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Bagan Age and Pali study

Ven. Dhammadassi, later known
as shin arahan was disciple of
Ven.ArahantaSilabuddhi of Thahton,
who had resisted at a monastery
of Sokkadei(now Nutpuri) of Siam
at the request of Siamese devotes
for ten years. At the reign of
king Anawyahthar (AD 1044) 1n
Bagan, there were so many
members of deviant sects of
Buddhism (Aris) prevailed 1n
Bagan before the advend of
Theravada Buddhism. In order

to remove them 1n Bagan,

Ven.Arahant Silabuddhi sent to
his close disciple Ven.Arahan to
Bagan, and established the
Theravabuddhism there. In 1154
AD (1601-Sasana era) thirty sets
of Pitaka Pali text in Thahton
were brought to Bagan and Kept
in a Pitaka pali text hibrary, which
was constructed as the very first
pali text pali library in Myanmar.
Ven. Sapada of Bagan went to
Sinhalese 1sland for taking a
three sets of Pitaka pali texts
and when he got back Bagan
the scrutinized Thahton Pitaka
Pali scripts comparing with the
Sinhalese scripts. From that time
onwards the study of Pali text
was firmly rooted and wonderously
developed in Myanmar. It is
chronically recorded in Myanmar
history books that even the girls
and housewives willingly studied
Pali language and Pitaka pal
texts, those young novices who
had to go alms around were
questioned with the pali language,
especially in the field of pali
grammar; those housewives who
had to take the household duty
with taking care of their children

had to sit for all oral



examinations of Abbhidhammattha-
sangaha a manual of Abbhidhamma
at the end of rainy retreat (Thidin-
gyut) of a vear; 1t was recorded
that even a ruler, king kyaswar,
compiled an AlLthidhamma treatise
named "Paramatthavindu” written
in pali language; in the same
way a princess Thanbyin princess
by name gave nine lectures on
Pitaka Pali texts for a day and
her pupil compiled a treatise
called 'ThanbyinTika' with the
assistance of the princess; it was
well-known to all international
pali scholars that a Pali Grammar,
Saddaniti by name, was systemati-
cally compiled by Ven.Aggavamsa
of Bagan Age. Commencing from
these golden days Myanmar
culture, Buddhist tradition and
Pali language study were deeply
rooted in Bagan dynasty.
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The Pinya age, Maniminjusa

Sayataw, Sutwinpit Sayataw, Ashin
Nagita Minister Saturamgabala
were the prominent Pali scholars
who compiled many remarkable
Pal1 treaties and promoted Pah
study in Myanmar, 'Lokaniti’ -
'the way of Buddhist living' is
still well known to new successive
generations of Myanmar people
and is still useful how to live'in
daily life as a ptous Buddhist,
because most of facts are extracted
from different Pali texts. In 1890
an English scholar called Mr.Grey
translated Lokaniti into English
language.
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In the age ot Ava Pali scholars
- such as Ashin Mahasilavansa,
Ashin Maharatthasara, etc, composed
famous poems verses, iyrical
proses, and written homilies
extracted from
different Pali texts Pah
commentaries, sub-cormmentaries
and thus Myanmar literature was
enriched with values of Pali
literature. Moreover, 1n order to
understand pal1 texts, There
apparently appeared Pali-nissays
a sort of word for word Myanmar
translation from Pali; Grammar
Nissayas, Sangahanissayas. were
very popular for young bhikkhus
and Samaneras in those days.
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In later date of Ava age and
Nyaungyan age, some Pali-
nissayas, Abbhidhamma Ah-Ya-
kauks, unlocking the hidden
meaning of a word from the

context-were very wellknown to
the students who would to like
study Pataka Pali text.
Commencing from the reign
of king Tharlun 1n Ava age (1628-
] 648) Pali Pathamapyan
exananations appeared under the
management ot Royal government
and many parts of the country
and thus tiaditional Pali study
in Myanmar became more popular
than the earlier ages. It may be
said that traditional Pah study
have

in Myanmar strongly

developed in the age of Konbaung.
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