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PREFACE.

Theragatha or Pourings in verse of the Buddhist Bhikkhus,
forms one of the Fifteen Books of the Khuddakanikiva and is
now edited in Devanagari Characters in the series of Pali Publi-
cations undertaken by the University.!

The Theragatha i1s associated with another work named
the Therigatha, which has been already published in this series
and constitutes Text No: 4. The Bhikkhunis also uttered
in verse their reflections while they traversed the path, which
led them to the attainment of Arhatship. These two works
together have great value for us as showing the butlding up
of the personality of these men and women ot the Buddhist
Reformation. They also throw a flood of hght on the life and
atmosphere of the Samgha, which 1s one of the taree gems
( Ratanas ) of Buddhism.® In this Preface we shall speak of
the Theragatha alone, but the Reader 1s advised to read the
Preface of the Therigathid side by side to realise a complete
picture of Buddhist monasticism.

The Theragatha Collection contains Thirty-six groups ot
verses and these verses number 1n all 1279, cxcluding the Hiree
verses of the Introduction. The verses are said to be the
utterances of 264 Theras or Ilders. These verses are groupxed
into Nipatas, like Ekanipata, Dukanipata, ull they are made
to number upto the Satthika nipata, although this sequence
is not regular and we have noted down the absent Nipatas  at
the end of every Nipata. Further after the Satthika Nipata,

1 The aims and objects of this Series have been mentioned by
the Vice-Chancellor in his ‘ Foreword ' to the Ndanakatha, Page w—
Paragraphs 2-3.

2 Therigatha—published, 1937.

3 The other (wo Ratanas or gems bemng the Duddha and the
Dhamma.
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there is given the last Nipata, entitled the Mahanipata,
although in the Commentary of the Theragatha by Dham-
mapala, this Nipata is designated as the Sattatinipata. This
last covers 71 Gathas and constitutes the utterance of one
Bhikkhu, Vamgisa ( No. 264 ). At the end of the Theragatha
it is said that the number of the Elders or Theras in this
work comes up to 264,! while the number of verses uttered
by them works up to 1360. The difference in the total
number of verses as mentioned in the Text a! the end of this
work and the one, we have arrived at works up to 81.° This
shows that this work bears the stamp of incompleteness and
can be accounted for by remarking that very many of the
verses may have been lost till the work was finally committed
to writing. Winternitz mentions 107 poems with 1,279
stanzas.” He does not, however, note down the difference
in the total number of verses. These gathas are ascribed by
tradition to certain Theras. This tradition i1s guaranteed by
Paramatthadipani, the commentary written by Dhammapala,’
since he narrates the life-history of each of these Theras.
‘These narratives may have been fashioned out of the verses
themselves or purely invented and have been described as
“ entirely unauthentic ”’, neither is the tradition of the names
of the Theras, as the authors of the verses, on the whole,

—_ e

1 This number of Bhikkhus i1s according to the concluding verses
of the Theragatha. Mrs. Rhys Davids, however, regards 37fq HA (197,
x¥e ) PRFAS ((99¢, 13¢), AMAAIT ( ¥, X2 ) T,
(99%, ¥ ) and 3Fd ( LR ) as duplicates and, according to her

the total number of Theras is 259. ¢ Psalms of the Brethren’, Introduc-
tion P. XXVII.

2 1360 according to the concluding vers2s—1279 = 8l.
3 Winternitz, History, Vol. 11, Page 101.

4 The commentary may have been composed probably in the 5th
Century A. D.
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trustworthy.! The monks, who ascribed the verses to certain
Theras knew little of the real composers of the songs. The
question of the reliability of the Commentary and its value has
been very well discussed by Mrs. Rhys Davids in her Intro-
duction to the Psalms of the Brethren.” If we find in Dham-
mapala ° historico-scientific-defects, ' it is no use ‘to girt at
him for lacking anything so new-born in ourselves.” The
Anthology 1s a collection containing an early nucleus with
later accretions. The Samgha during its organisation and
continuance for over forty years since its start by the Mlaster,
and during the next two or three Centuries continued to
develop ; and with this development doubtless did the stock
of gathas grow, so that at the Council of Patna the whole
stock underwent revision and selection.! Further accretions
may have been made before the time when the Pitakas were
committed to writing.”> The great bulk of the poems, how-
ever, are relatively early as could be seen by both the doctrine
and diction of them. Following this line of thinking Mrs. Rhys
Davids is less ‘Sceptically’ inclined and remarks ‘that a
wholesale and indiscriminating scepticism as to the historical
reality of the men and women whose names are attached to
these poems 1s f0o casy.’® By using discrimination she sees
“our cluster of Theras in a perspective like that of a Renais-
sance painter’s aerial gallery.’” She thus defends the presentas
tion of the ‘psalms’ in their ‘Nature and historical sctting
and discovers the utility of the Commentary in varying degrees,
The verses, according to the tradition, form the work ot many

Wintermitz, History, Vol. 11, Page 101.

Introduction to the Psalins—DPape xx.

Introduction to the Psalms—Pagre xxi.

Introduction to the Psalims—Page xxi1, (Summed up ; not quoted.

5 AEAad (o5 ) Atera (157

6 Introduction to the Psalms—DPage xxin (Summed up;  not
quoted ).

|
Z
3
4



1v

authors and these authors may be monks and nuns as well.
It can not be the product of one brain.* If the same phrases
frequently recur and the tone of the verses is ‘Uniform’ in many
respects, it proves only the stamp of the ‘Buddhist mind.™
Very many of the Theras were, no doubt, men of acknowledged
culture and they did preach not only to lay men and women,
but also to Bhikkhus as well and did expound on various
occasions,® the essential and subtler facts of human life and
experience. The Gathas are thus, in majority of cases, the out-
ward expression of the intensity of feeling and ‘serene joy of
emancipation.” Some of the Gathas show the contemplation
of the attainment of emancipation, while some reveal the
sublime nature of the Dhamma and some are purely interroga-
tory.* Most of the Gathas were uttered after the attainment
of Arhatship by those who took a survey of the path that had
been trodden and in that moment gave expression to the
intensity of feeling. There are others, however, who were not
themselves composers, but who could express themselves n
terms of verses of those, who had, on a former occasion,
composed these verses under similar circumstances. This
accounts for the same verses, being uttered by different Theras
and the stereotyped method of expressing one’s experiences by
the employment of the same phrases, refrains and even lines.
There were, however, talented Theras, who did not only feel
an imperative need of articulate self-expression but who had
been able to devote themselves outright to the cultivation of
the Art of verbal self-expression.” Talaputa’s pourings, for

——

1 Winternitz, History, Vol. 1I, Page 101—Neumann refuted.
2 Winternitz, History, Vol. 11. Page 102.

3 Bhikkhus like Sariputta, ( 2'4% ), Moggallafia, ( X§3 ), Maha-
kassapa ( <% 9 ) : Punna, the Son of Mantani ( -1 )
4 Paramatthadipani ( Stmon Hewavitarne Bequest }—edition 1918,

Prefatory Note—Page iil.
5 Introduction to the Psalms—Page xli ( Summed up ; not quoted ).
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example, breathe in that feeling, which is conceivable only as
the growth of a culture that has won i1ts way through much
suffering. This whole 1s summed up by Mrs. Rhys Davids
thus: “ Our monachistic Theras sought out Nature as much
because they were poets and children of Nature as because
they were Arhats. They present a unique blend of religious
maturity, primeval shyness, and @sthetic sensitiveness. "
Mrs. Rhys Davids is further quite right in assuming that “some
conjuncture of notable experience and responsive internal
development, recipient and synergic, has supervened, and for
a brief space the rhythm of being becomes rhythmically arti-
culate.””® They then burst into a rhythmic Udana, “a breath-
ing forth’ of their deep emotion. We have thought 1t better to

retain the term ' pourings In verse’, rather than the term
‘Psalms.’ It will be easy to see why this wourk as much as
the Therigatha should have attracted the attention and scholar-
ship of European scholars, who have produced hiterature on
these two collections.’

As for the Chronology of the Theragiathd, the question can
be decided with a certain degree of approximation, What-
ever may have been the dates of the mdividual Texts of the
Tipitaka they can be fixed between the " upper lhinit * and the
"lower limit ".* The former includes the period of 45 vears of
the Master, after his enlightenment ; while the latter mayv be
brought down to the 5 Cen. of the Christian kra, during wihiach
scholars like Buddhadatta, Buddhaghosa and Dhammapala
completed Pali Literature. Another landmark in this chrono-
logy is the reign of the king Vattagamani Abhaya of Ceylon,
during which Pal  canon, was, according to tradition,

1 Introduction to the Psalms—Page xli.

2 Introduction to the Psalms—DPage xli.

3 B.C. Law—A [listory of Pali Literature—Vol. 1, Papes 261 260,

4 B. C. Law, A Iistory of Pali Literature —Vol. 1, Page 11, the
whole para.
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committed to writing in the first Cen. B. C. The truth ot
this tradition can be substantiated by facts and by internal
evidence from the Milinda Panha, a work of the First Cen.
A. D. These and other proofs of sculptural and monumental
inscriptions, and epithets like ~ Bhanaka, Suttantika, Petaki,
Pancanekayika’ point to the fact that * before the 2nd Cen.
B. C. therc was already a collection of Buddhist Texts, which
was called ‘ Pitakas’ and was divided into " Nikayas’.! The
Khuddakanikaya, comprises the Theragatha. This Nikaya
consists of fifteen books as enumerated according to the list of
the Majjhimabhanaka ; while the Dighabhanaka mentions only
twelve. From this and other considerations it 1s also contented
that the Khuddakapatha was a compilation made in Ceylon
and was accorded a place among the books of the Khuddakani-
kava either imimediately before the commitment of the Pali
Canon to writing during the reign of king Vattagamani or
even after that although before the time of Buddhaghosa.®
According to Dhamimapala many Theras lhived later than the
first great Council (Samgiti). Names of Tekicchakari,
Vitasoka and Ekavihariya are mentioned. The first lived in the
reign of Asoka’s father; while the other two were Asoka’s
brothers. Their verses very likely, may have been incorporated
in the Anthology at the Third Samgiti at Pataliputta.’ Sabba-
kama Thera, who presided at the second Buddhist Council in
the city of Vesali has contributed his share to the Theragatha.®
Again Dr. Winternitz mentions verses belonging to the later
strata of Buddhist poetry and thought.” He further draws
our attention to the Githias of Parapariya Thera (257, verses

1 Winternitz, History—Vol. 11, Page 17, consult the whole para.
2 B.C. Law, History—Vol. I, Page 34, the whole para in general.
3 Introduction to the Psalms—Page xxi.

4 Paramatthadipani (S. Hewavitarne Bequest) edition 1918, Prefa-
torv Note—Page 11i.
5 Winternitz, Hislory—Vol, 11, Page 110,
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923-951 ) and of Phussa Thera ( 258, verses 952-983 ). Herein

they speak of the decay of the religion and the state
described therein may have reference to centuries after the
founding of the order and * after the time of Asoka.”! From
this, he concludes that the Gathas were not already collected
and carefully preserved during Gotoma’s lifetime and soberly
fixed soon after his death.© They must have been finally fixed
when the Pacchima Kala ( verses 980 ) had set in.®* This time.
therefore, may have been somewhere between the third Cen.

B.C.and 1 Cen. B. C.A

After these general considerations, we turn to the collection
of the Theragatha for a rather detailed examination. In the
first place Nrs. Khys Davids points out the difference 1.
idiom, sentiment and tone between the Theragatha and the
Therigatha. In the latter *a personal note’ is very frequently
struck : and one hears more of the ‘inner experience’. In the
Theragatha, on the other hand, there is mention of external
experiences. In the monks’ songs descriptions of Nature
predominate, while in those of the nuns pictures of hte
prevail.” To understand the real significance of the Thera-
gatha, however, we must understand the Introductory verses ot
this Collection. ' Listen to the Gathas encompassing the selt
( Attupanayika ) of those, who are grounded in self."  The
Theras, carrying on Vipassana ( Panna) attained to the ideal of

1 Winternitz, Iistory—Vol, 11, Page 110.

2 Winternitz, History—Vol. 11, Page 111.

3 The actual line is: [a%7F fagaiaa = faaive af<=y o
( Page 110).

4  Most of the stories that are given in the Theragatha Commentary
are found in the same form, but i ditferent style ot Lanpuage i the
commentaries to the Anguttaranikaya, Dhammapada and Apadima. So
many verses are repeated in the Theragatha. The Atthakathas are old.

5 Winternitz, {history—Vol. T, Page 102,

6 The actual line is: AT AN4ATN 04T TFTANTFT |
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the Immortal Place (Nibbana) and having put anend of their
self and reflecting on the various stages of the path, trodden
hy them, expressed themselves. If we realise the meaning of
Attupanayika, it covered the whole of their life—consisting of
material life and inner experience as the result of selt-introspec-
tionn Before the Theras embraced a life of houselessness,
they lived in their own houses, surroundings, atmosphere—in
this world. But when, owing to the happening of an incident
during their life, they left their own home, they lived in the
Samgha and being self-grounded, had to face various incidents
in their new life, had a varied experience and they built up therr
personality on this rock-bed of experience and introspection
and thus there is recorded in this Collection, howsoever imper-
fectly, both the experiences of these 264 Bhikkhus! Mrs. Khys
Davids has given us this analysis:—External Experience in the
case of 114 Theras:; Internal Experience in the case of 141
Theras and Mixed Experience in the case of 9'. Further out
of 264 Bhikkhus she has grouped their pourings as under :——
Homilies : 46 ; External Experience : 114 ; Internal Experience:
95; and mixed: 9. In building up their personality, they
developed various good qualities, removed many evil ones, in
spite of odds showed their mettle, pluck and stuff, became fully
alive to the tremendous power that they acquired, got out of
their narrow groove of stagnant and static life, widened their out-
look and liberalised their vision, faced temptations and conquered
then’. This new personality emerged out of the ashes of their
old slough—-consisting of ignorance and bigotry, intolerance, pride
and 1nfatuation, love for luxury and craving of sensual pleasures—

1-2 Introduction to the Psalms: Pages xxxii—xxxiii.

3 Take the following stories as types:— Hgl%qff"i ("’\“\“\)
e, (R49)  gREEE ((Ry)  #@gaEr (R3%)
gild (¥R ), drgz (7).
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in fact, everything that cramped their growth ethical, mental,
Intellectual and emotional. Further this personality was built on
the Three-fold essentials of Seela, Samadhi and Panna. The
whole beauty of their life in association, in Saingha, was that they
were given full scope, and opportunity in this new world of theirs
to develop these three essentials with a view to prepare them
to carry out the great programme of social, moral and spiritual
regeneration of the land, based on equality of castes and the
doctrine of Kamma rather than the doctrine of birthright. The
Master wanted to prepare a band of faithful and devoted
band of Bhikkhus and Bhikkhunis and send them out
into the open world' to preach and teach, to regulate
and govern, to Infuse a new spirit and implication for
life, to develop nobler and universal qualities of Metta, Karuna,
Mudita and Upekkha,” and create a new world based on
equality, humanity, and brotherhood. Hence the necessity of
Monasteries or viharas, organised life with a distinctive dress
and the rules and regulations of the Vinaya Pitaka. The verses
in the Theragatha, if properly analysed and examined in detail
will reveal to us the above-mentioned fundamental ideas and
poi1nts.

If we grasp the points and considerations mentioned 1n

the last paragraph, we can easily explain the rich sententsous
vein of the verses of the Theragitha. ‘The Bhikkhus, m
their utterances speak of things of gencral import, moralise
and philosophise in the form a maxim or a sooth-saymng and

| 37y MFAE AME AAEl AgRAaRA™,  IgFRTAy,
SEAFFT, Hdr, feAd,  AAd AAGEE 1 2y
AR TR AfEEam AFAENN TRAIATAM AT TR
eI g ARl TER AR,

9  Known as the Brahmavihara (exalted states) e.g.

T WA, g, @A AT R
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hence the reading of these Gathas refreshes the spirit of the
Reader, as he reads these verses of wisdom and recorded expe-
rience. (Vide : EnclosurelI).! They are pithy, breathe in shrewd
commonsense, pointed, going home to the heart, setting the

mind a-thinking, and helping the reader to change his view and
create an outlook where there is none. They are so popular
that they are found in works Ilike the Dhammapada, the
Suttanipata, the Udana, the Digha and the Majjhimanikayas and
otler parts of Suttanta literature.

Another noticeable feature of the Theragatha is the love of
Nature and beautiful descriptions occurring in the work. On
the face of it, it seems somewhat puzzling as to how these
Bhikkhus, who had left their home for realising the emptiness
of phenomena and the attainment of the Nibbana, could have
shown such marvellous predilection for what 1s sublime and
orand in Nature ; but on a closer consideration, we see that
Nature helped them to concentrate and realise the essentials of
doctrines. The Bhikkhus were not sickly sentimental, nor
unnecessarily sombre and pessimistic. The capacity to appre-
ciate the grandeur, gorgeousness and majesty of Nature precludes
anv possibility of their being sentimental, sombre and pessimistic.
They were also neither croakers nor grumblers. When, there-
fore, they saw grand scenes of Nature, they burst into songs.
( Vide : Enclosure II) Dr. Winternitz remarks, “sure enough, in
the " Songs of the Elders,” the charming descriptions of Nature
are largely instrumental i making many of these religious
poems real gems of Indian lyric poetry . In the midst of
forest and mountain scenery the Bhildkhu pursues his meditation :
and even when thunder rolls and rains pour down, the liberated
Bhikkhu sits in bliss. " Even the saint, who is indifferent to
pleasure and pam, does not refrain from describing the

——
.o — -

1 It is not possible to give all here. Some of them are reproduced
in Enclosure 1.
2 Winternitz, History. Vol. 1I, Page 106.
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spring’’! Dr. Winternitz traces this liking for Nature on the
part of the Bhikkhu, who has embraced a life of houselessness,
as a prominent feature of Indian poetry and mentions the
Ramayana in this connection °. Mrs. Rhys Davids, however,
sees the Buddhist as striking ‘a more intimate note'.*> She
quotes lines from the Theragatha and remarks, " such lines as
these and many more, simply as word-music, we may place

without hesitation beside any passage of Keats and Shelley’.*

Buddha's monastic order was absolutely a distinctive fea-
ture although it may not have been new creation. Separation
from the world, in the solitary existence of a hermit or ascetic or
in regulated societies had been a characteristic feature of Indian
Life. The basis of Gotama’s religious systemy had, however,
been Monastic Rule and Self-discipline and this, according to
him, was the sole way of religious attainment. Further, what
differentiated Buddha’'s Samgha from 1its predecessor was the
removal of all distinctions of caste. Membership of the order
was open to all from the highest to the lowest, without distinc-
tion of race or birth . No distinction or priority of caste was
ever recognised in Buddhism.” The doors of Immortality
were thrown open to all—in fact to those, who had ¢wrs to
listen.” It was the greatest experimeat of democracy i reli-
gion tried by Gotama 1n his days. Men, women and children,
recruited from all strata of society rallied round the standard of
the Master, cheerfully submitted themselves to the vow of

Winternitz, History, Vol. 11, Page 107.
Winternitz, History, Vol. 11, Page 106.
Introduction to the Psalms—Iagre xxxvu—Note.

R

1 Introduction to the Psalms—Page xxxvi.  Her apprecration of
the Bhikkhus as Poets of Nature s really very stimulating  and
convincing.

0 Encyclopeedia  of Religion and  [Sthies—Ed, Hasting, Vol, 8
(Monastucism) ¢ Buddhist "—Page 797.
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poverty, to the relinquishment of individual possession of
worldly goods and sought a life of renunciation and strenuous
pursuit of the highest aim.! Thus a brotherhood of religious
aspirants was formed and Gotama’s own splendid and inspiring
example drew members to this Brotherhood from people, not
only from status and position, but from all ranks and grades. A
mere analysis of the social standing of the Theras would be
interesting and instructive. They belong to various classes like
the Brahmins, (113 Theras) ; Khattiyas (60) ; owners and cultiva-
tors (7); Burgesses (53); craftsmen etc. (9); actor (1) Pariahs,
labourers etc. (10); lllegitimate sons of Kings etc. (3) and sons
of lay-adherents (3). This classification is based on the number
of Theras being 259.° Mrs. Rhys Davids presents this analysis to
disprove the view that ‘Buddhism, at its inception, had but little
power to draw to itself the lowly, the wretched, and the suffer-
ing’.’ Buddhism further appealed to the fair sex, can be proved
from the very existence of the Therigatha. Buddhism also ap-
pealed to the young.* “In contrast to the Brahmin ordinance which
prescribed a retreat to a recluse’'s career for the declining years
of life, the Samgha welcomed the young”.® It is pointed out
that the childlike diction and ideas of the words put into their
mouth are worthy of note.  The author of the ‘Psalms of the
Brethren’, says, ‘"Hence the verses support the legend of the
Commentary, and strengthen our belief in the faithfulness of
the prose tradition which saw, in its greater founder not only

- — o —

1 Remember the beautiful story of GGqT& as given in the Majjhima-

nikaya(Majhima Pannasaka). He tells his father to throw all the riches
and wealth shown to him (Ratthpala) into the Ganges !

2 Introduction to the Psalms: Page xxviii.

3 Mrs. Rhys Davids mentions Oldenberg, Buddha, P. 180 and Note

4 M (3R%) @igg (ve) ®@ars (&0 ) @as, (33,
2% ) a9 (R3% ).

o Introduction to the Psalms, Pages xxx—xxxi.
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a mind of consummate wisdom, but a heart filled with tender
compassion, strong and willing to save even those little ones'.!
It goes to confirm the Divine saying “‘Suffer mic fo come to
the little children, for of such too is my kingdom that is within
you.”’”

The doctrines that are found in the Collection are, in fact.
the same as occwring in the Therigathd. The four Noble
Trutns and the Ideal of Nirviana are found every now and then.
" Tisso Vijja Anuppattd, Katam Buddhassa Siasanam ', is the
burthen that 1s met with practically throughout these verses.
The three knowledges (Vijjas) aim at the attainment! of extreme
peace of mind, by the utter extinction of passion, hatred and
1llusion. Sensual pleasures are condemned in no unmistakable
terms.  Craving for existence’ is required to be destroyed,
round of birth and death 1s ended and there is no further
existence beyond. ** Plain living is emphasizcd on with four or
five morsels of food and a cup of water,” and expresses the
ideas of ‘ Phasu-vihara’ or easy life.  ( Verse No. 986 ).

The highest ideal is that of Arhatship. When o Bhikkhu
entered the Samgha, he was placed under the tutelage of an
Acariya. Ile observed, faithfully the rule of hte and  grasped
the principles and significance of rules that were preseribed
for him. Bhikkhus were given instructions i the cightfold
path, the real nature of sensual pleasures. the Asubha Bhavana
(foulness of matter), the seven factories of enlightenment, lessons
in meditation, the real nature of five groups and spheres of
consciousness, the six Abbinnas, the powers ol performing
miracles, the three Vijjas (knowledges), studying the appear
ance and disappearance of clements of being, the five fetters
or Nivaranani, the four noble truths, the natwre of Avyja, the
destruction of the craving for existence,  seela, its nature
and perfume;  the destruction of floods, knots and  con
ceit ; Vimokkha (another name for the Nibbana ) cognisable

1-2  Introduction to the Psalins, PPage xXx—xxxi.
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as unconditioned and through the realisation of the emptiness
of phenomena (suiinato) ; neither the five groups nor elements
of being conslituting the soul; eight vimokkhas, emancipation
both ways (ubhato), four-fold vipallas, three-fold metta-
kamma, ceto parinnanana (knowledge of reading the
thoughts of others); the thirty-two signs of greatness (maha-
purisa lakkhanani ); Dhutangani—all these and others are
mentioned and are deemoed necessary to attain to the ideal of
the Nibbana. The latter is looked at hoth as a negative aspect
and a positive one; evidence of its being positive in aspect 1s
complete in the Theravatha—it is the highest peace; the
most secure resort; insight, happiness, coolness, calmness.
These doctrines are intended to bring cut a moral development,
in  the Bhikkhu and virtues like selt-restraint, abstinence,
contentiment, patience, celibacy or chastity, humility, benevolence,
liberality, reverence, gratitude, toleration, veracity or truth,
righteousness, the four Brahmaviharas—these, though common
to other books of the Suttapitaka, arerepresented here as constitu-
Ung personal confessions or personal experiences. Bhikkhus
relate how they had to stand temptations and congitered them
(V. 270, 302, 462-4606). One Bhikkhu acknowledges the re-
alisation of truth through his mother, ( V. No. 338 argf:fri[, ) A
Bhikkhu consoles his mother that after all her son was not dead!
(71947, verse 47),  This Collection gives a rich crop of external
experiences, although description of the 1nner life of the
Bhikkhu 1s also not rare. Talaputa (No. 262 ) gives in a
soliloquy his yearnings— wrestlings with the Citia’ They
describe thenr spiritual conflicts, and unward aspirations. They
also simg then final attainment, cessation of toil, completed
imtrospective sanctification: “duty done ™. They realise how

1 &9 J0 ¥ UIi=a I g7 ST 9 e
A1g=7 & wqeq fzeq=dr #eq 9 «w@vg U ¢
2 Introduction to the Psalms—Page xlii. &£ FI0[H
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under diverse conditions and with diverse motives they left
their householders’ life and became free from the trammels
of their past state, also from the inconvenience, and from their
intolerable condition. Their keen sense of duty or culmination
of a developed or pre-fulfilled culture enabled them to undergo
necessary preparation and thus triumph over many tempta-
tions. They entered a new atmosphere, in which they found {ull
scope for development, struggle and unfoldment of personality.
They understood and realised the laws of the world, their origin,
their working, terrible havoc caused by the ignorance of the
laws, and they cut off the sources of suffering. With this new
eye of truth and new implication and interpretation of life, they
entered into a new world of action, active piety, active benevo-
lence and beneficence and in imitation of their Master and obeying
His behest, they carried on the work of imparting a message of
hope to suffering humanity.! From the Theragitha, it can be
conclusively proved that the Theras did serve the Society
and their life in the Samgha was a preparation to that effect.
It may not be ‘conscious’ with them, but it was so with the
Budhha, who founded the Samgha. The Master’s life was an
ideal before them.

Reference has already been made to the pithy sentences,
soothsayings and maxims, that are scattered throughout this
Collection. That is a prominent literary feature. Secondly,
the same verses, refrain, typical phrases, and enumerations,
are put into the songs of various Bhikkhus. There may have
been ready such collections of detached Gathas and they are
interspersed in this Collection, sometimes even loosely but
connected with the name of a Bhikkhu. It can be shown that
such disjointed Gathas can be taken out of the narrative, without
any break in the continuity. Thirdly, we can trace different
stages in the structure—‘a ballad, incipient drama, or a con-

A e oy S

1 *Preface’ to the Therigatha (Devanagari Edition of the Univer-
sity) Pages (vii-viii).
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running numbers to Theras so as to arrive at the total number
of 264. DBesides we have given the running number to the
utterances of a particular Bhikkhu and put the total number
of the utterances of that individual Bhikkhu i bracket to the
right of the name into brackets. This facilitates checking of
verses 1n a particular Nipdta as given in the Uddana. Further
the process of abridgement of repeated verses in the Theragatha
followed by the editors of the P. T. 5. has been, many a time,
puzzling and misleading to the reader and students of Pali. We
have, thercfore, filled ali those gaps by repeating the lines along
with every verse, or giving the word in the beginning and in the
end, and have used the letter " pe’. To give an example we refer
to the uiterances of Malunkyaputta ( Bhikkhu No. 252 ) and
constituting verses 797- 820 of owr edition; and 7942817 of the
P. T.S. The Pah student finds it difficult to follow the hints of
the editors, for examyple, in connection with verses 79 1-795. We
have, therefore, constructed both the verses supplying the gaps
and reproducing the two verses—separately and clearly marking
them with proper number. We have used the Comma ()
freely to show the process of sandhi and indicate such other
changes and implications as are detailed in the first publication
of this series viz.,, The Nidanakatha (Preface, Pages 1X-X).
Free use of Parasavanna 1.e. using the coiresponding nasal and
not the Pali niggahita 1s another feature of the books published
1in this Series.  Introduction of bold type in the case of subiects
and propar names, topics and technical words has been adhered
to. I<aclosures are given to the Preface, showing the Subhdsi-
tani, detalled reference and in some cases reproduction of verses,
describing Nature and her varied scenes and puzzles or Kuta-
cathas.  Detalled list of Theras and the number of verses
uttered by each have been given. Inthe end Theras and their
serial number with the number of Gathas uttered by each,
have been alphabetically arranged by my students and thus a

nice Index has been added. No efforts, in short, have been
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spared to make the Text as useful as possible to the Pali student,
for whom this Series has been started by this University.

Our thanks are due to my student Mr. Gangiji Velji Khimiji
Shah, (an M. A. Student) who, at a considerable sacrifice
of time and energy, wrote down a fair MSS. in the Devanagari
of the Theragatha and who sat with me for hours together
while editing the Text and reading and comparing different
‘Texts and correcting the proofs. He further helped me in
getting the Text through the Press, by making the Press
Management to expedite the work after the submission of
corrected proofs. All this he did for his love of work and the
cause of Pali scholarship. I am also equally obliged to Mr.
( now Prof.) R. K. Acharya, of the Baroda College, who helped
me In editing the MSS. and who wanted to add short notes
of philological nature, culled from the Commentary on the
Theragatha, to illustrate the meanings of words, occurring in
the Text, but owing to the incompleteness of the Singhalese
Commentary, which covers only 1-14 Nipatas of the whole
Text, his notes, to our regret, could not be incorporated in this
edition. We greatly appreciate the help rendered by Messrs.
Gangji Velji Shah and B. G. Gokhale in preparing Index to this
work. The Management of the Karnatak Printing Press, in the
end, deserves our sincere thanks for prompt and efficient work.

In conclusion, we are glad to mention that other Professors

of Pali have come forward to co-operate with the University
by offering their honorary services and submitting their MSS
of other Texts for inclusion in this Series. Prof. R. D. Vadekar
“vill be soon adding the ‘Milinda Paiiha’ to this series. It is
also a matter of satisfaction that this activity of the University
has been widely appreciated by Pali Scholars from Bengal and
Pali Professors and Scholars in other parts of India as well.

Sugata Nidhana, ) )
Khar, Bombay, ¢ N. K. BHAGWAT,

August, 1939 J
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not fifteenth. —Editor



RI%

§9Y

q&G-{=drar
[ 30 ]
RBE IEARISSAT 99 ( 2)

“ gg et gftT g e azrRE

fagrmt 2fadt 9eAl, AgTT g4y 19 0
g I A e gyfaRees |

Aft A5 aged gd QIaERd 1%
(& FEAF qId9 J9T AN IHAY |

Uq GRAf G997 I3 754 FEARI 0 3 1

‘@R g AR I 93 Tl )

wq Rl 3, mnﬂﬁﬁ‘gftm Al

{¢o—%¢] ‘T TFW TF@IR gn...T0...... EgiEaT 1Y |
‘g R ST 97 &o . EEE 0 g
$¢x FEUGEE A A0 HITTSSN I%Wﬁ?@‘ﬁ'

3¢

A

ARSI W FFER AT FqST 0 v
T za! [@al, T=37) gIRTer |

Sl @ied 99g 86 (v, | 98 ) 3aM T |
QT qREGr FTE, g9 81 AESEr Uoe |

Igdl 99! g = s qraE |
gdigia s sfragr qfysfsar o -



<% ER'T"Q]T [ tcW—Vvoo

SeY  SIgEdl HATA MR SRR | |
FOTHA! HIET FFAET=IRA &I U e )
¢ ec§—S ¢y FRATAFAZE... 0., ( verses ¥§—¥y )
AT N 33-9Rr Nl
fee—ic¢’ ATMARM... 9o . .( verses §o{—¢ 9o ) EIHAI
qfeegar@’” 1 93-9% Ul
ke qRET...To...... (verse § o) dT=fa @ggar 19ul

$%9 PR AT AT SRITEAI MR |
gt A e A, & A aeEEAarid” no9e

RR9 IFM 9/ (R )
TR ngma mg:;: 73 qaAred )
TNIAH q¥EqY O creﬁ GRS
£%3  J {FEqr AqEqied, =9 TR IR |
zal fo q awegf~a’ 2@ A At gd | ¢ 1
iy  GEEAFAArd T4 FEFAAUAT |
FAE MFad AU Hgq 1 9% 1
(Y g F rEeaEN 9 (S ATt |A'SH Tgad |
NG AREIEE FEAET A | Re |
(¢ Art O Frafremts, a 2 g w0fa | )
qIE IR 9 qiET ArTE" d 39 0 k9
(v R 9 TIEsHE FTU ANTES o T |
GEIEedl TeFE, SAFaEaZeadr Il kR |
$%¢ O I QO 55, R graReer |
JERETSD, GAEM!, ALl qeg grater i k3

&% gl AP rEqIENdr ISHd gaAIEar |
=3 gArRar A, fEar A gt noy

woo @I FAIfEA AT M, WAAT T THIRT |
o @IAT ART, TN AREE 3T 0 *Y 0



vo§—voy S ICASIG N LG <\

90 WA NS, AN T YA |
qAA’=3RA Sg! g qiE@sg 1 ¢
so%  HYINMR'Y 4 GwE S@E I |
Aq J'T T3 AArRAT TSR 1 R
sey  Jq1 7 ITF Fd qos{TE: g |
Arqferqfy aiga gRT=d gaE 1 3¢
so¢ AT q I+ A &) I MU |
APYRTIIY S A TH J9T 0 RS
so's  HRIFH (G MR 99FR[ |
FFRG ¥ T=qg, ‘ A=Tarh og=m o 2o o
soi  eqEAry ([ASSTQAT Iqw HsAfe Zfaar |
[fsaegfa Ag@ET ART AR a0 29 0
soyw  HGUAN FAEr diaAe swEar |

gO a8 a1 qRMETEd amara” uoiko
SERCEAC IEEIS
FI0TSHT 9 I 9 OO § T Ak
arzatz et mar g 9 &g ard
qia-tar gt

)

* In sequence there should have been 17th, 18th and 19th
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1 The absence of fg%& makes the number of Bhikkhus
Nine, but the Theras mentioned in the Uddana are Ten. [=a35d,
therefore, must be taken as standing for 37d%<, since he possessed
the divine power of sight. Editor.

2. The total number of verses in this vagga comes to 244
and not 245 as mentioned in the Uddana.
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* In sequence there should have been 21-29 Nipatas; bt;{,
in all available editions, the next Nipata is stated to be 30th!
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* According to the numbering we have followed, the number
of verses in this Nipata comes up to 40 and 7ot 42 as mentioned
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— Editor.
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