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Most plain areas are to be found along the west and south
coasts. |

Moreover,. there are some 700,000 jungbo of alkaline land in
these coastal areas. Following the country’s liberation, in the north-
ern part of the ‘Republic-the alkaline land has been made suitable for
farming, reed cultivation, or salt-field.

Seas: Korea.is surrounded by seas on three sides--the East
Sea, South Sea, and West Sea.

The east coast has.-few -estuaries, indentations and islands.
The grcatest depth of the East Sea is over 3,000 metres in some
places, and the tide rises only 50 centimetres on an average.

The: west coast is a network of many indentations and large
numbers of islands are to be found in the coastal waters. The sea
is shallow with an average depth of 44 metres and a maximum
difference is 10 metres between low and high tides.

The South Sea is intermediate between the East Sea and West
Sea.
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Climate: The seasonal changes are distinct. The climate is
on the whole moderate but continental with great diflerences be
tween summer and winter temperature. But the oceanic climate
affects it to no small extent.

The annual average temperature stands at 4-15 C. and
annual rainfall 1,000 mm on an average.

Rivers: The rivers are generally shallow and narrow and
short but they have numbers of tributaries and take winding cour-
ses. Among the main rivers are the Amrok (790 km), the Dooman
020 km), the Han (514 km), the Rakdong (525 km), and the Tai-
dong (430 km). '

There are only a few natural lakes in the country, Kwang-po
and Chunji on Mt. Baikdoo being the main ones. However, there

Korea abounds in picturesque spots. Here we see a spot in the

eastern part of Korea, known as one of eight scenic spots in the
east coast. The Chongsuk-jung Pavilion is seen in the background
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chrome and cobalt, and non-ferrous metal such as copper, lead and
zinc besides gold and silver are abundant.

The country has rich deposits of graphite, magnesite (Korea
leads the world in magnesite deposit.), kaoline, lime-stone, marble,
silica, mica, asbestos, iron sulphide, talc and so on.

These rich mineral resources provide favourable conditions for
building powerful metal-working, engineering, chemical, and build-
ing materials industries, the key branches for socialist industriali-
‘zation.

Mild climate, favourable geographical conditions and sur-
rounding seas provide possibilities of developing diversified agri-
culture, timber and fishing industries so as to supply light industry
with abundant raw materials.

POPULATION

According to the 1942 census before liberation, Korea's popu-
lation was recorded as over 26,360,000. Ncw it is estimated at over
30,000,000, though the figure is not available due (o the division
of the territorv caused by the U.S. occupation of South Korea
since liberation.

The Korean race is a homogeneous people with the same
language. The Korean alphabet is a phonetic alphanet.

With the liberation of Korea on August 15, 1945, radical
change has been brought to the class structure of the population in
the northern part of the Republic in the cource of carrying out
democratic reforms and socialist construction under the wise gui-
dance of the Workers’ Party of Korea.

Landlords and comprador capitalists were done away with,
and a nandful of national capitalists and rich farmers, who remain-
ed as an exploiting class, have been transformed into the working
people of sociaiist type.

Today the basic class in the North is composed of the work-
ing «class and toiling peasants. With the growth of its ranks in

7
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A view of today's Pyongyang

scope and strength the leading role of the working class in social-
I1st construction is further growing. LExploitation of the working
people by the capitalists was terminated long ago in the country.
ur working class is now the genuine masters of the society freed
from exploitation and oppression. The peasants the most reliable
Ily of the working class, have become the socialist toiling peas-
nts embraced in agricultural co-ops, free frcm exploitation and
pression.
The intellectuals also have been remodeled into the working
eople of socialist type who serve the working class and peasants.
ith the growth of new inteilectuals from among workers and
easants, their number is increasing.

Petty bourgeoisie—handicraftsmen and peddlers—and medi-

and small traders and industrialists in urban districts

Iso have become the working people of socialist type. They have
een embraced in producers’ co-ops on a voluntary principle.

New relations have been established between urban and rural

istricts in the course of socialist revolution. In carrying out the

technical and cultural revolutions in the countryside, the guidance

nd assistance of the working class to the peasants are being fur-

ther intensified. The further strengihening of the worker-peasant

alliance and the enhancement of leading role of the working class
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speed up the development of agriculture and the remodeliing of the
peasants’ consciousness. The worker-peasant alliance constitutes the
foundation of unity of the entire peoole and a decisive guarantec

for the victory of revolution.

Changes in Proportion of Population

In percentages
e —— e ———

1946 1949 1853 1956 1960

orkers and oin

employees . . . . .
Agricultural co-op

members — — — 40.0 44.4
Individual peasants 74.1 69.3 06.4 16.6 e
Handicraftsmen jolning ‘_

in CcO-0p3 e . . , LD

Individual handicrafts-

men, enterprisers and
tradesmen 5.0 2. 1.9 0.9 —

Total 100 100 1CG0 100 100



Thanks to the measures taken by the Workers' Party of Korea
and the Government of the Republic the material and cultural con-
ditions of the people keep improving. Betlter medical service 1is
available to the people. As a result, in 1960 the average life span
was 20 years longer than in the days of Japanese imperialism. And
the population is increasing at the annual rate of 28 per thousand
(The rate was 10.5 per thousand in pre-liberation days.).

ADMINISTRATIVE DIVISIONS

In the northern part, administrative divisions are: provinces
(or special cities), cities, counties (or districts), ri (or township and
workers’ settlements), and dong of cities.

The seats of provinces and cities are:

Pyongyang (City of Pyongyang)

Pyongyang (South Pyongan Province), Shinuijoo (North
Pycngan Province), Kangge (Jagang Province), Hyesan (Ryang-
gang Province), Hamheung (South Hamkyung Province), Chungjin
(North Hamkyung Province), Wonsan (Kangwon Province), Haijoo
(South Hwanghai Province), Sariwon (North Hwanghai Province)

and Kaesong (City of Kaesong).
Pyongyang is the capital of democratic Korea.

10



A BRIEF HISTORY OF KOREA

PRIMITIVE COMMUNAL SYSTEM

It is believed that a primitive matriarchal community prevail-
ed long in the peninsula in remote times.

However, with the development of agriculture and wuse of
bronze and iron tools, the matriarchal system began to give way
to patriarchal community.

Around this time numerous clans and tribes, the Ye, Maik,

Han and others, were formed in Korea, gradually changing into a
class society.

FORMATION OF SLAVE-OWNERS STATES

Around 400-500 B.C. the primitive community system collapsed
to be replaced eventually with class societies. Old kingdoms of An-
cient Korea, Pooyu, Jinkook, etc., appeared in this period. These
kingdoms employed farming and stock-breeding and their culture
began to progress. It is established that from about 400 B.C. iron

was used. And economic and cultural intercourses with China were
conducted.

FORMATION OF FEUDAL STATES

Around the 1st century, the slave system was replaced with
feudalism.

A new Kkingdom Kokuryo came into being in the territory of
Ancient Korea and Pooyu in the north, while Paikche and Silla

11
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The eleven-faced Avalokitesvara carved in relief in the Sukkul-
am Cave (built in 751 A.D.) in Kyungjoo, the old cap

ital of Silla



KOREAN PENINSULA UNIFIED BY SILLA

In 668 A.D. Silla united the whole of Korea. This brought a-
bout the first unification of the quasi-Korean nation. Following 1ts
conquest of the other two kingdoms (Kokuryo and Paikche), Silla
strengthened its feudal centralism and made a ieaping advance in
economy and culture. However, the power of Silla began to disinte-
grate as the aristocrats’ landholdings became higger and the peas-
ants’ revolts against merciless exploitation by the ruling circles be-
came more vigorous.

Of the excellent cultural relics of Silla of this period, the
Sukkoolam Cave with its magnificent sculpture and relief, and the
buiidings and pagodas of the Boolkooksa Temple are widely known
throughout the world.

IKORYU DYNASTY

Taking advantage of the peacants’ revolts against the feudal
ruling circles Wang Kun established the Koryu Kingdom in 9186
A.D. and conquered Silla in 935 A.D., thus becoming the ruler of
the whole Korea.

Koryu was also a centralized feudal kingdom with no funda-
mental difference from the United Silla Kingdom.

Koryu consolidated its ruling apparatus and expanded its terri-
tory up to the Amrok River.

Towards the end of the 10th century and the early 11th cen-
tury the Kitans invaded Koryu, but the people of Koryu repulsed
them successfully, safeguarding their country.

After the war, agricultural productive forces grew further,
and home and foreign trades also made long strides.
From 1231 A.D. on, Koryu was attacked repeatedly by the

15



v 8% . Celadon inlaid with lotus

: design of the Koryu period

preserved in the State Cen-
tral Historical Museum
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Yuans, who subdued the ruling circles of Koryu in the end. The
people, however, never gave up their heroic resistance against
Yuans until they regained their sovereignly.

The Koryu people also frustrated every attempt of invasion
by the Japanese pirates.

Due to the prolonged wars with foreign invaders, and the
sharp class contradictions within the society, the Koryu Dynasty
began to decline, and was overthrown by a newly-risen bureaucrat
Li Sung Kye and his followers in 1392.

During the Koryu period science and culture, printing in par-
ticular, made a remarkable advance. The "‘Sangjung Ryemoon' or
a code of the Koryu published in 1234 was printed by metal
types. And the inlaid celadon enjoys world-wide fame for the
harmony of colour, graceful shapes and various designs.

16 .



Adamant Prajna-paramita-Sutra (published in 1242), part of the

complete collection of Buddhist Sutras (consisting of 6,805 volu-

mes, compiled in 1236-1251 with 81,258 printing blocks), in the
State Central Library

LI DYNASTY

The Li Dynasty, a feudal state with no fundamental difference
from Koryu, strengthened in its early days the political system
based on centralism.

Agriculture made marked development, and science and cul-
ture began to flourish in the reign of King Sejong (1419-1450).

In 1441, the udometre was made in Korea. And in 1443 the
Korean alphabet, ‘““Hoonmin Jungeum,” was adopted, an epochal
event in the history of our literature.

In 1592 Korea was invaded by the Japanese army
as the first step in his long planned scheme to invade the
Asian continent. However, the enemy was repulsed by our navy

17



under the command of Admiral Li Soon Shin and the patriotic-
minded people’s volunieers. And the aggressive scheme of the
Japanese invaders was completely shattered. In co-operation with the
army from Ming, the Korean people dealt a decisive blow to the
enemy and drove them out of Korea. Especially the tortoise-boat
built by Admiral Li Soon Shin, Heaven-shaken explosive (time
bomb), “Flying vehicle’’ (a kind of aeroplane), and ‘“‘Firing car”
chariot mounted with guns) made by the people contributed great-
lv {o the victory in the war.

From the middle of the 17{h century to the 18th manual lab-
our and trade made headway and the volume of money in circula-
tion showed a steady increase. |

The new social and economic conditions gave rise to a new
ideological trend, the Practical School, which advocated a search
for truth in the realities. The idea of the Practical School was (o
introduce foreign culture especiallv the Western natural science,
into our country in conformity with the country’s reality, treasuring
the tradition of our own culture while avoiding thé Confucian
empty theory so as to develop the country into a strong and pro-

Oil painting “A Battle on the Sea Fought by
Admiral Li Soon Shin" by Jung Hyun Woong
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sperous nation politically and economically by replacing the old
with the new.

Removal of fetters which retarded social development, In
particular solution of the land problem, abolishment of the difier-
ence in social status and elimination of exaction by the ruling class
were the main ideological content of this school represented by Pak
JI Won, Jung Yak Yong and others.

Literature and art also made great progress in the Li Dynasty.
Highly refined music and dances, the famous ‘““Tale of Choon
Hyang,” ‘“‘Tale of Shim Chung” and other popular works of art
were produced. Especially the realistic literary works and paint-
ings influenced by the Practical School, porcelain, lacquer ware In-
laid with mother-of-pearl, and other handicraft works of the time
enjoy world-wide fame.

In the 17th-181th centuries new economic element—commodity-
money economy—developed. Around the 18th century the circula-
tion of commodity and money increased, economic strength of the
middle class was augmented; commercial capital combined with
usury came to the fore. All this gave a stimulus to the growth of
capitalist elements and contributed to disintegrate the economic
basis of the feudal system based on the natural economy. However,
the ruling circles aggravated social contradictions in their attempt
to utilize these new factors for their feudal exploitation and to
check their free development. This ignited the peasants’ revolts a-
gainst the feudal ruling class. The revolt of peasants in Pyongan
Province (1811-1812) mayv be cited as an example.

INROADS OF TFFOREIGN CAPITALISM

Korea’s social and political situation in which unrest had been
prevailing due to the peasants’ uprisings came to face a new crisis
in the latter part of the 19th century, as foreign aggressive powers
were penetrating into the country.

The patriotic-minded Korean people fought heroically against
foreign aggressors. They sent the U.S. pirate ship General Sher-
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man to the boltom of the Taidong River in 1866 and later repuls-
ed a French fleet, and then a U.S. fleet. However, the incompetent
rulers of the feudal Li Dynasty were forced to sign various unequal
ireaties with such capitalist powers as Japan. the United States,
Britain and Germany and opened the door to the aggressors.

However, the inroad of foreign capitalism, especially of mili-
tarist-feudalistic Japanese capitalism, to Korea, nipped the newly-
rising capitalist elements of the latter in the bud.

The flow of goods from capitalist countries and the subsequent
unequal t{rade reliations reduced Korea into a semi-feudal, semi-
colonial country.

In 1884, the Kkaihwa-pa, or an “‘enlightenment group” led by
Ikim Ok Kyun., whose intention was (o replace the feudal society
with a modern one, staged a coup d'etat and assumed the reins of
power. But their rule lasted for a very short time in foce of the
conservatives' resistance.

In the meantime, the people continued their struggle against
aggression ol foreign capitalist powers and against the feudal
rulers who submitled to alien invaders. In 1894 a big-scale peas-
ants  uprising took place in Cholla Province.

The peasant army led by Jun Bong Joon seized the Junjoo
IFortress and made preparations for their march to the capital. Soon
the uprising swept the country and the peasanis throughout the
country rose in revolt which threw the feudal rulers into panic.
Taking advantage of the confusion and with the aid from the U.S.
and Britain, the Japanese army landed in Korea and suppressed the
anti-imperialist, anti-feudal struggle of the peasants in a most cruel
way.

JAPANESE IMPERIALISTS’ OCCUPATION OF KOREA

After the Sino-Japanese War (1894-1895) and the Russo-
Japanese War (1904-1905), the Japanese imperialists converted
Korea into a ‘‘protectorate.”

The hatred of the Korean people toward Japanese imperialism



became further mounled, and it exploded into the patriotic volun-
teers struggle against ithe Japanese imperialists. From the end ol
1890, especialiy since the Russian Revolution (1905-1907) which
came as an inspiring stimulus to the Korean people, the struggle
hecame more vigorous. In particular, the struggle led by Hong
Bum Do and Cha Do Sun in Hamkyung Province was a great
menace to the Japanese imperialists and their accomplices, the ko-
rean landlords.

In this period, the patriotic enlightenment movement was
launched, challenging the Japanese imperialists and feudal rulers.
This movement paved the way for going over (o modern civiliza
tion from feudalism and contributed to some extent to stimulating
the anti-feudal, patriotic spirit of the people.

Despite the resistance of the whole nation, the Japanese im-
perialists, who had virtually occupied Korea since the Russo-
Japanese war. backed by the U.S. and British imperialists and
buying off the pro-Japanese feudal rulers of Korea such as the
traitor Li Wan Yong. concocted the “"Annexation Trealy” in August
1910.

Thus Korea was turned into a complete coiony of Japan and

the Korean people were subjected to thce Japanese imperialists’
tyrannical rule.

JAPANESE IMPERIALISTS’ COLONIJAL RULE

The period of the Japanese imperialists’ rule in Korea (1910-
1945) was that of merciiess colonial plunder and unheard-of op-
pression and exploitation of the Korean people. They indulged in
economic exploitation by combining colonialist and capitalist
methods with feudal methods (especially in the countryside). The in-
dependent development of Korea’s economy was barred and it was
made an appendage of Japan's economy. Thus Korea’s national in-
dustry was completely paralyzed. '

Pursuing a colonial predatory policy. they enforced a military
police rule. In fact they covered the whole country with the net-
work of gendarmerie and police stations and jprisons.

l',ﬂ.‘ 21



Due to the Japanese imperialists’ colonial plundering and en-
slavement policy, the Korean working people were subjected to
double or treble exploitation and cruel oppression by the Japanese
imperialists and their henchmen, Korean landlords and comprador
capitalists.

However, the Korean people never ceased to struggle for in-
dependence and freedom against oppression and exploitation.

MARCH FIRST POPULAR UPRISING

The Great October Socialist Revolution, which ushered in a
new era in human history, gave a great impetus to our national
liberation struggle.

Marxism-Leninism spread rapidly in our country and the re-
volutionary spirit of the popular masses against Japanese imperial-
ism grew day by day.

Under the influence of the Great October Socialist Revolution.

il painting “"March First Uprising"” by Moon Hak Soo
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to assume the character of a mass revolt. Beginning with the gene-
ral strike in Wonsan in the early part of 1929, strikes and revolls
broke out in succession: the strike al the Pusan Textile Mill, tac
strike and demonstration at the Pyongyang Rubber Factory, the
revolt of the miners in the Shinheung Coal Mine, anti-Japanese
demonstration of the peasants in Jungpyvung County, South Ham-
kyung Province, and the peasants’ revolt in Danchun County in
1930, and the strike of students in Kwangjoo in 1929 which was
followed by nation-wide students’ movement and so forth. Along-
side the mass movement within the country, anti-Japanese insurrec-
tions with wide participation of the Korean peasanis in northeast
China took place in succession.

In the course of the struggle the worker-peasant alliance gain-
ed in strength and the Kcorean revoluticnary forces led by the
working class under the leadership of communists began to grow
into a force sufficiently to wage a protracted arduous armed strug-
gle against Japanese imperialism.

DEVELOPMENT CF ANTI-JAPANESE NATIONAL LIBERATION
MOVEMENT TO A NEW STAGE—BEGINNING OF ANTI-
JAPANESE PARTISAN STRUGGLE

In the 30’s the KNorean nalional liberation movement came to
have its leadership—the Communists headed by Comrade Kim
Il Sung—and took a correct sirategy of struggle and tactics.

In view of the inevitable development of our national libera-
tion struggle, Comrade Kim Il Sung worked out the most scientific
strategy and tactics by creatively applying the general principles
of Marxism-Leninism to the realities of our countrv. He made it
clear that the Korean Communists should strengthen their ideologi-
cal and organizational unity and sclidarity; they should impart a
higher purposeful consciousness and organized character to the

surging mass movement so as to convert it into a more positive,
popular armed struggle.

Al the same time Comrade Kim Il Sung advocated the neces-
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sity of organizing a Marxist-Leninist Party of a new type; of form-
ing a broad-scale united anti-Japanese national front on the basis
of worker-peasant alliance under the leadership of the working
class so as to strengthen the mass base of our revolutionary move-
ment; of linking our national liberation struggle closely with the
international labour movement under the banner of proletarian
internationalism.

In 1932, under the guidance of the Communists headed by
Comrade Kim Il Sung, the anti-Japanese people’'s partisan units
consisting of progressive workers, peasants, youth and students
were formed in Antu, Wangching, Yenchi, Hunchun, Hualung, ctc.
in east Manchuria to launch an armed struggle. Thus the national
liberation movement of the Korean people entered a new, higher
stage. The Korean people came to have a genuine people’s armed
torce guided by DMarxism Leninism. The anti-Japanese partisans
triumphantly fought for the country’'s independence and class libe-
ration against the anti-revolutionary forces armed to the teeth. In
the course of the struggle their ranks grew in number and strength.

ESTABLISHMENT OF PARTISAN BASES AND THE
FORMATION OF THE KOREAN PEOPLE’S
REVOLUTIONARY ARMY

In 1932, Comrade Kim Il Sung and his comrades-in-arms set
up the partisan bases, the liberated areas, in various parts of east
Manchuria.

In these areas, the organizations of the Communist Party and
Communist Youth lLeague and various Kinds of anti-Japanese mass
organizations were formed, and the revolutionary people’'s power
was set up under the leadership of the Communists.

The revolutionary people’s power carried out a series of
democratic, social and economic reforms, such as the land reform
on the principle of confiscating without compensation the land own-
ed by the landlords and national traitors and distributing to the
peasants with little or no land and enforcement of an 8-hcur day.

With the partisan units growing in strength and scope, Com-
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rade Kim Il Sung formed in 1934 the Korean People’s Revolution-
ary Army as a unified military organization. The partisan units
thus developed into a large combined army and inflicted great loss
upon the Japanese imperialists by large-scale mobile operations,
while further strengthening the partisan bases.

The panic-stricken Javanese imperialists, while launching
large-scale ofifensives, attempted frantically to cut off the contact
between the People’'s Revolutionary Army and the people and
undermine the revolutionary forces from within.

However, the partisans permeated with ardent patriotism and
the conviction in the triumph of the new, socialism-communism,
and in the inevitable defeat of the old, imperialism, continued their
heroic and indomitable resistance struggle, surmounting all difficul-
ties and hardships.

Under the influence of the anti-Japanese armed struggle the
worker-peasant movement at home showed upsurge.

FATHERLAND RESTORATION ASSOCIATION AND ITS
10-POINT PROGRAMME

In accordance with the decision of the Communist Internation-
al on forming an anti-fascist people’s front around the middle of
the 30’s, the Communists led by Comrade Kim Il Sung organized
in 1936 the Fatherland Restoration Association, a mass organiza-
tion of the anti-Japanese united {front.

This Association organized under the guidance of the Com-
munists and comprising many anti-Japanese organizations and
patriots of all strata at home and abroad, was the first national
united front based on the worker-peasant ailiance.

The 10-point programme of the Association worked out by
Comrade Kim Il Sung was the first revolutionary programme, an
embodiment of creative application of Marxism-Leninism to the
actual situation of Korea at that time.

The programme clearly elucidated the anti-imperialist, anti-
feudal and democratic tasks, and the character of people’s demo-
cracy of the Korean revolution, such as establishinent of people’s
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ORGANIZATIONAL NETWORK OF THE FATHERLAND
RESTORATION ASSOCIATION
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power and reforms in social, economic and cultural fields. The pro-
gramme reflected correctly the interests and requirements of all
sections of the Korean people. It enjoyed, therefore, support of
the working class, peasants and even some groups of national
ourgeoisie. Thus the Fatherland Restoration Association came to
embrace more than 200,000 members in a few months after it
inauguration, and its organizational network spread throughout tne
northeast districts of China and in various parts of Korea.

The organizations of the Fatherland Restoration Association

served to muster broad patriotic forces under the guidance of the
working class.



TORCHLIGHT OF BOCHUNBO

The Korean People’s Revolutionary Army, \steeled in battles,
delivered fatal blows to the Japanese forces which had attempted
frequent large-scale “‘punitive’” operations. For more effective gui-
dance to the revolutionary movement in the homeland, partisan
bases were set up in the Changpai district bordering on Korea to
prepare for its march to the homeland.

On June 4, 1937, one unit of the People’s Revolutionary
Army led by Comrade Kim Il Sung attacked Bochunbo, an enemy’s
stronghold in the northern border region of Korea, dealing a tell-
ing blow to the enemy.

The victory in Bochunbo redoubled the conviction of the Ko-
rean people, who were under the cruel fascist rule and suppression
by the Japanese imperialists, in their national independence and
liberation.

FURTHER INTENSIFICATION OF ANTI-JAPANESE
ARMED STRUGGLE

Having unleashed the Sino-Japanese war in 1937 the Japanese
imperialists suppressed and exploited the Korean people in an
even more cruel, fascist manner. People were arrested and mas-
sacred en masse and the Korean youth was forcibly dragged into
the army. The Japanese imperialists even forbade the Korean peo-
ple to speak their mother tongue, striving to extinguish every
spark of the Korean national culture.

However, the anti-Japanese armed struggle of 1the Korean
people led by Comrade Kim II Sung, cherishing the honour of the
nation and upholding the banner of freedom and independence,
grew further in scale and strength. The Korean People’s Revolu-
tionary Army, holding aloft the banner of proletarian internation-
alism, conducted large-scale mobile operations throughout north-
east China in co-operation with the Chinese people’s revolutionary
forces. The Korean Pecple’s Revolutionary Arimy waged more than
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for the people, conviction of victory in the cause of Marxism-
Leninism, socialist patriotism and proletarian internationalism, and
unparalleled heroism surmounting all hardships and difficulties.
The anti-Japanese armed struggle developed into an invincl-
ble force because their revolutionary movement strictly apided by
Marxism-Leninism, took deep root among the popular masses, re-
lied firmly upon the growing international revolutionary forces
and determinedly ensured the unity of ideology and action among

the ranks.
Thus the struggle waged by the Communists led by Comrade

Kim Il Sung, beacon of the revolutionary movement in Korea,
established for the first time in the history of our national libera-
tion struggle tne firm leadership of the working class, and laid the
firm organizational and Iideological foundation for the building of

a Marxist-Leninist Party.
In addition, the great revolutionary achievements and experi-

ences in the establishment of people’s power, in the enforcement
of democratic reforms, and in the activities of the Fatherland Re-
storation Association and the people’s revolutionary army during
15 long years of partisan struggle, became a precious wherewithal
to lead the Korean revolution to new victories.

Revolutionary achievements, revolutionary spirit, mass Vview-
point and popular style of work established by the Communists led
by Comrade Kim Il Sung in the 30's constitute the priceless re-
volutionary traditions of the Kkorean people and serve as a source
of their confidence in victory.

LIBERATION OF KOREA BY THE SOVIET ARMY

When the great Soviet Union declared war upon Japan on
August 9, 1945, the Korean People’s Revolutionary Army partici-
pated in the war shoulder to shoulder with the Soviet Army. Only
a few days after the proclamation of war by the Soviet Union. the
Japanese imperialists sutiered a staggering blow and surrendered
unconditionally on August 15, 1945.

Thus the Korean people were liberated from the 36-year long
colonial rule of the Japanese imperialists.
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THE PATH TRAVERSED BY THE KOREAN PEOPLE
AFTER LIBERATION

INTERNAL SITUATION AFTER LIBERATION

The liberation of Korea opened a new era in the history of
the Korean people.

Amidst the joy and excitement of liberation, the entire Kore-
an people, organizing the people’s committees—the power organs
of their own—throughout the country, started to build a sover-
eign, independent state.

Comrade Kim Il Sung and his comrades-in-arms returned
home in triumph after crushing Japanese militarism together with
the great Soviet Army. Their leading activities were a vital factor
for the development of the Korean revolution.

Under the favourable conditions in North Korea where the
Soviet Army—the true liberator and helper of the Korean peo-
ple—was stationed, the Communists led by Comrade Kim Il Sung
set about the work of organizing a Marxist-Leninist Party of a
new type, and establishing a unified people’s power throughout Ko-
rea by rallying the democratic forces with the working class as the

core.

However, no sooner had the American imperialists, who did
not fire a single shot for the liberation of Korea, landed in South
Korea in September 1945 than theyv took over the Japanese ruling
apparatus, and set up the ““Military Government.”

The U.S. imperialists dissolved the people’s committees, sup-
pressed democratic forces, mustering and using as political pillars
all the reactionary forces—a handful of landlords, comprador capi-
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He put forward the political and organizational lines for the
founding of a Marxist-Leninist Party, on the organizational and
ideological basis, which he worked out in the course of the antl-
Japanese, national liberation struggle for 15 years.

He also defined the character of the Korean revolution as the
anti-imperialist, anti-feudal democratic revolution and elucidated
the immediate tasks. Comrade Kim Il Sung, taking into account
the peculiarities of the revolution which could not be carried out
simultaneously in North and South Korea in view of the U.S. oc-
cupation of South Korea, proposed to establish a powerful democra-
tic base in North Korea. At (he same time he proposed that the
Party be organized as a Marxist-Leninist Party of a new type em-
bodying Leninist organizational principles and standards of Party
life, and that its central organ be located in North Korea, the re-
volutionary democratic base, where the Soviet Army was stationed.

Factionists attempted to obstruct the work of founding the
Party by every possible means for their dirty political end. Com-
munists led by Comrade Kim Il Sung, however, rallying the re-
volutionary workers and working masses and shaltering every
scheme of all hues of factionists to hinder the {founding of the
Party, formed in October 1945 the North Korean Organizing

Committee of the Communist Party of Korea as the central organ
of the Party.

In 1946 the Communist Party has developed into the Work-
ers’ Party ol Korea, a mass Party, and led the Korean revolution
to victory. Basing itself on the united iront of all the democratic
forces, immediately after the liberation it set forth the tasks of est-
ablishing the people’s power, thoroughly liquidating the remnants
of Japanese imperialism, carrying out democratic reforms, and re-
habilitating and developing the economy. At the same time, the
Party set forth the line for establishing a revolutionary democratic

pbase serving as a lever for carrying out the revolution throughout
Korea.

For this purpose, the Party, while consolidating the unityv and
solidarity of its ranks, waged a powerful struggle to further ex-

pand and strengthen the Party and rally the broader masses around
it.
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Under the guidance of the Party, the local people’s commit-
tees were gradually put in proper shape. Trade union was organiz-
ed in each factory and enterprise. And peasants’ unions, youth
leagues and women’s unions were organized in all parts of the
country. In this way, the people from all walks of life, firmly
rallied around the Party, actively participated in building a sover-
eign, independent state along the road indicated by the Party.

DECISION OF MOSCOW THREE FOREIGN MINISTERS
CONFERENCE ON KOREAN QUESTION

The Moscow Three Foreign Ministers Conference held in De-
cember 1945 adopted the decision on the Korean question, one of
the post-war problems.

Duly reflecting the Korean people’s long cherished aspiration,
the decision provided for establishing a democratic provisional
government in order to develop Korea into a democratic, sovereign
and independent state.

Therefore, the Korean people, unanimously expressing their
full support, worked for the realization of the Moscow Conference
decision.

However, the U.S. imperialists stubbornly set against the im-
plementation of the decision in pursuit of their aggressive aims,
split our country into ihe North and South by wusing the 38th
parallel as an artificial barrier.

Such situation necessitated the putting into effect of the de-
cision of the Three Foreign Ministers Conference, if only in North
Korea.

ESTABLISHMENT OF DEMOCRATIC BASE

To establish a democratic base, the Party set up, first of all,
the North Korean Provisional People’s Committee in February
1946 on the basis of the united front of democratic political par-
ties and social organizations.
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The North Korean Provisional People’s Committee under the
guidance of the Party thoroughly carried out the anti-imperialist,
anti-feudal democratic reforms in a matter of a few months.

Under the land reform enforced on March 5, 1946, the land
formerly owned by the Japanese imperialists and the Korean land-
lords was confiscated and distributed without compensation to
tillers. Thus the cherished desire of the peasantry for land was re-
alized and the feudal system of exploitation in North Korea was
liquidated once and for all. And the material foundation of the
landlords completely collapsed.

Under the Law on Nationalization of major industries, rail-
ways, transport, communications, banks, and other means of pro-
duction promulgated on August 10, 1946, all factories, enterprises,
railways, trade and cultural organs belonging to the Japanese
imperialists and their running dogs were conftiscated without com-
pensation and became the property of the state.

As a result of the nationalization of major industries, the eco-
nomic foundation of the Japanese imperialists and the pro-Japanese

Mass rally in celebration of the Land Reform in Pyongyang in
March 1946




was completely eliminated and the sitate-run economy, the socialist
economic form, became the commanding force in the national eco-
nomy.

Under the Labour Law promulgated on June 24, 1946, the
workers and office-employees were completely liberated from the
colonial exploitation, given ar 8-hour day, equal pay for equal
work, social insurance, etc.

On July 30, 1946 the Law on Equality of Sex was put Into
effect. Henceforth, women in North Korea, freed from the colonial
and feudal suppression of long standing, were provided with the
right and condition to participate in the state, poiitical, economic
and cultural activities on the equal terms with men.

At the same time democratic reforms were put into practice
in the fields of education, culture, public health and jurisdiction.

The successful execution of such reforms dealt a decisive hlow
to the reactionary forces of landlords and pro-Japanese capitalists.

An end was put to the feudal and colonial system in society and
economy.

In North Korea the establishment of the people’s power and
the enforcement of various democratic reforms gave birth to the
people’'s democracy based on the new economic foundation and
class relations. A powerful democratic base serving as a lever for
the unification of the country was established, and material condi-
tions for socialist construction were created.

INTENSIFICATION OF U.S. AGGRESSIVE POLICY

Contrary to the successful progress of democratic construction

in North Korea, the U.S. aggressive policy in South Korea became
more open.

Under the name of “‘custodian properties,” the U.S. imperialists
plundered all properties which formerly belonged to the Japanese
imperialists and held their grip on 90 per cent of the South Korean
industry. They enforced a policy of destroying and dismantling the
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South Korean industry. Then they flooded Southh Korea with U.S.
surplus goods. In the field of agriculture, they kept the feudal
landlord system intact and intensified the colonialist, feudal exploi-
tation.

They consistently pursued a war policy: military establish-
ments were built and expanded; the marcenary army was reinforced
and equipped with U.S. made weapons.

The South Korean people waged a powerful fight against co-
lonial policy of the U.S. and the building of military bases. To
suppress the rational salvation movement of the South Korean peo-
ple, the U.S. imnperialists established in South Korea a fascist,
terror police system. Numerous peopie were arrested, imprisoned
or slaughtered.

The U.S. imperialists, afier deliberately wrecking the work of
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