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FOREWORD

—-—*—’h

The Committee of Administration of the B.l thist Associa-
tion in Cambodia, on the occasion of the celebration of the
2.500th year ol the Buddhist era, has requeste | me 1o prepare
this short study of the histo y of Buddhism in our country. It is
tor our cwn people and it is also for all those who come to
celebrate this happy occasion with us or, united with us in spi-
rit, celebrate it in their own lands.

| have been asked briefly to deal with the following ques-
tions
1) When was Buddihsm introduced into Cambodia and

under what circumstances @

2) What were the geographical limits of Cambodia at that
time ¢
3) Who were the monks who first preached Buddhism in

this country ¢

4) According to the Sacred Tripitaka what are the duties
prcper to Buddhism @

5) What, in brief, are the principles derived from the
Ganthadhura (learning stage) ¢

6) What. in brief, are the principles derived from the
Vipassanadhura (meaitating stage) ¢

7) What have been the couses responsible tor the flourishing
growth of Buddhism in Cambodia 2



The Committee of Administration of the Buddhist Associa-
tion in Cambodia wishes these facts to be recalled to our minds
in token of our gratitude 10 the monks who first came to Cam-

bodia preaching Buddhism. On this important occasion, such
gratitude unites us all in our thoughts of the Lord Buddha.

| wish to express my appreciation tv Mr. Ang Kheao, Chief
Cultural Affairs Assistant of the United States Information Ser-
vice, American Embassy. Phnom-Penh, for his assistance in
tragslating this study into English so that it can be made avai-
able to Buddhists in other countries.

Phnom-Penh, April 18, 1957.
SAM NHEAN

President of the Buddhist
Association in Camlodia
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1. When was Buddhism introduced into Cambodia
and under what circumstances ?

During the third century of the Buddhist era the
King of India, named Dhammasoka, who lived e the
countrv then callegl Patalipulra, commissioned the lear-
ned and zealous monk Movgaliputea 1o send capable and
holv monks to preach DBuddhism in many surrounding
lands. Lleven of these monks departed on their mission,
two of them coming to the land now known as Cambqr
dia. These were Prah Sonatthera and Prah Utlaratthera
who went to Suvannabhumi, (sce page 1-10)

2..What were the geographical limits of Cambodia
at that time ?

No extant documents are available concerning the
veographical limils of Cambodia at that remole time.
Our carliest source is a hook entitled: flistorre du Cam-
bodge, lére Partie, Chronclogiedes Souverains Khmers jusiyi’a
la mi-X11"e «., by CL.. Madrole, which deals with the area of
Chenla during the Pre-Angkor peroid when present day
Cambodia was parp of.that arca, e7z., during the 7™ to
the 8 centuries AP or 1212 to 1310 of the Buddhist
cra. This book indicales the arca covered by Cambodia
as part of Chenla, as illustrated in the accompanyving map.
In the absence of any contradictory evidence il seems
reasonable to assume that Cambodia was in exislence du-
ring the third century of the Duddhist era and continued
In existence until the 12 or 13" century of the DBud-
dhist era as part of the area called Suvannabhumi.

3. Who were the monks who first preached
Buddhism in this country ?

According to the Scriptures of Mahavamsa in the Thistory
of Ceylon it was Prah Sonatthera and Prah Utlarattbera
who first preached Buddhism n Suvannabhumi (present
day Cambodia). The story is related that when these
two monks first arrived in Suvannavhumi the peeple
were much alarmed and armed themselves with weapous
mtending to kill the monks. These were accused ol being
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allied with the water genii who, according to belief,
were responsible for the deaths of many children 1n
the country (see illustration page 11-10).

Fhe two monks declared that they were disciples of
Buddha and were forbidden to harm or kill any living
being, human or animal. In proof of this they perfor-
med miracles and banished the water geniz. Consequently
the people helieved in their message and followed their
teacking with such reverence that they even named their

ehildren «Sonattherakomar» (children of Sonatthera) in ho-
nor of the two monks. IFFrom that time on Prahh Sonat-
thera and Prah Uttaratthera safely preached the message
of Buddha within the whole area of Suvennabhumi. If.
this story 1s correct it seems likely that these first two
monks carme to Cambodia by some water route from India.
4. Accoirding to the Sacred TripitakKa what are

the duties proper to Buddhism ?

The duties proper to Buddhism are performed in
two slages:

a. Ganthadhura (I.earning stage),
b. Vipassanadhura (Meditating and Right Thinking
stage).
S. What, in brief, are the principles derived from
the Ganthadhura (k.earning stade) ?

The principlesderived from the Ganthadhura (Learning
stage) are threfold:
a. Sabbapapassa akaranam (Avoid had actions),
/. Kusolassopasampada (Do only good actions),
¢. Sacittapariyodapanam (Think only right thoughts).
6. What, in brief, are the Principles derived
from the Vipassanadhura (Meditating Stage)?
These are interpreted 1n various ways but may be
reduced to four;
a) Dnkkhasacea (Sorrows in twelve groups),
h) Samudavaesacca (Pass:ons in three sroups),
¢) Nivodhasacca ('The state o Nirvana),
d) Maggasacca (The Eightfold Path).
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7. What have been the causes responsible For
The {lourighing drowth of Buddhism in Camibodia ?

The causes respoasible for the flourishing erowlh of
Buddhisim in Cambodia are the following :
|. The support and example of the Royak family,

2. The scholarly achievement of the Tripitaka
committee,

3. The zeal and example of the monks,
4. The devotion of the Cambodian people.

1. The support and example of the Royal Family

In the long history of Cambodia almost every king
has devoully believed in and supported Buddhism. Though
we cannot treat ot all ot them here, we arce able to
poinl oul the princpal events contribuling to the growth
of Buddhism during the past hundred vears :

(1) During th2 79th Reign — 0 2391 D19, (1847 a.d.)
Prah Samdech Prah Harvivakrama Prali  Ane Duony,
who reigned atl the v:-lpil'll ol Oudong Mcean hev (Victory),
ordered the collection ol all Duoddhist doruments, 1nclu-
ding the Tripitaka. He further commnssioned Prah Maha
srahmamuni Nil Tieng, Head of the Mahanikay Order,
and Prah Vimaladhamma panna silo Sammdech Prah Sugan-
dhadhipati, HHcad of the Dhammayuth Order, to sce that
the Tripitaka was taught to the monks. In his Tersure
time the King himelf tauzht &vening clusses tn Pali.

h) During the 80th %eign — when Prah Bat Samdech
Prah Norodom hegan his vergn in 2005 Dol (1560 A D).

he tollovece LI()HL]\ his father s example 1 \.Ul)[)nlllll“
Buddhism. In 2409 D.l. (L\b) AL, when the country's

capital was transferred from Oudong to Phnom ’cnh,
he ordered that Tripitaka classes be taught in the Boyal
Palace.
¢) During the 81st Reign — in 2i52 13 L. (1v0) A.D.)
Prah Bat Sauawdech Prah Sisowath orderfd the opening
“the Pali S:hool at Ankor Wat. This school was trans-
feNved to Phnom Penh in 2508 BULE. (1910 ADL) and
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2169 B.E. (1925 A.D.) the Roval Library of Cambodia
was established.

) During the 82nd Reign — which began 1n 2470 B.E.
(1927 A.D.), Prah Bat Samdech Prah Sisowath Munivong

ordered the establishment of the following :
i. Tlre Commiltee for Translating the Tripitaka into
the Cambodian language, in 2472 B.E. (1929 A.D.),
ii. The Buddhist Academyv in 2473 B.IE. (1930 A.D.),
iti. The PPali Schools in 2175 B.E. (1933 A.D.).
¢) During the 83rd Reign — which began 1 2481 3. E.

(1941 A.D.), Prah Bat Samdech Prah Norodom Sthanouk
Varman ordercd the establishment of the following :

(. Monastic schools in every monastery in 2190B.E.
(1950 A.D.). These play a vital role in the growth ol
yuddhism,

1t. The Buddhist Prah Sihanouk Reach University
in 2107 B.E. (1951 A.D.), for which he set aside the
land and one million riels for the cost of construction.
While he was King, Prah Bat Samdech Prah Sihanouk

Varman was a monk during 2190 B.IE. (1917 A.D.).

/) During the 84th Reign — which began in 2498 B.L.
(1905 A.D.), Prah Dat Samdech Prah Norodom Sura-

=

marith ana Praly Moha Kossamak Neary Reat Sirivadhana
have been responsible for the following

1. Ghanging the Pali Superior School in Phaom-Penh
into the lLycee Douddhique Prah Suramarith,

1. GChanging the provincial Pali School into DBud-
dhist Primary Schools,

i, Improving the curricula of all these schools.

2. The Scholarly Achievement of the

Tripitaka Committee
'rom 2172 B.E. (1929 A.D.) until 2182 B. TR, (1940
ALD) aeroup of outstanding monks and lavimen worked
Lirelessly on the monumental task of ranslating the
Fripttaka inta the Cambodian language. This extremely
difficull uvnderlaking even uwmlermined the health 1
some of the monks, who sueccombed during the cearse
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of their labors. s completion has spread the good
name of Buddhism in Cambodia to olther nearby coun-
tries like Burma and India where the Cambodian trags-
lalion 1s being used as®a model for similar endeavors.

It is hlting, therefore, that we payv tribute to all
those, living and dead, who contriluted to this great
work, viz.:

Prah Sirisamadhivamsa Louis [<m \’a‘j'iil'a[)|):1|‘;1‘1(), at the
present time Prah Dhammalikhit, Member ol the \dvisory
Council of the Langka Monastery..... Committee President.
Prah Uttammunit Oum Sout Dhammavinavarakkhito.... .
Comgittee Vice-president (deceased).

Prah Maha Brahmamunt Ou ‘Thitavirivo, Svay Pope

Monastlery ....... Commilee Vice-president

Committee Members

Prah Sasanasobhan Chuon Nath Jolannano mow Head
of the Mahanikay Order),

Prah Visuddhivamsa Huoot Tath \':l_iir:lppnﬁﬂn, ’rofessor
ol Sanskrit, Supcerior School ol Pali (now  Prali
Jodhivamsa, Director ol the Lyeee Bouddhique Prah
Suramarilh,

Prah Dalat Samvijja Mocung l\lunithgru,

-

Prah Maha Som Chhun Vimalappanno,
Prah Maha Som Loch Sudhammalikhito,

Prah Maha Ses Candadhanmmo,
e ‘ o o
Prah Garu Nanasamvyvara Chhotun Jolappanno,

Prah Acaryv Chap PPin Sucannajolo,
’rah Maha lHuot Nagapandito,

» ch
Prah Acary Pen Sok Nanasaro,

~ B —

Prah Acary Hem Chicu Jolannano,

- o o
Prah Acary Chhim Soum Saddhammappanno.
Prah Acary Keam Doum Sobhanapandito,

o o —
Prahh Acary So llav Savaddhannano,
(v % ‘-J‘J____

Acary You Oun Ullarannano,

.. de -
Acary Ouk Chea Yajirannano,

Balat Ony Pang Khemako,
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Pralhh Munisumedha Sor's Chea Revato,

Prah Balat Khet To Thitasilo,
Prah Acary Mang.Neang Dhammakusalo,

Pralh Acary Me Pan Panditavaro,
Prah Azary Enn Pang Vma)asatth&
Prah Balat Hem Nhim Sundaro,

Messrs. Maha Them, Hong Chhea, Nget Him, Bou Po
You, Ouk Sen, Ham Heng, Kim Au, Nuong Duong,

Seh Chhun, and Ouch Ros,

3. The zeal and example of the Monks

The growth of Buddhism in Cambodia has fol-
a . . 8, o
lowed along orthodox lines of doctrine and discipline

and at the present time our country enjoys an enviable
reputation for the sanctity of its monks and their devo-
tion to Buddbist observances. These monks, both Bhikhus
and Samaneras of the Mahanikay and the Dhammayuth
Orders, number 61,200 lLiving 1 2,520 monasteries.

4. The devotion of the Cambodian People

Cambodia 1s a Buddhist country and its inhabitants

believe firmly in Buddhism and follow the Buddha's
way of life.

On the ozcasion of the celebration of the 2,500t
Year of the Buddhist era, I bring this short study to
a close hy honorinf all those who have contributed to
the glory ol Buddhism 12 Cambodia up until the present
day : zealous Kings, hoiv mopks, devoled lavmen and
women. For 2,200 vcars, eversmice ’rah Sonalthera and
PPrah Uttaratthera brought the message of Buddha to this
land in the third centurys of the ])llddlllbl cra, Buddhism
has {lourished here. Mav its spuritual power continue to
teach us how Lo live 10 joy and harmony, with justice
and willv strength, following the high ideals of right
thinking and of right acting. May the growth of Duddhism
in the last hall of the Buddhist era bring to Cambodia
and to the whele world olory, prosperity, freedom ;md

contentment.
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