P 0y e e LN AL R T

CRE R R PR

Golden Pagoda Buddhist Temple 10th Anniversary Souvenir Magazine
NEW DISCOVERIES ON
THE THRESHOLD OF ENLIGHTENMENT




PEIEFRESF T RAF 2451
flx I .il III |Ll'“'“- y

Golden Pacgoda Buddhist Temple T0th Anniversary Souvenir Magazine
N W LR
THE THRESHE
1992-201)2




f#))'IBH& Kushinagara

AN N R D g U AT

% 1 i il

LAVSLSIY

New Discoveries On
The Threshold Of Enlightenment

LA S ¢ hief b ditor
HilM  Ven Shy Fa Zhao
RS ydior
w5 Clayre Tu
WK Jason Chiew
' LML Chincse Copywriters
S  Clae Tu
AKH Simon Wong
MB € Zhong Yan Fer
¥ LML  English Copywnriters
B Ven Shi Pu Run
MW Jason Chiew
NEB] Simon Wong
ST B ditorial Assistant
HBIE Tu Yun Ju
X RV2Z Graphic Designer
WZH  Frankic Chew
¥ L Hiu Joon Boon
{&¥>  Photographers
W Larry Chee
WZH  Frankic Chew
EB¥l X Hiu Joon Boon
iR D ICESP I Acting Publishing Manager
RifE Kathenne Boh
Fr RSN sndminisiration Manager
WhH Kelly Low
22 Accounts Manager
RA&W Dassy Npa
(% Colour Scparation
the  shop pte hd
HIS!  Printced By
IRk IR 2 o]  International Press SoftCom Limited
W™ Publisher
& bk oY 20

Golden Pagoda Buddhist Temple
798 Tampincs Road. Singapore S18475
Tel: (65) 65820988 Fax: (65) 65813R10/(65)658230K8K
Wedsite: www.goldenpagoda.org. sg

I' mail: goldenwstarhub.nct sg

vaidurya{dsingncl.com.sg
2002 9 8 1) WA Published August 2002
IssN: 0219-7294

uoqiyx3 seinsea.] isiyppng bujueyous WP B F W 200NN



O BHERNE EHHS

¥0]
=

Treasuring Faith

It is with great honour that [ have the opportunity to play a small part in this Enchanting
Buddhist Treasures Exhibition.

To non-Buddhists, [ hope this Exhibition provides glimpse of the richness and sophistication
of Buddhist culture and aesthetics. It is easy to see a religion through the eyes of art as it often
overlaps with its esoteric aspect. For obvious reasons, the two areas have tremendous impact on
each other. However, one can still easily appreciate the art alone, if one chooses to ignore the
religious significance of the relics and artefacts.

As for Buddhists of different traditions, we are most fortunate to be able to witness these
Buddha’s relics unearthed from Myanmar, which follows the Therevada tradition. Buddha once
said that seeing his relics is like seeing him, and doing so is tantamount to achieving
enlightenment. Buddha’s relics represent his eternal body, and allow us a chance to take the path
to his pure land. I hope this Exhibition can be more than just a cultural experience for you, to
perhaps even start you on a journey that may just lead you to the threshold of Enlightenment,

With regards to the authenticity of Buddha’s Sacred Tooth Relics, there is really no
indisputable way to determine its true nature. However, as far as most venerables are concerned,
there 1s only one way: by having great faith.

As with other religions, great leaps of faith are what will determine the true nature of
events and make things happen. Ven. Shi Fazhao, Abbot of Golden Pagoda Buddhist Temple
(GPBT) simply puts, If you truly believe what you are witnessing are Buddha’s Sacred Tooth
Relics, then there is no dispute about that. However, if you do not believe 1t is true to begin
with, there’s really no point to persuade you to think otherwise. In Buddhism, conventional
truths exist only in our own minds.

It can be argued that Buddhist art and culture elegantly communicate symbolism and
meaning which enable us to return to our true self. Thus, included in this souvenir magazine is a
section featuring Ven. Shi Fazhao's private collection of Buddhist artefacts, some of which have
been with him for more than 20 years.

| am very happy to rejoice with GPBT’s immense merits to allow for its attempt to convey
the vastness of Buddhism through this Enchanting Buddhist Treasures Exhibition.

\j ol
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Jason Chiew
Editor (English Section)



WoUEBE A 1 pf I

SR G R R 1 AV SO R U BNG R SR L AR LR TR S S [ AT AP 415, $7X
BERE VU T Bl ok f (e i SRS LI L. A AR B A VIl RIN(ESE O Y &
W b e BEsld i IS P& K LS P ®0 Yo H - gpED:

FHM . KT B S). PlE, M2, JROVEM Fti Yol ik, &Lit (19

I Al e o PG R T 5, ot KB FtE ik S S Y

X F®S M ppr] s, A 85T, (GRME LI 7RO, (B4 L0 |-,
CRME MM S B CRRLY REALTY it ~wWmAcm f). W W, W Wik
. WALt &, WU ORI S, W AW T REH. MW & (.
Wk e, BUERPEMLE Y IIE, (EREIE R MEN PR e B8 LRI, B S
FEAR (e o Cvb, M B R CE ROl B, R (EIRAL.

B ek FIN S S ERROMI L. S A TMWREGER. sl AR A LM
SO E b . B AR ok ik YRR UL N - Lol i . A el LANG e DR UL 1. OF o't fi
ARSI R ST IR SIRARE I & { A A%

WA RHH . K. BRI k. XU Y. Z ARG 0. MIEIERINMU
FICLRM AR ie. DM N RIS L. LM LG A IICAN L MY iR ety IR
RAICEL RPN C M, MUHIRGY T 1007 20007, MpE 0y & 1 i, Sosh & RNAIK MY 3
Lo, G b, st O E.C. MmO rveas i ikth., - -fit. -uF -84 Al
ol r

CRE DM - AR 2ty IR, 1A it S Ry o ® -
WE. AN Y S MTERICOCmE IR R Fsiidoak, AP E FIKRE ¥ I
O RIEE N DO 165 L

LR, -MUR IR CUIRM AL . ROFR MG TmPEM ik, AR 93 A
BEn@d . RS CobR(r b, PN JRRNOaE oAk Swlic 7
AN ERie, A BN R b L

Ao

PN S SRy IR &R
LR R il
%&by

uoniqiyx3 sesnseas| 1siyppng bunueyouy PWR B EF I HF W 200 1 H



EE 0 DERE R

Minister of State for
Prime Minister’s Otfice &
Ministry of Community Development

and Sports

Mr. Chan Soo Sen

Message

I congratulate the Golden Pagoda Buddhist Temple on your 10th anniversary, and hope
you will have more good years ahead.

As part of your 10th anniversary celebration, you have organised the Enchanting Buddhist
treasures Exhibition. This Exhibition, which includes exhibits and relics from various countries
In our region, aims to showcase the history of Buddhism in Asia and South East Asia. Through
the many local characteristics of the exhibits which come from different countries, one can see
how Buddism achieves harmony with the local cultures. On the other hand, one can also see how
cultural differences do not alter the essential Buddhist teaching of compassion and kindness.

The Exhibition is of great interests and significance to the Buddhists. 1 hope Buddhists
could also invite non-Buddhist friends to visit the Exhibition, and explain the teachings and
tradition of Buddhism. It is through such sharing and mutual understanding that we can aim and
expect to build a stronger foundation of racial and religious harmony in Singapore. Racial and
religious harmony is in turn the foundation of our beloved Singapore.

| wish the Exhibition every success.

AN SO0 SEN
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Message by Ven. Shi Fazhao
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GOLDEN PAGODA
BUDDHIST TEMPLE

Welcome the Supreme Buddha’s Tooth Relics in Praise of Him

Golden Pagoda Buddhist Temple celebrates its 10™ year anniversary this year!

During this past decade, Golden Pagoda Buddhist Temple (GPBT) is grateful for the help
of Medicine Buddha and the Sangha community to develop and nurture a community of devotees.
Their help has been a great boon to the proper building of charitable organisations such as our
Metta Welfare Association. The propagation and spread of the Dharma has also helped enhance
the accessibility of education, art and culture to the needy. I owe the success of our efforts in the
past 10 years to the vows made by the Medicine Buddha.

In my life in GPBT, apart from delivering Dharma lessons and contributing to the
community, I have also been conducting pilgrimages to Myanmar. On behalf of GPBT’s devotees,
I have also been restoring monuments and contributing to Buddhist temples and remote villages
there.

In The Great Dharani Sutra, Buddha expounded on the benefits of safekeeping Buddha’s
relics and making offerings to them. He said by doing so, one would generate great merits and
gain many rebirths in Buddha's pure Tushita’s heaven. One would also not be reborn in the
lower realms so that one would always have a chance to receive teachings from the Dharma.

Based on this sutra, we can see for ourselves in real life the truth of the scripture. GPBT’s
pagoda restoration work in Myanmar has helped GPBT gain merits to organise this Enchaning
Buddhist Exhibition of New Discoveries on the Threshold of Enlightenment. Due to our merits,
we are also very fortunate to be the new custodian of one of Buddha’s tooth relics. It’s also due
to the collective merits of Singaporeans that has allowed for the exhibition to be held in Singapore.

I'am also very grateful for the fact that Singapore is a peaceful and harmonious country
that allows for the practice of different religions and cultures. It is this very reason why Buddhism
1s able to propagate and thrive in this multiracial lion city.

We also owe our gratitude to the various parties involved in Myanmar for the smooth
journey of Buddha’s sacred tooth relics and Buddha’s other sacred relics from Myanmar to
Singapore. I would like to thank the government of Myanmar, The Ministry of Religion, Ministry
of Arts and Culture, Ministry of Tourism and all the respective ministers of the Ministries for

their support and contributions.



I will also like to sincerely thank the tollowing from Myanmar: Ven. Bhaddanta Thuriya
and Ven. Bahddanta Nandavamsa from Myingyan Maha Bawdhi Tataung Monastery for their
help and support, Mr. U San Maung. manager of Myanmar Sn Asia Tourism Service Co. Pte.
Ltd.. for his contribution and research in Buddhist historical sites 1in Myanmar.

But most of all, I am especially grateful to Ven. U Settka Parla of Maha
Saddhammajotikadaja, the abbot of Bandulla Monastery in Mrauk-U for his devotion in protecting
Buddha’s sacred tooth relic when it was under his charge, and for his generosity 1n entrusting
the tooth relic to me. In return. | thank him sincerely from my heart with mindfulness of the
responsibility that I now have in order to safekeep and protect the tooth relic.

Other venerables whom [ would like to thank are my teachers: Ven. Somde)
PhraBuddhacharaya. Chief Abbot of Wat Srakes (Thailand), Ven. Shi Jing Xin (Taiwan), Ven.
Shi Jue Guang (Hong Kong).Ven. Shi Long Geng(Singapore) and all the other clders tor their
guidance and teachings.

I would like to thank Singapore Tourism Board for their full support. Special thanks also
go out to our co-organisers: Singapore Burmese Buddhist Temple. Ven. U Pannya Vamsa
Aggamahapandita, Aggamahasaddhammajotika (Chiet Abbot). and House of Destiny Arts and
Crafts.

To all members and volunteers of the exhibition’s working committee who have sacrificed
their sleep to make this possible, a special thank you to you. It is because of your hard work that
this exhibition can be made possible within 1'/, years.

According to Buddhist scriptures, the presence of relics symbolizes the presence ot
Buddha. It is the Asia’s fortune to have Buddha’s tooth relic residing in Asia. In connection to
this auspicious occasion. I would like to wish all devotees, great wisdom, good health, prospenty,
peace and harmony. in the hope of receiving Buddha's blessing in the presence of Buddha's
relics.

[ wish all humanity peacc and a bright future.

\ ‘;\?
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Golden Pagoda Buddhist Temple Abbot
Ven. Shi Fa Zhao
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Words of Admonition by
Abhidhajammaratthaguru,
Abhidhajaaggamahasadhammajotika,
Chairman of the State Sanghamahanayakc
Committee of the Union of Myanmar the Most

Ven. Bhaddanta Sobhita
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The Golden Pagoda Buddhist Temple of Singapore was founded by Mahasadhammajotikadhaja the
Most Ven. Shi Fazhao a disciple as well as a son of the Buddha. According to timeless teachings of the
Buddha, the Golden Pagoda Buddhist Temple was founded to cnable pcoples to pay homage to the Buddha
imagcs and statucs after the noble demise of the Buddha dedicating 10 well-being of peoples as well as to
the supremebliss of Nibbana.

Generous donation for missionary works 1in the Union of Myanmar

Mahasaddhammajotikadhaja the Most Ven. Shi Fazhao contributed a lot of generous donation and
supports for the missionary works such as renovation of Shwedagon Pagoda, Mahumuni Buddha Image.
ancient pagoda and temples in Bagan, Inlay Phayarni Pagoda, Kakku Pagoda in Taunggyi Township. Shan
State and other famous pagodas and temples throughout the Union of Myanmar.

The Pariyatti Sasana is the basic factor for the purification, perpetuation and propagation of the
three kinds of Sasana. For this purpose, the Most Ven, Shi Fazhao made gencrous donation for the members
of Sangha residing at Nikaya Monastery, Dagon Myothis Township(South) and also for the misstonary
works in Yangon and Mandalay.

Furthermore. the Buddha's sacred tooth relics and other relics from Bandoola Monastery, Myaukoo,
Rakkhine State and relics from Relics Chamber of Sasana Jotikayon Monastery, Myingyan, Mandalay
Division, the Union of Myanmar were conveyed to Singapore for being paid homage at the exhibition.

For contributing the Golden Pagoda Buddhist Temple's donations for missionary works in Myanmar.
Daw Hla Kyi, mother of Sri Asia Travel Co. and her family cooperated with the Most Ven.

[ sincerely urge Mahasadhammajotikadhaja the Most Ven. Shi Fazhao and his devotees to try best
for implementation of Theravada missionary works morc and more in future.

Wishing all of you be hcalthy and wealthy to carry out these noble tasks.
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Burmese Buddhist Temple

Venerable U Tilokasiri

93(eodgo0eS  coomaroiziadiel  eoEiofigeion  edod  gogp:d,
DR mgPeanmR:des  géeolcondfalisdadt  vzlecdgrnd  qed(ed
M6y g6 0pd(dce  NEPIRSiNEBAdN  [(Mmoqpd(sdeo  Nepgiea
QCBSGO‘)S Gcr.n:g:ecrysqp:rﬁ 805(:3@50}»:@3@0: @é:m: go:qp:eqqooé[c}@co
GM(S:(Y%FQIES:MGF)COO W:QOQ%%[E@GOG@CII

egempcaoepeo>d Ven. Shi Fa Zhao q.(_f mémg cgerqpé:em%gogoéqp:
S:c00C20p3 egempCi@l 00— @@G@om @@00}@88@ oq]c :0fojeodepd e
WH° mmcoﬁegcmqp 1§C GQIGUNC: YFIEEIED 0PRIIGPIN? eeEdVVAY
gocopd: 98¢ qUAEPBYCqpiay 3203 (BRS¢ o[mc0epds
|33, lecoaaqp 1GOOC O 9500090 8,303 86[0|c00 goqjé O GUIEAD
em:nggs@oogme@ 23.60706 6HEMPCIR0ICONEE aocpecrf)@ﬁ OO0 IO I
B26olC: 27600600 T emy: aonCa{oncigc  ooiefermgeed  a0ogesol
eloe: oSee:za&ﬂ:np_Sn

St

Venerable U Tilokasiri
Burmese Buddhist Temple



It is for the well-being of all beings that the Lord Buddha appeared in the world Those
who have a great opportumity to sce the Lord Buddha or hear the sound “Buddha™ or contemplate

on the virtues of the Lord Buddha are always blessed with peace and happiness.

[t is learnt that the Golden Pagoda Buddhist Temple exhibition commitiece members headed
by Ven. Shi Fa Zhao. the chiet abbot of GPBT are orgamizing an exhibition of the ancient Buddhist
cultural heritages such as Buddha's tooth, relics and Buddhist statues to commemorate therr
10th anniversary. and as such, many people will have a great opportuntty to see and pay their

devotional homage to the Lord Buddha and his disciple Arabants.

As a result. we would like to express our deep thanks to Ven. Shi Fa Zhao nitled
Mahasaddhammajotikadhaja, the cheit abbot of GPBT as well as his devotees., and rejovee n

their great noble meritorious deed.

Venerable U Tilokasir

Burmese Buddhist Temple
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Mimister of Ministry of Culture

H.E. U Tin Winn

Preface

Venerable Shi Fa Zhao s a4 tamous Buddhist abbot whose reputation s significant an
propagation and promotion of Buddhism in Asia. Among many of his propagation worhs, the
most prominent achievements are his gencrous donations of ¢ash tor the restoration and
reconstruction of ruined ancient Buddhist monuments. During his visit in Bagan area in 199X,
Ven. Shi Fa Zhao was impressed by the restoration and reconstruction of Buddhist monuments
conducted by the Department of Archacology, Ministry of Culture under the guidance of Semor
General Than Shwe, Chatrman of the State Peace and Development Council. Overwhelmed by
the sites of many ancient Buddhist monuments under renovaton, restoration and reconstruction,
Ven. Shi Fa Zhao generously donated cash tor the reconstruction of Pyat-that-gvi temple and
Pant-tha-ku Maharhte temple.

Afterwards Vencrable Shi Fa Zhao continued to donate cash tor the reconstruction and
restoration of temple no: 808, temple no: 820 and Maharhte brick monastery and Ordination
Hall inside Hsin-pyu-shin monastic complex Morcover, not only in ancient Bagan arca. Vencrable
Shi Fa Zhao has also donated cash tor the restoration and reconstruction of Mwetaw-Kakku
Pagoda complex in Shan State, Pa-o Region, ancient monuments around Mandalay and stone
pagodas in Mrauk-U township. Rakhine State. Vencrable Shi Fa Zhao also donated cash to the
Ministry of Religious Affairs throught Lt General Khan Nyunt, Sceretary (1) of the State Peace
and Development Council. Due to these tremendous merits for propagaton and promotion of
Buddhism. Myanmar Government conferred him with the title of “Mahar-that-dhamma-zawitika-
dhaza™ in 2000,

Now, another amazing achievement is taking place, as Vencrable Sht Fa Zhao s orgamizing
a Buddhist Exhibition called “Enchanting Buddhist Treasures Fxlmbition™ in commemoration of
the Tenth anniversary of the founding of Golden Pagoda Buddhist Temple in Singapore trom 2
to 4 August 2002, With the noble aim of propagation Buddhist religion. he 1s orgamizing to
display tha Buddhist treasures from Asia and South East Asia region. 1 would hike to take this
opportunity to admire Venerable Shi Fa Zhao as a leading promoter and propagator of Buddhist
religion.

Especially. Vencrable Shi Fa Zhao paid special attention to Myanmar where Theravade
Buddhism has reached it's zenith, [tis a great honour to have the opportunity to express my
profound thanks in this special magazine to Vencrable Shi Fa Zhao for orgamizing such as a
wonderful exhibition where the visitors from all over the world could see the sacred Buddha's

relics, antique Buddha images and related religious artifacts,
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Minister of Rehigious Atfairs

U Aung Khin

Congratulatory Message

Most Vien. Sh Fazhao,

Foundcer priest ot the Golden Pagoda Buddhist Temple of Singapore

It 1s a privilege and honour to send congratulation message on the auspicious occasion of
holding Enchanting Buddhist Treasures Exhabition which commermorates the tenth anniversary
of founding the Golden Pagoda Buddhist Temple of Singapore. | take this opportumity of
expressing protound thanks and gratitude to Vencerable Shi Fazhao, exemplary Buddhist
missionary par exccellence, for promotion Buddhism in Myanmar. In addition te renovating old
temples in Bagan Taunggyi, Venerable Shi Fazhao has done so much within so short a tume to
organize this wondertul Enchanting Buddhist Treasures Exhibition. Buddha tooth and sacred
Buddha relics from Myanmar will detinitely laghhight the specaial role ot the Unmion of Myanmar
as yhe leading Thervade Buddhist nation. | also hope that the I xhibition wall attract many people
to visit Myanmar and it will contnibute to promotion of tourtsm® in Myanmar. [ wish the Savadaw
and his disciples every success for the Exhabition. May Savadaw bean good health to do

Missionary works more in future.

Yours in the Dhamma

U \unyg Khin
Minister of Religious Affairs
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Message from His Holiness
Somdej PhraBuddhacharaya,
Chiet Abbot.

Wat Sakres Rajavaramahavihara, Thatland
President,
Overscas Buddhist Missionary Training

Committece Member,
Supreme Sangha Council of Thailand
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Cultivator of the Spiritual Perfections

The Lord Buddha attained Enhightenment by accomplishing the Ten Perfections. starting
with the Perfection of Generosity. He undertook o gradual, progressive practice: at the beginner’s
level, he gave away his matenal possessions; eventually at the supreme level, he was able to
give away even his body and his life for the benefit of others. Perfectin every way, Lord Buddha
became a refuge tor all beings. Whoever practices the Buddha's path 1s naturally, his follower.
| know Vencerable Shh Fa Zbhao as a Mabhavana Buddhist monk who, as a follower of Buddha.
cndeavours to accomphlish the Ten Perfections. He should be greatly honoured for has sincere
aspiration.

For the Golden Pagoda Buddhist Temple's 10" Anniversary Celebration, Vencerable Shy Fa
Zhao has brought together a collection of the relics of Lord Buddha and his disciples. and many
precious items of Buddhist sacred art for the public to venerate. and from that, to generate positine
merit. This is a rare and wonderfu! opportunity tor the Singapore public to cultivate the Pertections
of the spuritual path.

| congratulate the Vencrable tor his mentorious work in the cause ot Dharma on this greatly

auspicious occasion.

%’y{g%”y:?{ﬂmw

His Holiness Somde) PhraBuddhacharaya
Chict Abbot
Wat Srakes Ryjavaramahavihara
President
Abroad Buddhist Massionary Traming Commattee
Mcmber
Sangha Supreme Council ot Thailand
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The Road to Enlightenment

Life of the Buddha

The founder of Buddhism, Siddharta
Gautama, was born a member of the
Kshatriya or warrior caste some 600 years
before Christ. He was the son of King
Suddhodana and Queen Mahamaya of the
Sakya republic, a small Indian kingdom in
Kapilavastu at the Nepalese foothills. As
such, he was often referred to as Sakyamuni,
meaning the isage of the Sakya tnibei.

Birth of the Buddha

According to legend, Queen Mahamaya
saw in a dream a noble, six-toothed white
elephant which, descending from heaven,
entered the right side of her body. Sakyamuni
was thus conceived.

Ten months into her pregnancy, as was
the custom of the day, Queen Mahamaya made
her way to her parents’ home in Devadha to
deliver her child. Enroute, the Queen stopped
at the Lumbini Grove. She raised her right
hand to touch the branch of a sal tree that was
blossoming out of season. It was at that
moment that Siddharta was born from under
her right arm, while she stood between two
tall sal trees.

Seven days after his birth, Queen
Mahamaya passed away. Sakyamuni was
raised a Hindu, under the care of his mother’s
sister, Mahaprajapati Gautami.

- Lumbini

Renunciation

Sakyamuni was raised as a prince in the
luxury of a palace, shielded and unaware of
the sufferings in the larger world. At the age
of 16, he was married to Yasodhara, a
beautiful girl of the same clan.

When Sakyamunt was 29, he went
outside the palace grounds and into the
neighbouring villages. For the first time, he
witnessed suffering, death and the possibility
of deliverance from these states, when he saw
an old man, a sick man, a corpse and lastly,
a holy man. His experience moved him to
contecmplate the miseries of existence and a
way of escaping them.

With great determination to seck the
Enlightenement, he went forth, tearing himself
away from the comfort of home, his wife and
his child. Discarding his royal robes, cut his
long hair with his sword and became an

ascetic.



In Search of the Truth

After renouncing his priviledged life,
Sakyamuni sought teachings from many
religious teachers to scck the truth. Despite
mastering all the tecachings, he had no success
in tinding the answers he was searching for
in life. He subjected himself to severe
austerities, enduring extreme fasting and
physical ordcals. After six ycars, he was
convinced that such austeritics scrved no
purpose and he gave them up.

Sakyamuni wandcered on and ultimately
rcached a picturesque land necar modern Bodhi
Gaya, and decided to rest there. According to
some later Pali accounts, Sujata, a rich man’s

daughter offcred Sakyamuni some milk-rice.

Having just renounced the practice of

austeritics, Sakyamuni accepted the food. In
the evening, a grass cutter gave him bundles
of dry grass on which he slept.

Bodhi Gaya

Enlightenment at Bodhi Gaya

Sakyamuni recsolved to gain
Enlightenment, sitting under a trec-shrine to
mcditate and actualisc the truth. At this point,
Mara, the god of evil, appcared. He mounted
an clephant and lcad his army against
Sakyamuni, hoping to thwart Sakyamuni from
attaining his goal. But all the weapons hurled
by Mara turned 1nto flowers. Failing to hurt
or tempt him, Mara finally acknowledged
dcfeat.

Sakyamuni resumed his meditation until
he finally attained omniscience. He was 35
ycars old when he attained Buddhahood. He
was beyond the three fires of greed, hatred
and ignorance, and would not he rehorn
again; he had attaincd Nirvana The tree
under which Buddha sat was given the name

‘Bodhi’, meaning ‘enlightened’.

First Sermon at Sarnath

After gaining Enlightenment,
Sukvamuni Buddha spent four weeks in
contemplation under the Bodhi tree. Finally
persuaded to preach his Dharma or doctrine
so as to bencfit others, Sakyamuni Buddha
travelled to Sarnath near Benares. where he
preached his first sermon at Deer Park.

In his first sermon, he revealed the Four
Noble Truths: that life is suffering; suffering
has a causec, ignorance; suffering can be
ceased: the Noble Eightfold Paths the means
to end suffering.

He expounded his doctrine of
deliverance and the path to follow to achieve
freedom from suffering. Buddha's first
discourse is known as ‘The First Turning of
the Wheel of the Doctrine’. The ‘Middle
Way' between luxury and asceticism which
Buddha himself practised, became
instituitionalised in the monastic order he

founded for his followers, the dangha

uoniqiyx3 seanseal) isiyppng bunueyou PR BT F M 200N N



>arinirvana at Kushinagara

For 45 years after Enlightenment, the
Buddha travelled through the region of the
middle Ganges explaining his doctrine and
founding religious communities.

On the way from Vesali to
Kushinagara when the Buddha was 80 years

old. he was offered some food. which caused

him to be 1ll when he arrived at Kushinagara.

O He laid down between two sal trees, and gave

, his last admonition to thousands of monks and

e lay people who had assembled to have a final
i

= iy

glimpse of him.
He achieved Parinirvana or Final

Nirvana at the age of 80. His body was

iy wrapped in multiple layers of cloth and
1 cremated. After that, his relics were divided
i into eight equal parts and distributed to eight

cities, each of which erected a stupa or

memorial mound to commemorate its share.
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I-arly Trade Routes and The

Spread of Buddhism

Buddhism spread from northern India
along ancient trade routes into southern
India and Cevlon (now Sri Lanka) and across
the Indian Ocean into Suvarnadvipa. the
‘Land of Gold, as Southeast Asia was then
known to Indian travellers. Northwards,
Buddhist missionaries travelled along the
trade routes through what 1s Pakistan today,
into Central Asia and on to East Asia.

Taxila, Mathura, Bharhut and Sanci
were some of the towns that were not only
centres of trade, but also centres of Buddhism.
Dunhuang is the best example of a Buddhist
and trading town on the Silk Road through
Central Asia. In Southeast Asia, Srivijaya up
the Musi River in South Sumatra was an
emporium and centre of Buddhism.

Royal patronage helped the spread of
Buddhism as well. King Asoka of the Maurya
Empire (269-232 BCE) who conquered much
of the Indian subcontinent was the first great
patron of Buddhism. He sent missionaries to
convert the Sinhalese 1n Ceylon and the Pyus
and the Mons in Burma. During his reign,
Asoka built a large number of monasteries and
stupas throughout his empire. The Kushans,
who conquered parts of northwest India at the
beginning of the Ist century CE, were also
staunch patrons of Buddhism and they

sponsored the spread of the religion into

central Asia.

The Spread of Buddhism

Buddhism reached China during the time of
the Han dynasty, but started gaining converts
only after that dynasty ended. By the time of
the Tang dynasty, Buddhism was a major
social and political force, and the Tang
emperors were devoted patrons of the religion.
It was during the time of the Tang dynasty that
the well-known monk Xuan Zang travelled
west in search of true Buddhist scriptures.
From China, Buddhism spread to Korea in the
fourth century, and it crossed the sea to Japan
in the sixth century. A Tang Chinese princess
introduced Buddhism to her Tibetan husband,
King Songtsaen Gampo. His successors
invited a series of missionaries to preach to
their subjects. Among these missionaries, the
most successful was the powerful tantric
adept, Padmasambhava. Tibetan monks in the
13" century successfully converted the
Mongol conqueror Genghis Khan and his
successors to Vajrayana Buddhism.

In Southeast Asia a number of the
classical kingdoms-Bagan in Myanmar, the
Mon and Khmer Kingdoms, Angkor in
Cambodia, Srivijaya in Sumatra, and the
central and East Javanese kingdoms—adopted
various schools of Mahayana and Vajrayana
Buddhism. In the 13™ century a new wave of
Buddhist zeal from Sri Lanka converted much
of Myanmar, Thailand and Cambodia to
Theravada Buddhism.

These different schools and
interpretations of the Buddha’s message are
present in Singapore today. The 19" century
Chinese immigrants brought their version of



Chinese Mahayans Buddhism, which
continues in the various temples today. Other
immigrants introduccd the Sri Lankan, Thai
and Burmesc traditions of Theravada practice.

Two Paths of Liberation

Theravada and Mahavana Buddhism

Sakyamuni Buddha's disciples
continucd to preach and spread his message
of liberation after he died. However, their
understanding and interpretation of the
Buddha’s tcachings varied. Although they met
immediately after the death of their master in
a great Council to try to resolve their
differences, they did not quite succeed.
Different interpretations of the Buddha's
message lead to the establishment of different
sccts and schools of Buddhism. A century
later, a second Council meeting was called to
try again to resolve the growing differences
between the orthodox monks, the Theravadins
(‘Elders') and their opponcents, the
Mahasanghikas (' The Great Assembly’), the
forerunncrs of the Mahayana.

The Theravadins emphasised that the
way to liberation was through renunciation of
the matcerial world. Mahavanists, on the other
hand, believe that all beings have buddha
nature, and that by accumulating merit and
cultivating bodhicitta, all can become
enlightened. The Mahayana expanded
northwards, out of India through Central Asia
to East Asia (and became known as the
‘Northern School'), while the Theravada was
strong in Sri Lanka and Southeast Asia (and
was known as the *Southern School’).

Around 600 CE, another major
interpretation of the Buddha's teachings
developed that relied upon a series of esoteric
techniques and symbolism to achieve
enlightenment. This school of Buddhism, also
known as ‘tantra’, or the Adamantine
Vehicle/Vajrayana school, developed in the
Himalayan region, especially Tibet, and
subsequently went to parts of Southeast Asia.

Buddhism in the West

Western colonialism helped to spread
the awarceness of Buddhism to Europe and
Amecrica. Colomal schools studicd Buddhism
alongside their investigations into other Asian
rcligions. Much of this exhibition is based on
LEuropcan scholarship of Buddhism. This
scholarship has not only made Europcans more
aware of Buddhism, but won converts among
them. Today, the study and practice of
Buddhism flourishes in many Europcan
countrics.

In America, Buddhism was first studied
in the 19® century. The Chinese and Japanese
immigrants brought the Mahayana and Zen
Buddhist traditions to America, respectively.
Towards the end of the 19™ century, Buddhist
missionaries started visiting America. At
present, Buddhism and 1n particular, its
philosophy which opens up new dimensions
of thought and holds a unique fascination for
pecople in the West, 1s becoming increasingly
popular.

Asoka and the Spread of
Buddhism

Royal patronage helped the spread of
Buddhism. King Asoka of the Maurya Empire
(269-232 BCE) was the first ruler to sow the
sceds of Buddhism across and beyond his
kingdom. He became a Buddhist convert after
the horror and suffering of the Kalinga war
awakened him. He followed closely the
tcaching of Sakyamuni Buddha. and
constructed numerous sfupas and stone
columns inscribed with his edicts throughout
his kKingdom.

Sri Lanka (Ceylon)

Those edicts confirm that King Asoka
started his Dharma propagation in Ce¥lon (Sn
Lanka) around 246 BCE., when the King was
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converted to Theravada Buddhism. With the
help of royal patronage, Buddhism became the
dominant religion by the second century, BCE.
By the first century in the Common Era,
Buddhist culture and scholarship were
flourishing. There is sporadic evidence of
Mahayana, and even of Vajrayana trends
emerging from the eighth and ninth centuries,
But from the 11" century onwards, and
especially from the 12™ century, Buddhist
culture in the Theravada school experienced
a revival under the rule of a native dynasty. It
was during this period that Theravada
Buddhism was spread from Sri Lanka to
Burma (Myanmar) and subsequently to
Thailand, Laos and Cambaodia.

-
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From India to Central Asia

King Asoka also sent missionaries out
to the north west of India, to present-day
Pakistan and Afghanistan. The mission
achteved great success. Gandhara (now
known as the Peshawar Plain in Pakistan)
became the centre of Mahayana Buddhism.
Asoka was said to have built the first stupa in
Taxila, Pakistan. Taxila eventually became a
centre of Buddhist scholarship.

Under the Kusana Empire, first century
CE, Buddhism flourished and expanded
steadily into Central Asia. Buddhist missions
penetrated the barriers of the Hindu Kush and
Himalayas to Bactria in Afghanistan, Chinese
Turkestan, and eventually to Uzebekistan and
Tadjikistan, as far as Chwaresm, in Russia.
With the support of merchants who came to

Afghanistan

_J‘J

trade, many cave monasteries were established
along the trade routes across Central Asia.

Nepal, the Birthplace of Sakyamuni

King Asoka erected and inscribed
pillars at Lumbini in Nepal to commemorate
the sacred birthplace of Buddha. Four stupas
named after him were found 1n Patan. Since
that time, Buddhism has developed
uninterrupted in the Nepal valley and is still
flourishing today. During the 12™ and 13"
centuries, when the Mugal invaded northern
India, Buddhism finally ceased on Indian soil.
Buddhist monks fled from India to find refuge
in Nepal, taking with them large numbers of

valuable manuscripts.



Northward Expansion of
Buddhism to the Far East

Traders along the Silk Route introduced
Mahayana Buddhism to China during the first
centuries CE, and the new religion soon
acquired a firm foothold beside the indigenous
Chinese beliefs of Taoism and Confucianism.
Chinesce pilgrims made the long and difficult
journey to India during the first millennium
CE to collect scriptures, and to visit the sites
of important ¢vents in Sakyamuni Buddha's
lifc. Notable among the pilgrims were Fua
Xian, who visited India around 399-413CE;
Xuan Zang, between 630-640 CE; and Yi Jing,
between 671-695 CE.

A sca link between India and China was
forged around 400 CE. Buddhism rcached
China by sca, via Tamralipti, Sri Lanka, to
Indochina, onto Guangzhou, and from there,
overland via Changsha, and along the coast,
to the lower Yangxi region. The carliest
evidence that Buddhism spread by sca route
is found in an account of the voyage of Fa
Xian, who returned to China from India via
Java in 414 CE.

Under the Tang Dynasty (618-907 CE),
Buddhism spread further in China. During this
period, Buddhist arts flourished, especially in
the caves at Dunhuang, Yungang and
Longmen. From China, Buddhism spread to
Korea in the fourth century CE, to Japan in
the sixth century CE and later to Tibet,

Mahavana Buddhism in Korea

Mahayana Buddhism was introduced to
the three northern kingdoms of Korea -
Kogurvo, Paekche and Silla - during the fourth
century. During the sixth and seventh
centurics, many Korean monks went to China
to study, and they brought back with them the
teachings of the various Chinese schools of
Buddhism.

Korean Buddhism rcached its height in
the 11™ century CE, during the rule of the

Wang dynasty. At that time, scveral famous
scholars went to China to study the Buddhist
doctrines. From the 11'™ century onwards,
Buddhism, which was the religion of
aristocrats, became the faith of the common
pcople,

Japan, the Land of Mahavana
Buddhism

Japan has been called the land of
Mahayana Buddhism. It 1s generally held that
Mahayana Buddhism was introduced in 552
CE by thc king of Packche, one of the Korcan
kingdoms. Thc aristocrats accepted Buddhism
during the sixth to scventh centuries largely
because it was introduced alongside the highly
developed culture of China. During the Heian
period (8" - 9* century, CE), Buddhism was
nationalised and madc the religion of the
common pcople. Howcver, the doctrine was
too abstract to be casily understood by the
common pcople. A new Buddhist movement
arose in the tenth century, focusing its faith
in Amitabha Buddha, and that became the Pure
Land Secct. Around the 12®™ century of the
Kamakura period, Zen or Chan Sect was
introduced. The rise of these sects resulted 1n
the complete acceptance of Buddhism by the

common pcople.

Across the Himalayas

Vajravana Buddhism in Tibet

Buddhism was introduced to Tibet in
the seventh century CE when the country was
unified under the rule of King Songtsaen
Gampo. His wives from China and Nepal
introduced Buddhism to him. His faith caused
him to send representatives to India and China
to study Buddhism and to bring back Buddhist
texts. However, Buddhism did not take root
immediately, and it had to wage an incessant
and arduous struggle against indigenous Bon
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beliefs for over three centuries.

The fifth successor, King Trisong
Detsen (755-797CE),
Santaraksita of Nalanda University to Tibet.
The
Padmasambhava, the powerful tantric

invited the learned

Indian teacher brought 1n
practitioner, to introduce the Buddhist faith
to the Tibetans. Buddhism flourished during
the reign of Ralpachen (816-838CE) but
suffered a setback when he was murdered and
Buddhism was ruthlessly suppressed.
However, in the 11th century CE, Buddhism
revived under a new wave of spiritual
influence from India, and the religion came
to thrive as an indigenous mode of religious
and philosophical practice. Tibetan monks
integrated the different schools of Buddhism
by adopting the Theravada disciplinary code,
Mahayana philosophy, and Vajrayana
meditative and ritual practices. A genuine
hybrnid, differing from the original model,
arose as these practices were subjected to
numerous adaptations and developments in a
unique cultural and geographical setting.

Buddhism transformed Tibetan society,
and gave its people a reputation for learning
and wisdom. By the 13th century, when
Buddhism in India began to decline, Tibet was
ready not only to preserve Buddhism, but also
to transmit it to other lands.
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Tibetan Influence in Mongolia

When Tibet adopted Buddhism in the
11** century, Mongolian power in Central Asia
was on the rise. Links were made between the
Mongol court, under the rule of Genghis Khan,
and Tibetan Buddhist masters. Under the reign
of Kublai Khan, the Mongol court came
increasingly under the influence of Tibetan
culture. A succession of Mongol Khans
continued to look to Tibet for religious
inspiration. In the 16th century, the first Dalai
Lama was appointed by the Mongol ruler.

Southeastern Expansion of
Theravada Buddhism -

Indochina

Burma (Myanmar) was the first in the
region to be exposed to Theravada Buddhism.
According to the Ceylonese (Sr1 Lankan)
chronicles, King Asoka sent a mission to the
land of the Mons to disseminate the Theravada
Buddhist religion. But the Mons did not appear

to have been receptive. Records and



archacological findings, however, proved that
Theravada Buddhism did flourish in the old
kingdom of the Pyus before the fifth century
CE.

Burmesc chronicles state that it was a
Mon monk who converted King Anuruddha
(1044-1077) to Theravada Buddhism. When
the Mon king rcfused his request for access
to some sacred Theravada manuscripts, he
obtained them through military force.
Following that, the Burmese of Bagan adopted
the Mon’s religion, language, literature and
scripture, Magnificent Burmese temples were
constructed and Buddhist texts and relics were
brought an from Sri1 Lanka. Under the
patronage of King Anuruddha and his
successors, Theravada Buddhism extended
over the whole of Burma.

Siam (Thailand) and L.aos

Archacological findings show that Buddhism
flourished in Siam (Thailand) from as carly
as the first or seccond century CE. Around the
cighth or ninth century CE, Siam and Laos
formed part of Nambuja (present-day
Cambodia), and were influenced by the
religious condition of that country. [t s clear
from Buddhist temples and statues found in
Lopburi and in other western provinces of
Kambuja that Buddhist and Hindu influences
wcere rather strong at that time. In about 1260,
the kingdom of Sukhotai freed itself and Laos
from Khmer over-lordship. Thai rulers
embraced Theravada Buddhism ,making it the
national religion. Pali language flourished
throughout Siam and Laos. Links were
established with Sri Lanka when scholars were
brought to Siam in 1364 AD. Thai monks were
also scnt to Sn Lanka to study the Buddhist

doctrine.

Khmer Kingdoms (Cambodia)

Together with Burma and Thailand,

Cambodia is part of that large area of

Southeast Asia in which Indian influence was
the culturally dominant and formative force.
By the end of the fourth century CE. Indian
tinfluecnce had sprcad throughout the
Cambodian kingdom. In the following two
centuries, the rulers practised Hinduism but
gave some support to the Buddhist
communities. It was in the seventh century CE
that Buddhism began to receive some royal
patronagec.

Mahayana Buddhism appeared to have
flourished in the carly period. but later,
Theravada Buddhism became predominant
through the influcnce of the Thais. It was not
known when the change took place, although
it was first documented by an inscription in a
private temple dated 1230 CE.

Mahavana Buddhism in Vietnam

The early northern states of present
Vietnam were under the domination of the
Chinese Empire for several centuries. China
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introduced Mahayana Buddhism to these
states. The earliest monks were said to have
come from China at the end of the 12® century
CE. From the fifth century onwards, the
southern states had been gradually assimilated
by the powerful northern states. As a result,
the Chinese form of Mahayana Buddhism
extended to the south and became the
commonly practice.

Southward Expansion of

Mahayana Buddhism -
Southeast Asia

Buddhism in Indonesia

Buddhist pilgrims voyaged via trade
routes to Indonesia between the 7" to 13
centuries CE. Historical records show that
Sumatra and Java were major centres of
international Buddhist scholarship during this
period. The Chinese pilgrim, ¥i Jing, who
visited Palembang, capital of Srivijaya in
south Sumatra, in the seventh century, noted
Buddhism was adopted there.

Buddhist temples, including
Borobudur, were built between 750 and 850

cit.nj ulr1

o e — —

CE, during the reign of the Sailendra Kings,
who were great patrons of Mahayana
Buddhism. As esoteric Buddhism evolved
during the 7'* to 10" centuries, Sumatra and
Java were exposed to Vajrayana Buddhism via
contacts with India and Tibet. This influence
i1s evident from the structure of Borobudur
which illustrates the four tantric levels of

accomplishment.
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The History of Buddhism in

Singapore

The establishment of Singapore as o
British colony by Sir Stamford Raffles in
1819, was followed by a wave of migration
from the Chinese provinces such as
Guangzhou, Fuzhou, ChaoZhou, QuanZhou;
ZhangZhou, and Hainan, and from India, Sni
[.Lanka, and the Arab countries. The founding
fathers of Singapore brought with them their
cultures and religions, creating the basis ol a
multi-cultural society. It 1s from these
beginnings that Buddhism took root in the

country.
Theravada Buddhism in Singapore

Theravada Buddhism was brought to
Singapore by immigrants trom Sni Lanka,
Thailand and Burma. The hirst Burmese
Buddhist Temple 1o Singapore was built an
1866 at Tar Gin Road., under the leadershp
of Abbot Ven. U Panna Vamsa, and Supervisor
Ven. Sayadaw U Tilokasin. Today. the temple
continucs to preserve and propagate the
Burmesce tradition of Buddhism in the country.

The Thar Buddhist tradition 1n
Singapore 15 represented by the Anandamet
Yurama Buddhist temple, whose Abbot Ven.
Venohao Khan Panga, has received the
commendation of the Thar King.

The principal Ceylonese temple. Sni
Lankarayama Buddhist Temple. located at St
Michacl’s Road. scrves as a centre of religious
exchange for the ditferent Asian traditions of
Buddhism. It is a traditional monastery run by
the Sangha, and the main residence tor vasiting

Sri Lankan monks.
Mahavana Buddhism in Singapore

Lian Shan Shuang Lin Monastery was
the first Mahayana temple in Singapore. In
1892, the Zen master, Ven. Sht Xiang Hu, led
twelve ot his disciples on a pilgrimage to the
Buddhist holy sites. In 1898, after staying six

ycars in Sri Lanka, he went to Myanmar to

propagate the Dharma On his return to St
l.anka, he passed through Singapore, and here,
a lay devotee, Mr Liu Jin Bang, offered a prece
of land to the Vencrable for the founding of a
temple. When it was completed in 1903, Ven
Shi Xiwang Hui named 1t
Lin Shy’.

Over the last century, the temple has

Lian Shan Shuang

been preserved under the care of many
distinguished abbots such as Ven. Shy Jang
Laang, Ven. Sh Xang Huy; Ven. Shr Fu Hu;
Ven. Sh Zheng Ming, Ven. She Br Hui, Ven
Shi Zeng Hur; Ven. Shy Pu Liang: Ven. Shy
Song Hui; Ven. Shy Gao Can. Ven. Shy Tan
Can; ¢te.

A completie restoration of the grand
complex was completed in 2001, under the
carc of Ven, Shr War Yim, who took ten years
to raise the tunds for the task Today. Lian
Shan Shuang Lin Monastery stands as one of
the finest examples of Chinese temple

architecture in S . Asial

Ihe First *Open’ Monastery  Phor
hark See

Pror Kark Ses Monaslery
~
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Kong Meng San Phor Kark See
Monastery was the first temple to offer
accommodation to all monks, regardless of
their tradition of practice. Ven. Shi Chuan Dao
arrived from southern China in 1913, and 1n
1920, he founded Phor Kar See. At the
beginning, he had only a main hall and a
Sangha dormitory. The temple grew over the
years as it attracted more devotees and
Buddhism flourished. From the time of the
first abbots, Ven. Shi Hong Chuan, Ven. Shi
Yan Pei; and Ven. Shi Long Geng, etc. to the
present Abbot Ven Shi Rui Jin and Supervisor
Ven Shi Guang Sheng, the temple has
continued to expand.

The Elder Sangha Comes South

After 1930, more and more monasteries
were built in Singapore, attracting many elder
Sangha members here to expound the Dharma.
Examples of the distinguished monks are (in
no paiticular order): Ven. Sht Chuan Dao; Ven.
Shi Guang Qia; Ven. Shi Guang Jing; Ven. Shi
Zhuan Jie; Ven. Shi Tai Xu; Ven. Sh1 Zhuan
Wu: Ven. Sh1 Xue San; Ven. Shi Song Nian;
Ven. Shi Chang Kai; Ven. Shi Yan Pei; Ven.
Shi Miao Deng; Ven. Shi Wu Feng; Ven. Shi
Xing Ren; etc. There were also the highly
respected nuns: Ven. Shi Neng Du; Ven. Si Fa
Kun; Ven. Shi Fa Quan; Ven. Sht Cang Xi;
Ven. Shi De Sheng; and Ven. Shi Da Ren; etc.

These masters founded their own
monasteries and temples, and initiated many
welfare projects to benefit the local society.
In the short span of just 10 years, Buddhism
in Singapore became a resounding success.

A Vibrant Local Sangha

Under the favourable conditions,
Buddhism in Singapore came to nourish a new
generation of local Sangha. The renowned
masters include (in no particular order): Ven.
Shi Wai Yim; Ven. Shi Ming Yi; Ven, Shi Yin
Yuan; Ven. Shi Yuan Fan; Ven. Shi Guang Pin;
Ven. Shi Guang Sheng; Ven. Shi Hui Xiong;
Ven. Shi Fa Zhao; Ven. Shi Fa Da; Ven. Shi

Miao Cai; Ven. Shi Miao Y1; Ven. Shi Fa Hui:
Ven. Shi Du Zheng; Ven. Shi Xu Zheng; Ven.
Shi Ming Qing; Ven. Shi Xu Guang; Ven. Shi
Zheng Ding.

Among the distinguished bhikunis are
(in no particular order): Ven. Shi Xian Xiang;
Ven. Shi Yong Jia; Ven. Shi Bao Tong; Ven.
Shi Bao Ning; Ven. Shi Bao Shi; Ven. Shi Shan
Sen; Ven. Shi Wen Jie; Ven. Shi Jing Cong;
Ven. Shi Wu Yuan; Ven. Shi De Yuan etc.

These pioneer local Sangha have
injected a new vitality into Singapore
Buddhism, promising a bright future for the
Buddha Dharma in this country.

The Hopes of Our Eastern Pure Land

Under the guidance of Ven. Shi Long
Geng, Chairman, Singapore Buddhist
Federation, the Dharma has been actively
promoted, making new inroads into society.
Many cultures and religions flourish side by
side in our cosmopolitan society, with great
promise for progress.

It 1s hoped that Buddhism which first
started 2000 years ago under the Bodhi Tree,
will transform SE Asia into an eastern pure
land.
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The Golden Land-Myanmar

Kyaikhtlyo Floating.Goldén Rock

lhe Orieins of Buddhism in

he Golden 1and

Myanmar was hknown as Suvannabhun

Gn Palv) or Suswarnabhumt (in Sanshrnit),
mceaning “The Golden Land™. From ancient
tumes to the present, it deserves that ttle for
1its rich natural resources and diverse
attractions. Geographically. many Buddhist
countrics such as India. Bangladesh, China,
Laos and Thatland surround Myanmar Toas
also close to Vietnam, Bhutan, Nepal and
Tibet.

Buddhism Flourishes In

Myanmar

The holy Sangha and lay Buddhists in
Myanmar believe that the Lord Buddha
personally travelled to Bago, Mandalay,
Bagan, KNele, Kelewa, Aruangdaw Aattapa

Cave (KNassapa). Mvonwa, Tamu and Mrauk-

{ to spread the Dharma tor the Myanmuar
PL‘HPIL‘.

Around W07, of the Burmese people are
Fheravada Buddhisvty There are
approvimatels one million monks in the
country . Despate all the socal upheavals in the
country, Theravada Buddhism bas never Jost
its donminance. and the punity of its practhice
has held strong. Buddhism s more pervasive
i Myanmar than any other country, wath
glecaming whitewashed or giltded temples
cvervwhere Almost every village supports a
monastery. Farly cach morming, sattron-robed
monks can be seen making thewr alms-round
for toad. The highest bunldimg in town and ¢y
are Buddhist tempies. the most tamous beiny
Yangon's Shwedagon Pagoda whose
shimmcenng 1H0-mcetre golden dome towers
over the city and iy alwavs g focus ot

prignimage and worship.
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Yangon

Yangon, the capital city. 1s the gateway
to Myanmar. The Shwedagon Pagoda, scen as
onc of the wonders of the world, was built
more than 2,500 years ago. Although 1t 1s not
very well documented. there 1s evidence to
believe that the enchanting Shwedagon houses
eight pieces of Lord Buddha’s hair relics.

Mandalay

Mandalay. also known as the 'Golden
City’. 1s the capital of Upper Myanmar. [ts
people claim that Lord Buddha once arnved
at Mandalay Htll to spread his tecachings.

Bagan

Bagan. founded 1n 849AD. was the
caputal of the first unified Burmesce kingdom.
[t was also the capital of the first union of
Mvyanmar when 1t declared its independence
in 1044CE. Covering 25 square miles on a
plain, Bagan 1s tflanked on its castern side by

the famous Ayeyarwaddy River. The city 1s

home to some 5,000 mysterious and
magnificent stupas and pagodas of a bygone
cra, which truly make it one of the wonders

of the world.

Myingvan

This township of 260,000 sits on a flat
plain along the Aycryarwaddy River, about
midway between Mandalay and Nyaung-U.
The roads to Mandalay, Nyaung-U, Myittha
and Mciktila met here, and Myingan used to
be a thriving transport and business centre. It
1s believed that Lord Buddha visted Myingyan
to spread the Dharma. Relics of the Buddha,
including his sacred tooth, were discovered

here, as were relics of his famous ten disciples.

Mrauk-U

Mrauk-U was once the centre of one of
Myanmar’s most powerful kingdoms. Exposed
to the cultural influences of India and other

countries, the architectural style of the temples
in Mrauk-U s rich and colourful. Altogether,
there are around 100 temples and pagodas 1n



this valley, Ttas widely believed that [ ord
Buddha visited Mrauk-t) where the birst
Buddhist temple was butlt tor him . In it was
installed tour Mahamuni Buddha images.
Mrauk-Uas also where a second tooth rehie
and multi-coloured rehes of T ord Buddha
were discovered when an ancient pagoda

collapsced.

Pacodas Restored by Golden

Pacoda Buddhist Temple

In the last decade, Golden Pagodas Buddhis
Temple and 1ts devotees managed to restore
many large and small pagodas scattered
around the plaans of Myanmar, Yangon, Bago.
Kyathhtivo, Sittwa, Mrauk-U, Myingvan,
Methtila, Bagan, Mandalay, Sagaing.
Myonwa, Kele, Kelewa, Tamu., Heho! Pindaya,
[haungyi, Kakku, Inle L ake and Nyaung

Shwe.
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New Discoveries Catalogue

The Relics of The Buddha

The Relics

The Relics of The Buddha

King Asoka. who was a pious Buddhist,
constructed eighty four thousand monasterics
and pagodas in diffcrent parts of the world,
including Myanmar. In ecach pagoda, he
enshrined the sacred relics of the Buddha.
Buddhists have always held in high regard the
rclics of enlightened beings. The relics
embody those beings, and are also a powerful
means by which their wondrous qualitics may
be recalled. As such, relics inspire great faith
and devotion.

This is particularly true with regard to
the relics of the historical Buddha, Sakyamuni.
Corporcal relics of Sakyamuni Buddha, which

have been reasonably authenticated by

archacological and historical data. are
understandably rare and espectally treasured.
Shrines, stupas and pagodas have been built
to enshrinc the bodily relics of the Buddha
such as his bone, hair and tecth, as well as his
belongings like his alms-bowl and robe, or
clse to commemorate the places he visited in
his hifetime.

The sutra relates how the Buddha gave
detailed instructions for the cremation of his
body and the enshrinement of his relics. When
Venerable Ananda asked the Buddha what
should be donc to the Buddha's bady upon his
passing away. Buddha replied that his remains
should be given the same treatment as to a
wheel-turning monarch. The Buddha
described the procedure for preparing the body
for cremation, and asked for the construction

of a stupa at the intersection of four main
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roads to enshrine his remains. According to
the Buddha. a devotee who venerates the
Buddha's remains with faith and joy will enjoy

long-lasting happiness.

The Cremation and Distribution of

Relics

The Buddha’s final resting-place was
Kushinagara, a town in the Malla country. At
the Buddha's cremation ceremony, the funeral
pyre could not be lit until Venerable
Mahakassapa, one of his most senior disciples,
arrived to pay his last respects.

After the cremation ceremony, the
Mallas initially sought to keep all the relics
for themselves. When a terrible fight was
about to start, a Brahmin priest named Drona
intervened, saying: iOur Buddha was a teacher
of forbearance. Unfitting indeed 1s this clash
of arms over the division of the Buddha’'s
rematns. May you all be united, sirs,
reconciled. Rejoicing together, we will
distribute the relics and monuments will be
built for them in all the directions.

In order to satisfy everyone who wished
for the relics, Drona heaped them in many
small but equal quantities so that each person
will have the same share. But during this
distribution process, the King of Gods
discovered an injustice. He noticed that while
giving out the relics, the Brahmin had hid
some of them in his hair. The gods in their
turn stole the relics which had been hidden in
his hair, and he was greatly surprised when
he found out that the relics he had stolen were
missing.

Eventually the relics were distributed
to the eight cities of Rajagaha, Vesaki,
Kapilavatthu, Allakappa, Ramagama,
Bethadipa, Pava and Kushinagara. In each
place, a stupa was erected to house the remains
for veneration and worship.

According to Buddhist scriptures, one
hundred years later, when King Asoka
conquered the territories that enshrined
Buddha’s relics, he re-gathered all the relics

and re-distributed them to 84,000 stupas
spread over the following places: the whole
of India, Southeast Asia, Sri Lanka,
Aftghanistan, Nepal, Pakistan, Mangala,
Bhutan, China, Tibet, Myanmar and the rest
of the world. King Asoka was able to spread
the relics far with the help of Medicine
Buddha’s 12 Guardian Kings.

Whatever the historical legitimacy of a
particular relic, the practice of venerating holy
relics has been critical to the spread and
maintenance of the Buddhist tradition for
more than two and a half millennia,

The exhibited relics of Lord Buddha
and His disciples are on loan from the
monasteries in Mrauk-U, Myingyan and
Meiktila in Myanmar.

The golden relics were discovered in an
ivory reliquary, the size of a betel nut. Relics
of the Buddha’s head, head vein, brain, bones,
blood and flesh were all discovered from a
collapsed pagoda in Myanmar.

Identifying Buddha Relics

According to scripture, the Buddha's

relics have a miraculous quality, which
enables them to increase in power, size and
number, with time and veneration.
A Sayadaw from Meiktila gave this account:
[ made a casket-like pendant for my 456 pieces
of Buddha relics that are the size of mustard
seeds. But the last time [ counted, there were
75 more relics.

The Buddha is no longer in our physical
world, but his miraculous powers exist as if
he were still living. The Buddha’s relics are
golden, pearly or the colour of red jasmine.
These mustard-seed sized relics are pearly,
and as white as ivory, and we believe they
are the Buddha’s relics.

Size and Colour of Buddha Relics

Generally, Buddha relics come 1n three
sizes: like the kidney bean, broken rice, or



mustard sced. Their colours show their bodily

origin: golden relics come from flesh; pearly
ones from bone: and red jasmine from blood.
Sisa rehics from the head of the Buddha may
look like diamond, ruby, emerald or amber.

The biggest Buddha relics are golden
and have a luminous brilliance. Medium relics
arc pearly and very white; and the small relics
are red-jasmine coloured. Devotees often
venerate Buddha's relics with palms raised
and placed together.

The Sacred Buddha Toath

According to the Theravada Tipitaka,
sacred relics appeared after the cremation of
the body of the Enlightened One. Among them
were 44 holy tooth relics.

The scriptures reveal that the
compassionatc Buddha left four wisdom tooth
rclics and 40 tooth relics to the future
generations for their vencration. The four
cyetooth relics were sent to the Dragon King;
the Lord of the Nat Devas (Dhajia Min),
Kandra (now Stri Lanka); and Kalika (Now

China). The rest of the 40 tooth relics were
given to Rahula for distribution to the human
world.

lrue or False

It would almost be impossible to tell
apart the difference between replicas of
Buddha's Sacred Relics with real ones. Even
scientific tests are refutable; there 1s really not
a fool-proof mcthod available at all.

However, according to Ven. Shi Fazhao,
Abbot of Golden Pagoda Buddhist Temple.
one surc way 1s to follow the voice of your
divine faith, and not merely have a hist to
check against the qualitics a relic 1s supposed
to have.

For instance, a relic that posscsses
diamond-like qualities can still shatter into a
hundred equal picces under the hammer of a
skeptic. One wonders why. Wasn't the
diamond-like relic supposed to have withsteood
the force of a hammer?

Ven. Shi Fazhao offers an exptanation
based on faith: The shattering result in fact s
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not indicative of the quality (or lack of) of the
relic. It is due to the lack of faith, which will
result in an anticipation of the shattering of
the relic. Hence, the relic splits. However,
instead of just breaking into irregular pieces,
it breaks into 100 equal picces to demonstrate
the uniform, multiplying cftect of relics. On
the other hand, if one has faith in the relic, it
would not have been put to the test in the first
place. Therefore, the effect of an action
imposed on a relic is really a function of one’s

faith.

Legend of the Buddha Tooth
Relic from Myingyan (Bagan)

The Sacred Hair of The Buddha

The sacred hair of the Buddha appeared
in an anctent pagoda located on the three
hillocks near Shwe-san-daw Pagoda of Py,
These three hillocks are where the Buddha-
to-be 1n his previous incarnations hived - as
the king of iguanas, of rabbits, and of
fancolins.

When the Buddha arrived at the top of
Mount Pho-U in Western Pyi (Siri-Khettara),
he handed four hair relics to Eraputha. the
Serpent King, to be enshrined in four pagodas,
including Pyi-Shwe-san-daw Pagoda. The hair
relics of the Buddha are today on display in
the Buddha Relics Chamber in Myingyan,

The Sacred Tooth Relic of The Buddha

From a derelict Thanton pagoda, a lay-
devotee fortuitously obtained a tooth relic of
the Buddha. It had been in his family’s keeping
from that time, but one of his recent
descendants offered the sacred object to
Venerable Kondanna, the same monk who had
built the Buddha Relics Chamber in
Myingyan.

When the Buddha was ncar his death,
he said to Venerable Gavampati (who was the

73 of the 80 Maha Arahants), iOh Gavampati,
after the cremation of my sacred body, the 33

teeth-relics on the pile of sandalwood should

be taken to Thaton of Ramanna division, and
be given to King Maha Sirimalasoka.i The
arahant did as the Buddha instructed. The King
Maha Sirimalasoka dug two wells to wash the
teeth-relics. The two wells are fragrant till
today. The King then enshrined the 33 relics
in 33 pagodas made of stone.

In 236 Sasana Era, Cula Sirimalasoka
reigned Thahton Suvannbhimi. An
exceptinally pious devotee, he removed the 33
teeth-relics from the stone pagodas and put
them in 33 gold caskets, which were then
housed 1n 33 gold buildings. Afterwards, he
made a firm resolution:

1If these relics are genuine, may they
travel 1n their gold caskets to wherever they
can enhance the goodwill and welfare of all
living creatures, until the end of the Buddha's
tcachings.

Subsequently, all 33 gold caskets
disappeared and reappeared in different parts
of Ramanna Division. The King built a pagoda
each in those regions. Venerable Kondanna
said that the tooth relic he has might have

originated this way.

Relics of the Buddha’s Disciples in

Myingyan

The collection of arahant’s relics in the
Relics Chamber of Myingyan are from the
holy remains of the Venerables Sariputta,
Moggallana, Sivali, Ananda, Maha
Kaccayana, Anuruddha, Bakula and many

other arahants.

Relics of Venerable Sariputta

In 1349, U Khin Shwe, son of U Kay
and Daw Kyi, from the No. 4 Quarter of
Myingyan, donated five pieces of the golden
relics of Shin Sariputta to Venerable

Kondanna.



Relics From lflylngyan

While living in the Karen State, Ko
Khin Shwe found out that an old Karen couple
had obtained those relics trom the ruins of an
ancient pagoda. The couple subscquently
offered the relics to him.

Another monk, Ven. Manle Thera,
found some relics of Venerable Sariputta at
Mogaung, among the debris of a collapsed
pagoda after an carthquake. Relics of
Venerable Sariputta are very rare. The smali
bottle containing the relics were capped with
a little piece of silver, and on the silver strip
around the bottle is written *Two Relics of

Vencrable Sariputta’.

Relics of Venerable Moggalana

Southcast of Kanbauk village in
Myingyan town is a hill called Shin Moggalan
Konc or Shin Moggalan Pagoda Thits 1s
where the relics of Shin Moggalana have been
found. They have the appearance of black-
coloured balls, and some have been preserved
in a special reliquary that is kept 1n a

repository.

The miraculous qualities of the relics found

here have been described as follows:

. The Shin Moggalan Kone sometimes

shinc with a divine radiance:

2. The relics can be obtained only on this
hill

3. The relics can be obtained only by those
who are worthy of them;

4 There are still many relics left on the
hill, even though people have already
collected many of them

5. The same pile of relics may appear at
diffcrent places the following day.

6. Relics have been known to appear

spontancously on the travs held by
devotees who are about to offer food to

the bhikkhus.

Relics of Venerable Sivali

Between 1320 and 1321, Nayyin village
was flooded by the Ayeyarwaddy River and
many ancient pagodas were ruined. It was
among these ruins that Shin Sivali rehics were
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found. According to Let-wei-nawyathar-
shauk-htone, Shin Sivali relics can be white,

reddish or yellowish.

Sivali relics have the appearance of
plum secds or the kernel of a jujube fruit, and
have an uneven surface likened to ‘goose
pimples’. Some relics can be as large as the
tamarind sced (272 milligrams).

Relics of Venerable Ananda

In 1323 Venerable Ananda’s relics
were discovered in the ecastern part of Dhat-

taw-taung ot Kyauk Sei town.

Relics of Venerable Kaccavana

In 1322, the relics of Venerable
Kaccayana were collected from an ancient
pagoda in Ngamyaung-taung village, Sagaing
town. Historical accounts have it that the holy
being was a very handsome man. His relics
are pearl-coloured, and similar to the seed of
the jackfruit.

Other relics that have been recovered
from the debris of collapsed pagodas include
those of arahats such as the Venerables
Anuruddha, U-Palj, Bakula, Nagasena, and
Kondanna.

Legend of the Buddha Tooth
Relic from Mrauk U

First Buddha’s Tooth Relic From
Mrauk-U

The first of the Buddha’s sacred tooth
relics were discovered more that 200 years ago
among other treasures at Mrauk-U, after an
ancient pagoda fell through decay.

Many Buddha relics were enshrined in
Min Paung Paya, a pagoda built for kings
during the Waidali dynasty. It sits on a huge
sandstone. When lightning destroyed the
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pagoda in a thunderstorm 43 years ago, its

pieces of sparkling sandstone were found by
a villager who used them to sharpen his
knives.

In addition, he found silver and goid
boxes which had Burmese inscriptions on
them. These boxes housed the Buddha's relics.
The villager emptied the contents of the gold
and silver boxes and melted the precious metal
for sale. Since he had little interest in
Buddha’s relics, he sold the priceless contents
to the late abbot of Mrauk-U Monastery for
ten thousand kyats.

The abbot conducted his own tests on
the relics to confirm their nature. He soaked
them 1n water for seven days, to remove the
dirt and earth on them. The relics would not
sink and some appeared to be sparkling. They
also seemed very hard and not easily crushed.
On the basis of his past experience, he
confirmed that they were indeed Buddha’s
relics. Before he passed away, he left the relics
to the present abbot of that monastery.

The present abbot said the relics would
be conveyed to anyone who 1s willing to
spread the Buddhist faith over a wide region.

The Second Buddha’s Tooth Relic From
Mrauk-U

A Gawunpadi monk, Kuthiayone,
passed several tooth relics to some Sangha



mcmbers atter receiving them from Rahula,
The lower left tooth was conveyed to the monk
Buhala, who in turn remitted it to the King of
the Rakhine (Arakan) State of the Mahasandra
(Weidah Dynasty). He built a pagoda situated
on the mountain called Bagan to enshrine the
tooth. It was 2,300 years ago ncar Mrauk-U
that this structure, popularly known as the
Bagan Pagoda, was built. When the pagoda
collapsed in 1980, the present abbot of Mrauk-
U discovered the Buddha tooth relic together
with a 9-feet Buddha image, and many other
smaller Buddha images made of lcad mixed
with carth and soil.

After conducting some investigation
and making comparisons with the tooth relic
which had graced his monastery for more than
a hunderd years, the abbot rcalised that both
relics had similar qualities, thus endorsing the
authenticity of his find.

Out of gratitude for the hard work
Singapore Golden Pagoda Buddhist Temple
(GPBT) has put in over the ycars in the
restoration of temples in Myanmar, he decided
to pass the Buddha tooth relic to the abbot of
GPBT as a token of his appreciation.

This tooth relic has been inspected and
authenticated by experts from Japan.

How Buddha’'’s Tooth Relics
Arrived at GPBT

Ven. Shi Fa Zhou is held 1n high regard
for his extensive meritorius work 1n Myanmar,
and has been conferred the title of
“Mahasaddhammajotikadhaja™.

When the Abbot of the Mrauk U
Monastery where the sacred Buddha's tooth
was kept, necded a new custodian for the
sacred object, it is to Ven. Shi Fa Zhou that
he turned. The Abbot felt that he was getting
on in ycars, and wanted to entrust the tooth to
someone worthy, in a place where the tooth
would be venerated, and benceficial to the
propagation of the Dharma. On a visit to
Singaporc, he was much impressed by the

open nature of its cosmopolitan socicty, and
by the pcople's mutual respect for one
anothers’ culture and rehigion. His visit to
Golden Pagoda Buddhist Temple and the
Mectia Welfare Association, and his discovery
of the welfare activities of GPBT, convinced

him that herc was a sincere group of

practitioners under a remarkable lcader.
Having the sacred tooth in Singapore also
meant that 1t could be casily accessed by
Buddhists and non-Buddhists alike.

When the Abbot offered the tooth to
Ven. Shi Fa Zhou, the latter felt that as a monk.
it was his duty to preserve the Buddha's
legacy, and he was more than honoured to
accept the responsibility. Thus the Buddha's
tooth arrived in a grand ceremony at GPBT,
on 5 July 2002,

However, Ven. Shi Fa Zhou had felt that
more should be done to create awareness of
the precious relic and the Buddha's greatness.
With that thought, he had began collecting
reclics of the Buddha and of his clder disciples,
and many sacred artefacts, so as to have a
substantial display for the benefit of the
public. 1t is from this ideca that the Enchanting
Buddhist Treasures Exhibition was born.
After the exhibition, all the relics with the
exception of the Mrauk U tooth relic will be
rcturned to their places of ornigin.

One of the Venerable's dearest wishes
right now is to butld a magnificent monument
for the holy tooth relic that would do justice
to its significance. and where it could be easily

viewed and venerated.
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Buddhist Images & Artetacts

Symbols of Buddhism

The images of the Buddha that we see
today were first created several centuries after
his passing away. This is because the Buddha
himself was supposed to have forbidden his
disciples to make any image in his likeness as
he would cease to exist in any form after he
achieved Nirvana. The master and his
teachings are therefore portrayed by a variety
of signs and symbols. Among the more
important symbols of the Buddha and his

message are images of his footprint, a vacant
throne, the lotus flower, the mound of earth
known as a stupa, and the dharma wheel or
cakra. These symbols not only denote the
person of the Buddha, but also events in his
life and aspects of his teachings. They
therefore have both a biographical and
theological meaning.

However, with the passing of the
centuries, Buddhists have felt the need for a
more tangible and concrete representation of



the Buddha than a mere image of his footprint.
Early images ol the Buddha were thus created
by craftsmen in Gandhara, northwest India,
using Greek sculpture as a model for the
Buddha. These craftsmen made the Buddha
look very much like a Greek god in their
sculptures.

In Mathura, another group of

craftsmen and sculptures were also making
images of the Buddha. Their model for the
Buddha image that they were creating was
their Indian guardian gods, the yakshas. From
these two different beginnings developed the
long and distinguished series of Buddha
images that inspire such great admiration

today.

Buddha's Footprints (Buddhapada)

The Buddha's footprints (Buddhapada)
were used in early Buddhism to symbolise his
prescnce. Images of the Buddha’'s footprints
in Theravada countries arec sometimes
monumental and very claborate. These highly
schematized footprints often becar
distinguishing marks: cither a cakra (wheel)

at the centre of the sole, or the 32, 108 or 132

distinctive signs of the Buddha, engraved or

e

painted on the sole and inscribed in a sort of
chequer-board pattern.

Stupas

The Buddha was cremated after his
attaining Parinirvana. The bone fragments of
the Buddha's body werce recovered and divided
up to be interred 1in mounds of carth known as
stupas. These stupas were not so much tombs
of grcat men like the Buddha, but more
reminders and symbols of their continuing
presence in this world. Stupas containing
relics of the Buddha thercefore became centres
and rallying points for Buddhists to pay
homage to their master.

Over time the hemispherical shape of
the stupa became a symbol of not only the
continuing presence of the Buddha. but also
of the mythical ‘world mountain®, Mount
Meru, which sits at the centre of the Buddhist
cosmos. Borobudur in central Java 1s another
grcat stupa that symbolises the Buddhast
cosmos. Built in the middle of the ninth
century, the whole structure represents a vast
three-dimensional mandala (cosmological

diagram).
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The Vacant Throne

The Buddha, as the prince of a royal
house and sovereign of spirituality, is entitled
to a throne. But he cannot be represented as
seating on the throne since he has achieved
Nirvana and has no need for one. Therefore, a
vacant vajra throne is enough to symbolise the

Buddha's presence.

Buddha Images

A wide variety of schools and styles
have evolved in the depiction of the Buddha
since the first images of him were made in the
early centuries of the first millennium. The
various Buddhas are differentiated mainly by
mudras (symbolic hand-gestures), head-
dress, and the kind of seated or standing

posture adopted.

Sutras (Buddhist Texts)

The sutras or canonical Buddhist texts
were written and translated by monks or
missionaries. They guarded these scriptures
carefully as they would not be able to preach
without the scriptures, there could be no

Doctrine.

Buddha Statues and Images

Buddhist images in human form
appeared much later than the beginnings of
Buddhism and the worship of stupa. When
legends of the Buddha’s life were illustrated
on early stupas and their railings, the Buddha
was originally shown only by symbeols. His
presence was indicated, if at all, by footprints,
while a standing woman, his mother,
represented his birth, a tree the Enlightenment,
a wheel the Doctrine and the First sermon, and
the stupa his death (Nirvana). The lack of
human cult images until the last centuries BC
was common to the classical Indian religions.

The Buddha tmage poses problems of
date and origin. The earliest images are in the
Mathura tradition of central India and the
western-influenced Gandharan style of
Pakistan and eastern Afghanistan. It was once
widely supposed that when Gandhara, the
Peshawar Valley, was ruled by Greeks from
Alexandra the Great’s colony in Bractria
(northern Afghanistan), Greek influence
inspired the Buddhists of Gandhara during the
second and first centuries BC to create the first
Buddha image, but this proposition was
contested and a compromise view is that the
Buddha 1image evolved 1n both centres
independently and more or less simultaneously
In response to a growing devotionalism in
Indian religion. The Gandharan images
showed the Buddha standing or seated, his

robe in the Graco-Roman tradition of drapery




in more or less rcalistic folds. The hair was
usually in wavy lines and the Buddha's cranial
bump a bun. Comparisons were proposed with
such Western models as the Gracco-Roman
Apollo and the carly impcrial statuc.

The very beginnings of Buddhist
statuary in India arc virtually unknown to us.
During Buddha's time, his imageries were
mainly iconic represcntations such as bas-
reliefs of Buddha's footprint, a lotus and his
mudras (symbolic hand gestures).

Earliest records of Buddha statuary only
appeared in India a few centurics after the
Buddha's death. The Buddha Sakyamuni s
venerated above all other images, espectally
in Asia, by those who follow his tcachings
since he was the founder and the carliest
expounder of the Dharma.

According to texts brought from India
and China by Chincse pilgrims, Mahayana
tradition has it that the first images
representing the Buddha Gautama were made
in his lifetime by two faithful disciples, the
Indian kings Prasenajit and Udayana.

Today, every statue representing the
Buddha is considered to be alive and to
posscss some vital power: iin the traditional
belicf that cach image of the Buddha inherits
a fraction of the rejas, ‘encrgy’, that the
Buddha himseclf possesses in extreme

abundance, and which is conveniently
represented by a halo.j

Among the Buddha's distinctive marks
and signs are his long carlobes. He also has a
skull protuberance, called an usnisa, the
depiction of which was developed from the
chignon of hair found in carly representations
of the Buddha. His unique hair curl, called an
urna, tound in the middle of the forchead or
between his eycbrows, is usually symbolised
by a round spot (sometimes projected) or a
jewel.

Tradition lists 32 major signs and K0
minor marks which distinguish the Buddha.
These include webbed hands, but different
regions also ascribe their own ideas to the
Buddha’'s features.

Bodhisattvas

Bodhisattvas are ‘beings destined for
Awakening’, preparing through their merits
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and their virtues, to become Buddhas.

In non-Mahayana Buddhism, i1t usually
refers to Maitreya, the Buddha of the Future,
or to the historical Buddha Gautama prior to
his enlightenment, either during the life in
which he became enlightened or in one of the
numerous earlier lives when he was
developing the requisite virtues for
enlightenment, such as the perfection of
generosity.

For followers of the Mahayana
tradition, the Bodhisattvas represent
intermediaries between the 1naccessible,
unimaginable and indescribable Buddha, and
the beings living on this earth of
impermanence and imperfection.

A popular bodhisattva figure in the
Mahayana tradition is the Great Bodhisattva
of Compassion: Kuan Shi Yin
(Avalokitesvara). Originally masculine, he 1s
considered a female figure in China and Japan,
although this discrimination is unsupported by
any canonical text.

In Chinese Buddhist records, it is said
that in the Yuan Dynasty, Buddhist monks
considered that 1t was detrimental to the
propagation of the Dharma not to have a single
female representative among the Buddhas. To
attract the women sponsors, or to facilitate
duties which could not be easily performed by
men, they deliberately created a female
bodhisattva and Kuan Yin was selected for this
purpose.

In China and Japan, it is said that
Avalokitesvara has 33 forms, In actual fact,
he has many more, if one counts the images
that have received particular names, either due
to their origin, or because of the specific
qualities ascribed to them.

The 33 forms have resonance in
Japanese and Chinese legends. He is endowed
with many qualities which other Buddhas do
not display. For instance, he fulfils whatever
requests presented to him and is also the first
to have direct contact with people.

The Six-armed Avalokitesvara
Cintamanicakra is just one form. Other forms
include, a 1,000-hand-and-eye image, the

image of Kuan Yin bestowing a baby is also
one of his embodiments.

Avalokitesvara is also known as
Kwonnon or Kannon 1n Japan, Kwanum in
Korea, Quan-an in Vietnam and Chenresi in
Tibet.

Defenders and Guardians of the
Buddhist Law

Defenders and guardians of the
Buddhist Doctrine are known as Dharmapalas
or protectors of the Dharma. They are
honoured especially in Tibet where they are
worshipped individually or in groups known
as ‘the eight wrathful ones’.

As defenders of the Dharma, they take
on a ferocious and war-like appearance; they
battle on the enemies of the Doctrine and expel
malevolent spirits.

Besides the guardian kings and
Dharmapalas, certain groups of deities exist
that are particular to specific forms of sects
of Buddhism. These groups may be formed of




deities also belonging to other categories and

gathered together for a precise purpose of

worship, or they may belong to special groups
of minor deities such as devas.

Devas are gods inhabiting the celestial
stages of the world and most of them are from
the Indian pantheon. Buddhism does not deny
the existence of gods, but merely considers
them inferior to the Buddha because they are
not enlightened beings. The gods of Buddhism
are not saviours but beings who are more
powerful than humans. They live in great
pleasure over extremely long lives, but are
nevertheless subject to the cycle of rebirth and
suffering.

The earliest Buddhist literature contains
stories of their service to the Buddha, and their
promotion and protection of Buddhism. They
are sometimes invoked for assistance in the
pursuit of material gain.

Reliquary

A reliquary 18 a scaled down version of
a stupa, It has the same function and
symbolism as a stupa and represents the body
of the Buddha and the Dharma, both his person
and his spiritual body (Dharmakaya). It 1s
sometimes seen as a symbol of Maitreya, the
future Buddha. It is held in the hands or placed
on the head of certain deities,

The original form of the stupa

continued in India, but it was shightly modified
in Gandhara and Tibet, finally becoming a
pagoda in China and Japan. In the latter two
countries, the original form of the stupa is
preserved only in the reliquaries and in certain
pagodas called taho-to 1n Japan.
The function of a reliquary 1s to house relics
of the Buddha. It 1s also used to store relics
of the Buddha's disciples and beings who have
great spiritual attainment.

In esoteric symbolism, the form of the

stupa was a schematised succession of simple
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geometric figures. From the bottom upward

these are: a square, a circle, a triangle, a semi
circle and a jewel or flame - a shorthand

representation of the cosmos. The square
represents matter; the circle knowledge; the
triangle the spirit; the semi-circle the Law; and
the flame, the supreme Principle. These
symbols also lend themselves to different
interpretations according to the sect and

scholar.

Pagoda-stupa-Paya

Buddhists of all lands see the stupa as
a representation of the Buddha and his
enlightenment. The stupa is a monument
usually erected over the relic of a Buddha or
an enlightened disciple, or at places
consecrated as scenes of his acts. The custom
originated from India, where a stupa is
basically built to house remains of the Buddha
other holy objects, and Buddha relics
including his tooth relics.

The most common Burmese equivalent
to the often-misleading English term pagoda
(paya) literally means holy one and can refer
to people, deities and places associated with
the religion. For the most part it’s a generic
term for what students of Hindu-Buddhist
architecture call a stupa.

There are basically two kinds of payas:
the solid, bell-shaped zedi and the hollow
square or rectangular pahtos. A zedi or stupa
is usually thought to contain ‘relics’—either
corporeal remains of the Buddha himself
(especially pieces of bone, teeth or hair) or
certain holy materials such as Buddha images
and other religious objects blessed by a
famous sayadaw (Burmese Buddhist master).
Both zedis and pahtos (pagoda) are often
associated with Buddhist monasteries or
Kyaung. The word pagoda is sometimes
translated as ‘temple’ though ‘shrine’ would
perhaps be more accurate since priests or

monks are not necessarily in attendance.




Thangkas

The development of the Tibetan

tradition has given rise to Buddhist art
comprising holy images such as buddhas,
bodhisattvas and guardian kings to be depicted
on thangkas.
Thangka painting is the ancient art form of
Tibetan scroll patnting that primarily depicts
sacred images, such as Buddhist Deities, or
accomplished teachers from history. Tibetans
are historically nomadic, and found it casy to
transport artwork in a scroll form.

Traditionally, thangkas are painted on
fine cotton cloth or silk, and real ground
gemstones and gold were uscd as the
foundation of the pigments. The gemstones
have currcntly been replaced with more
contemporary mediums such as gouache,
tempera and acrylic, but purc gold is still used
in finer thangkas. Far more commonly,
thangkas were, and still are, painted with
mineral colours and gold on a cotton canvas
and then framed in silk brocade. The carliest
known use of stitchery to create thangkas
dates from the thirteenth century when images
were woven and embroidered in China and
given as gifts to Tibetan rulers or
commissioned by them. These pieces
combined Tibetan artistic style with Chinese

textile techniques. Because of their precious
matcrials and the long, painstaking cfforts
required to produce them, these images of
cnlightenment were the most precious and
prestigious in ancient monastic and royal
collections.

Most monasteries have their own
sewing workshops. They would reserve a few
special picced thangkas for display at
particular festivals. The pieced silk form was
especially suited to very large picces, some
scveral storics high, which were rolled out on
hillsides or down the sides of palace and
monastery buildings for special holidays or
ceremonics.

Thangkas arc always madc by
commission to serve as visual aides for
Buddhist sponsors.

It 1s customary in Tibetan Buddhist practice
to make valuable offerings to thangkas; the
same rcasons onc would makc offerings to
ymages and relics of the Buddha and other
cnlightened beings. Offerings of gold, silver,
butter (a symbol of cverything good to
Tibetans), food. precious and scmi-precious
stoncs are common. Among the materials long
valued by Tibetan Buddhists and Himalayan
pecoples is silk cloth, so naturally this became
an appropriate offering material and was used

to create religious images of great value, both

materially and spiritually.
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Mahamuni Buddha

Sandalwood. more than a century old, gilded with pure
gold. armour jacket adorned with rubies. sapphires and
jade. Mudra of left hand symbolises the holding of a
medicine bottle and the right hand,medicine. The
Mahamuni 1s the Burmese version of the Medicine
Buddha. It was passed on to Ven. Shi Fazhao as a gift

from a Mahamuni temple in Mandalay.
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Lu She Na Fuo

Wood. A recent gift from a Taiwanese devotee. The image

has 10 forms. This particular image 1s a combination of

two forms that symbohize immeasurable wisdom and

merits that are gencrated
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Sakvamuni Buddha

Bronze, more than a century old A gift from a vencerable
from a temple in Sr Lanka The cves of the hte-hike
image are made of semi-precious blue gems, exuding an

gura of reverencee and venceration

uoniqiyx3 sasnseas] jsiyppng bunueyouy TP B F IS FE 200 N 3

103



Medicine Buddha SLIIR

;: Bronze. From Nepal. The Medicine Buddha is also as Hal i R . K AJETIR.
:—E__L__j the Master of Healing Buddha. As its name suggests, the eHUl LER Y50 A B e B, MR - DAV B 95
qualities are to spread healing of all forms of tllnesses. W, WAREE SIS, YRR IES 4.
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Lapis Lazuli Medicine Buddha | #4584 &k

By chanting his mantra, onc will be free from fears. e LR by, WRES . EHEA N RS,
nightmares, dangers from all the elements. If one is ANEA I, ATk, K. J). wF. K. EQR. . Ik
sutfering from a coup-de-tat. one will free of the . MER . apdye, AN, SN, dheE, sUeC T 4VRE
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Shan Ming Cheng Ji Niang
Wang Buddha

By chanting his mantra, one will be reliesed from

physical pain and sutferings, dangers and sllwall of other
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Jin Se Bao Guang Miao Ning
Cheng Jiu Buddha

By chanting his mantra, onc will cxperience longevaty
with good hcalth. One will also be properly clothed. fed.
securcd against accidents and be free from mental

atflichions such as anvicty
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Jin Se Bao Guang Miao Xing Cheng Jiu
Buddha

By chanting his mantra, onc will cxpericnce longevaty
with good health. One wall also be preperly clothed. fed.
sccurcd against accidents and he tree from mental

afflictions such as anvicty
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Wu Yu Zui Sheng Ji Xing Buddha
f'”‘ By chanting his mantra one will be protected agaimst
!
physical and spintual dangers, and be released trom pain
ind sutterine of he
j;';[ an flering hell
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Fa Hai Leil Yin Buddha
By chanting his mantra. one’s career would be blessed.

and investments would generate returns. He will help one

SRIUEINAY

cutbtivate a charitable heart
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Fa Han Sheng_, Hu1
You Xi Shen Tong Buddha
By chantineg his mantra. one will be contented 1n

meditation. free trom the shackles of one’s mental
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Sakyamuni Buddha

Bronze, Ming Dyansty. Sakyamuni Buddha situing on a

lotus throne with a mudra of "touching the carth™. It
symbolizes the Buddha using the carth as his witness of
his rcsolve of attaining enlightenment. Vencrable Shi Fa
Zhao's private collection from Bangkok.
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Honey Wax Buddha Mountain

Carved from huney wan, 1t depicts Sakyamun Buddha
on onc sidec and Maitreya Buddha on the other vide
ncstled within the cave of the mountain, vencrated by
devotecs Venerable Shi Fa Zhao's pravate collection
from long Kong.
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Medicine Buddha (Burmese Version)

Made from precious green gein in Myanmar. Was donated
by the Chairman of Po O National as a token of
appreciation to Venerable Sk Fazhao for his restoration

works of temples in Myanmar.
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Buddhist Images & Artefacts
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Bodhisattva Guan Yin

Craved from stone. the colours are creatively
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rused to give

e Shi Fa Zhao's

¢-life appearance. Venerab

private collection from Shanghai

the imagce a i
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Amitabha Buddha, Sakyamuni
Buddha, Medicine Buddha

In a Mahayana Buddhist temple, the images are usually

arranged 1n this order
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Bodhisattva Manjusri

Intricately carved from Jade, the serene-hike image 1s a

symbol of wisdom. In this particular image, Manjusri is
riding on a mythical creature called the Qi Lin. Vencrable

Shi Fa Zhao's private collection from Hong Kong
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Sixteen-arm Avalokitesvara
(Guan Yin)

Carved from i1vory by a Beijing master. Each arm
represents a different form of Guan Yin. Venerable Shi

Fa Zhao's private collection from Singapore.
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Guan Yin Mountain

Intricately carved from white jade, Urungi (Xinjiang)
province. Vencrable Shi Fa Zhao's private collection from

Hong Kong
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Sitting Mi Le Fo (Mahavana Image)

{ :'Il'l-l'tl irom '.'u]ll!.*_' taide it is A iimbinaliind | Hu lidha
and Hodhisattva image. The left hand shows the dharma
mudra while the right holds two lotu talk Yeneral
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Ksitigarbha Bodhisattva
Ming-Qing perniod. The name of this Bodhisativa means
‘He who delivers from the torment of Hell™ In China

1< often shown surrounded by the ten Kings of |
Venerable Shi Fa Zhao's private collection tor over 20

Vears
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Maitreya Buddha (Tibetan Image) | 9R¥)% 5"
Bronze. A small Amitabha sits on the crown. Seated with AL JOD U o 1) i 0 1 B o b . Joiliod, wf AT -
both feet on the ground it symbolizes him waiting to e, ACHHICE,  fl o £, |‘ Erﬁriﬂif'ﬂlﬁ"-’iﬂi A
descend to earth. Venerable Shi Fa Zhao's private i, AU b, X IEorh BEE LA, TR
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Vaisravana (Tibetan Image)

Hronze Aw a defender and guardhian of the Buddhaur Laa
he iv also kpown as o god of lortune, e sows o rewcue
sentienl bemgs ftrom demons and poserty Donated b

House of IJL"+1”'|:1 Aty and € rafts “nnr.tp.-lr
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Yellow God of Fortune

Bronze. As a defender and guardian of the Buddhist law,

he i1s another version of a god of fortune He vouws to
rescue senticnt beings from demons and poverty Donated

by House of Destiny Arts and Crafts, Singapore
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Mandala (Tibetan) GBI

Gold. A representation of the cosmos of the universe. it A, SRR -, LAtk -2, (L
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Elephant Carrying a Reliquary
Sri Lanka, carved from ivory, adorned with precious
stones. A representation of a real-life Buddhist procession
in Sri Lanka where an elephant carries a reliquary
housing Buddha's sacred rehics tor devotees to pay therr

respects. Venerable Shi Fa Zhao's private collection
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Begging Bowl

Made of natural crvstals adorned

it1s a rephica of begging bowls uved
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Monkey Kings and
Elephants making offerings

Pure gold, adorned with coloured precious stones.
Monkeys and elephants revered in Theravada Buddhism.
This 1s because a monkey offered fruits while an elephant

guarded Buddha while he was in deep meditation.
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Sutra Carved on Tree Bark

Also considered a part of Buddha's relics, sutras are
popularly inscribed on natural precious materials as
offerings to the Buddha. The cover of this sutra is made
of two kilogrammes of pure gold.
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This stupa, which is around 70 vears old, belongs to VEN
GALABODAGNANISSARA of the GANGARAMAYA
TEMPLE in Sti Lanka. In 1992, he offered the Buddha
rclics and stupa to Ven. Shi Fa Zhao for his keeping.
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Golden Pagoda Buddhist Temple's 10th Anniversary
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1992 - 2002
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About Golden Pagoda Buddhist Temple
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LLooking Back...

To help sentient beings attain ultimate
happiness and escape from the misery of hife.
to increase our wisdom and free us from
mental and physical suttfering this 1s the aim
of the Supreme Buddha.

The immeasurable wisdom and
compassion of the Medicine Buddha 1s able
to help devotees extensively. When devotees
try to fulfill the vows of the Medicine Buddha
to attain buddhahood. they realise that they
are more able to avert calamities and at the
same time generate more merits. If devotees
continue with this path under the protection
of Medicine Buddha, it 1s in the ultimate hope
that all sentient beings will attain

enlightenment.

Ven, She Fazhao shares the same
aspirations as the Medicine Buddha and has
strong athhiation towards him Hence, he set
an objective to build a temple that s dedicated
to the Medicine Buddha

Eventually, Ven. Shi Fazhao managed
to rarse suthicient tunds to acquire the land
parcel on 798 Tampines Road to build the
present Golden Pagoda Buddhist Temple (May
1S5, 19K9)

Golden Pagoda Buddhist Temple s a
non-profit and selt-supported Buddhist

weltare and education organisation

Objectives

To Propagate Dharma Education

o Promote Weltare and Education

To Support the activities of Culture and Arts
o Support other Chanitable and Weltare
Orgamsations

o grant or partuicipate 1n granting relief and

ard to the sick. poor and needy
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T he logo:
Lotus
Pagoda

Light

Red Colour

Gold Colour:

: Medicine Buddha’s virtuous merits to ease sufferings of

sentient beings.

: An offering to the relics of Medicine Buddha, in memory of

the merits of Buddha.

: The radiance of the healing light from Lapis Lazuli Medicine

Buddha radiates on all sentient beings with affection,
equanimity, happiness and generosity; fulfilling the requests

of all sentient beings.

: The power and authority of the Buddhist doctrine, with

warmth and affection.
I'he radiance of compassion, loving kindness, wisdom, fortune

and fulfillment of merits.



May 15, 1989

The founding of ‘Construction of Golden Pagoda Buddhist
Temple’ Committee at Chih Kuei Fu Ser The signing
ceremony was officiated at 7 30pm

From right: Mr. Chen Jiu Cheng, Mr. Dennis Ho
(Architect), Mr. Francis Chen (Construcion Consultant)
Ven. Shi Fazhao, Mr. Lee Kim Huat (Developer), Mr Ben
Ee, Mr. Tan Yan Kee, Ms. Fong Pei Qi
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,_ March 11,1990 | —AA0FE=A+—H

Ground breaking and blessing ceremony of Golden MEBEZLUFESAL SEZENHAPERESTHRFE
Pagoda Buddhist Temple, led by Elder Ven. Guang Qia, FERET LK.

Abbot of Long San Temple

V jjuag,
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March 11,1990 | —AA0E=A+—H
Laying of Foundation officiated by Mr Zhuang Rexi RBEXBIFZEHBETEFFTRFRIEEEN.
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Golden Pagoda Buddhist Temple's structure in the midst FEERSFTRFINTERE
of completion
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Early 1992 | —AAZS

The completed building of Golden Pagoda Buddhist PESESHFRFRIEA
Temple at 798, Tampines Road. Singapore 518475. WFXRREHE NS 708 WMmiRsfX 518475.
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Golden Pagoda Buddhist Temple’s

Tenth Anniversary
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February 1, 1992

The installation of Parasol and its accompanying parasols
In the main hall of Golden Pagoda Buddhist Temple

officiated by Xiao San Quee Sen , Chairman of Tiao Chin

Sen Long Chu Association.
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February 5, 1992

Consecration ceremony of the image of Medicine Buddha
in the main hall of Golden Pagoda Buddhist Temple
Otferings such as jewellnes made ot gold. silver. coral,
jade, amber, agate. crystals and precious stones
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The image of the Master of Healers, the Medicine Buddha,
cures all sentient beings who have faith in him: who hears
his name and sees his image. Height: 11 feet
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February 6, 1992

The abbot of Golden Pagoda Buddhist Temple, Ven. Shi
Fazhao, presided over the inaugural ceremony of the
statue of Medicine Buddha. A blessing was given to world
peace, harmony prosperity of the country including the
preservation of the Dharma.

—AA=FEZAKH

R PSR B R S MR
A=, EHEFE. FEHFNE, BEE,
EESE, ARRE.

The main hall of Golden Pagoda Buddhist Temple
teaturing the Medicine Buddha flanked by his Eight
Bodhisattvas, as depicted in the Medicine Sutra.
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March 8, 1992

Golden Pagoda Buddhist Temple pilgrimage to Sri Lanka
at an ancient city

March 14, 1992

Dhana ceremony to 1,500 Sangha members in Sn Lanka
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March 14, 1992

The President of Sri Lanka, Ranasinghe Premadasa in a
handing-over ceremony of Buddha Relics to Ven. Shi
Fazhao, the abbot of Golden Pagoda Buddhist Temple
after conducting the Dhana ceremony to 1,500 Sangha
members.

—LAZF=RA+HB
HME=FREEERRDRX P RREFUF—FREM
=REZOMGE, BXBRSHFFRESESFERZE
BGEUD.

March 15, 1992

A welcome ceremony of Buddha's Relics from Sri Lanka'’s
Maha Sangha and delegates at Changi Airport received
by devotees of Golden Pagoda Buddhist Temple

- A=E=A+4AH
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March 15,1992 —AAZ&=RA+AH
WESIESEH T/ EPHAHAG RS Foangaramary 1

G Cnanmissara FHREURRASH F. BXTHRAE=

1% ¥

The presentation of Buddha's relics to Ven Shi Fazhao
by the abbot Sri Lanka Gangaramaya Temple. Ven G

Gnanissara

131



_I_.
illi
1]
i
-
(g~
=
-
>
-
—
=
L g~]
»
o)
-
-

2
=
—
o
=
w
8
7Q
<
=
&
=
=
—_
-
=
;-
—
-
@
=
=
m-l'
g

132

July 24, 1992

The consecration ceremony of 3,000 Kuan Yin statues
and 88 Buddha statues residing in Golden Pagoda
Buddhist Temple by Ven. Somde) PhraBuddhacharaya,
Chief Abbot of Wat Srakes (Thailand)

—AA=FtA=+HAB
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July 25, 1992

The opening ceremony of Buddha's Relics Exhibition at
Golden Pagoda Buddhist Temple, inaugurated by Ven.
Somde) PhraBuddhacharaya, Chief Abbot of Wat Srakes
(Thailand)
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July 30,1992 —AAZEtA=+8

The Rinpoche consecration ceremony of Vairocana RERASA T RBODER, ZARAE BT N,
Buddha DYy Bhardo Sa'-r[}gi Abbot of Nyanar Q Phe gyeling Hhe | Jye 1 1ng Monastery _=1,— (FI55har 1 Lot i A 1=
Monastery at Golden Pagoda Buddhist Temple CEV TR IR INREAETUNTRRTRET
| -
LA

September 9,1992 —ALZEARANE

FREBTHES FHL, BEGR=F®
HARMELSFBHNMEBE HEH

Ven. Shi Fazhao was conferred the honorary clergy name
of “Seevali” of His Excellency by the Supreme Council of
Maha Sangha in Sri Lanka
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September 13, 1992

The first holy matrimony at Golden Pagoda Buddhist
Temple a decade ago. After 10 years of marriage, they
are now successtul entrepreneurs, under the blessings
of Medicine Buddha
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September 18, 1992

A sapling from The Bodhi tree in Bodhi Gaya, where
Gautama Buddha attained enlightenment, was presented
by Sri Lanka's Maha Sangha at Golden Pagoda Buddhis!
Temple.

—-AAZENA+I/\B

GE=FRUMScMZIEAHE -8
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September 19, 1992

Inauguration ceremony of Golden Pagoda Buddhist
Temple by Mr Chew Heng Ching, Honourary Member of
Parliament for Eunos GRC

—~ANZEALARTAE
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September 19, 1992

The 'Opening Door’ Ceremony of Golden Pagoda
Buddhist Temple by Mr Chew Heng Ching, Honourary
Member of Parliament for Eunos GRC and the Opening
Ceremony of the main hall of Medicine Buddha by the
devotees

:;.’-‘l | 5 -"Ilu Sk i ]
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Unveiling of Medicine Buddha by Mr Zhuang Rexi.
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The prayer for the consecration ceremany of Medicine
BUdehd C(}ndutf!‘_‘f{_’ t}y S“ L_(i”hd rjh]”f];_if;jf?: dyad TJ-'II.’T.{JH"- @
Ven G. Gnanissara and the Maha Sangha at Golden

Pagoda Buddhist Temple

SRR =+ Gangarama

The prayer for the consecration ceremony of Medicine
Buddha conducted by Bhardo Serpa Rinpoche, Abbot of
Nyanang Phelgyeling Monastery at Golden Pagoda
Buddhist Temple
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Ven. Shi Jue Guang (Hong Kong) led the consecration
chanting ceremony with foreign and local Maha Sangha
for Medicine Buddha, sponsored Buddhas and

Bodhisattvas.

NEFERBIERSESKER TR EE AL
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Laity of Shan Fook Tong Temple making offerings to the
Medicine Buddha.
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September 19, 1992

Donation of a S$50,000 cheque to Lee Kuan Yew
Scholarship Fund during Golden Pagoda Buddhist Temple
Inaugural Blessing Ceremony, presented to Mr Chew
Heng Ching, Honourary Member of Parliament for Eunos
GRC by Ven. Shi Fazhao
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ERETR IV TPEZBFIFARILLADFARES
Bxharn, BEAZURETIREERKRES

September 19, 1992 |

Donation of a $S$50,000 cheque to COMC during Golden
Pagoda Buddhist Temple Inaugural Blessing Ceremony,
presented to Mr Chew Jing Rui, Senior Deputy CEO of a

Chinese newspaper by Ven. Shi Fazhao
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— Golden Pagoda Buddhist Temple's Mass Taking Refuge FESESFTINMEERNEBESRESTZ L. FiFt
S Ceremony held at The Singapore Indoor Stadium. Local RERESSKPLKE, FELAKE, PEERKE.
= and invited guests from overseas Maha Sangha SESKkE. FERWKE. SXBLAEEKE. #
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September 20, 1992

Mass Taking Retuge Ceremony of a 1,000 devotees at
The Singapore Indoor Stadium,

140
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The dance ensemble presented a dance drama nntitled
'The History ot Buddha’

IfzABe . HmMBosRXS5NB - ""Fr
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Buddha's life was depicted \n a dance in praise of his
enlightenment and his preaching ot the Dharma to all
santient beings.
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February 20, 1993

The first 10,000 Buddhas Chanting Ceremony offerings
to the heavens to mark the official completion of Golden
Pagoda Buddhist Temple
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Abbot of Golden Pagoda Buddhist Temple, Ven Shi
Fazhao led the Maha Sangha for the chanting ceremony.
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March 12, 1993

Sri Lanka Gangaramaya Temple's Ven G Gnanissara
and Bhardo Serpa Rinpoche, Abbot of Nyanang
Phelgyeling Monastery, blessing the 'Closing Door
ceremony on the first day of Ven. Shi Fazhao's retreat at
Golden Pagoda Buddhist Temple

- A= =A+=H

BB =+ Gangaramaya 385 5 Gna
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Ven. Chow Kun Phra Panyapachanusith
Vithesasanakitkanajarn Chen Dun (Thailand) conducting
‘closing-door’ ceremony on the first day of Ven. Shi
Fazhao's retreat at Golden Pagoda Buddhist Temple
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] June 4, 1993

A visit by His Excellency, Chief monk, Supreme Council
of Maha Sangha in Sri Lanka, during Ven. Shi Fazhao's
retreat.

V qruay,
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His Excellency, Chief Monk, Supreme Council of Maha
Sangha in Sri Lanka and devotees of Golden Pagoda
Buddhist Temple celebrate Buddha’s birthday at the
temple
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July 12, 1993

The installation of Medicine Buddha s personal
attendants. Bodhisattvas Chandraprabha iLunaf
Radiance) and Suryaprabha (All-pervading Sunj

—-AWNh=%tA+=8
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Ven. Somdej PhraBuddhacharaya, Chiet Abbot of Wat
Srakes (Thailand) consecrating the installation of
Bodhisattvas Chandraprabha (Lunar Radiance) and
Suryaprabha (All-pervading Sun), followed by a blessing
ceremony for devotees of Golden Pagoda Buddhist
Temple
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Ven. Somde; PhraBuddhacharaya, Chief Abbot of Wat
Srakes (Thailand) visited Ven. Shi Fazhao at his retreat.

SEEGETF T A KHE, b o 8% REF.
348 F T BR A 1F

Ven Somde) PhraBuddhacharaya being escorted by a
devotee of Golden Pagoda Buddhist Temple.
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March 20, 1994

Grand Dana offering to 5,000 monks in Sri Lanka,
performed by more than 400 devotees and Sangha
members from Taiwan, Thailand, Malaysia, Canada,
Nepal, led by Ven. Shi Fazhao. Photo taken with the
President of Sri Lanka at his presidential residence.
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March 21, 1994 —hANAE=Z/A=+

Ven Shi Xin Guan (Taiwan) and Ven Shi Fazhao donated LSRN EES EHIFABRISE TSGR 2+
US$20.000 to Buddha's Sacred Tooth Relic Temple in MRF S, LUEHIEEERITE, ST IFIESA L

Kandy. Srit Lanka for the maintenance of the temple The e EIET
donation was received by a representalive member of
the working commuttee

HOTHHQIUX S saanse ol psigppng bunuey o g

March 21,1994 | —AAPE=RA_=-+="H

Dana offerings to 5.000 monks from Local and foreign | PRSI RREAGEIMGERE FASENER Y
devotees of Golden Pagoda Buddhist Temple at Colombo. i ERTEMRIS. GENAESR U, —HECE
Sri Lanka. | GRLE 5ol SR ORI RIS
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The presentation of Buddha's Sacred Relics to Ven. Shi
Kuang Jing, Abbot of Long Shan Temple (Singapore), by
Secretary of Buddhist Committee at Sri Lanka
Gangaramaya Temple (Colombo) after the Dana offering
ceremony.

TREFTFHFRATEQZISABE, BHE=FEH#
ittt Gangaramaya 5, BIERBERSHBKEEH
REHFFHMBERELF BKE.

The presentation of Buddha's Sacred Relics to Ven. Shi
Miao Hua, Abbot of Chih Kuel Fu Ser (Singapore), by
Secretary of Buddhist Committee at Sri Lanka
Gangaramaya Temple (Colombo) after the Dana offering
ceremony.

E BRI RS RRERSMBKBEHRE ST FFH M
WHRBHEFUERE.



The presentation of Buddha's Sacred Relics to a
representative venerable of Lian Shan Shuan Lin
Monastery (Singapore). by Secretary of Buddhist
Committee at Sri Lanka Gangaramaya Temple (Colomboj
after a Dana offering ceremony

ZH IR AR A BEMZREEH FFEX
EX LIRS BRABDEREEESE

The presentation of Buddha's Sacred Relics to a
representative of Singapore’'s Buddhist Lodge. by
Secretary of Buddhist Committee at Sri Lanka
Gangaramaya Temple (Colombo) after a Dana ottering
ceremony.

ZHAPBINARBRAS R BKMEI@RESHF FiH X
RANEIHR HBREBRETHERE

WHRBESNNIFE 200NN
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The presentation of Buddha's Sacred Relics to a
representative nun of Singapore’s Pu Ti Buddhist Temple,
by Secretary of Buddhist Committee at Sri Lanka
Gangaramaya Temple (Colombo) after a Dana otfering
ceremony.

ZREZMBREBHREZEASHBRBEBRESFFFHM
R EAR BTt — & U

The presentation of Buddha's Sacred Relics to Ven. Chow
Kun Phra Panyapachanusith Vithesasanakitkanajarn
Chen Dun, by Secretary of Buddhist Committee at Sri
Lanka Gangaramaya Temple (Colombo) after a Dana
offering ceremony:.

EFREMBIERRERASHBRBEBR SN FFRE
FHAFHREFERERARKZ.



HHARENIEIFRERNS

The presentation of Buddha's Sacred Relics to Elder Sh FTHIPARIARKERSCKEBERA IR EHFFOR
Bo Yuan, Abbot of Hu Bin Buddhist Hermitage (Malaysia) BISHEERIMEEBEERE

L siyppng bunueyou3

by Secretary of Buddhist Commuttee at Sri Lanka
Gangaramaya Temple (Colombo) after a Dana offering

Serjhse

ceremony
The presentation of Buddha's Sacred Relics to a L R RRRSASHEBKBEI@®EETH FFIE
representative Venerable Shi Guo Hua Abbot of YuanJue | HBIHIXEBATHEGEH R

Buddhist Hermitage (Malaysia), by Secretary of Buddhist |
Committee at Sri Lanka Gangaramaya Temple (Colombo) |
after a Dana offering ceremony.
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The presentation of Buddha’s Sacred Relics to a
representative Elder from Taiwan, by Secretary of
Buddhist Committee at Sri Lanka Gangaramaya Temple
(Colombo) after a Dana offering ceremony.

ZREMBEGBERSBEKMEBRENFFES
SlERFERSEKZE.

The presentation of Buddha’s Sacred Relics to a
representative Elder from Taiwan by Secretary of Buddhist
Committee at Sri Lanka Gangaramaya Temple (Colombo)
after a Dana offering ceremony.

EREPRBBHERSBEKMERRESHFTFAE
WEXRPRESEFOUKE.
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WHAMGKERE

The presentation of Buddha's Sacred Relics to a ZHEIMRRARKRS ARz @ THFFIRE
representative Venerable trom Medan. Indonesia by MEX2HLHTIFENRTE RN

Secretary of Buddhist Committee at Sr Lanka
Gangaramaya Temple (Colombo) after a Dana offering

ceremony
The presentation of Buddha's Sacred Relics to a 24 RKBRSASREKBAT@N P+ FRETR
representative Tibetan Monk from Nyanang Phelgyeling M Nyanang Phelgyeling Monasters ¥

Monastery Temple by Secretary of Buddhist Committee
at Sri Lanka Gangaramaya Temple (Colombo) after a
Dana offering ceremony.

Uopaiyx g sounseas isiyppng bunueyou 3
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i Devotees of Golden Pagoda Buddhist Temple gathers HEAFFEREISRBXHRESHFUKEH, PFES
under a Bodhi tree after the presentation of Buddha's BFEEER): HERELT. RLIFEL. Z3BEEE
Sacred Relics by the Secretary of Buddhist Committee +. HBEEREL. FHBEL. EEBELTERRMT
at Sri Lanka Gangaramaya Temple (Colombo). R{HEFE T2 RN—%.
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AGE TO KANDY TOOTH RELIC TEMPLE ";“‘“}H NG
20-22 MARGH 2537 |

Ven. G.Gnanissara, abbot of Sri Lanka Gangaramaya ZREMSEEZEE#RBEMRBEELATTFHE=F
Temple received a donation of US$70,000 by Ven. Shi Gangaramaya F{¥#F G.Gnanissara UMEAHBEESE.
Fazhao, contributed by local and foreign devotees for the
temple's education trust fund.
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pril 8,1994 —AAMFMAH/\B

Ven Shi Fazhao and Ven Chow Kun Phra RAERABEEZELNRS
Panyapachanusith Vithesasanakitkanajarn Chen Dun at BLAREME/L. BHEEES. 2
the site {or the construchion ol an « rphanage in the retugod el il 4 Fl &) _:_ 1!' A * '

district ot Chiang Rai, Thailand

—

-

AHRE IS HE 20 N

Orphans of ‘Wan Wei' village of the refugee district looking RILAFRIFE2N—HAILINTISE

forward to the completion of the orphanage 1k 14
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June 17, 1994

Devotees of Golden Pagoda Buddhist Temple at Changi
Airport Departure Hall before their flight on a pilgrimage
to Taiwan

— A AEFRA+tH
PEEESENSBRBFESHE, HRMTHmE
HENGESEERS

June 19, 1994

Ven. Shi Fazhao being officially conferred The 43
Disciple by the Senior Monk Ven. Shi Jing Xin of Lin Ji
sect in Kuang De Monastery in Taiwan.

—AAlEFRA+AE

t FERE S, ABABHFERS LA BE LN
B, FABFESEFRCESREN+=RERF
F.



W F RS NS FE E 0

a1 Isiyppng bunueyosu3

Senior Monk Ven. Shi Jing Xin of Lin Ji sect in Kuang De ERREZIM IR E = FGangaramay a3 M0 onantssara

Temple receiving Buddha's Sacred Relics from Ven G MEIREEHFFAEIFIEHPLOKE

Gnanissara, abbot of Sn Lanka Gangaramaya at the main

hall ot Kuang De Monastery in Taiwan 7
o

e
June 21, 1994 —hANnPE AT —B
Welcome Speech Ceremony given by Elder Shi Xin Guan, SBABPXDPEFHIOAKEMMEFIFESINFIER

abbot of 'Pu Li Tian Chong Tian Monastery in Taiwan. *EHHE
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June 22, 1994

Golden Pagoda Buddhist Temple Familiarization Tour to
Xing Zhu Chao Yin Monastery led Ven. Shi Fazhao.

—AAlNEFRAHTZH
SEFMTPTEFEHEBYRAAKE, RERFHP
E&ESHHEESHE. FTRTRFLIINEE

A

e

July 9, 1994

Ven Shi Fazhao, abbot of Golden Pagoda Buddhist
Temple and Ven. G.Gnanissara, abbot of Sri Lanka
Gangaramaya together with Metta Welfare Association
at Kallang Theatre for a fund-raising dance event.

— A NlFEEANHE
FEESESFENMCZE—EET, ZBZXED). K
EID SR8 = FGangaramaya sF{¥# G.Gnanissarald
BAXEEREFERTMERBBRSEE.



Ven Shi Fazhao presented a cheque of SS300 000 raised FPRISIESED —S— BB, $3F§2x%"
from tund raising dance event to Metta Wellare XAHHESABAET=1+57H ¥ I
Association

October 5, 1994 —-hAlE+AAAB

PESKI¥NF—BRMES IHIAES

FMEXEHES.

-

Ven. Shi Fa Zhao leads his Sangha members on the first

7-day Medicine Buddha Blessing Ceremony (Mahayana XLt XLt ERPSGWRTE
tradition) to transfer merit to devotees @BEIOMEE. B ORE. NMIRAM. TRES
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February 13, 1995

Principal of Maha Bodhi School receiving donation for
school development fund during the Golden Pagoda
Buddhist Temple's Ten Thousand Buddha Blessing
Ceremony.

June 4, 1995

Golden Pagoda Buddhist Temple's pilgrimage and dhana
offering tour to Nepal and Thailand. Devotees from
Malaysia, Taiwan, Indonesia and Sri Lanka gather at
Changi airport Departure hall.

— W NMAAE-R+=H
FREFTFARES IRRAEESRERBRES,
EHNEFHERR, ERSEFRKETIRESER.

—AAAE;RAMNB

PESEFENMEER. BARBEFM@FHA. HRH
DA RELRALE. AS. NERHBE=FHFHHE. H
ZARTHEENHSCEE.
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June 6, 1995

Elders, Venerables and devolees pose for a Qroup phot
at a Dharma Hall at Bangkok after a dhana offer

300 monks
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June 7, 1995

Photo taken at the main hall entrance of Fo Guan Buddhist

Monastery with the abbot of the monastery
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1 June 8,1995 | —AhAEA/NB
- O Ven. Shi Fazhao, abbot of Golden Pagoda Buddhist FHBEHRTE=FGangaramaya S 6.
g E Temple, and Ven. G.Gnanissara, abbot of Sri Lanka Gnanissara PEHRESHIKERLARNyYanang
; % Gangaramaya, arriving at Nyanang Phelgyeling Phelgyeling Monastery .
> — Monastery Temple to present Buddha's Sacred Relics to
= v the temple.
= = — B
_— m
< 9
c o
% =
= &
< 2
—
—3
;!
-—
-
=
~
e
—:’;.
Inaugural Ceremony of Nyanang Phelgyeling's main hall, FEEEFEESESMHEB AP TS BRERMTRIE N
attended by contnibutors from Golden Pagoda Buddhist BRPLER/NEREEXER., ARBRNyanang
Temple. stall vendors and committee members from Teck Phelgyeling Monastery 3% —HEHRF, T EXR
Kah management committee AE- SR TR '
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Golden Pagoda Buddhist Temple devotee, Mr Lim QOon Fix(Nils. BPPEIIBIEEIREBE T ERRYES
Kuin, placed a three carat diamond on the ‘third eye’ of PR THREDFE®R

the Sakyamuni Buddha image in Nyanang Phelgyeling
temple, Nepal

uomqiyx3 saanseas | asiyppng bunueyouy AR BE NI HF G 209 N -

June 9,1995 | —hAAARESRAAB

Devotees braved the rain to conduct dhana offerings to | {PEI&IXFME B /RNyanang Phelgyeling Monaster,
1,500 monks at Nyanang Phelgyeling temple in Nepal | FINEF—FRECIRIS. 4MBHRR. EH
| ABTRARNIRIURNER

|
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September 3, 1995

Opening Ceremony of Golden Pagoda Buddhist Temple's
Buddha's Sacred Relics Exhibition held at Singapore
Indoor Stadium with Senior Monk Ven. Shi Jing Xin
(Chairman of Worid Chinese Buddhist Sangha Congress)
as the Guest-of-Honour.

—hWAAEAB=H
PFEEEBSBRINMEZENEBTEENLSE BB EFF
B, RStREGSSKFOKEFEIHEFENRA.

Elders and Venerables from Taiwan, Indonesia and Sri
Lanka standing by to inaugurate the opening ceremony
of Golden Pagoda Buddhist Temple 2™ Buddha's Sacred
Relics Exhibition

FMEREDRAL. BIE. 58, HE=ZFEFEFEEL
KEZEHEHPEESEFHAEMIE_RHRESNTR.
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A Sr Lankan dance group performed the Theravada

R =+FARNIET6

traditional cultural dance at the Singapore Indoar Stadhwun A kiR

for Golden PJ‘_}I_}-'LI Buddhist Temples 3° Anniversat
Dance event
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Singapore Dance Ensemble and Golden Pagoda pinhig 8 - BHBME Mt

Buddhist Temple musical group presented the Eight 3] (1 ~

4
Auspicious Symbols Dance as its finale PRI ATWURYA
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Bl December 9,1995 | —hAALAE+_ANB

Ven. Shi Fazhao was officially conferred The 47" Disciple EHEBHEEeSsK, BEENESFEEMN R LA

by the Senior Monk Ven. Shi Jue Guang of Tian Tai Sect FEHMB LR AN, FIRENEEF, SRALEZFER

(Hong Kong) . aZEEEM. EEEEZZEH, TRERFELTXE
FEO+TERERBF.
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Ven. Shi Fazhao (second row from right) seen here with BENZFIEMIHRL LAFENEAR, —RFS5H
his master Ven. Shi Jue Guang of Tian Tai Sect (Hong M iEF BRI, FMBEEFENREM. SRALZ
Kong) in front of the monastery’s man hall FREFIH, T FFAEZH. EEZFEEEME

WRFENHAEXERE




WHRBES)IERIE Z00 AN

June2 1996 —ARAEAB=B

Ven. Somdej PhraBuddhacharaya. Chiet Abbot of Wat ARBAVRIIBuBECEXLE. s EL@r
Srakes (Thailand) invited as the Guest-of-Honour by Ven FHIJITHEI2HN

Shi Fazhao for the blessing of the making of gold-mould
tor reliquary to house Buddha's Sacred Relics

UOIgIyx 3 saanseol] }siyppng bunueysu3
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Buddha's Sacred Relics Pagoda gilded with 9kg gold | HZBRESFTEWOALF. ERWAL. E. 2 F
adorned with precious stones and a 3 carat diamond; | f. HRNERAEY-_IENKEG—RK ITEEIXER
Myanmar and Sri Lanka inspired design. HE2+FX@it. BIMREN
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December 5, 1996

His Majesty King Bumibol Adulyadej of Thailand conferred
the title of Chaokun Phra Vithethamanusith to Ven. Shi
Fa Zhao, Abbot of Golden Pagoda Buddhist Temple

— A ARE+"BRAH
ZEESHEETRES S EHRA, HHEmEFH
ERBKKEY “AMNBAETREZEE BB.

March 9, 1997

Celebration of Ven. Shi Fazhao's title conferred by the
King of Thailand at SUNTEC Singapore International
Convention and Exhibition Centre with Guest-of-Honour
Chew Heng Ching, Honourary Member of Parliament for
Eunos GRC

—LAtF=RANH

P E &S 2 R R MEE RS WRRE L, &
HEARK M, WK ERE R HERYKBIRE, kS
R R B TR S T I,



Local and foreign Sangha guests in celebration of Ver

Shi Fazhao's title confarred by the King of Thailand

Ven. Shi Fazhao with the Abbot Chow Kun and his Sangha
members from Ananda Metyarama Buddhist Youth Circle

AHNAS)IERFE 200N
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May 14, 1997

Ven. Shi Fazhao was conferred the title of the Dharma
Cakara Gold Wheel Award by the Princess of Thailand
for the Greatest Contribution of the Maha Sangha at the

Royal Imperial Compound.

— A AtFEAA+HEEB
RELEHETRELE HMLBRFARRE X
ER L FERYKBIER.

Ven. Shi Fazhao posing with a Sangha member and
devotees after the conferring ceremony

MM LE, FREKBHEVRESSHEE RS
W



May 25, 1997

Guest-of-Honour Mr Abdullah Tarmugi, Minister for
Community Development taking in the sights of Hears-
de-Lotus 1997 Charity Walk cum Family Carnival

—-hAWNhtEREBR=-+AHB
XETMULHRBDERT SHNREIERREELS
tPRBBARFNES TN, PELEIHDNHY (X
DO NESREES) R

October 28, 1997

Golden Pagoda Buddhist Temple Second Short-Term
Novice Course (49 days) seen here with Precept Master
Shi Chen Dun (first row, sixth from right) at Victoria
Theatre (Singapore).

—hAhtE+RA=+/\H
PESES¥AN_BENHKBEES, HEKEN
AX., RFEEERCIPEARERFTSES, NEE
MFMEEEAN. SFER TEXFSHALOSR
HicEFABRNEY
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December 26, 1997

Guest-of-Honour Mr. Yeo Cheow Tong, Minister for Health
and the Environment with MP for Bukit Gombak, Mr. Ang
Mong Seng, at the Hearts-de-Lotus 1997 Charity Banquet.
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March 24, 1998

A ceremony in memory of, Elder Shi Bai Shen, Chairman
of World Chinese Buddhist Sangha Congress at Golden
Pagoda Buddhist Temple.

e —— —— ——— e |

—AANE=ZAZ+MEHE
tRERSTIPESESFETEHRERZAIARLL
ABERLEZ.



March 25, 1998

The second meeting of World Chinese Buddhist Sangha
Congress Sixth Executive Committee jointly organised
by Golden Pagoda Buddhist Temple and Metta Wellare
Association.

Largest number of Sangha members gathering at Worid
Chinese Buddhist Sangha Congress Sixth Executive
Committee as noted by chairman, Ven. Shi Jing Xin

—-hhI\E=B_=-+5AH

HREMSEINDEIBRTRRE. PRIBFREA
fuphsHhE XXz HHE

FEEEMNERMENHBIHF LIS N, $RAK
RLOKERBEXXS. RAPSEXRHUREREN X
.
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April 25, 1998

His Holiness Deputy Supreme Patriarch of Thailand
Venerable Somde] PhraBuddacharaya together with
Guest-of-Honour Mr Hawazi Daipi, MP for Sembawang
GRC at The Ground-Breaking ceremony of Metta Home.

—hAANFENA=+AH
XL IR-RERESWRBRESALEREERGINR
EMEXBLEY (EAFEE) THHTHR.

May 31, 1998

Guest-of-Honour BG (NS) George Yeo, Minister for
Information and The Arts and Second Minister for Trade
and Industry together with Ven. Shi Jing Xin, Chairman
of World Chinese Buddhist Sangha Congress sounding
the gong for the Official Opening of Hearts-de-Lotus 1998
Charity Walk cum Family Carnival.

—AWNNERAA=+—H
AEETRFERZRMEKFRILE BB REIMAR
Rt RERESSKPORKEHBREXBR DS E D,
FEEEFHHIHN WEDLIBNEERFESZ -
1)



November 15, 1998 - NN\E+—B+AB

Guest-of-Honour RAdm (NS) Teo Chee Hean. Minister ALt RUEABKEBEDEYR S TFARMYUE S
for Education and Second Minister for Detlence at Hearts RASHDETH. FRSIESIHDHAN EEAMEY QR
de-Lotus 1998 Chanty Banque! W&

November 21, 1998 —hANN\E+—H=-+—H

Guest-of-Honour Dr. Aline Wong, Senior Minister of State NAMKERDTEHNARERENBREEM LY (BRAE
for Health and Education at the Official Opening of Metta HEHERER L) TRFARAL

Day Rehabilitation Centre for the Elderly
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. Guest-of-Honour Mr Abdullah Tarmugi, Minister for HELZRBPRKRBREBFEEX WA IR EE R ER
= Community Development. at the Opening Ceremony for =D, ABRBAINEZCAHAFEREPRLEHFASNA
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May 30,1999 | —AARFRAA=1+H
Guest-of-Honour Mr Yeo Cheow Tong, Minister for Health AKEFRIDAMRAFHM OB R EE R B E D,
and the Environment, officially opens the Hearts-de-Lotus HERABRFBS TN, PESEFHIE GLELIIX
1999 Charity Walk cum Family Carnival. EEREES -TFHEHREDT) BHFFE.
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June 3, 1999 —hWANESRBR=8

An eight-day-seven-night tour to Japan, led by Ven. Shi FPRESESIN/N\ZXLEBEERYN BINHIRTS
Fazhao GMRESVLEBEEXFR

KEY PRESENTATION CEREMONY OF VEHICLE PA 122 E
TO PERTAPIS HWH

GUEST-OF-HONOUR : MR. Harun Abdul Ghani
POLITICAL SECRETARY
MINISTRY OF HOME AFFAIRS AND
ADVISOR TO PERTAPIS HWH.

18 JUNE "99 AT 4 30PM VENUE : PERTAPIS HALFWAY HOUSE

uoniqiyx3 sainsealt) siyppng bunueyouy WP BEX S IR 200N H

June 18, 1999 — AN ERAT/\B

Guest-of-Honour Mr Harun Abdul Ghani, Political t}ﬁmﬁiﬁ#ffﬁﬁ;‘ﬁ[iﬁﬁﬁﬁj};g‘;ﬁﬁ:]@gfﬂiI—-&i%’-g
Secretary, Minister of Home Affair and Advisor to Pertapis kSR, AESWNARNICHESENE. BX
witnessing a Key Presentation Ceremony of a van to the HEhFEZ2RETRARES

chairman of Pertapis Halfway House.
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July 09, 1999

Guest-of-Honour Mr. Mathias Yao, Minister of State
Without Portfolio (PMQO) attending Kityang Huay Kwan's
Charity performance of Teochew Opera for a Metta
Welfare Association fund-raising event.

—AAAEEANB

AEERLBAENZMBRKECEREZRZID, HF
BASEFMNEZ R (FFR), AEXBRIHSE

September 1, 1999

Ven. Shi Fazhao appointed as President of Golden
Pagoda Welfare Clinic. Also present: Ven. Shi Purun (Vice
Chairman), Mr. Lau Kah Yong (Medical Advisor), Mr. Tan
Ah Leck ( Treasurer), Ms. Seow Whee Liang (Asst.
Treasurer), Ms. Kwa Hui Kuan (Secretary) and Mr. Tan
Tien Poh (Committee Member)

—AANFEALA—H

FESESFESHERMNYL. FEEREMHER, B
R LR, R 25 15) 0) 337 R U . W BOPR T AL B £
BIMEAMEREL R BMEE L RERBREREL.



November 28, 1999

Guest-of-Honour Deputy Prime Minister Dr Tony Tan and
Minister for Defence receiving a token of appreciation from
Ven. Shi Fazhao at Hearts-de-Lotus 1999 Charity
Banquet.

December 17, 1999

Photo taken with Hong Kong popular singer Ms. Ye Liyi
before a fund-raising performance, co-starring Mr. Mah
Junwei.

o

— A hE+—RZ+/\B
XSTRMLARMNBEKBELAN R -CHARME
SURBEAEE, HRABAAHPESIN, PRE
EHHNE ORAMER G BEWED

—AANRE+ZA+EH

HFHRXEZBEHBAXITERBIRYTERERE=,
BAXHEHHSEZAHR. FERARE/ABRBESR
NFRBSWPSHPRSRSF. ASTHRIBRER
Nakms.
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February 20, 2000

Guest-of-Honour Deputy Prime Minister BG (NS) Mr. Lee
Hsien Loong with Mr Andy Gan, Chairman of the Potong
Pasir Community Development Council and Venerable
Shi Fazhao, President of Metta Welfare Association at
the Ground-Breaking ceremony of the Potong Pasir
Seniors’ Club.

—000&%=-H=+H
ALFTRALESEREN. BFEOHHESEHHE

BERERBEABHBSERETREDY CRFRE AR

) HITEEMN.

March 19, 2000

The State Peace and Development Council of The Union
of Myanmar presented the religious title Maha
Saddhammajotikadhaja to Venerable Shi Fa Zhao, by
Minister for Foreign Affairs Mr. U win Aung in Myanmar.

—000&F&=A+nH |
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Photo taken at Yangon Padana Cave (Kaba Aye Pagoda) IR IBEHNFIZEZ T R LEE S S v s
with Burmese devotees Mr. U Hia Thein and Mr U Sar tMETGEMZ

Maung after the Conlerring Title Ceremony

~*H1‘.I'.ijl

June 11, 2000 Z—000%F;A+—H

Guest-of-Honour Mr Mah Bow Tan, Minister of National AT REAREBHEKBSTILEEHAE AN =7
Development launching the Metta Welfare Association WESIESFHHI LR 02X TFERFES -KE
website at the Hearts-de-Lotus 2000 Charity Walk cum T B oh B 5 ] 8

Family Carnival
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& June 18, 2000

Donation of $%22.250 to Metta Welfare Association to
Mr Steven Chong (extreme left), honorary treasurer from
Golden Pagoda Buddhist Temple devotee, Mr. Choo Wai
Luen.
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VIEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING
BEITWLEEYN

TAN TOCK SENG

L GOLDEN PAGODA W

1R OF COMMUN,

4 PROGRAMMES

. | w.zp/* 2000
[ |
| '
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FESESBBFTAEIBATEE LT T FE A
£ RBEBERRIE. SRAGEBETBTES, B
EABADESUBKARE L REESD.

HOSPITAL &

September 23, 2000

Memorandum of Understanding between Tan Tock Seng
Hospital and Golden Pagoda Buddhist Temple's Golden
Pagoda Welfare Clinic for the provision of Community
Health Promotion Programmes. Ven Shi Fazhao and Dr
Luisa Lee
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October 4, 2000

Guest-of-Honour, Deputy Prime Minister, Brigadier
General (NS) Mr. Lee Hsien Loong ., laying Buddha's
Sacred Relics in the foundation for the construction of
Lian Shan Shuang Lin Monastery Dragon Light Pagoda,
given by Ven. Shi Fazhao.

November 5, 2000

Guest-of-Honour, Mr. Sidek bin Samiff (third trom night),
Environment Minister for Aljunied GRC, posing for camera
at Metta Charity Golf 2000 at Orchid County Club.

—000%+AMA
XEFTRMEBFEXABHRILUSHIEATIED
BRil :HIBMIBRRELCHF GHCIF214
BEAAMTEHITHD

“000FE+—HAH
XLFTRTBRHKREREERARESNRARERES
S5aBXE#HSTN. PRASESHNN BR/ER
XEERY.
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November 6, 2000

Ven. Shi Fazhao leading a pilgrimage to Sravasti, India.
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Devotees, lead by Ven Shi Fazhao, venerating the
Buddha at Kusinagara, the place where he achieved
Parinirvana.

PEEEFEDDERER, ZREHS 2EEMRE
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December 3,2000  —OOOFE+-H=H

The Honourable Prime Minister Mr. Goh Chok Tong was AEIRLALMHRXTHRBIHKEH L RAESH
the Guest-of-Honour for the Millennium Metta Charily cE5BAgMDERD. PESIESDNY TRIE
Banquet held at the Suntec City Convention Hall fHRSEY REED

uonIqIyx 3 saanseal] )siyppng bunueyousy

December 12, 2000 ~—000&+=-RKR+=H

250 devotees from the region participated in Golden PRESIEFTINEAUFTAIRI IS, 2HEUARFE
Pagoda Buddhist Temple's pilgrimage and dhana offering MMAELTW. SEREHRRATMR LMK EIHRA
to 10,000 Sangha members at Yangon, Padana Cave XA H8. 0RE=F FMBRERER_BFTABS

(Kaba Aye Pagoda). The pilgrimage continued at
Mandalay where dhana offerings were given to 5,000
Sangha members. 187
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January 30, 2001

Guest-of-Honour, Mr Chan Soo Sen, Minister of State,
Prime Minister's Office & Ministry of Community
Development and Sports and other members of
Parliament at a Lunar New Year Dinner Gala organised
by Golden Pagoda Buddhist Temple.

—00—%—H=1+H

AT REEANBRHSARYBENKE+4EE4ER
HEAER, HEAPESESHEIANEEFEARS
BWEED.

April 12, 2001 —00—%FMWA+=H

Mr Chan Soo Sen and other members of Parliament
discussing in a dialogue session on ‘Caring and Sharing'
affairs with Sangha members and commitee members of
Golden Pagoda Buddhist Temple.

SEARRLSARPEFSVIRKBITEXRERAEE R,
P EEEF5ERERNATERBTEINRNKZ.



April 21, 2001

Guest-ot-Honour, Mr Abdullah Tarmuqi, Minister tor
Community Development othicially declared open Metty

Home

—O00—FEmWAB—-+—H8
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April 29, 2001

Myanmar Ambassador Mr. U Hla Thann bathing baby
Buddha during Vesak Day al Golden Paqoda Buddhist
Temple.
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May 15, 2001 —00—fAaR+AH
Wife of American Ambassador received blessing from EEXEXARXAZRIPESESSH, FREZFHS
Ven. Shi Fazhao during a social visit to Golden Pagoda FEEBXFEXARRABEMNE.
Buddhist Temple.

2001 METTA CHARI1 1 »
FAMILY CARNIV.

€ A /. L une 2001
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June 10,2001 | —0O0—%7xA+H
Guest-of-Honour Mr. Chan Soo Sen, Minister of State, AEFRPBABRUSERMBBSBRKE T £ KA,
Prime Minister's Office & Ministry of Community S5REARBAMSED, FREREFH I 2001 &
Development and Sports at a Metta Charity Walk cum ANEEREER),
Family Carnival, a joint programme with Golden Pagoda
Buddhist Temple.
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November 18, 2001

Guest-of-Honour, Mr Lee Yock Chuan, Minister for
Information and the Arts and Member of Parhament for
Cheng San GRC attends Metta's Starry Starry Nite Chanty
Banquet, a joint programme with Golden Pagoda Buddhist
Temple

—00—%f+—AHF+/\Hd
CIRFABRZAMEEPLERXIAFILE& S,
PE5tiB AT, PRZIESH N K A
WERR =

December 8, 2001

Elders of the Sangha community from Myanmar arrived
at Golden Pagoda Buddhist Temple to accompany Ven
Shi Fazhao to Sri Lanka to receive the Buddha's Sacred
Relics, which will eventually be enshrined in Kakku,
Myanmar.

—00—F+Z"HN\B
FRHELAMSPPRAISS. FARALINIBER
MEWEEFRORRESHF AR FLIEREX

.-.J-I'..r

-

WHNE NS HE 20PN

uoniqiyx3y saunseal 1siyppng bunueyosuy

191



V jjua]

s ddway 1siyppng epoded uapjon

AldRSIIATIUU

192

Photo taken were, a Sapling Bodhi's tree and Buddha’s
Sacred Relics being delivered to Myanmar, by Po O
Nationals and Burmese Monks with Burmese Jewels
Mechant Mr. Xiao Long

FRZEMESHRYERAZRE=FRSHERESFFR
ERPHEERARAE, TEAREEAKRERERSE K/
EEESZH—RESGERR.
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December 22, 2001

230 devotees from Golden Pagoda Buddhist Temple
participated in a dhana offering to a thousand Sangha
members in Heho, Myanmar

—00—%+=-H=+=B
PEESESFEA SMEa=TUHARATERERIDPERES, ¥
THLHFETREZZ.



A Medicine Buddha (Burmese Image) enshrined at the PRYARBNRSARBEEAFNFT IR XR
East-Wing of Payaphauk Pagoda at Inle Myanmar,

uonigiyx3 sainseas] jsiyppng bunueyous PR B E TS M8 209 M S

Dhana offering of two jewelled crowns to be adorned by ZTRIMFTRAGHRIGEREA"R. S LtWBA+ K
the 2 Buddhas—Medicine Buddha at East-Wing and dER. EREABLAE, R8T 18W AR, BB

Amitabha Buddha at West-Wing, lead by Ven. Shi Fazhao ITAISRBE X 8.
at Payaphauk Pagoda.
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December 22, 2001

Devotees from Payaphauk Pagoda formed a hair-covered
passage to welcome Ven. Shi Fazhao. They believe that
deeds performed on to a holy being would help them purity
their bad karma and gain more merits.

—00—%+=-B=+=EH
FREIMHFTREESEFHFRLIER, Wi S
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December23.2001  Z—00—F+Z-HB=Z+=H

Sri Lanka performers who had accompanied Ven. Shi THIMETB FHISIHRE, AHERIIGE= F/E:XS&
Fazhao from Sri Lanka, performed a welcome dance in BRSNS IR IMEHX

veneration of Buddha's Sacred Relics in Kakku, Myanmar
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i

Yunnan Chinese descent Burmese welcoming Ven. Shi
Fazhao in Kakku for the veneration of Buddha's Sacred
Relics ceremony.
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MEZEERAL R FRERT AL FEANRIDZE
BIEIMR KR, ®WiE+aRg. HiKENR.

Beautiful Nepalese descent Burmese ladies garbed in
traditional costumes got in line for a hearty welcome to
the veneration of Buddha's Sacred Relics ceremony.

MARARAXFEELBIFCHERMRLENSE, N
kB E=FRIHBRESHFRERXEBZEM.



AHRASIEIIR2HNS

Traditionally clan villager's with parasols flanked the 2- SEZE FNA\FLIHESHEAGEIRNAZTESET
kilometre road to welcome Singapore pilgrims. It is HBE. XRMNUEMGREXKZEIALE. Bit3x8
estimated 250, 000 devotees were present at the welcome BHEEZE_THRFA

ceremony.

uoniqiyx3 ssinseal] 1siyppng bunueyosu3

The State Peace and Development Council Secretary-1 FALHNENITTELARSRE UK EDEUE
Lieutenant General Khin Nyunt, at a ceremony 1o receive AR E=FEEEeENERS T
the Buddha's Sacred Relics.
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The State Peace and Development Council Secretary-1
Lieutenant General Khin Nyunt placed a diamond on the
‘Third Eye’ of the Buddha donated by devotees of Golden
Pagoda Buddhist Temple.

FREESFEFREF _FHER, THEGAXMENTE
RTHEARZERE—BBRAPBRET R HHITHGE
I,

The State Peace and Development Council Secretary-1
Lieutenant General Khin Nyunt at a Consecration
Ceremony of a Buddha statue at Kakku with prayers led
by senior monks of Sri Lanka, two Rinpoches from Nepal,
and venerables from Singapore.

FHBRRAPBEGFEERGRIT LRI, AR
BERERE. BARCEY. NEEGEIF— RS
ZHE.
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The Secretary-1 Lieutenant General Khin Nyunt P-HPKECEDPHESERN., 2H IR IRBERS 3
venerating Ven. Shi Fazhao for his contributions in helping P FE2EF+SIENRBIE, TERGTHEZRE T Y.
the Po O Nationals restoring more than 2,000 pagodas PHRBEFET—THFONEZRNZE HW55E
in Kakku. In the process it has put Kakku on the tourist FEHTEAMEH

map in turn, beneliting Taungyi Township of Shan state

uonIqiyx3 sainseas| (siyppng bunueyosu3y

The State Peace and Development Council Secretary-1 | F—HEKEAPREEFHREIHEID—TANMNEFE=F
Lieutenant General Khin Nyunt escorting Ven. Shi Fazhao —BPZEEaENERAa . KRg ARy e L.
and his pilgrims to plant a sapling of a Bodhi Tree in Kakku, REIRBRUREFE. ARRX

transported from Yangon. ‘
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February 28, 2002

Treasurer of Metta Welfare Association, Mr Tan Yen Kee,
received a cheque of S$91,200 from Mr Choo Wai Luen,
a devotee of Golden Pagoda Buddhist Temple during the
Chanting Ceremony of 10,000 Buddhas.

—00=%—H=+/\H
PESREFI# IS LBEREAENDESFTAT—
FAET. FEEREPRNIE, HEXENHSMERE
EEE+TRRETHER. |

April 14, 2002

Guest-of-Honour Mr. Chan Soo Sen, Minister of State,
Prime Minister’s Office & Ministry of Community
Development and Sports and his comrades at a Metta
Charity Walk cum Family Carnival, a joint programme with
Golden Pagoda Buddhist Temple.

—00=-=MNA+MAH

AT EREABRHLSEARDPHESNKE T 4E%&E,
SE5RERBRHSED, PELSESHIMN (20028
RNESHELS).



June 30, 2002

Guest-of-Honour Dr. Ng Eng Heng. Minister of State
(Education and Manpower) at a groundbreaking
ceremony for Metta School and Association HQ at Simen,
Street 1.

—00=-FxA=+4+8
ASTRUBEMBRANBRIA MU ARERSE. 283
BRALUREINTOEENBEASEFESHER
FRASENDTIOR
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Ven. Shi Puchao and Ven Shi Purun receiving Buddha's
Sacred Tooth Relic at Myingyan Maha Bawdhi Tataung
Monastery on behalf of Ven. Shi Fazhao to be brought
back to Singapore for an exhibition.

EREMESEEEMERISRERM#ES, KRF
EEEFEREZRZMERIDERTBENME.

Senior monks, Ven Bhaddanta Thuriya and Ven.
Bahddanta Nandavamsa of Myingyan Maha Bawdhi
Tataung Monastery witnessed a handover ceremony of
Buddha's Sacred Relics performed by them in Myingyan,
Myanmar.

AR T 55 e 2 42 PR 135 < AR 730K 2R 5 E K U R AR P 45
EEXZIMAGTREHMBERE, ZEFBHERS
SR FREEEEIDEEEZEIM.



July 5, 2002

Ven. Shi Fazhao escorting Buddha's Sacred Relics to
Singapore on his return trip from Myanmar at Singapore
Changi Airport Arrival Hall.

¢ F UK AN TR A
e N 5 1) 13 28 W

WELCOME THE BUDDHA TOOTH AND:RELICSFROM MYANMAR TO
GOLDEN PAGODA BUDDHIST TEMPLE QF-SINGAPORE

Photo taken at the arrival hall of Singapore Changi Airport
after the welcoming ceremony of Buddha's Sacred Relics,
before being escorted to the temple.
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THEIMEAMEBOAR. VESORNBTFRBRASE
FrEemnE.
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Devotees at Golden Pagoda Buddhist Temple warmly
received Buddha's Sacred Tooth Relics upon arrival at
the temple in Tampines.

EERMNERIARDBTILRBRESSHFERFERE
F-

Devotee Mr. Choo Wai Luen carrying Buddha's Sacred
Tooth Relics circumambulated Golden Pagoda Buddhist
Temple before placing them on the alter of the temple's
main hall for veneration.

FHELE, FARNERHBHBS, KBPERHEREL
NIEHRERERTRF=F, BFERBRE.
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Ven.U Pannya Vamsa. Agga Maha Pandita, Agga Maha M SETRIEBRENEZRBFTHAGRDESEE
Saddhamma Jotika, Chief Abbot of Singapore Burmese FHAISERENAESHRF

Buddhist Temple, welcomes Buddha's Sacred Tooth

Relics with his mantra.

uoniqiyx3 sainseal| 1siyppng bunueyosus

Venerables from the Theravada, Mahayana and Tibetan ZRENH., NEZTHREAHEER. CRUF—RAE
traditions, led by Ven. Shi Fazhao, conducted ‘Welcome SIIERXEReEYSAHTLHINSS

mantras’ over Buddha's Sacred Tooth Relics from Mrauk
U Bagan Hill.
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ANGEMAR, ZRRAMARFRINHEH. XES5HH. BRRNAMAR, MATHIARFNAN. ERUHPOAARA.
~—MEp, PHERHTERLSEN. SESBNARROERNN, URNAMSBIE—&K AVNHNEXIEL S8 BB REBE

AR\ER . . ...

Dedication, hard work and team eflort are kays 1o ensuring \he success of any extensive project. It is through the inter-dependent god-
like qualities of these traits that can make a smile a laugh, a ray of hope, sunshine of blessings and an ldes, a bright future. Golden
Pagoda Buddhist Temple (GPBT) gives Special Thanks to ail the Buddhist Organisalions in Singapore and around the worid who have
randered thelr assistance to making New Discoveries on tho Threshold of Enlightenment possible. GPBT would also like 10 thank the

following tor their lime, effort and ideas,

PREEESAF+HRAEENBTRHBRNINMERNERK

Golden Pagoda Buddhist Temple 10™ Anniversary Enchanting Buddhist Treasures Exhibition Guest-of -Honour

FXERENRRUYEAME AN KB
X

- Jutf R S

HREMBRLIK
HREMEMITI
RRRABRRBELENR
QABETIRRBR TR
AMFEULE=BES

W 0 i B Y L2
FnEmB®RteEs
FEREEEN
RN e EHIRE W

1l )RR iT 08 (2 41X M <%
HMADANRENRIEN
R R
FngRupfs i
Ninigm s
BLLAEFREE R
HRREFES

KE=F

NE=Fk

Nyanang Phelgyeling Monastery
Maha Bodhi Society of India
Maha Bodhi Society of India
HEKn%tx

B

Singapore Ministry of Communily Development and Sporis
Ministry of Religious Alfairs of Myanmar
Ministry of Culture ot Myanmar

| $.2:18
Myanmar international Airways
Easyway Travel Sarvices Ple Lid

A5
Hotel Pan Pacilic
Orchard Parade Hotel

%7 Qi

Singapore Tourism Board
Sti Asia Tourism Service Co.. L\d Myanmar

BHut
Singapore Burmese Buddhist Tample
House of Destiny Arts & Cralls

X2 e 8

KRB BRARN BARN
The Straits Times

Channel | & .U

Channei 84 5

Speedy Advertising Enterprise Ptle Ltd

Ritk%:

Mr U Hia Thann

FAOREN L E

YT

r 4, 1.3

5,3 F

HRCE

£ 1% 4

BTk E

BEKE

e

ERgERKE

RARMERPFCE
BREARZEFEEKE
ERERFEKE

MY XEMH

MaXtW

CAXER

ERXER

Ven.Paltagama Rathanasara Thero
Ven. Galboda Siri Gnanissara Thero
Bhardo Serpa Rinpoche

Your Most Raspectiul Ven. Akuratiya Nanda Thero
Your Most Respectiul Ven, K. Siri Sumedha Thero
XERERL

L 3.1

RNF POEARLANRLN -§-8.3 F L §.1:l
B1s & Bytes Marketing Pte Ltd
Chesham Fine Art

Expo Services

1t Ming Orchid Nursery

Jia Jia Teading Pte L1d

JCDescaux Singapore Ple Lid

K.C.Dat (S) Pte Ltd

Liston Electrical Contractor Pte Lid
Lagoon Event & Entertainmeni Pis L1d
Mition Lighting Co. Pte Ltd

Poh Tiong Choon Logistics Limited
Quek Choon Nam Pte Lid

Suntec Singapore Internat:onal Convention & £xhibition Centre

- 4
Chez Photography

$3f2. DM Colour separation Printing
A & P Co-ordinator Pie Ltd

Atomic Press Ple Ltd

International Press SoftCom L1td

The Cast Shop Pte Ltd

Wwork Horse Design & Communication Pte Ltd

MRt

Pointiine Dasign

3. |
SN B RERIMEERROMDE
MANTRG. WARKRKR. BXCR. AXKESNRN
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