kingdom of Nepal
is the birth-place of the Sakkiya Prince. Not
only we but also all the people of the world
pay their deepest respects to this place, being
the birth-place of the Buddha.

At one time the Buddha set his feet on
this soil which was flooded with a colour of
the Yellow Robe. But now the Theravida
Buddhism has died out gradually and is
now reduced to nearly nothing.

About thirty years ago one Nepalese
bhikkhu went to either Burma or Ceylon and
was ordained there and on his return he
propagated the Buddha-Dhamma in Nepal.
At that time as the country was under the
rule of a Miccha-dithi King, that bhikkhu
was exiled from Nepal.

During the regime of the present King

the Buddhist Doctrine and the King is also
supportuing us with the Four Requisites.

About two or three years ago when the
Sacred Relics of Sariputta and Moggallana
arrived at our place, the King received them
with great pomp and grandeur, and he
offered meals to the bhikkhus present there,
in his palace.

We the Nepalese bhikkhus who are work-
ing for the promotion of the Buddha’s
Sasana are however few in number. This
being the case we desire the morally virtuous
and learned bhikkhus from ouside for the
propagation of the Buddha's Teachings in
Nepal.

We contemplate that after the completion
of the Sixth Great Buddhist Council the
Buddhist missionaries will come over to our
country.

After the completion of this Great
Council for which crores of kyats have been
spent, we wish that Buddhist missionaries
be sent to Nepal to propagate the Buddha-
Dhamma there.

We think the work now done by the
Venerable Sayadaws, W Sayad:
and the devotees of this coumry wnll be a
help for them to attain Nibbana in their

future births.

Having seen this Great Buddhist Council
which may be called a Rarity, we are much
elated with joy and we earnestly wish that
you all may attain Nibbana.

Let the Buddha-Dhamma remain for long.
Let this world of Buddhism always meet

Tibuvana Vira, we have liberty to propag:

with prosperity.
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AN ADDRESS OF VENERATION DELIVERED BY THE VEN. PANDIT H. SADDHATISSA THERA OF MAHABODHI
SOCIETY, INDIA, TO THE PRESIDING MAHAT(IERA AND THE SANGITI-KARAKA BHIKKHUS

MosT RESPECTFULLY, BHANTE,

May | be permitted to deliver an address
of veneration.

I respectfully crave the indulgence of your
venerable sclves to listen to my short
address, which [ am delivering at the
suggestion of the venerable Mahatheras of
Mahabodhi Society, India.

Jambudipa Island (India) is the birth
place of the Omniscient Buddha—the
Compassionate One. Over two thousand
years ago, the Buddha Dhamma had
flourished in India as a full moon shines
brightly in the sky, for the benefit of man-
kind and Devas, both in this existence and
after. Devotees of old such as King Kosala,
King Bimbisara, Anathapindika had forsaken
their wealth and taken refuge in the Triple
Gem, striving their best for the prosperity
of the Sisana. Thousands of people had
caused the Buddha Sasana to flourish by treat-
ing their breasts as ground, and setting up
the Dhamma flags on it. In that Jambudipa
Island (country of India) the people of that
time had even experienced the gusts of wind
caused by psychic-powered Bhikkhus and
ascetics travelling in the air.

Of the three kinds of Sisanas—Pariyatti
(Learning the Wording of the Doctrine),
Patipatti (Practising the Doctrine), Pativedha
(Realising it), Pariyatti (Text) only is the
foundation of all. If the “Learning of the
Wording of the Doctrine™ declines, it will
be an annoyance to the Patipatti and both
cannot prosper.

This being the case, Pativedha-sisana
which encounters the waning situation of the
other two sisanas will also follow suit.
Having well considered that the Pariyatti is
the foundation of the Buddha Sisana, the
Buddha's disciples, devout kings and
courtiers and lay devotees of olden times
had honoured the Buddha Dhamma by

refuting the heretics and revising all the
Teachings of the Buddha.

The First, the Second and the Third
Councils held in India will bear testimony
to it. The Supporters of those Sangayanas
such as King Ajatasattu, King Kalasoka
and Emperor Asoka; the leading Mahitheras
such as Arahant Kassapa, Arahant Yasa
and Arahant Moggaliputta Tissa, and all
devotees who desired to promote the Sasana,
had, according to the pervailing circumstance,
protected the Sasana from the impending
dangers with great perseverance. At the
time of the Third Great Council, under the
instructions of the Venerable Moggaliputta
Tissa Mahathera, Emperor Asoka deputed
many Buddhist Missionaries to various
countries for the purpose of propagating
the Teachings of the Buddha. The two
Arahants Sopa and Uttara were sent to
Suvannabhiimi where today is Lower Burma,
and there they established the Sasana.

Thenceforth, the three Sasanas—Pariyatti,
Patipatti and Pativedha came into existence
in this country, and they are still flourishing
to the great delight of men and Devas. As
regards your venerable selves who are from
the Union of Burma, your spiritual predeces-
sors and the lay devotees of old had well
preserved the Texts for the promotion of the
Pariyatti Sasana. During the reign of King
Mindon of Mandalay, the Fifth Buddhist
Council was convened for the purpose of
revising the Texts, and all Sisana works
necessary for the progress of the Pariyatti
Sisana has been accomplished. Under the
royal order all the Teachings of the Buddh

buildings and shrines built by the kings and
courtiers of olden days are now lying under-
neath the ground.

The Indian towns and villages which had
at one time, been the residence of
many Disciples of the Buddha, have now
become the residential places of ignorant
people and micchadifthikas. Where can
there be the three kinds of Sasanas ?

As the people did not know the inherent
values of the Triple Gem and were influenced
by heretic views, they were only after wealth
and prosperity, thus allowing the Sasana to
fall into others’ hands.

After a lapse of over two thousand years,
Dhammapala, a wealthy citizen of Ceylon
came on a pilgrimage to Buddha Gaya to
pay homage to the Bo Tree. When he saw
the micchadijthikas residing in the vicinity
of the Sacred Bo Tree and were doing things
detri I to the i of Buddhi
he determined to spend the rest of his life
for the recovery of the sacred Temple and
the spread of the Dhamma in India. Owing
to his endeavours the Mahabodhi Society
of India came into existence, and it is now
propagating Buddhism to the West and
the East.

Today we see a world torn by conflict and
steeped in misery ; we see nations banded
against each other living in fear and so full
of Greed, Hatred and Delusion. If there is
a way out of this appalling condition for the
benefit of mankind, by holding this Chattha
Sangdyani it must be due to the conccrted
efforts of us all. We who gather here today

were inscribed on marble slabs so that the
Buddha Sasana would last for another 2,500
years. While the glorious Sdsana is shining
in other countries, the rays of the Buddha
Dhamma disappeared from India, the birth-
place of Buddhism. Not being able to go
against the Law of Anicca, the monastic
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on of this Chattha Sangiyand pay
our deepest veneration to the Sanglti-karaka
Bhikkhus and earnestly wish that your
venerable selves may enjoy long life and
prosperity.

May all of you attain Nibb4na by virtue of
these i parable whol i oy
actions.
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BOUDDHA KRISTI PRACHAR SANGHA ANDERKILLA, CHITTAGONG, EAST PAKISTAN.

SPEECH
BY
VEN. VANGISA BHIKKHU, B.A.

Secretary, East Pakistan Bouddha Kristi
Prachar Sangha and Pakistan Regional
Centre of World Fellowship of Buddhists, in
the opening ceremony of the Great Sixth
Buddhist Council held on 17th May 1954
in Rangoon.

Ven. President, Bhikkhus and the delegates
belonging to the different countries of the
world.

Today is a day of introspection. On
this day of epoch-making attempt we,
representing the different countries of the
world have come over here to the land
of Pagodas to rake up the past when our
forefathers forgetting their ownselves and
neglecting their personal comfort, moved
far and wide with the doctrine of love and
peace to have the entire population of the
world within the pale of true civilisation
where man is free from ignorance, hatred
and delusion and where no one is looked
down upon. On this great and auspicious
occasion I, on behalf of the Buddhist
Cultural Association and Pakistan Regional
Centre of World Fellowship of Buddhists
convey our good wishes to you all and
through you the Buddhist countries you
represent.

1 am thankful to the organisers who have
been kind enough to give me this great
privilege to be in the midst of the learned
scholars who have streamed in from all
parts of the world to render yeoman services
to the Sasana for its elasticity. The
spiritually emancipated scholars of yore, we
know, had been in full council at times to
weather the storm that threatened"the Sasana.

It is in the fuliness of time that the elite of
the Sdsana at present join hands to give
impetus to the dissemination of such a
religion that to a degree, the world stands
in need of at a time when it is in the
throes of various ‘*‘isms™. It is, to my
mind, with this best intention that the United
Nations Organisation has heaved in sight.
The authors of this Great Sangayana will, 1
dare say, do as much as in them lies to turn
it out a grand success.

I am from the Mahathera Sect of
Chittagong, that has its origin in the remote
past. Chittagong was a great centre of
Buddhist learning from early times. Sri
Deepankar Srijnan Bhikkhu, a great scholar
of Bengal, left to preach Buddhism in Tibet
from Chakrasala named after Dharma-
chakra, a well-known religious seat of
learning in Chittagong. During the ebb-tide
of Buddhism in India our forefather did not
sacrifice the religion as did other ancient
Indians; but they anyhow could keep up
their separate entity in a corner of India.

The Bhikkhus and other learned
Mahitheras of that period were the
descendants of the eighty Mahiatheras who
were next to Buddha in the eyes-of the then

Of the two schools of thought
Mahayana and Theravada—the Theravida
itself is sub-divided into several groups and
thereby losing ground in the field of
“survival of the fittest™. I make advances
to piece together all these seceding factors
with a view to making the machine of
propagation more accelerated.

Greatly to my regret I am to mention here
that the authors of this Council have given
the Bengali-speaking people to understand
that Bengali is discarded to be one of the
selected languages in which the Abridged
form of the Tipitaka shall be written.
Bengali, language of the Gitangali of Rabindra
Nath Tagore and mother-tongue of several
crores of people, is one of the State languages
of India and going to be one of Pakistan.
As the run of people are anxious to know
the tenet of Ahimsa or non-violence of the
Buddha, a Bengali version will, to some
extent, answer the purpose in the circum-
;t.anl(‘:es of its extinction in the land of its

irth.

In fine, the persons with whom the idea
of convening such a Great Council
origi d, are dable. In these days

monks and Upasakas. Mahal pa, one
of those Mahatheras, presided over the
First Buddhist Council, held after the demise
of the Buddha under the auspices of
Ajatasattu, a devout king, in the famous
cave of Satta Panni. Monks belong-
ing to this sect trace their descent from those
Mahatheras. It was a proud privilege for
the sect that Ven. Agrasara Mahathera, one
of the Nayaka Theras of this sect, had been
singled out to enshrine the Sacred Relics of
Lord Buddha, in the Mulagandhakuti Vihara,
Sarnath, on the occasion of its opening
ceremony.
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of critical moment no better idea other than
this can be conceived of. The generation of
tomorrow will look upon them as the
saviours of Saddhamma for their Herculean
task they have undertaken to perform. I
wish them good speed in this aoble task and
invoke upon them the blessings of the Triple
Gem for their long and presperous life.

“ Sabbe Satta Sukhita Bhavantu’’

VEN. VANGISA THERA.
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ADDRESS DELIVERED BY H.E. MR. DUDLEY SENANAYAKE, LEADER OF THE
CEYLON DELEGATION TO THE SIXTH BUDDHIST COUNCIL ON 18th MAY 1954.

VENERABLE Siks, THE HON'BLE PRIME
MINISTER, YOUR EXCELLENCIES, FELLOW
DELEGATES AND FRIENDS,

It is with a deep sense of joy that | rise
on this most memorable and historic occasion
to speak a few words on behalf of the
Delegation from Dhamma Dipa,:otherwise
known as Sri Lanka.

On an occasion such as this, it is natural
for us to consider the great Councils that
have preceded it. We know that in this
period of 2,500 years there have been five
Councils of this nature. It is with a sense
of satisfaction that we from Sri Lanka recall
the fact that almost a thousand years back,
the Fourth Great Council was held at
Aluwihare in our country when for the first
time the Text of the Teachings of the Buddha
was inscribed on material of a permanent
nature.

Whilst I look around the august assembly
here and see the distinguished personages
from various parts of the Buddhist world. 1
am tempted to turn back the pages of history
and remind this assembly of the period after
the great King Asoka and the centuries that
followed when Buddhism and Buddhist
civilisation attained its zenith in the then
known world. It was during the period of
Dhamma Asoka himself that Missions
bearing the messages of the Enlightened One
went out to various countries of this part of
the world and it was during this very time
that we of Ceylon and you of Burma were
fortunate enough to embrace the Doctrine
and propagate it thereafter. We of Ceylon
are proud of the fact that no less a person
than Arahat Mahinda, son of Emperor Asoka
himself brought this message to us. From
this date onwards we have cherished and
sustained the Dhamma and founded a
civilisation second to none, based on these
principles. Yes it is our proud privilege to
recall the fact that when the embers of the
great flame kindled by Gotama the Buddha
ceased to glow in his own home-land, we of
Ceylon cherished and sustained this wondrous
gem of purest ray serene and handed it down
from generation to generation with its lustre
untarnished and undimmed.

During these well-nigh 25 centuries the
contacts between Burma and Ceylon,
particularly through the fact that both
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adopted the Theravada form of Buddhism
have been many. These contacts have
redounded to the mutual benefit of these two
countries. Foremost among these, one
recalls the great service rendered to the
Sasana by that Scholar Saint Buddha Ghosa
who having drunk deep of the stream of
Buddhist learning that abundantly flowed in
Sri Lanka at that time returned to this
blessed land and gave of the fruits of his
learning to generations of Burmese Buddhists.

Whilst we assemble here basking in the
sun-shine of the reflected glory of this most
glorious past let us pause awhile and ponder
for a while at the sorry state of the world
today. We sec a world torn by conflict and
steeped in misery ; we see nations banded
against cach other living in fear and so full
of hatred, born of greed and the lust for
power. Man’s mind reached great heights
when, with the development of science, it
was able to wrest sccrets of the atom and
harness its power but alas for what fell
purpose was this knowledge used. We see
today this knowledge prostituted for the
purpose of fashioning instruments of war
more terrible than ever known before. This
unhappy course must lead towards the
destruction, devastation and the possible
doom of mankind.

Future historians might well recognise
another characteristic of this age and that is
the resurgence of Asia free from the yoke of
foreign bondage, awake once more after
centuries of servile stumber. The people of
Asia are preparing once again to take their
proper place and to make their due
contribution in the onward march of
humanity. In these circumstances what
better services could we render to this
unhappy world of ours than by propagating
the message of Peace and Goodwill embodied
in the Dhamma,

The Buddhist world is beholden to the
people of Burma for this great occasion.
There is no doubt that their lives will be
revitalised as a result of this occasion.
Might I, under the shade of the World
Peace Pagoda, venture to hope that the
spirit emanating from these deliberations
may overflow the confines of the Buddhist
world alone and permeate the four corners
of the earth and give that succour and
sustenance that the world of today so sorely
needs.
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Dr. Makoto Nagai is seen sitting on the right.
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MESSAGE BY REV. MAKOTO NAGAI,
D. LITT. (TOKYO), PRESIDENT OF
THE CHUO COMMERCIAL JUNIOR
COLLEGE, FORMER PROFESSOR OF
TOKYO UNIVERSITY, CHAIRMAN OF
THE JAPAN BUDDHIST COUNCIL

MESSAGE

Soon after the Mahiaparinibbana of the
Omniscient Buddha, the First Great Buddhist
Council was held at Rajagaha. One hundred
years after the Buddha's Mahaparinibbana
the Second Great Buddhist Council was held
at Vesali. About two hundred years after
the Mahaparinibbana of the Supreme
Buddha, the Third Great Buddhist Council
was held at Pataliputta. The Mahatheras
of old held the three Great Buddhist Councils
in order to dispel sceptism and to propagate
the essence of Buddhism. 1 have a great
desire to listen to any kind of act that will
lead to the protection of all dangers against
the Buddha's Sasana. About twenty-one
years ago I had been to your country on my
way back to Japan from England. All the
people of Burma have loving-kindness.

Long ago Emperor Asoka sent Missionariels»
to the different places for the propagation o
the Buddha-Dhamma. One of the places to
which the Missionaries were sent had been
Suvannabhimi, the present Lower Burma.
The Buddha’s Sasana prevailed in your
country since two thousand two hundred
years, and it has now taken root there, as
your country has been flooded with the “‘rain
of the Buddha-Dhamma . The Buddha’s
Sasana prevailed in our country of Japan
about 1,400 years ago. Both our countries
being Buddhist countries, we the people of
those two countries can be called the descen-
dants of Sakyaputta.

Your country has now escaped from the
bondage of a foreign nation and has attained
complete Independence. Accordingly, you
are now holding this Great Buddhist Council.

In conclusion, I earnestly wish that during
the Sessions extending for two years, this
Sangayana will meet with success at the
beginning, at the middle and at the end.

With deep respects.

MAKOTO NAGAI
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ADDRESS BY SHER BAHADUR SHAHI,
REPRESENTATIVE OF
NEPAL GOVERNMENT

VENERABLE  CHAIRMAN, HON'BLE PRIME
MINISTER, YOUR EXCELLENCIES, LADIES
AND GENTLEMEN.

[ am very thankful and very glad to have
got this opportunity to address this historic
gathering on behalf of our Government and
country where Lord Buddha was born.

Because of this Sangiyana, you are well-
known throughout the World ; so 1 have
nothing to say but offer my humble praise.
This Sangayana will not only bring peace
and prosperity to this country but also help
to dispel the darkness of ignorance in the
world.

Due to Nepal being the birth place of
Lord Buddha, it is closely connected with all
Buddhist countries. 1 hope that this
relationship will grow stronger than ever.

The Dharmodaya Sabha of our country
has decided to call the 4th World Buddhist
Conference at the Lumbini Garden in Nepal
on the twenty-five hundredth birthday
anniversary of Lord Buddha. Our Govern-
ment have also decided to give all possible
help for the Conference.

Perhaps you have heard that our Govern-
ment has already formed a Committee to
restore the Lumbini Garden. This Com-
mittee is trying its best for its restoration by
the help of our Nepal Government and the
co-operation of your country. Our Govern-
ment is keenly interested in it.

I present my good wishes on behalf of our
Government and the people of our country
for the success of the Sangayana.

Dated Rangoon, the 18th May 1954.
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SPEECH MADE BY MAHARAJKUMAR

NAMGYAL, LEADER OF DELEGATION

OF HIS MAJESTY’S GOVERNMENT
OF SIKKIM

BHANTE.

We are here to represent Sikkim, a small
Buddhist State in the Himalayas on the
sacred and historic occasion when thousands
from all the Buddhist countries are assembled
here to participate in the inaugural ceremony
of the Sixth Great Buddhist Council. We
have brought with us the heart-felt greetings
and regards of the Ruler and the people of
Sikkim, and we on their behalf, thank the
Government of Burma for the great honour
they have shown us by extending this
invitation and hospitality. Today is a great
day in the history of Burma and of the
Buddhist World that devout Buddhists from
all corners of the globe meet in peaceful
spirit on the ion of the i ation
of the “ Chattha Sangiyana ” presaging the
birth of a new Era to be blessed with peace
and universal love.

Today the world is passing through a crisis
unknown in history. Erring humanity gropes
in darkness in quest of peace in vain. Itis
at this critical juncture that the world
should turn to Buddhism and take refuge in
the sublime teachings of the Lord that
constitute the glorious embodiment of
perfect Truth and Knowledge, for it is
Buddhism alone that can bestow solace
to the suffering h ity. As we bl
here to witness and share the merit of the
opening ceremonies of this august occasion
we pray and ardently look forward to the
new Era of universal love and brotherhood.
Let us work together in our common
endeavour to benefit humanity and let us
prepare ourselves for a new Era which will
commence when this great Council completes
its task on the Viasakha Day of 1956, making
the completion of the 2,500th year of the
Buddhist Era.
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ADDRESS BY GENERAL KHARB KUNJARA, LEADER OF DELEGATION OF HIS
MAJESTY’S GOVERNMENT OF THAILAND

YouR EXCELLENCES, LADIES AND
GENTLEMEN,

A momentous page in history has just been
closed, and the successful accomplishment
of the Great Universal 6th Buddha Sasana
Council will go down in history as a mighty
step forward towards universal peace, and
as a model and outstanding example
for future peaceful co-operation between
nations. Here, in this lovable city, the
Capital of Burma, in the serene atmosphere
of the World Peace Pagoda, Theravadin
Buddhists form South East Asia, and from
Ceylon, from India, and from Indonesia have
pushed aside their personal affairs, their
domestic troubles to come here and join
hands for the common purpose of reviving
the Teachings of Lord Buddha, so that they
may become a living force in all parts of the
World, as strong and as unshakeable as in
our own hearts ; and an inspiration for the
leaders of Nations to bring about a change of
heart in themselves and in the peoples which
they govern. Peace must be established in
one’s own heart before one can bring peace
to others and to the World at large. And
verily those Most Venerable Mahatheras
who sat in Council, and those who took
the initiative to call into being this Great
Council as well as all those who took part
in it are indeed “minds at peace with
themselves” and are therefore qualified to
bring Peace to the World, if only more men
all over the world would be willing to follow
the Only Path of Enlightenment which leads
to the cessation of GREED, ILLWILL,
AND DEeLusioN, to the ending of all
human suffering and to man’s deliverance.
Under present  conditions, however,
universal peace is as yet only an ideal which
we should constantly keep in mind and for
which we should relentlessly work, so that
our common Kusala Kamma shall bear
fruits and bring Peace to the World.

During our brief stay among your people
we Thai, and all the distinguished guests

of your most congenial and hospitable
Government have felt quite at home. The
peoples of South East Asia stand upon
common ground ; our customs and habits,
our ideals are exactly the same. We have
a common culture which is basically a
religious one as we belong to the same
ethnographical area. Our Way of Life is
based upon the Buddha’s Social Order, and
so is yours. The only barriers which seem
to exist between our countries are passports
and visas, different currencies, and ignorance
of your native language. But many bridges
of mutual understanding and of respect have
existed since long, and many more Bridges
of Friendship are being built every day by
the exchange of Goodwill Missions and by
a lively exchange of Theravadin Monks
among South East Asia Countries, and from
other Theravadin Centres all over the world.
Therefore it is not surprising at all that we
should all feel so very much at home in
your lovable and extremely hospitable
country. May I now be allowed to express
on behalf of all State Guests our deepfelt
gratitude to the Government of the Union
of Burma and to its people for the signal
honour of being your guests. We have been
received like princes and have been looked
after like big children. Each group of us was
provided with a *“‘day and night nurse” to
attend to us and to look after our personal
well-being, so that nothing might happen to
us. Every minute detail has been worked
out in advance and everything done on
strict schedule time. Nothing went wrong
and never did we for a single moment feel
lost . May I therefore thank you once more
for all you have done for us. It was a superb
achievement which is as yet unequalled,
and the memory of these most wonderful
and extremely happy days spent among your
lovable people will remain in our hearts for
many many years to come. Long live the
people of the Union of Burma, and may
the Buddha Word penetrate into the hearts
of all men throughout the World.
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Second Day
EVENING SESSION

At 3-30 p.m., Ven’ble Bhaddanta Naga-
vamsa announced both in Pali and Burmese
that the Proceedings of the Evening Session
commenced. This was followed by the
ten strokes of gongs. The Sanghaniyaka
then proposed to the Sangha Council the
names of the Ven. Agga Mahidpandita
Bhadd: Sobh Mahasi Sayadaw and
the Ven. Tipitakadhara Dhamma-bhandi-
garika Bhaddanta Vicittarasira to serve as
Pucchaka (Questioner) and the Visajjaka
(Replier) respectively, with regard to the
second Parajika of the Vinaya Pitaka. The
Pucchaka and the Visajjak d their
seats on the special dais.

The questioning and the answering on the
second Pirjika was then made by the

Pucchaka and the Visajjaka respectively.
At the conclusion of this, the Sangiti-karaka
Bhikkhus acclaimed *‘Sadhu’, * Sadhu”.
This was followed by the blowing of conchs
and striking of gongs.

After that the entire Sangha Council
continued to recite the whole of the second
Parajika. At the conclusion of this recita-
tion by the Sangiti-karaka Bhikkhus, the
Proceedings for the second day of the
Inauguration Ceremony of the Sixth Buddhist
Council were brought to a close, when the
Ven. Bhaddanta Nagavamsa announced both
in Pali and Burmese that the second day’s
proceedings came to an end, followed by a
signal of ten strokes of gongs.
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Venerable Agga Maha Pandita Mahasi Sayadaw as Pucchaka Venerable Tipitakadhara Dhammabhandagirika Bhaddanta Vicittasara

( Questioner ) 1 as Vissajjaka (Replier)
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Hon’ble U Win, Minister for Religious Affairs and National Planning delivering an address of veneration
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AN ADDRESS OF VENERATION DELIVERED BY THE HONOURABLE MINISTER
FOR RELIGIOUS AFFAIRS AND NATIONAL PLANNING
To The Presiding Mahidthera and all the Sangiti-karaka Mahatheras

BHANTE,

Before saying anything else, may I with
great joy most respectfully declare how
felicitous and auspicious is the present
moment that will make today a most memor-
able one in the history of Buddhism and,
indeed, in the history of the world.

Bhante, the holding of a Sangiayani being

Arahats led by the Venerable Maha-kassapa
the Great had to hold the First Buddhist
Council in the temporary vihara built by
King Ajatasattu at Sattapanni Cave by the
side of the Vebhara Hill in Rijagaha (modern
Rajgir), the Council lasting for seven months.
Thanks to the mighty and virtuous saints
of former days for holding the previous

a rare task and a most tremendous one, its
success can be achieved only when we can
overcome all kinds of difficulties and incon-
venience. When we first conceived the idea
of holding the Chattha Sangiyana, we had
doubts whether it would meet with success, or
that we could find a thousand Sangiti-karaka
Bhikkhus. Now, when the time comes for
the actual holding of the Great Buddhist
Council, I am filled with delight to find that
there are thousands of Bhikkhus who are
well learned in the Pitaka and who can
participate in the proceedings of the Chattha
Sangdyana. Of these only 2,500 Bhikkhus
have been selected as Sangiti-kardka Bhikkhus
to commemorate the 2,500th anniversary of
the O Buddha’s Maha-parinibb

Moreover, when, today, I see your venerable
selves clad in orange-coloured robes and
sitting in a disciplined and dignified manner
just like the Arahats of old who were the
followers of the Omniscient Buddha, think

a to classify and arrange all the
Tcachmgs of the Buddha. If it were not for
their efforts, the Buddha’s S3sana might have
been uuerly destroyed; or gven if not so, the
Teaching might have been in disorderly state.
Had it not been for the classification and
arrangement made by the Sangiti-kardka
Arahats of old, the Buddha-Dhamma would
have been a hopel ddle, the DI
intermingling with the Vinaya, and the
Teachings of the Buddha at sixes and sevens,
thus leading the worldlings to the “Lower
Regions” by becoming micchaditthikas. For
the reasons I have just stated, the holding
of the Buddhist Councils such as the present
one can be called the “life blood™ of the
Buddha’s Sasana and also the *rescuer” of
the beings from being re-born in the Lower
Worlds.

Secondly, one hundred years after the
Buddha’s Maha-parinibbana, the Vajjiputta-
kas of Vesali promulgated ten points which

to myself that in the pi
also, the Arahats would be behavmg in such
a dlgmﬁed and modest manner, and I am
inclined to pay my deepest respects to your

disallowed by the Vinaya and the Second
Gr=at Council had to be held by the seven
hundred Arahats led by Mahathera Yasa at
Valikarama in Vesali with the support of

venerable selves with a great
emotion—an emotion which had never
occurred in my life before.

The present Buddhist Council which you
are going to convene is the sixth one since
the Maha-parinibbina of the¢ Supreme
Buddha. I feel that the supporting kings,
the ministers and the people of the days when
the previous Sangiyanis were held would be
as much elated with joy as we are now.

Bhante, three months and five days after
the Buddha” sMaha-panmbbéna owing to the
materialist views ad e Subhadd

King Kalasoka, the Council lasting for eight
months.

In 235 Buddhist Era, owing to the inter-
ference of sixty thousand heretics of Patali-
putta (present Patna), the Third Buddhist
Council was held at Pataliputta by ons
thousand Arahats led by the Venerable Mahi-
moggal Tissa Mahithera, with the
suppon of Emperor Asoka, the Council
lasting for 9 months. Before the holding of
that Council, Mahi-moggaliputta Tissa
Mahathcra rcfuted the views advanced by the

ding the Katha-

who had gone forth when old Lhe ﬁve hundred

vatthu (Points of Cam.rovcrsles) to huge



audiences. Thus we have up to this day the
Kathavatthu which is one of the seven books
of Abhidhamma.

Four hundred and fifty years after the
Buddha’s Maha-parinibbana, the most wise
Bhikkhus just as Mahathera Dhamma-
rakkhita and his disciples seeing that the
people were less righteous, assembled at
Aloka Cave (Present Aluvihira) in Ma-la-ya
Village, Ceylon during the reign of King
Vuttagamani, and in order that the true
doctrine might endure, they wrote them down
in Books. Thus I have been given to under-
stand by the *Sarattha Dipani Tika-Parivara™
exposition—that such writing down of the
Sacred Text was in fact the holding of the
Fourth Great Council. Owing to such Books
which served as the life blood of the Sasana,
we find today copies of the Text on palm
leaves, marble slabs and in Books in the
Theravada countries of Thiland, Ceylon,
Burma, Cambodia and Laos. That being the
case, as the Fourth Great Council at Ceylon
had laid a foundation for the propagation
of the Buddha-Dhamma, we today are
enabled to hold the Chattha Sangdyana in
the Maha Pasana Guha, where all Theravada
countries of Thailand, Ceylon, Burma,
Cambodia and Laos can proceed with
their deliberations in co-operation and
collaboration.

In 2415 Buddhist Era, the Fifth Great
Council was held at Mandalay under the
1 eadership. of Eight Sudhamma Mahatheras
attended by 2,400 Bhikkhus at the Royal
Palace of King Mindon, the Council lasting
for six months. Although we have no record
of the reason why the Council was held, we
have every reason to believe that it was held
in order to refute and suppress the heretics
and revise the Text.

As to the refutation of the immoral and
heretics, it is clear fror the following royal
rocl fon pr d by King Mind
on the 10th waxing of Tabodwe, 1217
Burmese Era :—** One immoral person can
create thousands of similar ones and destroy

the Buddha’s Sasana.”

This proclamation is similar to the Pali
words “ eko alajji alajjisatam pi karoti ™ as
appeared in the * Parajika-atthakatha ** and
teaches us that it is most desirable to
suppress the immoral and the heretics in order
to preserve the Buddha-Dhamma.

HON. U WIN’S ADDRESS—Continued

Now as to the revision of the Texts, we
have seen the list of the Venerable Mahathera
who revised the respective portions of the
Texts, and in regard to the Chattha Sangayana
there are three vital points.

1. Editing, re-cditing and scrutiny of
the Text ;

2. Distribution of copies of the revised
edition of the Tipitaka all over the world ;

3. The earnest desire on the part of
the people of the Union of Burma and all
Buddhist countries for the preservation of the
Buddha-Dhamma.

Bhante, ** How important is the revision of
the Text ?” is not our concern as laymen
and I do not desire to submit this to your
venerable selves. Also, as it is highly
desirable to propagate the Buddha-Dhamma
all over the world, it is not necessary for
me to dwell upon that matter either. As
regards the third point I may be permitted
to say that I am of opinion that the words
“to preserve” and “ to encourage” have
entirely different connotations.

Bhante, for instance, to allow a young tree
to grow, it is not sufficient merely to water
and manure it; but it is necessary to protect
it at all costs from such impending dangers
as the inclemency of the weather and attacks
by cattle. The phrase ‘“to encourage”
connotes mental and physical support and
thus it is clear that to preserve the Buddha-
Dhamma it is most necessary to refute and
suppress the heretics and the immoral persons
who may be compared to the parasites of the
Sasana. I have learned that “to honour
those to whom honour is due and to censure
those who ‘deserve censure * is the predomi-
nant factor in the preservation of the Buddha-
Dhamma.

Bhante, it is a matter of history that King
Anorathh of Pagan preserved the Buddha-
Dhamma by taking stringent measures against
the Arjs of his days. King Minyazagyi of
Arakan also took most strong measures
against immoral people and heretics. During
the reign of King Bodawpaya also, the
Sudhamma Mahatheras had taken action
against Atula Yasa Sayadaw-and his followers
on account of their immoral practices.

As regards the Sasana Dayakas I have
mentioned above, they were despotic rulers
and as such could take stringent measures
and allot deterrent punishment. Our
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country being a democratic one, we cannot
follow the measures taken by those despotic
rulers. In fact, the onerous duty of
preserving the Buddha’s Teachings cannot
be discharged by laymen. Bhante, it is
only possible when the Sangha takes up the
matter and discharges its duties. 1 have
heard that the sages of old by thrice
repeating ** Lajji rakkhissati ” gave us to
understand that the Wise will look after the
Sasana. | am therefore of opinion that if
all the Sangiti-karaka Mahatheras who have
come to participate in the proceedings of
this most opportune Sangiyana, collectively
and in co-operation, will take action against
the immoral and the heretical and silence
them by promulgating suitable mandates, it
will serve the required purpose. We trust
that if your venerable selves will take the
initiative it will be easier for us to help the

leading Mahatheras with authoritative
measures.
Bhante, during the reign of King

Dhammaceti of Pegu, at the request of the
king, the then Mahatheras collectively refuted
the micchaditthikas and this account has
been recorded in the Kalayani inscriptions.
Bhante, when Burma was under foreign
domination for many years, the Buddha’s
Sasana was also eclipsed. During the absence
of any Sasana Dayaka, the Sasana also fell
into disorderly condition, and it is now up
to your venerable selves to rescue it from
that abominable state. I therefore most
humbly and respectfully crave your
indulgence in suggesting that you take strong
and effective action against the parasites of
the Sasana. I may venture to submit that
in taking such measures you may do so at
all risks, with equity, justice and good
conscience in the name of the Supreme
Buddha. Ifyou, V ble Sirs, are prepared
to take the initiative, I, in the capacity of
Minister of Religious Affairs, do promise
that we on our part will give our utmost help.
Tracing back the history of the five
previous Sangdyana we will find that except
for the fourth, the others were to suppress
the immoral people and heretics. The
Union of Burma has the reputation of being
a country where the Buddha’s Sasana shines
brilliantly. But it is almost a Fixed Law that
where there is a genuine, one will also find
and imitation. You are aware of the fact

that even in the days of the Arahats of old
in India and Ceylon, there were many
micchaditthikas. I earnestly hope that you
will make arrangements to silence our
present-day micchaditthikas for the preserva-
tion of the Buddha-Dhamma ; which is the
third point I have mentioned.

Bhante, by holding the Chattha Sangayana
the Buddha's Sasana is shining brighter than
before. If we, the dayakas, are allowed to
speak out what we have been carrying in our
minds, we should like to submit that we
have a strong desire to pay our respects, our
deepest respects, to those Bhikkhus who can
travel in the air by their psychic powers, just
as the Arahats of old had done in India and
Ceylon. If, due to the times and circums-
tances this is not practicable, may I say that
we equally desire to pay our deep respects to
those Bhikkhus who are bent on the life of
a recluse by taking bowl and robe and
wandering from place to place, practising
the Buddha-Dhamma wherever they may
happen to be—be it a cave, a monastery, a
forest or a mountain. This alternative 1s
possible at least, for though it may be said
that Path Knowledge requires the
accumulated kusala of past existences, the
following of the strict life of a recluse is
both possible and practicable in Burma
because it depends on one’s faith (saddha)
and diligence (viriya) and the Bhikkhus
possess stronger viriya than the laymen and
have the greater opportunity to practise.

Bhante, in accordance with the Discourse
“To the diligent nothing is impossible,” I
have a strong belief that when your venerable
selves practise Mindfulness more fully, there
will soon appear a * Pareikkhaya ** Sasana—
a Sasana wherein the Bhikkhus rely on the
eight allowable requisites only.

By so practising, the Buddha’s desire
“that those who have no saddha may have
saddha and those who have saddha may
have more > will be fulfilled. Also, the
virtues of the Bhikkhus, such as apiccha,

itigation of greed,
and appakicca, avoidance of affairs not
sanctioned by the Vinaya Rules, will be
increased. Bhante, I respectfully venture to
think that you will strive your utmost ta
make this S3sana a Sasana of ““Eight
Allowable Requisites” in this age of
Chattha Sangayana.




HON. U WIN'S ADDRESS (Concld.)

After the holding of each of the five
previous Sangiyanas, some good or benefit
remained. Bhante, when | considered as to
what advantages can be derived from holding
the Chaitha Sangayana now convened by
your venerable selves, | found six most
valuable points:—

1. Although air travel by *psychic
power ™ is y, as ications
between one Buddhist country and another
are casy, we have the opportunity to procure
all editions of the Tipitaka for collation and
comparison in revising the Text. This being
a vital one | may call it a dullabha (rarity).

2. As the Pali Texts have been edited,
re-edited and scrutinised by the Theravadin
countries—Thailand, Ceylon, Burma,
Cambodia and Laos co-operatively and in
full collaboration, this Sangiyani becomes
an International one.

3. The Burmese translation of the
Tipitaka will also be made an authorised
version, and as such this Burmese version
will be a gain for us from this Sangayana
and will remain for a great length of time.
In the same way as the Kathi-vatthu, the
book on the “Points of Controversy
remained after the holding of the Third Great
Council, the Burmese Translation of the
Tipitaka also will last for a long time after
the holding of this Council.

4. The fourth point is that “The Life
of the Buddha® (Buddha-vamsa) written
in full detail in Burmese will also be made
an authorised version. This, too, may be
reckoned a benefit derived from this Council
and will last a long time.

5. It goes without saying that the main
object of holding the Chagtha Sangayana is
to purify the Text so that it may be in
consonance with the Word of the Buddha.
If I be permitted in this respect, | may say
that this mighty undertaking has been
acknowledged and appreciated by the people
all over Burma and, indeed, throughout
thg whole world.

* 6. The sixth and last point is the
construction of the Great Sacred Cave
(Maha Pasapa Guha) which is a permanent
structure and is not a temporary vihara as
in former days when previous Sangiyanas
were held. This mighty structure will remain
as a monument in the history of the world
as well as in Buddbhist history.

o OC e
08w §8¢ b:r6u38 mE:A a)omc\nm
0 <
5§ 265 q(oo:na)c.é 303w eg))c)m
0056205 65Q
Sri N. C. Ghosh, Vice-President of Maha-

bodhi Society of India reading the Message
from the Society

Bhante as I have the opportunity to take
an active and ible part in the prep
tions for the holdmg of this Great Councll
in the capacity of Minister for Rellglous
Affairsand National Planning, I have thought
to myself, “ 1 am content to have become a
man inasmuch as I am able to follow the
Teachings of the Buddha.”

Bhante, the Goverfiment of the Union of
Burma for its part has transferred the entire
responsibility for the successful preparation
and holding of the Chattha Sangayana to the
Buddha Sasana Council.

Bhante, in conclusion may | submit that
as the Government of the Union of Burma
has acted as *“encourager ** for Nibbana, the
people of the Union came forward and
worked with kusala cetana and gave us their
unanimous support, and for that I thank
them all on behalf of the whole populace.
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MESSAGE FROM MAHA BODHI
SOCIETY OF INDIA

I am privileged and feel greatly honoured
to have this opportunity to deliver this
message on behalf of the Maha Bodhi
Society of India to this august and memorable
Council—the Sixth Great Buddhist Council,
Chaftha Sangayana. The Maha Bodhi
Society of India stands for the revival of
Buddhism and the Buddhist way of life in
the land of its birth in the name of its revered
Founder, the Venerable Anagarika Dham-
mapala whose inspiration and Life’s work is
at the back of the Society. The Maha Bodhi
Society of India looks on this Great Council
as bearing the greatest message of Hope for
revival of Buddhism and the Buddhist Ideal
of life throughout the world at a time when
they are more needed than ever they had
been in the history of the world. The
greatness of the conception of this Council
and the grandeur of achievement with which
it has been ushered in, speak eloquently of
the genius of the people of this great land of
Burmans and their Spiritual heritage.

The Maha Bodhi Society of India, wish
with all the depth of feeling, devotion and
adoration it can command, that the greatest
of success be attained in the deliberations
of this august Council. May the message
emanating from this Great Council go forth
as a Beacon of Spiritual Light and clear
the firmament of the dark clouds of hatred,
of lust, of passion, so that light everlasting
of Metta and Karuna shine forth ever and
anon.”
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SRI LANKA SHWEGYIN NIKAYA
ARAKSHAKA SABHAWA
( Read by Bhaddanta Buddharakkhita.)

We, the members of the Sri Lanka
Shwegyin Sangha Sabha and the Members
of Sri Lanka Shwegyin Nikayarakshka
Dayaka Sabha send our greetings to all
those who participate in the Chagtha
Sangayana.

As in the past, so too in the presen
Burma can speak of her devoted discipline
and wise members of the Sangha. She also
is fortunate in having millions of devoted
Buddhists, who spend in millions for the
propagation of the Dhamma and the
uplift of the Sasana. Hence the Union
of Burma leads all the Theravadin Buddhist
countries of the world in the field of Buddhist
activities.

The study of the Dhamma is vital for the
prolonged existence of the Buddha Sasana
ard therefore the Tipitaka must be preserved
in its pristine purity.

Five Great Councils had been held in the
past by eminent members of the Sangha of
India, Ceylon and Burma with the support
of the faithful and devoted Monarchs of the
respective countries to clear the Tipitaka of
the errors that had found their way into it.

Errors have been noticed in the recently
published volumes of the Tipitaka printed
in different scripts and also in those
committed to writing.

The Chattha Sangdyana being convened
by the Government of the Union of Burma
with the support of the whole Buddhist
world will greatly help the Sasana to flourish
unhindered during the next 2,500 years. May
the Chattha Sangayana commencing on this
Full Moon Day of Visakha 2498 B.E. be
crowned with success.

May the Blessings of the Triple Gem be
with those who participate in this great and
meritorious service to the Sasana; may they
enjoy good health to fulfill this great
undertaking.
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Dr. Arabinda Barua reading the
Message from the Bengal
Buddhist Association
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NAMO BUDDHAYA
SIXTH GREAT BUDDHIST COUNCIL
MESSAGE OF GOODWILL

On behalf of the Bengal Buddhist Associa-
tion representing’ the Buddhists of Eastern
India who constitute the majority of the
Buddhists in the land of the origin of
Buddhism and also as a member of the
Buddha Gaya Temple Management Com-
mittee, I have great pleasure in conveying the
greetings and good wishes of the Buddhists
of India and members of the Buddha Gaya
Temple Management Committee to the Bud-
dhist representatives assembled here and to
the Union Buddha Sasana Council of Burma
on this historic occasion, namely the inaugu-
ration of the Sixth Great Buddhist Council.

Burma, on whose soil we have met, has
always been noted for the devotion of her
people to the teachings of the Buddha and
throughout the course of history, Burma has
stood up as the champion of the Buddha
Sasana and upholder of the Buddhist faith.
It is, therefore, in the fitness of things that
soon after the emergence of Burma as a free
country, the Union Buddha Sasana Council
of Burma constituted under an Act of the
Union Parliament should have thought of
convening the present Sangayana which is
the sixth of its kind in the chequered history
of Buddhism extending over a period of two
thousand five hundred years.

The Buddhists in India who have, to their
utter dismay, seen the almost complete
eclipse of Buddhism in the land of its birth,
look forward to this august council to be
the harbinger of a new era of Buddhist
activities not only in Burma and other
countries which profess Buddhism but also
in all parts of the world, particularly in India
where conditions are now ripe for a wide
di iiation of the teachings of the Buddh
Sakyamuni in their true perspectives. They
note with particular satisfaction the fact that
the Sangayana has before it the programme
of bringing out the Tipitakas in Devanagari
and also their translations in Hindi which is
the state language of India. It is further to
be hoped that the Sangiyana would bring
out the Tipitakas likewise in the Bengali
language for the benefit of the Indian Bud-
dhists whose mother-tongue is Bengali which
at the same time ranks only next to Hindi in
popularity gst all Indian |

As Indian Buddhists we do most strongly
feel that it is the bounden duty of the

Buddhist world not only to resuscitate
Buddhism in India but at the same time to
give all possible help to the Indian Buddhists
in_their cndeavour to preserve their very
existence—they being a microscopic minority
in the midst of India’s teeming millions.
The attention of the Buddhist world still
needs to be drawn to the deplorable condition
of the sites sacred to Buddhism in India
which can only be rectified through constant
vigilance on the part of the Buddhist world.
If, in the Third Great Buddhist Council
which was held in the reign of Emperor
Asoka, Buddhism was saved from heretical
doctrines, it is perhaps time to consider
whether Buddhism could be saved from
being utilised by heretical faiths to serve
their own purposes.

This august Council has met at a time in
world’s history when greed, hatred and
delusion prevailing amongst the nations of the
world have generated the most destructive
weapons of war which threaten the extinction
of the mighty civilisation that has been bulit
up by mankind through hundreds and
thousands of years and it will be for this Great
Buddhist Council to show to mankind the
utter futility of greed and hatred so that
mankind may live in peace for all times to
come following in the path shown by the
Buddha two thousand five hundred years ago
but from which path they have strayed on
account of their utter ignorance.

The mantle of India as propagator of the
Buddhist faith has now fallen on the shoulders.
of Burma and let us hope that the
Dhammaghosa that will go forth from Burma
with the inauguration of this Sixth Great
Buddhist Council will reverberate throughout
the length and breadth of the world and
bring the whole world under the beneficial
influence of Buddha Sasana for the lasting
well-being and peace of mar'ikind.

“ grabhath LT o
Ar nikk 1j

Buddh P f [y
nalagaram’va kunjiaram®
ARABINDA BARUA
General Secretary,
Bengal Buddhist Association, Calcutta
and Member, Buddha Gaya Temple
Management Committee.
The Buddha Purnima 2498 B.E.
(17th May 1954.)
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Rev. Taio Sasaki reading the Message from
the Buddhist Association of Japan

THE BUDDHIST ASSOCIATIONS OF
JAPAN

CONGRATULATORY ADDRESS
( Read by Rev. Taio Sasaki)

It is an extraordinary honour and delight
to us to have been invited to be present as
the rep! ives of the Jap Buddhi
Circle at the inauguration ceremony of the
Chattha Sangdyana convened in your
esteemed country.

Immediately after the Buddha's Maha-
panmbbana the First Sangm was held at

by the five hund Arahats, and
one hundmi years later the Second Sangiti
held at Vesali was attended by the seven
hundred Araha!s The Third Sangiti was
d at Pataliputta by one th
Arahats with the support of Emperor Asoka.
Thcse historical events are recorded in_the
of S pasadika. Four
hundred years later the Fourth Sangiti was
held in Sihaladipa, Ceylon, and for the first
time the teachings of the Buddha were
written down. In 1871 the Fifth Sapgiti was
held m your country wnh lhc support of
King Mindon, and the B
were inscribed on seven hundred and
twenty-nine sheets of marble.

And now the Sixth Sangiti is being
convened in Burma under the name of
Sangiyani so that the nation-wide ardént
religious faith in Burma may bequeath a true
Sasana to posterity for Mangala of not only
World Buddhists but also of the whole
mankind. This undertaking brings utmost
delight and gratitude to the nation of
Buddhist Japan.

The true peace of the world depends for
its realisation on the Buddhist faith having
its core in Danapirami caused by Avera,
Ahimsa, Karuna, and Mettd. It is usuﬁed
by the fact that the eighty years of the
Buddha’s life was a life of complete peace.
Strife in Society will aot be terminated while
our hearts are dominated by Lobha, Dosa,
Moha, or Mina. Buddhism aims at exter-
minating these Upakilesa by Saddhi-bala so
that mankind may enter Nibbana and attain
Sambodhi.

We pray that the holy undertaking of the
present Sangiyana will deepen the faith of
all the Buddhists of the world and realize
a true peace to Sakala-Jambadipa.

REPRESENTATIVES OF BUDDHIST CIRCLE,
TAIO SAsAkl1. TO NAGAL

Dated 17th May, 2498 B.E.
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Mr. Kham Chan Pradith reading

the

Message from Buddhist
Association of Laos
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The Sangha Delegation of Laos

MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT, WORLD FELLOWSHIP OF
BUDDHISTS, LAOS

I am very happy to know that the
Sangiyana is being held in Rangoon, but I
deeply regret not being able to profit by
this precious occasion by coming in person
to the Great Ceremony but my constant
thoughts are with you in this Chattha
Sangdyana to which Laos has” had the
honour of being invited. The Chattha
Sangayana has shown the way to peace and
I pray that the Union of Burma will always

be in prosperity and under the protection of
the Doctrines of the Buddha and that the
Chattha Sangiyana will meet with complete
success, a success that will help to bring
peace to the world,

PHRAYA ANONG (KHAMOUANE),

Director des Affaires
Religieuses, Department des Cultes
de Laos.
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Ven'ble Phra Maha Pradith
Thera, and the Sangha Dele-
gation of Laos
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MESSAGE FROM_ HIS HOLINESS THE
SANGHARAJA OF LAOS.

BHANTE, EXCELLENCIES, LADIES  AND
GENTLEMEN,

I am very happy to know that the Chattha
Sangdyana Ceremony is being held in
Rangoon from the 17th May, 1954.

This ceremony is very important not only
for the Burmese people but also for the
Laotian people and all peoples of the world.
I must tell you how sorry I am, not to
be able to come to take part in this gredt
ceremony personally. However, I, on behalf
of the Bhikkhu Sangha and people of Laos,
send four Bhikkhus and one layman to join
with you.

And it is a joy for me to be able to send you
a sacred Image of the Omniscient Buddha
with them for presentation to you and also
may I send my thoughts of goodwill to be
with you in this ceremony.

This Buddha Image is after the style of
the ““ Phra Bang " Buddha Image which is
the most famous in Laos. It means that it is
to prevent quarrelling with each other among
all peoples all over the world.

Therefore, on this occasion, by the sacred
power of this Image of the Omniscient
Buddha, and of the Tiratana, which are the
objects of veneration of all Buddhists, may
the participants in this work of great merit
in their serene saddhi, and all peoples of
the world also, be happy without suffering.

In the Dhamma,
BUDDHAJINOROS
The Sanghardja of Ldds.
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THE WORLD FELLOWSHIP OF
BUDDHISTS, FEDERATION OF
MALAYA

( Read by Mr. Khoo Soo Jin)
MESSAGE

Greetings from Members of the World
Fellowship of Buddhists in the Federati
of Malaya and Singapore on the occasion of
the Opening Proceedings of the Chattha
Sangdyana (The Sixth Great Buddhist
Council) held on the Vesakha Punnima,
2498 B.E. (17th day of May 1954) at the
Chattha Sangiyana Maha Pasiana Guhi,
Rangoon.

You have fulfilled the instructions of Lord
Buddha who says in Mahavagga, Vinaya
Pitaka :—

“Go ye, O! Bhikkus, and wander forth
for the gain of the many, for the welfare of
the many, in compassion for the world, for
the good, for the gain, for the welfare of
gods and men. Proclaim, O! Bhikkhus,
the Doctrine glorious, preach ye a life of
holiness, perfect and pure.”

Congratulations !

KHoo Soo JIN,

On behalf of Buddhists of the Federation
of Malaya and Singapore.
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MESSAGE FORM THE CHINESE
BUDDHIST COUNCIL OF PEKING TO
THE UNION BUDDHA SASANA

COUNCIL

GENTLEMEN,

We are joyous to hear that the Chaytha
Sangayand will be held under the auspices
of the Government of the Union of Burma.
Broad-minded pcople are earnestly longing
for “ New Peace”. We definitely believe
that the Sixth Great Buddhist Council now
held in Burma will give help in working fos
peace-and justice for the Asian people and
the people of the world.

All Chinese Buddhists who desire peace
are not only working for their Buddhist
activities, but also for all works leading to
peace and justice.

The bondage of friendship between the
peoples’ Republic of China and the Union
of Burma had existed since days of old, and
we trust that this bondage will be stronger
in our working for Buddhism, peace and
justice.

Owing to want of time, we regret to say
that we are unable to send any delegate to
the Sixth Great Council, and we extend our
sincere wishes to the people of Burma and
those Buddhists from other countries.

May the Chattha Sangiyana come to a
successful end and may it be endowed with
all kinds of blessings.

CHINESE BuDDHIST COUNCIL,
PEKING.

Date 16th May 1954.
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ADDRESS OF MADAME KHUNYING
RABIAB FROM THAILAND

To the Buddhists of Burma on the auspicious.

occasion of the inauguration of 6th Buddhist

Sasana Couwi cil in Burma on 17th May of
B.E. 2497

FeLLow BUDDHISTS,

On behalf of the Ladies of Thailand who
have faith in Buddhism, I have the privilege
to express to you all as one of the most
ardent Buddhists who is devoted to the
Dhamma of our Lord Buddha. We have
requested the permission to follow the
Bhikkhu and Government Delegates to be
present at the Sangayana of the Sixth
Buddhist Council of the Union of Burma
which is being in session now.

There was once a Burmese Bhikkhu whose
name was Bhadanta Thera who had travelled
into Thailand and taken abode at one of our
monasteries at Bangkok. I had the privilege
of becoming one of his disciples and I
believe that through his preaching he had
linked the belief in Buddhism between the
Thai and the Burmese ladies.

Bearing the Dh of our Lord Buddh
in mind may [ take this auspicious oppor-
tunity to wish for the blessing of the Phra
Sriratanatrai to bestow upon us all in this
universe to live together happily and
prosperously.
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Dr. Luang Suriyabongse reading

the Message from the Buddhist

Association of Thailand under
Royal Patronage
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Captain Prasarn Thongbhahdi reading the Message from the Young Buddhist Association of Thailand
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A MESSAGE FROM THE BUDDHIST ASSOCIATION OF THAILAND
[Under Royal Patronage]

To the Buddhists of Burma on the auspicious

occasion of the inauguration of the

6th Buddhist Siasana Council in Burma
on the 17th May of 2497 B.E.

DEAR FELLOW BUDDHISTS OF BURMA,

On the occasion of the inauguration of the
6th Buddhist Sasana Council held on the
auspicious Fullmoon day of Visakha
Buranami, the Buddhist Association of
Thailand under Royal Patronage sends to
you its most sincere greetings as pure and
radiant as the ynoon on this day.

We, the Burmese and the Thai, have built
and strengthened our Nations marching
shoulder to shoulder, and by the Dhamma
of the Buddha, the Enlightened One, we
have been brothers throughout our history.
During all these centuries it was the Buddha-
Dhamma alone which taught us to love each
other and to seek common peacefulness.

The faithful observation of the Buddha-

Dhamma by the peoples of Burma as
witnessed by the holding of this Great
Universal Sangayana is the best evidence of
our common endeavour to uphold the
principle of peace among ourselves and of
the world at large.

The Buddhist Association of Thailand on
behalf of its members and on behalf of all
Buddhists of Thailand under Royal Patronage
wishes to express its whole-hearted support
of your Great and Meritorious undertaking
and wishes the 6th Buddhist Sasana Council
every success for the prosperity of the
Dhamma and for the sake of peace of the
People of the World.

May the Buddha-Dhamma last for ages !

THE BUDDHIST ASSOCIATION OF
THAILAND UNDER ROYAL PATRONAGE.

BANGKOK THAILAND :
Dated 17th May B.E. 2497.

A MESSAGE FROM THE YOUNG BUDDHIST ASSOCIATION OF THAILAND

To the Buddhists of Burma on the auspi-

cious ion of the i of the

6th Buddhist Sasana Council in Burma on
17th May of B.E. 2497.

DEeAR FELLOW BUDDHISTS OF BURMA,

On this great auspicious day of Visakha
Puranami_which has been chosen for the
ion of the 6th Buddhist Council,
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the Young Buddhist A iation of Thailand
wishes to convey most cordial greetings and
llS very best wishes for the successful accom-
plish of the Sixth Buddhist Council.

May the Triple Gem accord Great Merit
and complete Success to the Sixth Buddhist
Council in its gigantic undertaking of
standardizing the Tipitaka and of translating
the Pili texts into many foreign languages in
order to spread the Buddha-Dhamma all over
the world. May the Triple Gem bring
prosperity to those who participate, in the
6th Buddhist Council, to the Government of
the Union of Burma, and to its people, in
the Four Blessings ; Longevity—Beauty of
Complexion—Happiness and Strength (dyu,
Vanno-Sukham-Balam).

THE YOUNG BUDDHIST ASSOCIATION OF
THAILAND.
BANGKOK, THAILAND :
Dated 17th May B.E. 2497,
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Dear U CHAN HrtoON:

On the occasion of the opening of the
Sixth Buddhist Council, on behalf of the
Ford Foundation, I wish to convey our
congratulations and best wishes for a success-
ful Council.

At a time when men’s minds are pre-
occupied with forces that threaten conflict,
it is good to know that there are leaders from
all Southeast Asia who are concerned with
the strengthening of spiritual forces that
make for peace.

We recognize in the following words of
the Mettasuttam of the Khuddakapatha,
words that would find today a ready
response in the hearts of countless men and
women :—

Mata yatha niyam puttam
dyusa ekaputtam anurakkho,
evam pi sabbabhitesu
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manasam bhavaye aparimanam.

Mettaii ca sabbalokasmim

manasam bhavaye aparimanam

uddhom adho ca tiriyaii ca

asambadham averam asapattam.

Just as a mother would protect her only
child at the risk of her own life,

Even so let him cultivate a boundless
heart towards all beings.

Let his thoughts of boundless love

Pervade the whole world,

Above, below and across, without any
obstruction

Without any hatred,
enmity.

This is an important event not only in the
history of Burma but of all Southeast Asia,
and we share your hope that the influence of
this Council may contribute to increasing
understanding among men who share a
spiritual quest.

We may assure you that we share with
you the idea so nobly expressed in the
following verse from the Kaliyakkhini-
vatthu of the Dhammapada-atthakatha :—

Na hi verena verani

Sammantidha kudacanam

Averena ca sammanti,

Esa dhammo sanantano.

Hatred never ceases by hatred in this

world,

Through loving-kindness it comes to an
end. This is ancient law.

To all those who have given so much
thought and careful planning on behalf of
this Council, may this be a day of satisfac-
tion that comes with the fulfilment of the
hopes and aspirations that led to this
Council.

It is gratifying to us, please let us assure
further, that we are here in your country and
in the mldst of your people to cooperate
with you in one common and unceasing
endeavour for peace, understanding and
goodwill among the peoples of the world.
We hope that the establishment of the
international library and research centre may
be the means of increasing understanding of
the rich cultures of Southeast Asia. We
join you in one common prayer for the
well-being.of all sentient beings.

Yours faithfully,
(Sd.) JonN Scort EVERTON,
Ford Foundation Representative.
May 17th, 1954.

without any
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MESSAGE FROM THE HONBLE
Mr. A. RATNAYAKE, MINISTER OF
HOME AFFAIRS, CEYLON

( Read by the Hon'ble Mr. M. D. Banda,
Minister for Education. Ceylon. )

“The Government of Ceylon is most
thankful to the Union of Burma for inviting
the people of Ceylon to participate in the
Chattha Sangayana. It is indeed a great
honour that has been bestowed on us and
1 am happy to state that the people of Ceylon,
both the Maha Sangha and the Laity, rallied
to the call and undertook the revision of the
Tipitaka Texts received from Burma with the
greatest enthusiasm.

The Uttaritara Mandalaya, consisting
of some of the most eminent Monks in
Ceylon, renowned for their scholarship, was
established by this Government for the
revision of the Texts. This Mandalaya is a
fully representative body and its members
have always been ready and willing tobe
of the utmost assi to the Sangiy
It has had the able backing and support of
another representative body of lay workers—
The Burma Tipipaka Sangayani Lanka
Dayaka Sabha—in all its deliberations. The
Buddhists of Ceylon pray with one voice
that the Sang: the cer
tion of which takes place at Rangoon on
the Wesak day of 1954, would be a great
success. We invoke the Blessing of the
Triple Gem on the organizers of the venture,
and also on those who will take part in its
future deliberations.

With the rest of the world planning and
preparing for war—having in view the most
diabolical engines of destruction, such as the
Atom Bomb and the Hydrogen Bomb, the
nations P in the Sangay are
preparing to release to a world torn by strife
the Message of Peam in its pristine purity

by the Enlightened One nearly
2500 years ago. The significance of the
Buddha’s Message to a world afflicted with
lust for power and greed of wealth would be
far-reaching, and it is the paramount duty
of all Buddhist countries to make one
great effort to re-dedicate mankind to the
highest ldols of the Blessed One. May the

in the Sangdyani attain
Nlbbm.
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Hon'ble Mr. M. D. Banda,

Minister for Education, reading

the Message from Mr. .

Ratnayake, Minister for Home
Affairs, Ceylon
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ADDRESSES FROM VARIOUS ORGANI-
ZATIONS AND PERSONAGES

(Announced by U Ba Swe)
(i) Abhayatissa Mahathera, Dohazari.

(i1) Mahindosabha Samitiya and
Residents of Polwatte, Ceylon.

(iii) Puiinavaddhana Society, Ambalan-
goda, Ceylon.

(iv) Ambalangoda Car
Ceylon.

(v) The Friends of Buddhism Society,
Wachington D.C., U.S.A.

(vi) Ven'ble Sri  Nanodaya
Thera, Diwulapitiya, Ceylon.

Stand Union®

Nayaka

(vii) Ven'ble Dhamma Kitti Siri Vimaila
Maha Thera, Panadura, Ceylon.

(viii) Ven'ble Yatawatte Dharmakirthi Sri
Sumangala Dharmaratana Mahid Nayaka
Thera, Asgiri Vihara, Kandy, Ceylon.

(ix) Ven'ble Udammita Sri Dhammarak-
khita Tissa Thera, Mahanayaka of Amara-
pura Sect., Ceylon.

(x) The World Fellowship of Buddhists
of Cambodia.
(xi) D. P. Vajirafiana,
Thera, Colombo.
(xii) B. B. Legama Abhaya Tissa Maha
Nayaka Thera, Opanayaka, Ceylon.
(xiii) Siri Vimalajoti Maha Thera, Balam-
goda, Ceylon.

Maha Nayaka

(xiv) Bhaddanta Subhati Thera,
Chittagong.
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LIST OF ARTICLES PRESENTED TO
THE CHATTHA SANGAYANA BY THE
DISTINGUISHED GUESTS AND
DELEGATES

(Read by Bhaddanta Visuddha, Vijjalaikdra
Sayadaw)

I. Articles  presented by the Ceylon
Delegation headed by His Excellency
Mr. Dudley Senanayake :—

(i) 110 Bodhi sapplings from Anuradha-
pura.

(ii) Bodhi seeds.

(iii) Silver sheets bearing the inscriptions
of Dhamma Cakka Sutta and
Mahasamaya Sutta, to be kept in
the Chattha Sangayana Library
which will be established in future.

2. Articles pr d by the Cambodi
Delegation headed by His Holiness the
Sanghardja of Cambodia :—

(i) One Buddha image.

(ii) Four silk curtains bordered with
Sasana flags.

(iii) Two silk ccilings bearing the patterns
of the Buddha.

(iv) Six specially made decorations to be
set up at six gates of the Great Cave.

(v) Twenty-one Cambodian mats.

(vi) Candles to be lighted at the Kaba-
Aye (World Peace) Pagoda and in
the Great Cave.

3. From Vietnamese Delegation :—
One silk curtain embroidered with
silver thread and bearing the pattern
of dragons.

4. From Laotian Delegation :—

One brass image of the standing
Buddha on a plinth.

5. From His Majesty’s Government of

Nepal :—

One brass image of the standing Buddha.

A picture of the Buddha and another
about Dependent Origination preserv-
ed by the Dhammodaya Sabba of
Nepal.

Also a yak tail fly-flap.
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