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Non - disintegration of the Union - Our Cause

Non - disintegration of the National Solidarity - Our Causc

Consolidation of National Sovereignty - Our Cause

Our Three Main National Causes 1

Four political objectives

* Stability of the State, community peace and tranquilhity. prevalence

of law and order
* National reconsolidation
* Emergence of a new enduring State Constitution
* Building of a new modern developed nation in accord with the new State

Constitution

Four economic objectives

* Development of agriculture as the base and all-round development of other
sectors of the economy as well

* Proper evolution of the market-oriented cconomic system

* Development of the cconomy inviting participation in terms of technical
know-how and investments from sources inside the country and abroad

* The initiative to shape the national economy must be kept in the hands of
the State and the national pcoples

Four social objectives

* Uplitft of the morale and morality of the entire nation

* Uplift of national prestige and integrity and preservation and safcguarding
of cultural heritage and national character

* Uplift of dynamism of patriotic spirit

* Uplift of health, fitness and education standards of the entire nation
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EAND AND PEOPLE

LOCATION

The Union of Myanmar 1s geographically situated i Southeast Asia between
latitudes 09° 32’ N and 28° 31’ N and longitudes 92° 10'E and 101° 11" E.

Myanmar is bordered on the north and northeast by the People's Republic of
China. on the east and southcast by the Lao Pcople's Democratic Republic and the
Kingdom of Thatland. on the south by thc Andaman Sea and the Bay of Bengal and
on the west by the People's Republic of Bangladesh and the Republic of India

East longitude 96° 13" and north latitude 16° 45" run through Yangon, the
Capital City of Mvanmar. Mvanmar Standard Time, taken as on cast longitude
97° 30" 1s six hours and thirty minutes ahead of Greenwich Mcan Time.

AREA

The total arca of Myvanmar is 2.61.228 square miles (6.77.000 squarc kilometres).
[t stretches for 382 miles (936 kilometres) from cast to west and 1.275 miles (2.051
kilometres) from north to south.

The Iength of contiguous frontier 1s 3.828 mules (6.129 kilometres). sharing
1.370 miles with China, 1.310 miles with Thatland. 832 miles with India. 1.687
miles with Bangladesh and 148 miles with Laos respectively. The length of the
coastline from the mouth of Naal River to Kawthaung is approximately 1.385 iles.

PHYSICAL FEATURES

The topography of Myvanmar can roughly be divided into three parts: the Western
Hills Region, the Central Valley Region and the Easicrn Hill Region. The Hima-
layan Range has a link with Myanmar and 1s known as the Western Yoma that runs
(o the south. The Khakabo Razi which is situated 1n the northernmost part of the
Western Yoma 1s 19.296 fcct high while the Sarametr 1s 12,553, The Western Yoma
Range scrves as a wall that scparates Myanmar from India.

The Central Valley Region consists of the broadest valley of the Avevawady. The
first part of the River Aycvawady is from the origin of river to Mandalay: the sccond
part constitutes from Mandalay to Pvay and the third 1s the part from Pyay to the
mouth of the river. The Central Valley Region consists of Sittaung Valley and
Chindwin Valleyv. In the centre hies the small mountam ranges such as Zecbyvu
Taungdan, Min-wun Taungdan. Hman-kin Taungdan and Gangaw Taungdan. Therce
also lics the low range of Bago Yoma that slopes down from north to south.

The Eastern Hills Region is the Shan Platcau which is average 3.000 (o 4.000 fect
abovc sca-level. Unlike the plam, the platcau has hagh mountaim ranges and the
River Than Lwin flows through the Shan Platcau to the northern Taninthayi Coastal
Strip. The rivers of Shweh. Myitnge, Zawgyr and Pan-laung which have their sources
at the Shan Platcau flow mto the River Avevawady.

Land and People



THE STATE SEAL
The distinguishing features of the State Seal are as follows : -

(a) At the centre of the State Seal 1s 2 pinion with fourteen equal-sized cogs on
which the map of Mvanmar is superimposed. The pinion and the map are
encircled with two ears of paddy.

(b) The ears of paddy are flanked on each side by an artistic Mvanmar Lion. The
lion on the right side faces towards the right and the one on the left side faces

towards the left.
(c) The words"The Union of Myanmar" are nscribed i Myanmar below the
lions and the cars of paddy

(d) At the top of the State Seal 1s a star with five vertices.

(¢) Mvanmar floral designs are ctched on cither side of the cars of paddy and the
star

I'til: STATE FLAG

The State Flag 1s rectangular in shape and 1ts background colour is red with a
dark bluc canton at the top left corner. A pimion and cars of paddy cncircled with
fourtcen white stars of cqual size have been superimposed on the dark blue field of

the canton.

The centre of the pinion coincides with the centre of the blue canton. The pinion
has fourtecn cogs of cqual size and within 1t are two cars of paddy consisting of 34
erains. At the top of cach cog of the pinion 1s a star with five vertices.

Of the three colours of the flag. red signifies courage and decisiveness. white
significs purity and virtue and dark bluc significs peace and integrity.

CLIMNATL

The chmate of Myvanmar 1s roughly divided 1nto three seasons: summer. rainy
scason and cold season From March to mid-May are summer months: the rain falls
from nud-May to the end of October and the cold scason starts in November and
cnds i the end of February Gencrally, Mvanmar enjovs a tropical monsoon climate.
However. climatic conditions differ widely from place to place due to widely differ-
Ing topographical situations. For instance. Central Mvanmar has an annual rainfall
of less than 40 inches while the Rakhine coast gets about 200 inches.

Besides. the average highest temperature in Central Myanmar during the
summer months March and April 1s above 110°F (43.3 degree centigrade) while in
Northern Myanmar, it 1s about 79°F (36.1 degree centigrade) and on the Shan

Platcau between 85°F and 95°F (29.4 centigrade and 35 degree). Temperature of
towns vary according (o their location and clevation.

. Mvanmar : Facts & Figures



The location and topography of the country crecate summer, rainy scason. and
cold season. Extremes of temperature are not cncountered. The direction of winds
and depression bring rains, and 1n some years. severe storms occur causing damage
from storm in coastal regions. In order to bring about the favourable climatic
conditions. the State has given priority to the Nine Districts Special Region Refoliation
Project.

January 19 degrees Centigrade
February 23 degrees Centigrade
March 29 degrees Centigrade
April 32 degrees Centigrade
May 33 degrees Centigrade i
June 33 degrees Centigrade !
July 32 degrees Centigrade
August 32 degrees Centigrade
September 30 degrees Centigrade
October 28 degrees Centigrade

| November 18 degrees Centigrade l

| December 16 degrees Centigrade l

FLORA AND FAUNA

Myvanmar 1s endowed with a rich diversity of habitat types arising largely from its
unusual ecological diversity. It 1s home to nearly 300 known mammal species. 300
reptiles, and about 100 bird species.

The country is also a haven for about 7000 species of plant life. The potential
worth of plant species in Myanmar 1s considerable.

Since Myanmar considers such a rich pool of biodiversity as an important
national asset. the government of the Union of Myanmar has drawn up strict rcgula-
tions to protect its reservoir of biodiversity and biological resourcces.

Land and People a




POPULATION

The Union of Maynmar is made up of 135 national races of which the main
ethnic groups are Kachin, Kayah. Kayin. Chin, Bamar, Mon, Rakhine and Shan.
According 1o the statistics of 1998-99, the population of the country is estimated at
47.25 million and the population growth rate is 1.84 per cent. Males constitute 23.46
million. forming 49.66 per cent and females constitute 23.79 million. forming 50.34
per cent. It is expected that the population will reach 50 million by the year 2000.

Population Growth ot Myanmar According to

the Census Years. (1872-2003)

A

N | s Density of
\ ST, Census Year + S(]L::rr: c:nilc 4 }Z(I::I)il;:ia;ll?)n pcxl')(s)g::zliigolgilc
| 1872 88566 | 2727 | 3
2 1881 * 87220 3.737 13
3 1891 171430 7.722 45
J 1901 226209 10.491 16
5 1911 230839 | 12.115 52
|6 192] 233707 13.212 57
| 7 193 ] | 233492 14.667 63
8 | 1941 261057 16.824 64
9 1973 261228 | 28.92] 111
10 1983 | 261228 35.308 135
11 1993 * * 261228 13.116 165
12 | 1996 * * 261228 | 45.565 174
13 | 1997 * 261228 | 46.40 178
14 | 2000 ** 261228 19.008 188
15 J 2003 * * | 51.660 198

201228

—

Note : - * Census for only Lower Myanmar taken by the British.

* * Projection
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Area and Estimated Population(1998)

|
State/ Division (SQLQIT:illile) !————————T ¢P0plllat30n .

otal Male Female |

The Union 261227.8 | 47254716 | 23464828 23789828;

1 |Kachin State 34379222 | 1224866 605693 | 619173

2 | Kayah State 4529.563 252795 128354 | 124441

3 |Kayin State 11730.849 | 1431377 708000 | 723377

4 | Chin State 13906.967 | 465361 226356 | 239005

l 5 | Sagaing Division 36534714 | 5280362 | 2586103 | 2694259

6 |Taninthayi Division| 16735.557 | 1297518 | 648286 | 649232

7 | Bago Division 15214.129 | 4930146 | 2469047 | 2461099

8 |Magway Division 17305.32 | 4382182 | 2150151 | 2232031]

9 |Mandalay Division |  14294.721 6313938 | 3114625 | 3199313

| 10 | Mon State 4747.758 | 2390681 | 1198694 | 1191987

11 |Rakine State 14200.083 | 2653529 | 1321303 | 1332226

12 | Yangon Division 3927.144 | 5382051 | 2675010 | 2707041

13| Shan State 60155.227' 4701669 | 2356373 | 2345269

14 | Aveyawady Division|  13566.593 | 6548241 | 3276893 | 3271348
RELIGION

Since the ancient times. therc has becn f{ull freecdom of worship for followers of
religions. So. different religions can be practiscd in Myvanmar. The religious edifices
and religious orders have been in existence and religious festivals can be held on
a grand scale.

Although the main religion. Buddhism is practised by the 89.3 pcrcent of the
population, therc is full frecdom of worship for other religions. Christianity 1s prac-
‘ised by 3.6 percent. Islam by 3.8 percent. Hinduism by 0.5 percent and Animism by
0.2 percent respectively.

Land and People
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CITIZENSHIP
Every national and every person born of parents, both of whom are nationals are
citizens by birth.

The following persons born in or outside the State are also citizens : -

- Persons born of parents, both of whom are citizens:

- Persons born of parents. one of whom is a citizen and the other an associate

citizen:

- Persons born of parcnts. onc of whom is a citizen and the other a naturalized

citizen:

- Offsprings born of parents. onc of whom is a citizen. or an associatc
citizen. or a naturalized citizen and the other born of parents, both of whomn

arc associate citizens:

- Offsprings born of parents. one of whom 1s a citizen. or an associate
citizen. or a naturalized citizen and the other born of parents, both of whom

arc naturalized citizens:

- Offsprings born of parcnts. onc of whom 1s a citizen, or an associatc
citizen, or a naturalized citizen and the other born of parents, one of whom i1s
an associate <itizen and the other a naturalized citizen:

MYANMAR RESIDENTS REGISTRATION

Compilation of national registration which puts on record name. male or female,
age and date of birth, birth-place. nationality, residence. marital status is of
Lmportance.

IMMIGRATION

Laws have been cnacted for the permission of entry and stay for any
forcigner in the Union of Myanmar. Any foreigner shall not be allowed to cnter the
Union of Myanmar without stay visa or passports. Forecigners are not allowed to
enter the country at any rate without passports or valid certificates of registration.
Visas must be applied for in a prescribed way.

Foreigners who enter the country with visas are allowed to stav onc month.
Dcpending upon the entry visa. the validity period can be extended.

Myanmar : Facis & Figures



FOREIGNERS

Laws have been enacted to allow or check the residence, transition and travelling
in Mvanmar for foreigners. And a punishment of deportation has becn provided.

Foreigners who are travelling without certificates. or those who travel out of the
limited area. or those who travel with invalid certificates and those who fail to
adhere to the laws can be taken into custody without warrants.

CENSUS SURVEY

Census is taken to record population. animals, property and business. Statistics
are taken in cooperation with the authorities concerned all over the country or re-
gion-wise. Population, statistics are included 1n the task.

CENSUS

Taking of census is conducted by ‘the Government entirely or partly 1n the
country. Census is taken once 1n ten years. The task 1s undertaken by the Population
Department to give the accurate statistics on population, male or female, age-groups.
rcgional residence.

NATIONAL REGISTRATION AND
CITIZENSHIP REGISTRATION

National Registration cards are 1ssued to those residing in the country in accor-
dance with the 1921 Registration bylaw. Today. Citizenship Cards are 1ssued to those
lcgally eligible.

Land and People
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HISFORY

HISTORICAL BACKGROUND
Larly History

Palaeolithic and neolithic cultures flourished in many parts of Myanmar from
about 20.000 vears ago leaving behind much material evidence as well as the wall
painting of Padalin Cave in the Shan foothills ncar Myittha A bronzc culture later
developed. well represented by the Nyvaunggan archacological sitc near Monywa.

Transition to an urban civilization was made in the 2 nd century BC. A numbcr
of cities flourished. among them Wethali (Vaisali) of the Rakhines. Thuwannabhumi
(Suvannabhumi. " Land of Gold") of the Mons. and Beikthano (Visnu City). Hanlin
and Thavekhittava (Sriksctra, "Field of Splendour") of the Pyvus. a pcople whose
language has become extinct but whosc architectural monuments -- the Bawbawgya.
Pavagyi and Pavama pagoda of Thavekhittava -- remain,

The Greatness of Bagan

Myanmar civilization achieved a high level of development at Bagan from the
middlc of the 11 th century to the end of the 13 th century. According to the chronicles.
Bagan was founded in AD 107 by the Thamoddarit and ruled by a Iinc of 55 kings,
but written cvidences are available only from Anawrahta (1044 - 1077) onwards.
Anawrahta, the first unifier of Myanmar. cstablished Theravada Buddhism with the
help of Buddhist Missionary Shin Arahan and laid the foundation of Bagan's great-
ness. A thriving cconomy and the inspiration of Buddhism resulted in the great
monuments of Shwezigon, Ananda. Thatbinnyu., Gawdapalin and a host of other
pagodas. scveral of them decorated with mural paintings on religious themes.

The Period of Division

The decline of Bagan. brought about by a Mongol invasion in 1287, was followed
by political confusion and the cmergence of two kingdoms: Inwa. founded by
Thadonunbya 1n 1365. and Hanthawady (Bago) founded by Banva U in 1369,
Nineteen kings ruled in Inwa from 1365 to 1552 and 11 kings in Hanthawady from
1369 to 1538. From 1386 to 1422, there was war between Inwa and Hanlha\;'ady.

The Hanthawady Empire

Myanmar entcred a new phasc of greatness when the kings of Toungoo moved

therr capital from Toungoo to Bago and three of its kings ruled there from 1538 1o
1599.
E) Myvanmar : Facts & Figures



Bayintnaung (1552-1581) , known also as Lord of the White Elephants and Con-
queror of the Ten Directions, reunited the kingdom. created the vast Hanthawady
Empire and rebuilt Bago on a magnificent scale.

The Inwa Kingdom

Following the break - up of the Hanthawady Empire. Nyaungvan (1398-16006)
established a new Myanmar kingdom. and ten kings reigned in Inwa from 1598 to
1752. The most famous of the Inwa kings, Thalun (1629-1648) built the
Kaunghmudaw Pagoda near Sagaing. A rebellion which started in Bago led to the
downfall of the kingdom in 1752.

The Konbaung Kingdom

In the tradition of Anawrahta and Bayintnaung, Alaungpaya (1752-1760) re-
united Myanmar and established the last Myanmar dynasty of 11 kings who ruled
from 1752 to 1885. The kingdom had a number of capitals. including Shwebo. Inwa
and Amarapura, with the last capital. Mandalay. being foundcd by Mindon (1852-
1878) 1n 1839.

In 1785, the Rakhine kingdom whose capital was Mrauk - U. founded by
Minsawmun (1430-1433) in 1430, and which had a linc of 49 kings reigning from
1450 to 1785, was made part of the Konbaung kingdom.

Myanmar fought three wars against the British and lost Rakhine and Taninthayi
in 1826. Lower Myvanmar in 1852 and its independence on 1 January 1886.

British Colomal Rule

The British started to ruie parts of Myanmar in 1826 and the whole country in
1886. Myanmar was first placed under a Chief Commissioncr. then a Licutenant
Governor in 1897. and then a Governor in 1923, and ruled as part of British India
until scparation in 1937. In Myanmar 1tself, the Shan States. the Kayah (Karenni)
States and the hill areas were administered separately from Mvanmar Proper.

An appointed advisory Council was established 1n 1897. a partially clected legis-
lative Council in 1923, and a bicameral legislature with an elected House of Repre-
scntatives in 1937,

Under British rule. an economic transformation took place with the commercial
production of rice and the development of Myanmar as a major rice exporting coun-
try. British firms such as the Burmah O1l Company. Steel Brothers, and the Bombay
Burmah Trading Company. dominated the cconomy:.
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The Nationalist Movement

Armed resistance along traditional lines followed British annexation in 1886. A
modern nationalist movement began with the founding of the Young Mcn's Bud-
dhist Association in 1906 and developed with the formation in 1920 of the General
Council of Burmese Associations which advocated constitutional advancement. and
(he staging of the University Boycott of 1920 directed against the restrictive Univer-
sity Act.

The nationalist movement became more radical with the peasant uprising led by
Sava San in 1930 and the formation of the Dobama Asiayon (We Myanmars Asso-
ciation) the same vear. In 1938, the ™ Revolution of ( the Mvanmar Year) 300",
which started with a strike in the Chauk - Yenangyaung oilficlds. brought the na-
tionalist movement to a high level of development.

With the outbreak of Woild War 11 in Europe. ‘Thakin (latecr Bogvoke) Aung San
of the Dobama Asiavon. making an cffort to stage an armed struggle, made contact
with the Japancse Army. A group of voung mcmbers of the Dobama Asiayon. the
Thirty Comrades. was given military training in Hainan and the Burma Indepen-
dence Army (BIA) was formed in Bangkok on 26 December 1942, The BIA ad-
vanced into Mvanmar with the Japancse Army and forced the withdrawal of the
British in 1942,

The BIA . rcorganized as the Burma Defence Army on 27 July 1942 joined other
anti - fascist clements in the Anti - Fascist Organization (AFO) in August 1944 and
started an armed struggle against the Japanesc forces on 27 March 1945.

Aftcer the War. the AFO was rcorganized as the Anti - Fascist People's Freedom

League (AFPFL) with Bogyoke Aung San as President. Demonstrating its political

strength 1 a general strike in Scptember 1946. the AFPFL was admitied into the
Governor's Exccutive Council with Bogvoke Aung San as Deputy Chairman of the
Council. In November 1946 the AFPFL called for independence within onc vear and
discussions with the British Government resulted in the Aung San - Attlee Agree-
ment of 27 January 1947 which provided for the functioning of the Exccutive  Council
as an mtermm government and the holding of clections for a Constituent Asscmbly.

On 12 February 1947 Bogyoke Aung San concluded the historic Pinlonc
Agrecment with Shan. Kachin and Chin leaders which laid the foundations for the
cstablishment of a united independent Myanmar. Although Bogyoke Aung San and
other national leaders were assassinated on 19 July 1947, Myanmar regained
independence on 4 January 1948.
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AFPFL Government

By the Constitution of 1947 Myvanmar was formed as a quasi - {cderal Union.
with Kachin. Kayah. Kayin and Shan States as constituent states. and with a
governmental system in which the cabinet was responsible to a bicameral legislaturc
made up of the Chamber of Deputics and Chamber of Nationalities.

The AFPFL dominated carly post - independence politics. but the country was
much troubled bv a widesprcad insurgency and the intrusion of Kuomintang forces
rctreating from China. The AFPFL Government attcmpted to follow a liberal
socialist economic policy and launched the cight - vear Pvidawtha Plan in 1932 in
order to realize a welfare state.

The Caretaker Government and Its Aftermath

Becausce of a split within the ruling AFPFL. the Parhhament appointed the Chiel
of Staff General Ne Win as head of a Caretaker Governiment on 28 October 1938 and
entrusted him with the task of holding fair and {rce parhamentarvy elections.

During its (cnure of office the Carctaker Government brought about the end of
feudal rule in the Shan and Kavah States and concluded an agrecment delimiting the
boundary between Myanmar and China. It held clections on 6 February 1960 and on
4 April 1960 handed over power 1o the Pvidaungsu Party which had won the clec-
tions.

However, the political situation rapidly deteriorated under the new government
with a split developing within the Pvidaungsu Party. dissatisfaction against the making
ol Buddhism the State religion. and the development of a movement for the creation
of a truly federal state.

Revolutionary Council

A military coup on 2 March 1962 resulted m the establishment ol a Revolutionary
Council which formed Security and Adminmstrative Conmmittecs down to the ward
and village levels and attcmpted to restore the security situation. Proclaiming a Gereral
Amnesty on 1 April 1963, 1t started negotiations with various mnsurgent groups and
concluded an agreement with the Kayin Revolutionary Council on 12 March 1964,

The Revolutionary Council. taking a socialist stand. formed the Burma Socialist
Programme Party (BSPP) as a nucleus party on 4 Julv 1962 and announced its
philosophy in 7he Correlation of NMan and [His Isnvironment in January 1963 In line
with 1ts socialist stand. the Revolutionary Council nationalized manv economic
cnterprises and started on the First Four-Year Plan in 1971,
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The BSPP. developing from a nucleus party 1o a people's party, held its First
Congress from 28 Junc to 11 July 1971. The Congress decided on the drafting of a
S(ate Constitution and @ Commission was appointed in September 1971. The
constitution which was drafted and submitted to a popular refecrendum was adopted
on 3 January 1974

Elections were held and the Revolutionary Councitl handed over power to the
BSPP Government on 2 March 1974

BSPP Government

The Constitution of 1974, drawn up on socialist principles. designated the BSPP
as the leading party. Under the guidance of the BSPP. the wmicameral Pyithu Hluttaw.
clected on universal suffrage. was the superme State organ. cnacting laws and
appointing the exccutive and the judiciary. Three new States -- Chin. Mon and Rakhine
were created in addition to the four existing oncs.

The BSPP. which was the ruling party. was organized on the principle of demo-
cratic centralism from the Central Commitice down to the Icvel of the party cell. It
held regular Party Congresses in 1971, 1973, 1977, 1981 and 1983, and a number of
extraordinary Congresses. It was supported by two class organizations. the Pcasants
Asiavon and Workers Asiavon. as well as by the Lanzin Youth Organizing Committee.

Continuing the economic policics of the Revolutionary Council. the BSPP
Government in 1973 started nuplenienting the 20-Years Economic Plan whosc guide-
lincs were adopted by the 2 ™ Party Cogress in October 1973 and which looked to
the doubling of per capita GNP. the transformation of Myvanmar from an agricultural
country to an agro - based industrial country. and the all full rcalization of socialist
relattons of production by 1994,

Because of a general dissatisfaction with the social and economic situation. a
movement of protest developed in August 1988 which soon deteriorated into disor-
der and anarchy. To prevent a further deterioration of the situation. the Armed Forces
ook on the responsibility of government on 18 September 1988,

State .aw and Order Restoration Council

The Armed Forces which took on the responsibility of government on
I8 September 1988 formed the State Law and Order Restoration Council (SLORC)
with Chief of Staff General (later Senior General) Saw Maung as Chairman. Senior
General Saw Maung retired on 23 April 1992 and was succeeded bv Genceral (later
Sentor General) Than Shwe.

Commutting 1tself to the national causes of non - disintegration of the Union.
non - disintergration of national solidarity and consolidation of national soverei gnty.
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SLORC gave priority to the restoration of law and order, the improvement of
communications and the uplift of people's livelihood. It moved away from the centrally
planned economy of the BSPP period and towards a market - oriented cconomy.
relaxing the former restrictions and private industry and trade and offering incen-
tives to attract foreign ivestment. It also promoted tourism and designated 1996 as
Visit Myanmar Year.

SLORC declared its intention of creating a multi - party democratic State and.
towards that cnd. held fair and free elections on 27 May 1990 and convened a
National Convention on 6 January 1993 to draw up the guidclinges for the drafting of
a new Constitution.

SLORC took nitiatives to end the insurgency which had troubled the country
since Independence and concluded cease - fire agrecements with most of the armed
cthnic groups. With peace restored 1n the border arcas. SLORC extended and inten-
sified 1ts development and drug cradication programmes 1n the border arcas and
cstablished a separate Ministry for the development of the border areas.

In the country as a whole SLORC embarked on a construction programme which
included the building of bridges. roads and railway lincs to improve communica-
tions, the building of dams and rescrvoirs to expand cultivation. and the building of
satellite towns and better housing to improve living conditions.

Under SLORC, Myanmar, adhering (o an active and independent non - aligned
foreign policy. participated 1n the activities of the United Nations and 1ts agencics.
cultivated friendly relations with all countries. especially its neighbours, and took an
active part in regional affairs, joining the Association of South-East Asian Nations
on 23 July 1997.

On 15 November 1997 SLORC was reorganized as the State Peace and Development
Council (SPDC) in order to better carry out tts task of making Myvanmar a modcrn.
developed nation.

History
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O

2nd century

104-F - 1297

1552 - 1599

1 752-1885

182 - 1820
1852

1883

1886 Jan |
1906

1920 Oct

1920 Dcc
1930 May 30

1950 Dcc
1938 - 1939
1941 Dcc 26
1942 Jan
1942 Jul 27
19435 Aug 1
1945 Mar 27
1945 Oct 16
1946 Scp 27

1947 Jan 27
1947 Feb 12

BC

MAJOR HISTORICAL EVENTS

Appcarance of first city- states

First Mvanmar Empire. foundcd by Anawrahta
(1044-1077) 0f Bagan Dynasty

Second Mvanmar Empire. founded by Bayintnaung
(1552 - 1381) of the Toungoo-Hanthawady Dynasty

Third Mvanmar Empire. founded by King Alaungpaya
(1752 - 1760) of the Konbaung Dynasty

First Anglo-Mvanmar War
Sccond Anglo-Myanmar War
Third Anglo-Myanmar War
British annexation

Formation of Young Mcn's Buddhist Association and start
of nationalist movement

Establishment of General Council of Burmese Associa-
(ton and demand for constitutional advancement

University Bovcoll

Formation of Dobama Asiavon and radicalization of
nationalist movement

Pcasant uprising led by Saya San

Orlficld workers' strike and "Revolution of the Year 1300"
Formation of Burma Indcpendence Army (BIA)

BIA advancce mto Myvanmar

BIA rcorganized as Burma Dclence Army

Grant of nominal independence by Japancesc

Start of anti-Fascist resistance

Reestablishment of British administration

Participation of Anti-Fascist Pcople's Freedom Leaguc in
Governor's Exccutive Council

Aung San-Attlec Agreement providing for independence

Pinlong Agreement establishing national unity
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1947 Jul 19

1948 Jan 4
1958 Oct 28
1960 Apr 4
1962 Mar 2
1962 Jul 4
1974 Mar 2
1988 Sep I8

1990 May 27
1993 Jan 9

1997 Nov 1>

Bogyoke Aung San and other national leaders
assassinated

Independence

Caretaker Government established [or holding of elcctions
Handover of power to Pyidaungsu Party Government
State power assumed by Revolutionary Council
Foundation of Burma Socialist Programme Party (BSPP)
Handover of power to BSPP Government

Emcrgence of State Law and Order Restoration Council
(SLORC)

Multi-party Democracy General Elections

National Convention convencd for drafting a
constitution

SLORC reorganized as Statc Peace and Devclopment
Council

History
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STATE PEACE AND DEVELOPMENT COUNCIL

In order to establish a discipline- flourishing democratic system and to matcnalize
a peaceful. modern and developed nation in the interests of the State and the people.
it has become nccessary to exert vigorous efforts with accelerated momentum.
Accordingly. the State Peace and Development Council was formed as called for by

the situation and condition.
The State Law and Order Restoration Council 1ssued 1ts Proclamation No. 1/97

on 15 November 1997. Under the Proclamation. the State Law and Order
Restoration Council was dissolved. The State Pcace and Development Council was

formed under its proclamation No. 1/97.

The State Pcace and Development Council has been constituted as follows:

1. Senior General Than Shwe Chairman

2. General Maung Ayc Vice-Chairman

3. Lt - General Khin Nyunt Secretary -1

4. Lt - General Tin Oo Sceretary -2

5. Lt - General Win Mvint Secretary -3

6. Vice - Admiral Nvunt Thein Mecmbcr
Commander-in-Chief (Navy)

7. Lt - General Kvaw Than Mcmber
Commander-in-Chiel (Air)

8. Major - Genecral Aung Hiwe Member
Commander

Western  Command

9. Major - General Ye Myint Member
Commander
Central Command

10 Major - General Khin Maung Than Membcr
Commandecr
Yangon Command

[1. Major - General Kyaw Win Membecr
Commander
Northern Command
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Tatmadawmen contributing labour for public works




Senior General Than Shwe conferring titles and medals
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Thiha-thura Medal

Aung San Thuriya Medal
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3rd ASEAN Informal Summit, Philippines

Mficials and Representatives at United Nations' SOth Anniversary Commemorative Ceremony




Vice-Chairman of the State Peace and Development Council
Deputy Commander-in-Chief of Defence Services Commander-in-Chief(Army)
General Maung Aye cordially greets the members of armed groups who

exchanged arms for peace

Secretary-1 of the State Peace and Development Council Lt-Gen Khin Nyunt

cordially greets the members of armed groups who exchanged arms for peace



Secretary-2 of the State Peace and Development Council Lt-Gen Tin Oo

delivers an address at the opening ceremony of Mvitmakha Bridge
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Secretary-3 of the State Peace and Development Council Lt-Gen Win Myinﬁ
Cordially greets the Leader of Special region No.2
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12.

13,

14.

16.

17

18.

19

Major - General Thein Sein Member
Commander
Triangle Region Command

Major - General Thura Thiha Thura Sit Maung Mcmbcr
Commander

Coastal Region Command

Major - General Thura Shwe Mann Member
Commander
South-West Command

Major - General Myint Aung Mcmber
Commander
South-East Command

Major - General Maung Bo Member
Commandecr
Eastern Command

Major - General Thiha Thura Tin Aung Mvint Oo Mcmber
Commandecr
North-East Command

Major - General Soe Win Membcr
Commander
North- West Command

Major - General Tin Aye Member

Commander

Southern Command

The State Peace and Development Council, with a view to building a new
nodern developed nation in the mterests of the State and the pcople. reorganized
hc Government on 15 November 1997. The new Government consists of 40
nembcers - a Prime Minister, three Deputy Prime Ministers and 37 Ministers.
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MINISTRIES OF THE UNION OF MYANMAR

i Senior General Than Shwe

" Prime Minister

iOft‘icc of the Prime Minister| | Deputy Prime Ministers \

Ministry of Defence

—

10,

—
pr—

12
13.
14.

16.
17.
18.
19.

N I R I

Ministry of Military Affairs

Ministry of Agriculture and Irrigation

Ministry of Industry - 1

Ministry
Ministry
Ministry
Ministry
Ministry
Ministry
Ministry
Ministry
Ministry
Ministry
Ministry
Ministry
Ministry
Ministry
Ministry

of Industry - 2

of Foreign Affairs

of National Planning and Economic Development
of Transport

of Labour

of Education

of Energy

of Rail Transportation

of Health

of Commerce

of Hotels and Tourism

of Finance and Revenue

of Communications, Posts and Telegraphs

of Religious Affairs

of Construction
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20.  Ministry of Science and Technology

21.  Ministry of Culture

22.  Ministry of Immigration and Population
23.  Ministry of Information

24.  Mustry of Cooperatives

25.  Ministry for Progress of Border Arcas and National Races and
Development Aftairs

26.  Minmstry of Electric Power

27. Ministry of Sports

28.  Ministry of Forestry

29.  Ministry of Home Affairs

30.  Ministry of Mines

31.  Ministry of Social Welfare, Relief and Resettlement

32.  Ministry of Livestock and Fisheries

33.  Office of Chairman of the State Peace and Development Council

34. Office of the Prime Minister

Government @




SUPREME COURT

The State Peace and Development Council has conferred judicial powers
upon the judges. who arc Government service personnel by promulgating the
Judiciary Law. with the aim to maintain the stability of the State, community
pcace and tranquillity. prevalence of law and' order and thus, the judicial
system which is beneficial to the public interest has been adopted.

The courts at different levels in the Union of Myanmar are adjudicating
cascs according to the scven Judicial Principles.

- Administering justice independently according to law;

- Protecting and safcguarding the interests of the people and aiding in the
restoration of law and order and pecace and tranquillity;

- Educaung the people to understand and abide by the law and cultivating
in the pcople the habit of abiding by the law;

- Working within the framework of law for scttlement of cascs;
- Dispensing justice i open court unless otherwise prohibited by law;

- Quarantecing 1 all cascs the right of defence and the right of appeal
under the law;

- Ammng at reforming moral- character m meeting out punishiment (o
oftenders.

The Supreme Court has provided the maxims " Dispense . justice fairly and
speedily,” "Follow the procedures”, "Be free from bribery and corruption". and
"Maintain the integrity of court with probity"

Under the Judiciary Law, the Supreme Court. State and Divisional Courts
including District Courts and Township Courts are cstablished in the Union of
Mvanmar,

OFFICE OF THE ATTORNEY - GENERAL

The State Peace and Development Council cnacted the Attorney-General
Law and appointed the Attorney-General and Deputy Attorney-General to be in
conformity with the systcm that has evolved. The former Central Law OfTice
has been reorganized as office of the Attorney-General. Under the supervision
ol the Attorney-General, 14 States and Divisional Law Offices. two Shan State
(Northern/Eastern) Law Oflices. 64 District Law Offices, 321 Township Law
Oflices were formed at different levels, and functions and duties pertaining to
law arc being carried out.
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The Office of the Attorney-General has becen constituted with four depart-
ments -- the Law Drafting and Law Translation Department, Legal Opinion
Department, Prosccution Department and Admiistration Dcpartment.

OFFICE OF THE AUDITOR-GENERAL

After promulgation of the Auditor-General Law on 28 Scptember 1988, the
Auditor-General and the Deputy Auditor-General were appomted accordingly.
The Oflice of the Auditor-General. 14 State / Division Accounts Offices. 39
number of District Accounts Offices and 290 number of Township  Accounts
officcs are ecstablished under the Auditor-General 1n excrcise of power
conferred upon him in the law.

The head officc of OAG and 1ts regtonal accounts offices at different levels
in accord with the duties assigned to them under the provisions of Article 3
of the Auditor-General Law drawn quarterly audit plans and carricd out audit
of the Ministries, State Economic Enterprises and departments and submitting
reports thercon to the authorities concerned.

THE CENTRAL INSTITUTE OF CIVIL SERVICES

The Central Institute of Civil Services 1s established to train and nurture the three
skills -- physical. mental and character -- of scrvice personnel.

The Institute 1s near Phaunggyt Village in Hlegu Township, Yangon Division.
The Ministry of Home Affairs opened the Institute under its original name " The
Central School of Public Scrvices"on January 1, 1963, In accordance with the 1977
Public Scrvices Selection and Training Board's Law. the school was promoted to the
standard of "The Central Institute of Civil Scervices” and placed 1t under supcrvision
of Public Services Sclection and Training Board and dircct control of the Council of
State on May, 1977

The Institute 1s continuously training scrvice personncl | according to its motto
"Idcology, Duty and Lovalty.”

By conducting various kinds of training courses, the Institutec kceps one's
charactar-to understand cach subjcct of the State.

Objectives
(a) to give basic training courses to administrative and technical personnel.

(b) to conduct refresher coursces for central-level personnel.

(¢) to hold coordination mectings and seminars on management for Central
and Regional Adminstrative Bodies and higher-level pcersonnel of
management,

Govermmei!
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(d) to carry out resecarch in training the service personnel responsible for
management.

The Institute is conducting various kinds of {following training courses to implec-

ment its objectives.
(1) Basic training courses

(2) Basic training courses for junior service personnel

(3) Clerical (supervisory) training courses

(4) Basic clerical training courses

(5) Training course for new members of Pcople's Police Force
(6) Special refresher course for police sergeants

(7) Training course for police sub-1nspectors (Scrgeants)

(8) Basic training course for People's Police Force

(9) Management training course Grade (1) for personnel of General Adminis-
tration Department

(10) Spccial training course for faculty of Universities and Colleges
(11) Special tramning course for Personnel of townships to states.
(12) Special training course for doctors

(13) Special training course for Basic Education Teachers

(14) Special training course for police officers

(15) Spccial training course for staffl officers of General Administration
Department

(16) Special training course for executives of Red Cross
(17) Special traiing course for officers of Development Affairs Department

The traming courses are conducted by political. economic, social. public affairs
management, Law and military science departments of the Institute.

Stnce the opening of the Institute on 1-1-65 to 31-3-97, it has trained 82.020
personnel for basic trainings, 8.805 for departinental personnel, 52.689Y in special
refresher courses. totalling 143.514 personnel.

The Central Institute of Civil Services (Upper Myanmar) was opened on
7 February 1999. at Zeebin Village, Pyin-Oo-Lwin Township in Mandalay Division.
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MULTI-PARTY DEMOCRACY GENERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

The Burma Socialist Programme Party, in response to the demand for Multi-

party democracy svstem, summoned the emergency session of the Fourth Pyithu
Hluttaw on 11 September 1988.

At this session, the Multi-party Democray Gceneral Election Commission was
formed as a special case to hold Multi-party Democracy General Election. The State
Law and Order Restoration Council (now the State Peace and Development
Council) announced under its Proclamation No. 1/88 that the Multi-party Democracy
Gneral Election Commission will continue to take effect.

The Multi-party Democray General Elcction Commission was formed with
U Ba Htay, retired Commissioner of Treasury, as Chairman and U Kyaw Nyunt.
rectirecd Myanmar Ambassador to Canada, U San Maung, retired Commissioner of
Savings and Insurance, U Saw Kyar Doe, retired Brigadier-General (deceased). and
Saya Chai, former member of parliament and Hluttaw representative (deceased) as

members. The Director-General of the Commission Office was appointed as Secre-
tary of thc Commission.

The State Law and Order Restoration Council (now the State Peace and Develop-
ment Council) sincerely wishes to bring about Multi-party Democracy System as
soon as possible. It has no desire for power, although i1t had to take over the State
duties under unavoidable circumstances. There 1s no limitation, restriction or
repression whatsoever. It has already stated that 1t 1s ready to provide assistance to
the most possible extent whencver the Commission 1s 1n need of help.

Accordingly, the Commuission Law. Political Parties Registration Law and Pyithu
Hluttaw Election Law were enacted to hold Multi-party Democracy General
Election successfully.

The Commission, in accord with the Laws, made Political Parties Registration
By-law and Pvithu Hluttaw Election By-law and carried out 1ts tasks accordingly.

According to the Laws and by-laws, 235 parties registered with the Commission
to take part in the election.

Thus. free and fair Multi-party Democracy General Election was successfully
held on 27 May 1990.

After holding the Milti-party Democracy General Election, the Commission has

been discharging 1ts duties concerning election in accordance with the provisions of
the Election Law and By-laws.

Croverinment



NATIONAL CONVENTION

The National Convention was held on 9 January 1993 to draft an enduring State
Constitution nceded for the country. In order to convene the National Convention,
the State Law and Order Restoration Council formed the National Convention
Convening Commission under its Notification No. 13/ 92 i1ssued on 2 October 1992.

To enable the Commission to discharge its assigned duties effectively, the
28-member National Convention Convening Work Committee and the 37-member
National Convention Convening Management Committee were formed.

Eight categories of delegates were designated to attend the National Convention
which was held with six objectives. Thay arc : -

(a) Non - disintegration of the Union,

(b) Non - disintegration of national unity,

(¢) Perpetuation of national sovereignty,

(d) Establishment and flourishing of genuine multi - party democracy system,
(e) Promotion of secular virtues such as justice, freedom and equality,

(f) Participation by the Tatmadaw in the leading role of national politics of the
future State.

The National Convention Convening Commission, according to the Procedural
rules. chose members of the Panel of Chairmen and assigned duties to hold panel
discussions of delegate groups and plenary meetings in an orderly and systematic
manner.

The eight categories of delegates attending the National Convention are : -
(a) Delegates from political parties

(b) Representativeé elect

(c) Delcgates of national races

(d) Peasant delegates

(¢) Worker delegates

(f) Delegates of intellectuals and intelligentsia

(g) State employee delegates

(h) Other 1invited delegates.

Discussions on basic principles to draft a State Constitution were to be based on
true situation of Myanmar, natural conditions, historical background, political, eco-
nomic and social conditions and cultural traditions and customs.
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Discusstons were first held on chapter headings so as to arrive at specific chapter
headings after thorough deliberations. After arriving at the chapter headings, dis-
cusstons were to focus on basic principles for each of the chapters.

The basic principles discussed and suggested by the delegates and a review and
assessment of the panel of chairmen were submitted to the National Covention
Covening Commission which approved the basic principles. The approval was
presented and explained at the Plenary Meeting.

Fiftcen chapter headings and 104 basic principles have already been laid down.
Discussions on legislation, administration and judicature are under way.

TRADITION OF TATMADAW

During Independence Struggles in Myanmar, national races fought against
coloniahists with whatever arms they could get and political organizations made
demands for national well-being and opposed the colomalists 1n various ways.
Myanmar political leaders, however, knew that it would not be possible to regain
independence without armed resistance. They daccordingly made secret plans to
organize an army.

World War 1I broke out on 3 September 1939. The Thirty Comrades led by
Bogyoke Aung San sccretly left for Hamnan Island i Southern China to undergo
military training. They undenwvent tough and intensive military training.

When Japan entered World War II, the Thirty Comrades togcther with Japanese
troops arrived in Bangkok, Thailand, where they formed the Burma Independence

Army (BIA) between 26 December 1941 and 2 January 1942. BIA was initially
formed with 200 men and marched imto Myanmar.

BIA grew 1n strength--up to 23,000 to 50.000 men 1n a matter of days and
weeks and the Japanese were discontent with the increase. Out of fear the Japanese
disbanded the BIA on 27 July 1942 and formed Burma Defence Army (BDA) with
3000 men. Although it was under the Japanese, BDA was well-qualified due to
systcmatic formation and traimng.

On 1 August 1943, the Japanese granted independence that was artificial and
unrcal. At the Defence Council meeting, BDA was renamed the Burma
National Army (BNA) on 15 September 1943. The Tatmadaw, together with the
people, launched the anti-fascist resistance on 27 March 1945. Since then, the
Tatmadaw has become inseparably one with the people. Representing the interests
of the Statc and the people, the Tatmadaw brought about national characteristics.
Thus, the British colonialists were compelled to officially recognize the Tatmadaw
as Patriotic Burma Force (PBF). After independence, the Resistance Day was
designated as the Armed Forces Day on which military parade 1s held every
year.

Government



When the British colonialists returned to Myanmar they were unwilling to
recognize the Tatmadaw as a national army representing the State and the People.
They tried to disband the PBF and to replace it with Burma Army. But the Anti-

fascist Pcople's Freedom League led by Bogyoke-Aung San rejected the 1dea and
the colonialists had to withdraw and cancel their scheme to disband the PBF and

to admit individually qualified ones 1into Burma Army they were to form. Under
the Kandi Agreement signed in Kandi, now S Lanka, on 6 September 1945,
5200 other ranks, 200 officers and 200 reserve officers of Patriotic Burma Force
were allowed to join Burma Army which included national units the colonialists

had formed before the war.

The Tatmadaw not only launched the anti-fascist resistance but also played a
pivotal role together with the people 1n anti-colonialist campaign and wrest back
independence.  In addition to its national defence duty, the Tatmadaw plaved a
lcading role as called for by history in 1948-49, the worst ycar of internal
insurgency., and in preventing the external invasion that started in 1950,

When the national unity and the Union were on the brink of disintegration and
national sovercignty was 1n danger, the Tatmadaw had to take over State power
unavoidably on 2 March 1962.

In August 1988, there was political unrest that caused a dire situation. Anarchy
rcigned and violence was rife. When the Union was on the verge of disintegration,
the Tatimnadaw had to step 1n again.

The Tatmadaw formed the State Law and Order Restoration Council and took
over Statc power. The Tatmadaw has continued conscientiously to shoulder State
dutics as the State Pcace and Development Council. As a result of Tatmadaw's
cndeavours aimed at national reconsolidation, armed groups have returned to the
Icgal fold.

Tatmadaw's history, which 1s concomitant with the Modern History of Myanmar,
1s full of significant qualities and characteristics.

The Tatmadaw with good tradition possesses the Three Capabilities -- military
capability. organizational capability and administrative capability. The Tatmadaw,
upholding the Four-Point oath of allegiancc abiding by the code of conduct and
disciplinary rules and having high morale and nobility, has since its inception
carried out national and historical responsibilities dutifully and conscientiously. It
1s still discharging the duties selflessly with valour and will do so with deter-
mination in the future. Exceptionally vital leading role played by the Tatmadaw
during the Independence Struggle and in national politics has already been
witnessed.

Accordingly. the on-going National Convention is pondering the points to be
included 1n drafting an enduring State Constitution which will cnable the Tatmadaw

to play a leading role in national politics of the future State and participate in
defence and security sectors and other national affairs.
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TITLES AND MEDALS

The State Peace and Development Council confers titles and medals ycarly on
Sayadaws who are making efforts for purification. perpetuation and propagation of
Buddha Sasana, Gandaduta Pariyatti Lecturer Sayadaws. Wipassanadura Patipatti
Meditation Instructor Sayadaws, Roving Dhamma Kahtika and local and forcign
missionaries, lay persons who are donating four requisites to the Buddha Sasana,
Tatmadaw members who valiantly carried out their duties for independcnce.
perpctuation of sovereignty and protecting life and safcty of nationals, persons
making outstanding pcrformances in development of industrial, managcment,
social sectors and civil affairs and members of Myanmar Police Force.

The medals include religious titles, Medals of Honour, Good Military Scrvice
medals. Good Civil Service medals. Good Police Service medals, Medals of Honour
for Police Force, Civil Service Medals. Rule of Law and Order Medals and Joint
Combat Medals for Police Force.

A list of Abidaja Maha Ratta Guru title, Agga Maha Pandita title, and rcligious
title recipient Sayadaws, nuns, local and foreign missionaries, donors of four
requisites to the Sasana, name of recipients of titles and mcdals of honour. recipicnts
of military good serviccs medals, recipients of good service personnel medals. Good
services 1n Police Force Medals, Long Service in Police Force Medals, Civil
Services Medals, Rule of Law and Order Mcdals and Joint Combat Police Force
Medals are announced yearly on January 4. the Independence Day.

The Government confers following titles and medals of honour.
- Abidaja Maha Ratta Guru Title,

- Agga Maha Pandita,

- Agga Maha Gandavasaka Pandita (Sayadaws/ Nuns)

- Maha Dhamma Kahtika Bahuzanahita Dara.

- Agga Maha Dhammar Htanarcariya.

- Maha Kamma Htanarcariya,

- Cula Kamma Htanarcariya,

- Abidaza Agga Maha Thatdahamma Zawtika,

- Agga Maha Thatdhamma Zawtika,

- Maha Thadhammma Zawtika (Sayadaws/ Nuns/ Lay persons)
- Thatdhamma Zawtika Daja (Sayadaws/ Nuns/ Lay persons)
- Agga Maha Thin Thudhamma Mani1 Zawta Dara.

- Thin Thudhamma Manizawta Daja,
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When the British colonialists returned to Myanmar they were unwilling to
recognize the Tatmadaw as a national army representing the State and the People.
They tried to disband the PBF and to replace it with Burma Army. But the Anti-
fascist Pcople's Frecdom League led by Bogyoke'Aung San rejected the idea and
the colonialists had to withdraw and cancel their scheme to disband the PBF and
to admit individually qualified ones into Burma Army they were to form. Under
the Kandi Agreement signed in Kandi, now Sri1 Lanka, on 6 September 1945,
35200 other ranks. 200 officers and 200 reserve officers of Patriotic Burma Force
werc allowed to join Burma Army which included national units the colonialists
had formed before thc war.

The Tatmadaw not only launched the anti-fascist resistance but also played a
pivotal role together with the people i anti-colonialist campaign and wrest back
independence.  In addition to its national defence duty, the Tatmadaw played a
lcading role as called for by history in 1948-49, the worst vear of internal
insurgency. and in preventing the external invasion that started in 1950.

When the national unity and the Union were on the brink of disintegration and
national sovercignty was in danger, the Tatmadaw had to take over State power
unavotdably on 2 March 1962.

In August 1988, there was political unrest that caused a dire situation. Anarchy
rcigned and violence was rife. When the Union was on the verge of disintegration,
the Tatmadaw had to step 1n again.

The Tatmadaw formed the State Law and Order Restoration Council and took
over Statc power. The Tatmadaw has continued conscientiously to shoulder State
dutics as the State Peace and Dcvelopment Council. As a result of Tatmadaw's
cndeavours aimed at national reconsolidation, armed groups have returned to the
lcgal fold.

Tatmadaw's history, which is concomitant with the Modern History of Myanmar,
1s full of significant qualities and characteristics.

The Tatmadaw with good tradition possesses the Three Capabilities -- military
capability. orgamizational capability and administrative capability. The Tatmadaw,
upholding the Four-Point oath of allegiance abiding by the code of conduct and
disciplinary rules and having high morale and nobility, has since its inception
carried out national and historical responsibilities dutifully and conscientiously. It
1s still discharging the duties selflessly with valour and will do so with deter-
mination in the future. Exceptionally vital leading role played by the Tatmadaw
during the Independence Struggle and in national politics has already been
witnessed.

Accordingly. the on-going National Convention is pondering the points to be
included 1n drafting an enduring State Constitution which will cnable the Tatmadaw
to play a leading role in national politics of the future State and participate in
defence and security scctors and other national affairs.
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TITLES AND MEDALS

The State Peace and Development Council confers titles and medals yearly on
Sayadaws who are making efforts for purification. perpetuation and propagation of
Buddha Sasana, Gandaduta Pariyatti Lecturer Sayadaws. Wipassanadura Patipatti
Meditation Instructor Sayadaws, Roving Dhamma Kahtika and local and forcign
missionaries, lay persons who are donating four requisites to the Buddha Sasana,
Tatmadaw members who valiantly carried out their duties for independence.
perpetuation of sovereignty and protecting life and safety of nationals, persons
making outstanding performances in development of industrial, management,
social sectors and civil affairs and members of Myanmar Police Force.

The medals include religious titles, Medals of Honour. Good Military Service
medals. Good Civil Service medals. Good Police Service medals, Medals of Honour
for Police Force, Civil Service Medals. Rule of Law and Order Medals and Joint
Combat Medals for Police Force.

A list of Abidaja Maha Ratta Guru title, Agga Maha Pandita title, and rcligious
title recipient Sayadaws, nuns, local and foreign missionaries, donors of four
requisites to the Sasana, name of recipients of titles and mcdals of honour. recipients
of military good services medals, recipients of good service personnel medals, Good
services 1n Police Force Medals, Long Service in Police Force Medals, Civil
Scrvices Medals, Rule of Law and Order Medals and Joint Combat Police Force
Medals are announced yearly on January 4. the Independence Day.

The Government confers following titles and medals of honour.

- Abidaja Maha Ratta Guru Title,

- Agga Maha Pandita,

- Agga Maha Gandavasaka Pandita (Sayadaws/ Nunsj

- Maha Dhamma Kahtika Bahuzanahita Dara.

- Agga Maha Dhammar Htanarcariya,

- Maha Kamma Htanarcariya,

- Cula Kamma Htanarcarniva,

- Abidaza Agga Maha Thatdahamma Zawtika,

- Agga Maha Thatdhamma Zawtika,

- Maha Thadhammma Zawtika (Sayadaws/ Nuns/ Lay persons)
- Thatdhamma Zawtika Daja (Sayadaws/ Nuns/ Lay persons)
- Agga Maha Thirnn Thudhamma Mam Zawta Dara.

- Thiri Thudhamma Manizawta Daja,
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- Thiha Thudhamma Manizawta Daja,

- Thudhamma Manizawta Daja,

- Agga Maha Thiri Thudhamma Theingi,
- Thiha Thudhamma Theingi,

- Thudhamma Theingi,

Military titles and medals of honour
- Aung San Thurnya.
- Thiha Thura,
- Thura,
- Dagun
- Zarni
- Pyidaungzu Zarni
- Title for Valour
- Aung San
- Thiha Bala
- Independence Medal

Independence Organizational Medal
- Ayavdawbon Medal
- Pyithu Thargaung
- Military Services Medal
- Pyipa Yanhnein
- People's Militia Combat Medal
- State Peace and Development Medal
- Mongyoung - Methawaw Battle Medal
- Military Service Honorary Medal
- Medal for Devclopment of the State
- Combat Medal (1962 - 74) (1974 - 88) (1988 - 90)
- Combat Médal (Mela) (Hpa - lu)
- Military Service Medal
- Medal of Military Good Services
- Golden Jubilee Medal
- Yan Nyein Aye Medal
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Medals for Outstanding Performances

- Medal for Outstanding Pcrformances in Industrial Field
(First, Second and Third Class)

- Medal for Outstanding Performances in Management Field
(First. Second and Third Class)

- Ye Thura Mcdal

- Ye Kyawthu Medal

- Good Service Personnel Medals

- Police Good Service Pcrsonnel Medal
- - State Police Force Medal

- Service Personnel Medal

- Rule of Law and Order Medal

- Joint Operation Medal for Police Force

Government



DEVELOPMENT OF BORDER AREAS AND NATIONAL RACES

Central Committee for Development of Border Areas and National Races was
formed on 23 Mav. 1989 to carry out development programmes for national brethren
who are living in border areas which were lagged behind due to various insurgencies.
Central Committe for Development of Border Areas and National Races was formed
with 9 members including the Chairman. The Chairman of the Central Committee
for Development of Border Areas and National Races is Senior General Than Shwe.

Then. the work committce for Development of Border Arcas and National Races
was formed on 31 May, 1989. Lt-General Khin Nyunt as  Channman. Moreover, 18
Sub-committees for Development of Border areas and National Races were formed with
forty members of ministers, Deputy Mimnisters and Heads of Departments. Afterwards, the
Ministry of Border Arcas and National Races was formed on 24 September 1992 to
be able to implement development projects for Border Arcas and National Raccs
harmoniously with the co-opcration of the Work Commuittee. Sub-committee and
Rcgional Committee in accordance with the guidance of Central Commuittee.

The Mistry of Development for Border Arcas and National Races was reformed as
the Ministry of Development and Progress for Border Areas and National Races on
30 January 1994 to implcment rural and urban development programmes more
extensively.

Committee of Co-ordination with UN Agencies and International Organizations
for Development of Border Areas was established o 25 April 1991 in order to
support work programmes for the development of Border Areas and National Races.
The tasks to be carried out by the committee are as follows:

- To submit the condition of receiving cash and kind from international
organizations and other foreign countries for development programmes of
Border Arcas and national races to the Implementation Comunittee for Development
of Border Arcas and National Races,

- To request aid and support from the International Organizations and other
supporting foreign countries for the implementation programmes for development of
border Areas 1n accordance with the guidance of the Work Committce.

- To carry out as a middle-men in dealing with other international organizations
and foreign countries.

- To co-ordinate with Government Departments, Directorates and Government-
owned organizations which are carrying out for development of border arcas
and matters concerning with obtaining forcign aid.

- To 1ssue ncws and information pertaining to progress and condition of 1mple-
mentation programmes cspecially to foreign countries and international
organizations.
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- To undertake duties assigned by the lmplementation Committee for
Development of Border Areas and National Races.

Since the State has been implementing development programmes with impetus by
adopting plans and projects with true and sincere cetana for the brethren who arc
residing in the border arcas, the armed group, realizing the true cetana and attitude
of the government, rcturned to the legal fold and joincd hands with the government
to implcment regional development programmes.

Development programmes were especially carried out 1n the regions of Kachin
Special Region (1), Kachin Special Region (2). Ko Kang Region, Wa Region. Shan
State , Northeast Kachin State, Palaung, Eastern Kengtung, Homein, Monghtaw,
Monghtal, Mawpha, Pa-O, Kayah State, Rakhinc State, Chin State, Sagaing (Naga),
Kabaw Valley Region, Kayin State, Taninthavi Division and Mon Statce.

Progress of paving roads completed until 31 December 1998 were 2,377 miles of
carth road, 962/ 2 miles of stone road and 15 miles of asphalt road. In transporta-
tion sector, .small and large bridges and suspension bridges were built. Altogether
38 bridges, 635 small bridges and 13 suspension bridges were built.

In Hcalth Scctor. hospitals, dispensaries and health care centres were opencd.
Altogcther 43 hospitals. 79 clinics and 42 health care centres had been opened. For
the development of education sector. altogether 351 Primary Schools, 46 Middle
Schools and 14 High Schools had been opened. In agriculture scctor, agricultural
offices and 76 agriculture centres were opcnced, 38 dams were under construction, 18
dams were built and 3 dams were being measured.

In thosc border arcas, communication works such as post offices, radio tclephone.
long-distance call line, tclegram, satellite communication centres were installed. A
total of 52 post offices. 45 radio tclephones, 453.5 miles. distance call line, 44
telegram offices and 11 satellite communication centres were built. Total amount of
10387.29 million kvats was spent by the government for the development of border
areas and national races during 1989-90 to 1997-98 fiscal ycar.
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UNIVERSITY FOR DEVELOPMENT OF NATIONAL RACES

Institute of Development for National Races was opened in Sagaing on 20
October 1964 in line with the policies of Revolutionary Council. Later, 1t was moved
to Ywathitgyi Village, Sagaing Township on 14 August 1968. Since the opening of
(he [nstitute until 1975, it was solely under the guidance of the Ministry of Education.
But it became under the guidance and supervision of Burma socialist Programme
Party and Government authorities from 15 August 1975 to 198s.

At the time of the State Law and Order Restoration Council, programmes of
supcrvision have been transferred to the Civil Service Selection and Training Board
since 1 November 1988 and then 10-nmtember Work Committee led by the Chairman
of the Civil Service Selection and Training Board was formed. Furthermore, Close
Supervisory Commuittee was formed with the Commander of the Northwest Command
as Chairman.

The State Law and Order Restoration Council (now, the State Peace and
Dcvelopment Council) gave guidance to promote the Institute to University level to
be ablc to provide cffective support for the implementation of Border Area Development
programmecs. Afterwards. Act of University for Development of National Races was
promulgated on 10 May 1991 with the Law No.9/91. Then University Council for
the Development of the National Races was formed under Notification No.2/ 91.
Later, Notification No. 3/9] was 1ssued.Under this Notification, Civil Services
Selection and Training Board was assigned duty to carry out management for the
implementation of designated measures. The objectives of the University of
Dcvelopment are as {ollows:

I. To be filled with Union spirit among national races while they are studying
together at the University amicably,

2. To value and maintain the customs and traditions of national races,
3 To imbue with strong desire to promote living standard of the national races,

4. To promote leadership skill which is essential for the implementation of
Dcvelopment programmes.

h

. To have strong interest and desire in research programmes for the success of
developmemt programmes,

6. To bring up educational employees with high morale and who are not dealing
with party politics,

7. To make national spirit alive and dynamic giving first prority to our three
main national causes: Non-disintegration of the Union, Non-disintegration of
national solidarity and perpetuation of soverignty. Various implementation
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programines must be carried out to fulfil those objectives. Therefore Graduation
courses are categorized as follows:

(1) M.Ed

(2) M-phil (Education)

(3) B.Ed

(4) 1 - year course for Middle School Teachers Training

(5) Regular 4 - year course for Primary School Teachers Training
(6) Special Course for Primary School Teachers Training

Altogether 72 stocks of national races had completed their courses at the
University for Development of National Races. The motto of the University is
Unity i1s strength . The University for Development of National Races 1is:

1. One and only University which 1s bringing up trainces for the development of
all national races residing in the Union of Myanmar.

2. The University, giving priority to our three main national causes, which has
been bringing the good educational employees with high morale and free from

party politics.

3. The University which is training and nurturing the youths who arc capable of
joining hands with the people for the implementation of all-round  develop-
ment.

4. The Education University conducting coursces for Primary Teachers Train-
ing, Middle School Teachers Training and Education Graduation Courses.

From the Commencement of the University till 1996-97 Academic year, there
have been members who had completed the Primary School Teachers Training
Course. Among these trainees, 324 members could continuc the Middle School
Teachers Training Course and completed the course. 301 members of Special
Primary School Teachers Training Course were trained due to nninediate require-
ment for the development of border areas. At present, there are 185 members of
B.Ed degree holders, 6 members of M.Ed degree holders and 15 members of
M-phil (Education) who are working at the University have been conferred their
degrees respectively.

Government



ARMED GROUPS RETURNED TO THE LEGAL FOLD

At the time of the State Peace and Development Council, as the achievement of
national reconsolidation, various armed groups have exchanged arms for pcace to
join hands with the people and Tatmadaw for the implementation of regional
development programmes. Armed groups who have exchanged arms for peace are

as follows.

1. MNDA : Mvanmar National Democracy Alliance (31.3.89)
led by U Phone Kya Shin

2. MNSP : Myanmar National Solidarity Party (9.5.89)
led by U Kyauk Ny1 Laing

3. NDAA : National Democracy Alliance Army Military (30.6.89)

and Local Administrative Comimittee of
Eastern Shan State led by U Sai Lin

4. SSA . Shan State Army (24.9.89)
led by U Hse Htin
5. NDA : New Dcmocratic Army (Kachin) (15.12.89)
led by U Za Khun Ting Ring
6. KDA : Kachin Defence Army (11.1.91)
led by U Mahtu Naw
7. PNO : Pa-O National Organization (18.2.91)
led by U Aung Hkan Hti
8. PSLP : Palaung State Liberation Party (21.4.91)
led by U Aik Mon
9. KNDG : Kayan National Defence Guards (27.2.92)
led by U Gabriel Byan
10. KIA . Kachin Independence Army (14.2.92)
led by U Zaw Hmaing
11. KNPLF : Kayinni National People's Liberation Front (9.5.94)
led by U Tun Kvaw
12. KPP . Kayan Pyithit Party (26.7.94)
13. SSNPLO: Shan State National People's Liberation Organization (9.10.94)
14. KNPP : Kayinni National Progressive Party (21.3.95)
15. - NMSP : New Mon State Party (29.6.95)
led by Nai Shwe Kyin
16. MTA : Mon Tai Army (5.1.90)
led by U Khun Sa
17. BCP  : Burma Communist Party (4.6.97)
led by U Saw Tun Oo
18. A group of KNU followers led by U Saw Tha MuHe  (24.2.97)
19. A group of KNU followers led by U Saw Phe Re Mo (11.8.97)
20. A group of KNU followers led by U Pado Aung San  (17.4.98)
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MEMBERS OF MTA LED BY U KHUN SA RETURNED TO
THE LEGAL FOLD

Members of armed group. rcalizing the true cetana of the State Peace and
Development Council and noticing the endeavours for national reconsolidation,
prevalence of Law and order, and maintenance of peace and tranquillity in the
nation, have been returning to the legal fold renouncing their armed policy.

Members of MTA led by U Khun Sa returned to the legal fold, bringing along
them arms and ammunition, 1n Eastern. Southern and Nothern Shan State after
witnessing with their own eyes the mmplementation measures of the development
programmes undertaking hand in hand with the people and the Tatmadaw, and
realizing true sincerity and attitude of the State.

Members of U Khun Sa group had been continuously returning to the legal fold
since 5 January 1996 in Homein, Lwelang, Lwehtun. Monghtaw, Monghtal,
Wansin and Naung Hlaing regions in Eastern, Northern and Southern Shan State.

- Government



STATES AND DIVISIONS
KKACHIN STATE

Location : Kachin State lies in the northern part of Myanmar. It shares borders
with People's Republic of China in the north and east; Shan State and Sagaing
Division in the east and Sagaing Division and India 1n the west. It lies between
North Latitude 23° 27’ and 28° 25' Longitude 96° 0" and 98° 44’ . The area of the

State is 34,379 sq miles.

Climate : Kachin State lies on the north of the line of Tropic of Cancer. Hence,
the climate of the southern part 1s warm-temperate and wet whereas the northern
part has cold-temperate and wet clunate. Highest mountains in the north are always
covered with snow. In the lowland areas, the average temperature in suminer being
80°F (26.6° C) and 1n winter the temperature 1s a little more than 60°F (26.6° C).
There is heavy downpour in the rainy season and little amount of rain in winter.
The rainfall in Bhamo 1s 60 inches, about 80 inches in Myitkyina and over 160
inches 1n Putao, in the northernmost part.

Population, inhabitants, religion and dialects : The population of Kachin State
1s over 1.2 million. Population density 1s 34 persons per square mile. The hills and
mountains are sparsely populated wheicas the plains are densely. There are 100 or
more per square mile. The inhabitants are racial group such as Kachin, Bamar,
Shan, Chin, Naga, etc. The distribution by religion is 57.8% Buddhists, 36.4%
Christians and the remaining people are Hindu and Muslim faithful and those of
other religious Faiths. The majority of the people there speak Myanmar, racial
dialects such as Jinphaw, Rawan, Lisu, Lacheik, etc, are also spoken.

Organization of districts, townships and villages : The three districts consti-
tuted 1n the Kachin State are Myitkyina, Bhamo and Putao. The number of
townships and wards and village tracts constituted are 18 and 709 respectively.
The capital of the state 1s Myitkyina. |

Sown acreage and crops produced : Paddy is sown on more than 0.3 million
acres of arable land. The output is 17.688 million baskets. Sugarcane is grown on
13,596 acres producing over twenty-thousand tons. There are also farms, alluvial
lands, and garden lands. Total acreage of irrigated farm land is over 0.14 million
and about fifty-thousand acres for double crops. Paddy is the most essential crop and
75% of the total arable land area 1s occupied by that crop. Millet, winter-groundnut,
mustard, sesame, maize, potato, sunflower, beans and pulses. Myanmar tobacco,
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vegetables, banana, orange, citron, grape friut, lychee and mulberry are also grown
in the State. Washaung and Monai dams are reliable for irrigated cultivation.

Other products : Jade 1s mined in Phakant, Haungpa, Tawhmaw, Lonkin and
other regions in the upper reaches of U-ru river. Nansakha gem-land 1s located in
Mansi twonship of Bhamo district. A small amount of amber can be extracted in the
Hukaung valley. Gold can be panned out from rivers and creeks. Salterns are in
Kamaing township and Hukung valley.

In the Kachin State, there are rice mills, saw mills and sugar mills. The most
umportant among them 1s Namti1 sugar mill. Weaving is carried out as a cottage
industry. Kachin pasoe (sarong) and Kachin shoulder-bags are popular through the
length and breadth of the country.

Traditional cultural festivals : There is traditional Manao Festival of the Kachin
nationals. They are of variety kinds such as Padan Manao, Sut Manao, Sutrein Manao,
Rawmalin Manao, Gyo Manao and Chinngaw Chin traditional dance of the Lisu
nationals. Htaungka dance of the Kachin nationals is also popular. New Year
festival, Wedding Ceremonies and harvest festival are also held. Kachin State Day
falls on 10 January every year.

TV retransmission stations : TV Retransmission stations are located in Myitkyina,
Bhamo, Namma, Phakant, Putao, Mogaung, Tansi, Sumprabum, Chibwe, Lonton.
Myothit, Kanpaiktee, Sawlaw, Sadon, Naungmon, Machanbaw, Kamaing, Panwa
and Shwegu township.

KAYAH STATE

Location : Kayah State is situated in eastern Myanmar and bounded on the north
by Shan State. on the east by Thailand and on the south and west by Kayin State. It
lies approximately between 18° 30" and 19° 55" north latitude and between 94°40’
and 97° 93’ east longitute. The area 1s 4,530 sq miles.

Being a section of eastern plateau, its bed-rocks are of 1genous stratified and
metamorphic types. Relating with those rocks, alabaster, tin, wolfram, shellac are
found. Red earth is mostly found. There are fertile paddy lands in Loikaw plains
through which Balu stream flows. The highland area has the wet climate of mild-hot
regions and the low-lying areas have the clunate of Savanna and monsoon climate of
the tropical regions. In winter, the average temperature of the highland areas is
below 40°F (4.4°C) and that of the low lying areas is 62.6°F (17°C). In May, the
hottest month, the average temperature 1s 77.4°F (25°C). The annual rainfall in
low-lying areas is about 38.43 inches. The highland areas get more rain.
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Population, inhabitants, religion and dialects : The estimated population in
1996 had been over 240,000 and the population density i1s about 53 persons per

sq mile.

The population density in Loikaw and Dimawhso Townships where there are vast
plains. is morc than 100 persons per sq mile. Mountainous townships are sparsely
populated. The resident national races arc Kayah, Kayan (Padaung) , Paye, Yinbaw,
Yinkale, Paki Kavin and small racial groups such as Manumanao, Gaykho, Gaybar
cct. In addition. there arc few numbers of Shan, Intha, Bamar living along Balu
strcam in the north. Pa-o nationals can be found on surrounding hills.

Organization of districts, townships, villages and wards: Loikaw and Bawlake
districts arc constituted with scven townships. Therc arc 106 wards and village-
tracts. The arca of the Statc1s 4,529.564 sq miles. The capital of the state is Loikaw.

Sown acreage and crop output : Total agricultural lands come to 90,000 acres
approximately. Therc are over 40,000 acres of paddy land, about 40.000 acres of
farmlands and over 20,000 acres of hill-side cultivation. The majority of paddy
cultivation arc irrigated. Paddy 1s the chief crop. Other crops cultivated are millet,
maize, scsame. groundnut, garlic. vegetables etc. Other products of the State are tin,
wolfram and shellac - mixed metals produced by Mawchi mine. Alabastcr from
Sakvin hills near Loikaw and Dimawhso townships are transported to Loikaw
Alabaster shect factory for manufacturing personal goods. Valuable wood such as
Teak, Pvinkadoe, Ingyin. Padauk, Thitkadoe, Thitya, Pyinma, Pine and Yinkat are
produced by the forests.

Traditional and cultural festivals : Kutobo or the flag mast festival. is the most
important one among many religious festivals of the Kayah people. In accordance
with traditions. the festival 1s held annually village by village. Kayah State Day falls

on 15 January, every year.

Construction works : Alabaster sheet factory and Hydel Plant were built respec-
tively at Lotkaw and Lawpita Watcerfall of Balu Stream.

KAYIN STATE

Location: Located between latitudes 15° 45' north and 19° 25' north and
longitudes 96° 10" east and 98° 28' cast. Kavin State shares the border
with Yamethin District, Shan State and Kayah State in the north, Toungoo,
Thaton and Mawlamyine districts in the west, Ye Township in the south
and Thailand in the cast. The area of the State is 11,731 sq.miles.

Kayin State has a hot and humid climate because of the mountain
ranges that lic in its backdrop and its location, which is near the sea.

Myanmar : Facts & Figures



in the tropics. The temperature of the hottest month in eastern mountain
regions never falls below 71.9° F. Lowlands in the west and south of
the state are located in the tropical monsoon climate. The lowest annual
rainfall in the region 1s 120 inches and the highest i1s 190 inches. The
regions get most of the rain in summer.

Some of the rivers and creeks 1n Kayin State are flowing from south
to north due to the location of mountains. The main rivers in the state
arc Thanlwin, Thaungyin and Attaran rivers.

Population, inhabitant, languages and religion: National races such as
Kayin, Bamar, Pa-O, Shan, Mon and Rakhine are¢ residing in the state
which has a population of 1,431,377. The main religions are Buddhism.
Christian and Leke.

The word Kayin 1s the collective name for all or Sawhaw (Sakaw),
Sho (Poe) and Bwe national races. Descended from Tibet-Myanmar dialect
group, Kayins gradually entered Myanmar in Seventh AD or Eighth AD
from east of Toungoo. The six different families of Kayvin nationals are
Sawhaw (Sakaw), Sho (Poc¢), Bwe, Paaaung, Kayinnt and Zayein. They
can be also defined as northern Kayins and southcrn Kayins based on
the regions they are living in. Bwes arc northern Kavins and Sawhaws
(Sakaws) and Shos (Poes) arc southcern Kayins.

Though there are differences in tone and accent in dialects of various
groups of the Kayin family, they all came from the same origin.

Formation of districts, townships and wvillages: Total arca of Kayin
State is 11,730.894 square-miles. There are 410 wards and village-tracts
and seven townships under Hpa-an District, Kawkareik District and Myawady
District. The capital of Kayin State 1s Hpa-an.

Sown acreage and produce: Kayin State has a cultivated area of nearly
700,000 acres. The state grows over 300,000 acres of monsoon paddy
yearly, with an annual yield of 14.5 million baskets. There are over 10,000
acres of silted-land farms and over 5,000 acres of garden farms. As the
state gets large amount of rain every year, monsoon crops do not neced
irrigation. Only could seasonal crops are cultivated with i1rrigatcd water.

Paddy is the main crop of Kayin State. Winter groundnut is cultivated
on silted-land and monsoon groundnut at hill-side farms. Other crops
grown in the region are sesame, beans and pulses, sugarcane, rubber, areca,
coffee, coconut and fruits.
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Other Products: Minerals such as 1iron, lead, copper, tin, coal and
antimony are mined in the state.

Traditions and culture: Hpasi (ceremonial bronze drum) is the symbol
of Kayin culture. Kayin don 1s a popular dance. The religious or
traditional festivals are, Kayin New Year Day celebrations, ceremonial
house-warming ceremonies, sand pagoda {festival, Kayin campfire festivity,
the festival to summon the spirits, boat floating festival and bone collecting
ceremony. Farm festivals are harvesting festival and various festivals to

offer food to spirits.

Historical sites and places of interest: The magnificent Zwegabin Hill
is an attractive place for wvisitors and Kawigon Cave is also a place of

Interest.

TV re-transmission stations: TV re-transmission stations were opened
in Myawady on 28 June 1996, in Myainggyingu Spccial Region, Hlaingbwe
Township, on 6 July 1996, in Kya-in-Seikkyi on 18 July 1996, in Papon
on 9 march 1994, at Payathonzu on 18 September 1996 and in Kyondoe
on 11 July 1996.

CHIN STATE

Location: Chin State 1s located 1n the west of Myanmar Naing-Ngan.
It Lies between North Latitude 21° 0'and 24°15"and East Longitude between
93°15" and 94°0’. India i1s to 1ts north and west; Rakhine State, to its
south; Sagaing and Magway Division are to its east. It has an area of 13,907
sq muiles.

Chmate: Chin State has a mild hot, wet climate. April and May are
the hottest months of the year. Average temperatures of the months range
from 60°F (15.5 Degrees Centigrade) to 70°F (21 Degrees Centigrade).
Average temperature 1n the cold scason 1s below 40°F (4.4 Degrees
Centigrade). In the cold season, temperatures fall as low as freezing point
of water 1n the higher parts of towns like Haka, Foshaik and Kanpetlet.

Average annual rainfall 1s 80-100 inches. The southern part of Chin
State gets more rain due to the storms that come from Bay of Begal.

Inhabitants, religions and languages: The population of Chin State is
465,361. Population density 1s 32 persons per square mile. A large majority
of the people are Chins. Mros (Mago), Khamis and Bamars form significant
parts i southern and western parts of Chin State. Majority of the people
are Chnistians. There are Buddhists too. Because Chin State is hilly and
acess 1s difficult, there 1s a slight difference in languages spoken in one
region and another.
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Organization of districts, townships and village-tracts: There are 505
wards/village-tracts, nine townships and two districts-Mindat and Falam in
Chin State. Haka is the capital of Chin State.

Forests and natural plants: There are over 400,000 acres of forest
reserve, 600,000 acres of reserve and 1.3 million acres of protected rcserves.
Pine trees grow especially in areas with an alitude of more than 3,000
feet. Taungzalat or tree rhododendron grows in arcas of higher altitudes.
Tree rhododendron and orchids beautify the Chin State. There arc also many
kinds of orchids which grow naturally.

Sown acrcage and agricultural produce: Shifting cultivation 1s the most
widely used practice. Of the total 240,000 cultivated acreage, about 200.000
acres 1s under shifting cultivation. About 10,000 acres put under monsoon
paddy. Paddy is the major crop being grown in Chin State. Monsoon paddy
1s also grown through terrace farming on over 20.000 acres. Paddy is also
grown by means of lill side cultivation on over 70,000 acres. Paddyv is
the main crop grown on farmlands at lower altitudes while millet 1s the
major crop in areas of higher altitudes. Other crops and plants grown are
maize, beans and pulses, potatoes, sunflower, cotton. sugarcane, tobacco, coflee,
mulberry, various kinds of vegetables, banana and fruits such as orange
and apple. But few of them can be grown commercially yet due to difficult
of access to the market.

Other products: Cattle are raised on a manageable scale. Goats and pigs
and chickens are raised for family consumption. Nanauk (Mythuns) are
raised but they are tended i1n the wild. There are a few places in Falam
where fish 1s cultured.

There 1s a backstrap loom for domestic use at almost every houschold.
Turpentine and resin are produced at factories near the towns of Falam

and Haka.

Traditional cultural and social festivals: There are quite a few
traditional festivals among Chin nationals. Most well-known among them
are Harvest Festival called Hla-ma-ka, House-warming Festival called
Ein-Ka, Festival called Yu-hlak, New Year Festival called Khwar-do and
Khwang-Kywe Festival. Chin State Day falls on 20 February.

TV retransmission and microwave stations: TV Myanmar programmes
can be received in nine towships of Chin State because there are retransmission
stations in seven townships, namely, Tiddun, Haka, Falam, Mindat, Tunzan,
Paletwa and Matupi.
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Construction activities: Electricity 1s produced through mini-hydroelectric
power stations. There is Nga-hsit-ba hydel station in Falam Township,
Za-lwi station in Tiddim Township, Mindat station 1n Mindat Township
and Twi-Zawng station in Tunzan Township. There are Dawng-va and Liva
hydel stations in Haka Township.

SAGAING DIVISION

Location: Sagaing Division 1s situated i1n the north-western part of
Mvanmar bctween latitude 21° 30" north and longinude 94° 97' east. It
sharcs border with India 1 the north, Kachin State, Shan State and

Mandalay Division m the east. Mandalay and Magway Divisions in the
south and Chin State and India 1n the west and has 36,535 sq.miles.

Temperatures fall to freczing point in winter on Pakkoi and Naga
mountain ranges where coldness remains in summer. Winter temperatures
fall as low as 40 Degrees Fahrenheit (4.4 Degrees Celsius) in northern
lowlands. The southern region which lies in the dry zone has an extremely
hot chimate. In Monywa, temperatures risc as high as 110. Degrees
Fahrenheit (43.3 Dcgrees Celsius) 1 summer and falls to 50 Degrees
Fahrenheit (10 Dcgrees Celsius) in the cold season.

The northern regions get annual rain fall ranging from 80 to 100
inches and the southern region gets 40- inches. Average annual rain fall
in Monvwa is 31 inches, Sagaing 34 inches and Shwebo 36 inches.
Somctimes the region gets a small amount of rain in winter due to
cyclones that entcr it from the west.

Population, inhabitants, languages and religion: The estimated population
of Sagaing Division in 1996 was over five million. Average density of
the division 1s 139 persons per square mile. Population is dense in the
lower regions of Chindwin and Mu rivers where there are many plains
and sparse in mountainous north-west regions. Bamars are the majority
of inhabitants 1n the dry regions, Katha Township and the regions along
Mandalay-Myitkyina Railroad. Shans live in upper Chindwin valley, Kawlin,
Wuntho and Pinlebu townships. Nagas reside in the north of north-west
mountain ranges and Chins in the south. Kadu and Ganang national races
can be found at upper Mu River valley and Meza River Valley.

Formation of districts, townships and villages: Sagaing Division 1Is
formed with 198 wards and village-tracts, 38 townships and eight districts--
Sagaing, Shwebo, Monywa, Katha, Kale, Tamu, Mawlaik and Hkamtu.
Sagaing is the capital of the division.
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Sown acreage and agricultural produce: Major crops of the division
arc rice, wheat, corn, maize, edible oil crops such as sesame, groundnut
and sunflower, cotton, sugarcane and becans and pulses. Over one million
acres are being put under paddy in the Division annually. Eighty percent
of the nation's wheat comes from Sagaing Division. Tobacco. tomato, toddy
palm, and vegetables arc also grown in the Division. Small amount of
land 1s put under green tea at mountain regions in the north.

Sagaing Division has a total cultivated area of over thrce million acrcs.
Paddy 1s cultivated on 1.4 mllion acres and other crops on 1.5 million
acres. Others are alluvial-land cultivation, gardenfarms and hillside culti-
vation. Water 1s supplied from canals, lakes, tube-wells and pumped-water
stations.

Kabo Dam irrigates over three million acres in Shwebo plain. Mu River
Valley Project 1s being i1mplemented at present and when completed the
project will help extend cultivated -arcas and multiple cropping in the
Division. Livestock breeding is carried out jointly with agriculture.

Other products: The Division produces teak and hardwood from its
forests. Monywa and Katha are 1mportant timber depots. Thanakha.
caglewood, honey, catechu, rattan and bamboo are extracted from forests.

Important minerals of the Division are gold minced at Kyaukpahto
region, Kawlin Township, coal mined at Kalewa (Thitchauk) region and
Monywa. A small amount of o1l 1s found at Pantha and Inndaw regions
at Chindwin River valley. Salt 1s produced in Wetlet and Sagaing township.

Heavy industries 1 the Division are the Textile Mill at Ywathitgyi and
the Diesel Engine Workshop at Ywahtaung. A coppcr refinery i1s located
in Salingy1 and a gold smelting plant at Kyaukpahto region in Kawlin.
The Division has many rice mills, edible o1l muills, saw mills, cotton muills.
gram crushing mills and weaving factories. Large mechanized weaving mills
can be found in Monvwa. Earthen pots are produced in Kyaukmyaung
and Sagaing. silverware is made in Ywahtaung, bronzewarcs and ironwares
are produced in Monvwekyemon and lacquerware 1n Kyaukka.

Traditions and culture: The traditional rice donation ceremony was held
on a grand-scale at Padamya Pagoda annually.

Historical sites and places of interest: Ancient palace site of King
Alaungmintaya is being excavated in Shwebo Township. Twindaung in
Budalin Township i1s a rare and signiﬁcaflt place 1n the world. Twindaung
yields blue green algaec from which Pluvimin is produced.
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TV re-transmission stations: TV retransmission stations, which cover

41 townships in Sagaing, Mandalay and Magway Divisions, were i1nstalled
in 15 townships--Sagaing, Monywa, Hkamti, Tamu, Katha, Htigyaint, Inndaw,
Kawlin, Wuntho, Mintha, Leshi, Homalin, Nangyun, Lahe and Kantbali in Sagaing

Division.

TANINTHAY1 DIVISION

Location: Bordering Mon Statc in the north and Thailand 1n the south and
cast and facing Andaman Sea in the West, Taninthay1 Division is situated between
latitudes 9°58' north and 15°16" north 1n the southernmost part of Myanmar. The
sea along Taninthayi coast 1s dotted with nearly 800 islands. Islands in the south
arc called Myeik archipelago. The Division's area is 16,735.5 square miles.

Topography and climate: As Taninthayi Division is located in the eastern
mountain range region, 1ts landcape 1s mountainous. Generally, mountains with
nearly 3,000 feet in height run from north - west to south - east. Some of the
mountain ranges run 1nto the sea and rise again as islands along the coast. The
6.801 foot Myinmoleckhat Mountain is the highest peak in the Division. Nwalaboh
with an elevation of 5,063 feet 1s the famous mountain in the region. The moun-
tain range linking Taungnyo Mountain Range in the north runs as the border
Thailand and Myanmar. Long and narrow plains can be found along the rivers

and the coastal areas.

Taninthayi Division has a tropical monsoon climate. The land which is located
nearest to the Equator in Myanmar 1s warm year round with only slight changes
In temperatures. The highest temperature of Dawel 1s 100° F. The average highest
temperature of Myeik 1s 96.5° F and the lowest average temperature is 65° F.
Annual average rainfall in Myeik i1s 162 inches and in Dawei 1s 215 inches.

Population, inhabitants, languages and religion: As the land is mountainous,
it 1s a thinly populated area. Its total population 1s over 1.2 nmullion, with a
population density of 64 persons per square mile. Majority of the residents of the
Division hive along the coastal plains and river valleys. Launglon and Myeik
townships have the hightest population density. Taninthayr and Bokpyin townships
have population density of only 14 to 15 persons per square mile. The inhabitants
of the Diviston are Bamars, Kayins, Mons, Shans, Rakhines, Pashues or Malays
and Salons who live mainly in Myeik archipelago. Majority of the inhabitants are
Buddhists and speak Myanmar Language.

Formation of districts, townships and villages: Taninthayi Division has three
districts -- Dawel, Myeik and Kawthoung -- formed with ten townships and 328

village - tracts.
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Forests: Evergreen forests thrive in the region as it is located in the tropical
climate zone with torrential rains. Mangrove can be found along the tidal marsh
lands of the coast and along the banks of rivers and creeks. Sandbanks covered
with forest can be found in coastal areas.

Sown acreage and produce: The Division has a total of over 380,000 acres
of cultivated land. Paddy is cultivated on over 200.000 acres and rubber on 100.000
acres. It has coconut, oil palm, beetle nut, cashew, durian, mangosteen, rumbutan.
pineapple and citrus fruits farms. There are nipa palm farms along the banks of
tidal rivers and creeks.

Significant products: Offshore fishing is an important business in thc
Division which is a coastal region dotted with island along the shallow coastal
waters. There are prawn and fish farms and jelly fish processing plants in the
Division. Large oysters are bred in Pale Island at Myeik archipelago in producing
pearls of significant size and high quality. Salt works arc located along the coast.

The Division produces timber such as In, Kanyin, Thitya and Inngin woods for
local use. It also produces firewood, charcoal, jute, rattan and resin. Bird nests can
be found 1n the caves on islands of the Myeik archipelago. Sixty - two per cent
of the nation's tin and tungsten comes from the Division which is rich in mineral
deposits. There are mineral mines in various parts of the Division. Mined ore is
being refined at Kamyawkin Smelting Plant near Dawel. A large pipeline is being
laid to transport the natural gas drilled offshore to Thailand. Glass sand found in
Kyunsu Township 1s transported to Thanlyin Glass Factory.

Interesting places: Maungmagan Beach Resort, famous for its blue waters and
white sands, is located in Taninthayi Division.

Traditions and culture and festivals: Lukya Festival in Myeik Township,
Thabeik Drifting Ceremony in Dawel Township, Golden Pot Burying Festival in
Ye Township and the festivals to convey the 28 Buddha images of Dawei, Myeik
and Palaw are significant traditional festivals in the division.

TV retransmission Stations: The TV retransmission stations built in Myeik,
Taninthayi, Kawthoung, Bokpyin, Launglon and Yebyu townships cover nine
townships in the division. There are six microwave stations in the division.

BAGO DIVISION

Location: Bago Division is in the south of the big central plains.
Magway and Mandalay Divisions are to its north; Kayin State, Mon Statc
and the Gulf of Mottama are to its east; Yangon Division 1s to 1ts south
and Ayeyawady Division and Rakhine Statc are to 1its west. It 1s located
between North Latitude 46 degrees 45 minutes and 19 degrees 20 minutes
and East Longitude between 94 degrees 35 minutes and 97 degrees 10

minutes and has 24,792.95 sq.miles.
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The southern part of Bago Division has the tropical monsoon climate.
The northern part has the tropical Savannah Chmate. The average tempera-
tures of Bago. Taungoo and Pyay in April, the hottest month of the year
are 88°F and 90° respectively. The average temperature of Bago in January,
the coolest month, 1s 75°F. The average annual rainfall of the town of

Myitkyo is 132.36 inches. The avcrage ramnfall of Pyay, which receives
less rain than other towns, 1s 45.49 inches.

Inhabitants, religions and languages: Kayins, Bamars, Mons, Chins,
Rakhines and Shans reside in Bago Division. There are also some Pa-Os.
The total population of Bago Division 1s over 4.9 million. The average
population density 1s over 300 per-square mile. Buddhists account for
majority of the pcople. There arc also residents who believe in Christian,
Hindu and Islam faiths. Myanmar language is the key linguafranca.

Organization of districts, townships and ward/village-tracts: Bago
Division occupies an area of 14.866 square miles. Bago Division is made
up of Bago, Pyay. Thayawady and Taungoo Districts which comprise 28
townships with 1.619 ward/village-tracts. Bago 1s the divisional capital. It
s the fourth largest town of Myanmar. Other big towns of Bago Division
arc Taungoo and Pyay. Other well-known towns in the west of Bago
Mountain Range are Thayawady, Gyobingauk. Paungde and Shwedaung.
Some wellknown towns 1n the east of the Bago Mountain Range are
Daik-U, Nyaunglcbin, Pyu, Yedashe and Shwekyin.

Forest area: Of the 7,698 square miles of forest area 5,144 square
miles 1s designated to be the forest rcserve. Evergreen forests grow at the
end of the eastern hilly region and the southern end of the Bago Mountain
Range. There are swamps (Seint-taw) between the Ayeyawady and the
Myitmakha Rivers. There arc In (Dipterocarpus tuberculatus) forests at Pyay
hilly region near the town of Pyav.

Sown acreage and crops produced: Total cultivated area 1n Bago
Division stands at more than 3.7 million acres. The major crop i1s paddy.
Over 2.3 million acres 1s put under paddy. The cultivation of summer
paddy 1s becing extended in addition to the cultivation of monsoon paddy.
Other major crops and plants are sugarcane, maize, groundnut, sesamum,
sunflower, bcans and pulses, cotton, jute. rubber, Myanmar tobacco. tapioca,
banana. dhani (Nipa palm) and toddy.

Other products: There are many fisheries in Bago Division. There are
many salt industries in Kawa Township, near the mouth of the Sittaung
River. Timber is extracted from more than 3 million acres of forest reserve
and other forest arcas. The Pyay Mountain Range Oil Field in Shwedaung
Township produces petroleum. Major factories in the Division are Thayawady
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Ceramic Factory, sugar mills in Zevawady and Yedashe, distilleries, Swa
plywood factory, Yeni paper mill in Yedashe Township and Daik-U
monosodium glutamate factory. shauk (Citrus lemon) and Tanyithee (djenkol
bean) are 1mportant products of Shwekyin Township.

Historical sites: In Bago, there is the Kanbawza Thadi Palace ground
of King Bayintnaung. The ancient capital of Sri Keshtra was located in
Pyay District. There are also ancient pagodas such as Bawbawgyi and
Myinbahu built by ancient Myanmar Kkings.

Traditional, cultural and social festivals: Well-known festivals of Bago
Division are the annual procession of the Buddha's tooth relic in Paungde.
the procession of Lood Maedaw in Nyaunglebin. the candle-floating of
Shwekyin, the procession of 28 Buddha images in Taungoo and Daik-
U Township and the Thamma Sanda Festival in Thayawady-Thonze.

Radio, TV retransmission stations and microwave stations: Thereisa TV
retransmission station each in Pyay, Taungoo and Bago. Thanks to the three
retransmission stations, TV programmes can be received in 18 townships of Bago
Division, two townships of Ayeyarwady Division. and one township cach in
Mandalay Division and Kayin State. There are ten microwave stations.

MAGWAY DIVISION

Location : Magway Division 1s located in the central part of Mvanmar. Its
major part falls in the Dry Zone. Magway Division has a common boundary with
Mandalay and Bago Divisions as well as Rakhine and Chin States. Sagaing
Division is to 1ts north: Mandalay Division, to its east; Bago Division, to its south,
and Rakhinc and Chin States, to its west. Magway Division has an area of 17,305
sq.miles and is situated between North Latitude 18° 50" and 22° 47’ and East
Longitude between 93° 47" and 95° 55°

The western hilly region whose rainfall 1s slightly more than other parts of the
Division, Bago Mountain Range and the southernmost part have the tropical
Savannah Climate. As the majority part of Magway Division falls within the Dry
Zone, it is very hot during the hot season and 1s relatively cold during the cold
season. The average temperature of April. which 1s the hottest month of the year. 1s
90° Fahrenheit and the temperature of April. which is the hottest month of the year.
is 90° Fahrenheit and the temperatures during daytime range between 100° - 110°
Fahrenheit. The average temperature of January, which 1s the coolest month of the
vear, is 70° Fahrenheit and the temperature sometimes falls as low as 50° Fahrenheitt.

Inhabitants, relicions and Languages: The population of Magway Division i1s
4.218,699. The majority of the people are Bamars and there are also Chins. Rakhines.
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Kayins, Shans and others. A total of 98 percent of the people are Buddhists and the
rest are Christians, Hindus, Muslims or Animists.

Organization of districts, townships and village-tracts: Magway Division
occupies an area of 17,305.32 square mules. It 1s made up of Magway, Minbu, Thayet,
Pakokku and Gangaw Districts where there are 25 townships and 1,696 ward vil-

lage-tracts. Magway is the divisional capital. Its population in 1994 was about 300,000.
Other major towns of the Division are Pakokku and Minbu. Other well-known

towns are Taungdwingyi, Thayet, Aunglan, Natmauk, Pwintbyu, Chauk,
Yenangyaung, Pauk, Gangaw and Yesagyo.

Sown acerage and crops produced: Farmland occupies 1.6 million acres of about
2.5 million acres of total arable land in the Division. The rest are paddy land, silt
land (Kaing-kyunmya), hill-side cultivated land (taungya-myay)and vegetable land.
Multiple cropping is practised at paddy land and farmland. In Magway Division
500,000 acres 1s put under paddy. The major crop 1s sesamum and over one million
acres 1s put under the crop. Other crops grown are millet, maize, common millet
(Iu). Italian millet (Hsat), groundunt, suntlower, bean and pulses,. Virginia tobacco,
toddy, chili, omon, potato, etc.There are three water-pump stations, nine electric
water-pump sites, and 32 diesel-powered water-pump sites. There are Thanakha
(Limonia acidissima) plantations and the Shinmataung Thanaka variety is

well-known 1n the country.

The famous product of Magway Diviston i1s Phangar (Chebulic myorobalan) fruit.
Magway Division produces 694 million kyats worth of monsoon sesamum and 515
million kyats worth of monsoon groundnut each year.

Other products: The principal product is oil. Magway Division produces most
of the o1l of Myanmar. Mann, Yenangyaung, Chauk, Kyauk-khwet, Letpando, and
Ayadaw Oil fields produce 8,197 US barrels per-day. Natural gas is produced at
Pay-ye,which 1s near the town of Thayet. The Thayet cement factory is powered by
the natural gas from Pay-ye. There are also cotton weaving, tobacco, iron and bronze
industries. As Magway Division produces a large quantity of groundnut and sesamum
edible oil, 1t 1s also known as the oil pot of Myanmar.

Sites of historical interest: As the fossils of the earliest primates were excavated
in Pondaung and Ponnya areas in Magway Division. It has become a place of histori-
cal interest. The findings are known as Pondaung fossils. The Beikthano ancient
town 1n Taungdwingy1 Township, Sandaku natha Kyaungdawya Pagoda in Pwintbyu
Township, Sale-yokson Monastery in Chauk Township, Minhla Fort in Minhla
Twonship and Pakhan Kyaungdawgyi in Yesagyo Twonship, among others, are also
places of historical interest.

Traditional cultural and social festivals: The pagoda festivals, which are com-
mon in other parts of the country, are also held in Magway Division. The festivals of
Myathalun Pagoda in Magway and of Shwesettaw Pagoda in Minbu are very
well-known throughout the country.
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