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Sreface

he Sule Pagoda, as seen today.,

stands on a major location 1n

Yangon. Therefore 1t 1s hard 1o

believe that once the areas around the Sule
Pagoda were impassable due to the
extensive mashy lands there. To-day the
environs of the Sule Pagoda are the most

crowded area in Yangon.

It 1s learnt that after the

UTun Aung

termination of the first Anglo-Mvyvanmar war.
the British soldiers pulled down Kyaik Mei Than Cho Pagoda near Then
Gy1 Zay Bazaar. Atfter the demolition of Kyaik Mei Than Cho Pagoda. 1t
seemed that the next vicum of sacrilege was the Sule Pagoda. But later
when the British Government issued the Order prohibitting the demolition
of religious monuments the Sule Pagoda was luckily spared. When new
town plannings of Yangon were drafted, the projects submitted to the
authorities intended to remove the Sule Pagoda. But the town planning
which was finally approved and actually implemented Kept the Sule Pagoda
as the hub of the city. Hence the Sule Pagoda remains ull to-day the sacred

monument of Buddhist vencration in the heart of the Capital.

During the Second World War, the vicinities of the Sule Pagoda
were the targets of heavy bombing and cannon birng. But muraculously

the sacred monument was never hit.



Because of the constant maintenance and care of the Sule Pagoda
by the Buddhist devotees. the sacred monument sull survives in such a
sublime state. Atter Myanmar regained her independence, the Sule Pagoda
hill was maintaied and renovated. In the vear of the Buddhist Era 2500,
major works of renovation and embellishment were carmed out on the

Plattorm and the hill.

The Pagoda Plattorm 1s not very spacious. But owing to the
several religious butlldings and monuments built on 1t by the generous
prous devotees through ages, the whole Platform looked overcrowded.
Ditterent designs and sizes of the roots and spires of the buildings
obstructed the view of the Pagoda Platform. It became necessary to
redestgn the Platform with architecturally appropnate buildings around
it. Accordingly plans and projects had been drafted for all-round renovation
and embellishment of the Sule Pagoda. since 1982. But unul 1988 they
remained on paper. By 1989 the Sule Pagoda Trustees devoted day and
night to the implementation of the all-round renovation and development
works which were successfully accomphshed within a penod of four
months only. Considening the enormity of work completed within so shon

a ime span. it indeed was a marvellous accomplishment.

After the completion of the Sule Pagoda all-round renovation
and development works, 1t was deemed necessary to put them on record.
While the Sule Pagoda Trustees who have been personally involved in
all-round renovation and development works are stull living, they can
cooperate with the committee for the compilation of the history of the

Sule Pagoda.



There is a paucity of old writings and records pertaining to the
Sule Pagoda. A few available only recorded the renovation works of their
time. Some religious monuments and buildings mentioned 1n the old
records. are now no more on the Pagoda Platform. So 1t was the concensus
of opinion to compile a new history of the Sule Pagoda based upon the
old writings. Learned historians were invited for consultation and they
willingly contributed their knowledge and professional skill to the

compilation. The fruitful result is the present book Sule Pagoda.

On behalf of the Sule Pagoda Trustees may [ put on record our
appreciation and gratitude to the learned historians who gave their precious

time heart and soul to the writing of this volume for over two years.

(U Tun Aung)
Chairman
Committee for the Compilation of

the History of the Sule Pagoda
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The author of the English text of the book Sule Pagoda
cypresses his deep debt of gratuitude to the Sule Pagoda Trustees
and staff for providing him with all facihtues and assistance, and
to U Maung Maung Tin, M.A., U Than Huwt, U Thaw Kaung, and
Daw Kyan for their meticulous perusal and editing of the English

(CXL.

Dr. Khin Maung Nvunt
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Situated on a strategic site of Yangon, this octagonal religious edifice named Sule
Pagoda is the centre of attraction. Before the city was over-developed with high-nse
buildings the Pagoda could be discermed from a distance. Being a well-proportioned sacred
structure in the heart of the city, Sule remains forever in the memory of the visitors.

Unlike in the past. the Pagoda is now crowded with pilgrims and visitors far and near.

In 1989 all-round renovation work was carried out at this Pagoda, and within four
months all buildings in the precinct had been repaired and embellished. After the
completion of the renovation, it occured to the Pagoda Trustees that a new history of the
Pagoda should be compiled, recording their achievements. Accordingly an Executive
Committee for the compilation of the history of Sule Pagoda was formed with the

following members:-

|.  UTunAung Pagoda Trustee Chairman
2. UThaYin Pagoda Trustee Member
3. UOhnMaung Pagoda Trustee Mcember
4. UChit Aye Pagoda Trustee Member
5. UYeHla Pagoda Trustee Member
6. UMinNaing Pagoda Trustee Member
7. UNgwe Soe Pagoda Trustee Member
8. UMaung Maung Ohn Pagoda Trustee Member
9. UThanU Staff of Pagoda

Trustees Office Scecretary

10. Daw Khin Myo Myo Thet ... Staff of Pagoda Clerk
Trustees Office (Reporter)

The Exccutive Committee invited historians and writers for consultation and formed

a Compilation Committee with the following members:



I U'Maung Maung Tin(M A ) \Member, Myanmar Histoncal Commiassion

!’J

LU Than Huwt ( Bk Soe) Member, Myanmar Histonical Commission
3. D Khin Maung Nyumt Mcember, Myanmar Histornical Commassion
Daw Kyan Member, Myanmar Language Commission

4
5. UMyo Thant (Maung Su Shin) — Adviser, Sarpay Beithman Instutute

6. U Thaw Kaung Chief Libranan, Uninersiies’ Central Library
7. U Khin Ayve (Maung Khin Assoctate Protessor
Min Danubyu) Deparntment of Myanman Language & Literature,

Dagon Universaity.,

8. UKhin Maung Tin L.ibranan, Natonal Library, Yangon.
9. U Hwn Khin(KhinGyi Aung)  Wniter

10. U Aye Cho (M A Compiler

1. U Scin Hiung(Thura Zaw) Book Designer

'he tirst mecting of the Compilation Comnuittee was held on October 16, 1993 and
it began collecting data in December. Through information media, the public was made
hnown about the Committee's work and invited to donate or lend to the Committee
documents, books, journals or any hterature pertaining to the Sule Pagoda. Notice to this
cffect was also put up on the billboards in the precinct.

The wnting of the history was begun in Apnl 1994, The Compilation Committee
thoroughly sifted the collected data. carefully read and meticulously edited the draft
chapters. Previous history books on the Pagoda were also consulted.

There are ten chapters in the book. Two Kinds of dates are used: Myanmar and
Chnsuan. In Myanmar dates the abbreviation ™ M.E." (Myanmar Era) is mentioned with
the figures, whereas in Chastian dates the abbreviation "A.D." is used with the dates.

Protound thanks are due to the following personages and insututions.

The histonans and wnters of the Compilation Committee tor their invaluable advice
and guidance 1n the search for data. chaptensation and wntng. and cntical reading of the
dratt.

16



Dr. Lwin Aung, Associate Professor in the Department of Architecture, Yangon
[nstitute of Technology for giving his precious time, good advice and technical
knowledge in the chapter on the architecture of the Pagoda and the surrounding buildings.

U Tun Aung, Chairman of the Executive Committee and all members of Pagoda
Trustees without whose initiative, cooperation and generosity the compilation and
publication of this book would not have been possible.

Photographers Nyaung U Po Cho, U Maung Maung Thaung, U Aung Dinand U
Maung Maung Fhein (Universities' Central Library) for their kind help in the illustration
of this book.

U Myo Thant (Maung Su Shin), Adviser, Sapay Beikman Institute for his advice

and cooperation.

Universities' Central Library, National Library, and ShweDagon Pagoda Libran
for their generous permission to make use of their books, rare documents and photographs.
This is an unpretentious book. As such it does not claim to be complete and perfect.
No research work 1s conclusive and perfect. If more facts are discovered and new views

are expressed, after the publication of this book, the next edition will include additions

and corrections.

The author invites cooperation of the readers to point out any errors of commission

or omission found in this book. He holds full responsibility for them.

U Aye Cho (M.AL)
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Chapter One
THE PRINCIPAL PAGODA IN THE CITY'S CENTRE

mong many prominent pagodas in Yangon, the Capital of Myanmar. the Sule

Pagoda is unique. Standing majestically on a mound which 1s surrounded

by imposing buildings in the vicinity. it is the focal point to which the four
main roads lead. So it may rightfully be called the Central Pagoda of the City.

The City of Yangon proper covers Mingalardon, Kamayut, Kyeemyindaing, Bahan,
Dagon, Yankin, Tarmwe, Sanchaung. Ahlone, Botahtaung townships, etc. within 1ts
municipality, and people from those townships refer to the area around the Sule Pagoda as
"downtown" or sometimes they call it metaphorically "the heart of the city®. Just as the
blood circulates in the body by going in and coming out of the heart, all vehicles running
in the city make a circuit of the Sule Pagoda. Thus bus lines coming into the city are
known by their terminals rather than by their numbers. With the Sule Pagoda as their
common destination they are called the Insein-Sule line, Mingalardon-Sule hine. North
Okkalapa-Sule line, South Okkalapa-Sule line and so forth. By virtue of its commanding
position the Sule Pagoda is the hub or the heart of Yangon.

In the past the Sule Pagoda was not at the centre of Yangon. It stood to the north ot
a little town called Dagon. Around 1852, when the British annexed Lower Myanmar and
new Yangon was built on a new design, the Sule Pagoda was surrounded by lakes on three
sides. Access to the Pagoda precincts was possible only from the northern entrance. The
area around it was not yet developed. Till about 1886 when Yangon became the capital of
British Burma after King Thibaw's deposition the Sule Pagoda was desolate and hule
known.

The person who first began developing the Sule Pagoda was one U Poke N1, a
pleader. He cleaned and swept the whole platform and greeted visitors and pilgrims, inviting

them cordially to visit again. From the moncey he brought with him he gave to the visitors

19



six pyas each so that they could enjoy a
plate ot noodles at the Mandalay
Restaurant in the Sint Oh Dan Street.
He would tell them that it was his dana
or almsgiving and he counted the number
of visitors by the amount of money he
donated. In that way the Sule Pagoda
gradually became a monument of
attraction for an increasing number of

VISItOrS.

One foreign tourist who came to
Myanmarin 1897 noted in his travelogue
that the Sule Pagoda was being developed

as a place of pilgrims' interest, that it was

located on a hillock in the centre of the
town, that it could be seen from four
directions, that unlike other Pagodas, it
was octagonal in shape tapering to the
top, crowned by a hti (sacred umbrella),
that it looked very graceful. that possibly
itacquired the present design when it was
renovated 70 years ago (1827) and that
due to the efforts of Buddhist devotees.
the Pagoda was alive with religious

Only after 1920 the area around

Map of Yangon showing the location of Sule the Sule Pagoda became de veloped.
Pagoda in the centre of the city Downtown Yangon at that time was the



The Principal Pagoda in the city's Centre

economic centre dominated by Chinese, Indian and other foreign merchants. So it looked
more like a China town or Indian quarter. One renowned wnter named Savagvi Zeya who

visited Yangon before the First World War spoke of his experience as follows:

[ have been to Yangon only once, that was 1n 1916. At that ime the
only Myanmar I met in the downtown area was the Sule Pagoda. Every highway
and byway | walked in,  met Indians, Chinese, and Englishmen. Only Indian
language (Hindustani)was the medium of communication. Butin 1920 Yangon
was not like before. As you got down from the overhead bndge of the Central
Railway Station and came near the Clock Tower you heard the shouts "The

Sun Daily" "The New Light of Burma Daily" yelled out by newspaper vendons.

The wrnter then goes on to tell us about the patriotic Myanmars from Myanmar
Aswe Company Building near the Sule Pagoda sending donations to the Camp of the Yangon
University Boycotters, and the then national flags with peacock emblem and Home Rule
flags being unfurled in the neighbourhood of the Sule Pagoda indicating the amval of

Myanmar people in the alien-dominated town centre.

Travellers who came to Yangon by sea get the first glimpse of ghttening ShweDagon
Pagoda on an offshoot of the Pegu Yoma hill-range from about a 30-mile distance. But as
the ship comes into the Yangon River and stops off the Yangon harbour the first object that
comes into their view is the Sule Pagoda, and also when they set foot on the land and are
about to begin their visit, the Sule Pagoda appears in their sight. Thcrcf(;rc. In onc travelogue

published in 1923, its author makes the following remark:

The Sule Pagoda splendidly surrounded by many spired pavilions, lics inan

half a mile distance from the Yangon River. Unlike 1852 when 1t was

surrounded by water, it now stands on a hillock with a dg suF nding criss-

S
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The history of the Sule Pagoda 1s associated

S ——

with that of Yangon which grew out of a small town

named Dagon. Before development the downtown

arca was swampy and there were natural lakes around |
the Sule Pagoda. After mortar roads and tram-ways
were lad out, the Sule Pagoda became the main circus
around whach all tratfic moved. As Yangon grew (o

become a modern city and the Capital of Myanmar,

otfices and residentual buildings cropped up in the

vicinity and the Sule Pagoda became the principal - e
g . .
- —

landmark in the cityscape.

In January 1922, the Bnush Crown Prince Sule Pagoda in 1897
(Prince of Wales) paid an othicial visit to Myanmar. The grand ceremony to welcome His

Roval Highness was graphically reported in the Rancoon Times Annual Number.

Burmese Favourite Company (Myanmar Aswe Co.) near Sule Pagoda

M



The Principal Pagoda in the city's Centre
—

Tram-ways circuiting Sule Pagoda

23



The Hhtz of Sule Pﬂ

Ihe cheenng cromd lined up at the Yangon Jetty. around the Sule Pagoda Hill, and along the
Sule Pagoda Road leading to Government House on the Alone Road. The Sule Pagodi w as

the tocal pointin the royal route.

Visitors who come to Yangon tor the first time keep the Sule Pagoda as their

landmark when they tour downtow n so that they will not lose their sense of direction.

Dunng the Second World War, when "30 comrades”™ (contingent of three score
young men who went to Japan tor militany traiming) marched into Myanmar to repulse the
Bntish, one otticer Bo Than Daing of the Burma Independence Army (B.1LA) recounted

his expenence in Yangon as follows.

We came down by motor-operated boats and sampans attached to big
motor boats and on 12 March 1942 we reached Kyeemyindaing; we
proceeded to the barracks near Government House for camping. In the
evening we had to move to another barrack on the Gaw-ya-kon (where the
Maha-wizaya Pagoda now stands) to the south of the Shwedagon Pagoda.

We went out to look for pots and pans for cooking food for our
comrades and brought them on a hand-drawn cant along the Dalhouste Road
(now Maha Bandoola Road) keeping the Sule Pagoda as our landmark. 1
mysclf had not been to Yangon before. I was bom in the countryside, brought
up there, and I attended a school in town and worked 1n the mines too far out

in the jungle. So the Sule Pagoda was the pnincipal landmark for me.

Today the Sule Pagoda stands in the very centre of the city. Visited daily by tounists
and pilgnms and passed around by vehicles of all Kinds the Sule Pagoda is indeed "the
heant® of the Capital Yangon.

3¢



Chapter Two
THE CHRONICLE OF THE SULE PAGODA

he chronicle of the Sule Pagoda is as interesting as it provokes one's thought.

Just like the story of Tapussa and Bhallika's visit to Maphimadesa from Myanmar,
legendary elements are involved init. In trying to understand the meaning of its

name "Sule” many interpretations are given, and these form the main outline of its history.

[t 1s opined that the name "Sule” was derived from the word "Su Wei1". "Su Wer™ in
Myanmar means "to assemble”. The ancient history of the Sule Pagoda 1s associated with
that of the Shwedagon Pagoda. When the two merchant brothers Tapussa and Bhalhika
brought to King Ukkalapa eight strands of sacred hairs from Gotama Buddha a search
party went out to look for an auspicious site to enshrine the relics. Sakka, Lord of the
celestial kingdom, and his attendant Vissakamma the architect helped the search party to
find the Singuttara Hill. They sull had to find out the sacred site where the three sacred
relics of the three previous Buddhas were enshrined. So on a hill (where the Sule Pagoda
now stands) King Ukkalapa and all devas (celestial beings) assembled to find out the
sacred site. On that hill where they assembled, a commemorative ceti (Pali, Cetiva:
pagoda) was built which came to be known as "Su Wei Cett" or "assembly cet1”. In coune

of time "Su We1" became corrupted to "Sule”.

Zabudipa U Saung, an old treatise believed to have been written in M.E. 900
(A.D. 1538) mentions about the search by King Ukkalapa, Sakka, and the two merchant
brothers for an old site of the buried relic chamber in which the eight strands of sacred

hairs of Gotama Buddha were to be enshrined.

The chronicles of the Shwedagon Pagoda and the Botahtaung Pagoda compiled by
monks and lay writers of later times have also mentioned the above story. Sakka "ordered
all devas to assemble" (Su Lei) to look for the sacred site. The hill on which the devas
were ordered by Sakka to assemblc came to be known as "Su Lei kon" or "Su Wei kon" the

assembly hill".



The History of Sule w

The legends desenbed above lead us to conclude that the Sule Pagoda was built by
King U Khalapa

In the History of the Pagodas in Yangon its author Min Mahaw says that the name
"Su ler™ s a spoonernisim of the onginal 'Ler Su®™. The Deva who hived long enough to meet
all tour Buddhas who had appeared was known as the "Ler Su Deva”. "Ler Su®™ means "the
tour Buddhas”, so the ceti built at this Deva's abode was called "Lei Su Cetr®. Through out

the centunes the “L.er Su™ became i spoonensm “Su Ler” or "Sule”.

[C s also sand that when the two merchant brothers carmed the eight strands of
sacred hairs ot Gotama Buddha trom the harbour to inland, they made four stops on the
way, namely at the place w here the Botahtaung Pagoda now 1s, on the present Sule Pagoda
Hill, atthe place where the big Sima (Ordinatnon Hall) 1s at Thein Gy Zay Bazaar, and at
the place where the Signal Pagoda is. The Sule Pagoda 1s therefore first one of the four
monuments bullt to mark the tour stavons ot the route the eight strands of sacred hairs
had taken.

Dr. . Forchammer, Supenntendent of the Epigraphic Office, Burma Branch of the
Indian Archacological Survey explains the word "Sule™ in his research paper entitled. The
First Buddhist Mission to Suvannabhumi. According to him "Sule Ceti" was denved
from "Cula Cetya”. "Cula® 1s a Pali word meaning "Small® or "Lesser” . So "Cula Cetiya”
means small or lesser Ceti. The builder King first built the Kyaik-ka-san Pagoda and then
built this ceti which was smaller than the Kyaik-ka-san Pagoda. So 1t came 1o be called

Cula Cetiya which atter several centunes corrupted to "Sule Cetr”.

H.R.H. Pnnce Damrong Rajanubhat of Thailand supports the above view., for in his

book enutled Journey Through Burma in 1936 on pages 30-31 he writes as follows:

There 1s a monument of great antiquity at the centre of Rangoon.
T'he Burmese call it the Shwe Sule. The word Shwe means "golden” and is
pretixed to the names of all monuments that are covered with gold leaf.

Sule 18 a corruption of the Pali word "Cula®. The monument would be called

26



The Chronicle of the Sule Paﬁa

On behalf of His Majesty, Amat Kyi Thura enshrined two sacred relics and two sacred
hairs of the Buddha in Sule Pagoda

the "Lesser Stupa” (Cula Cetrva) in Pali, stemifyving that the Shwedagon was

tormerly considered the "Great Stupa™ (Maha Cetiva.

In his rescarch paper on The Bells of the Sule Pagoda Dr. Khin Maung Nyunt,

Protessor of History, agrees with the above view sayving thus:

Sule Cetr was derived from the two Pali words "Cula™ and "Cetnva®

mecaning "small” and "pagoda” — a small pagodia in contradistinction to the
great pagoda Shwedagon. Incourse of tme "Cula Cetiva®™ gradually cormupted

to sound "Sule Cet1" .

There 1s yet another interpretation of the name "Sule Cetu”. The word "Cula™ has
another meaning — that s hair. Because itis a stupa which enshrines the sacred haars ot
the Buddha or at which the sacred hairs rest tor a while,itis called "Cula Cenva®™ Prince
Siddhattha after the renunciation of carthly hite, cut oft his harr which was taken by Sakka
to hus Tavatimsa Kingdom where he enshrimed it a stupa which came to be known as
"Culamuni Cett”. In his Ratu poem on the Shwedagon Pagoda, one My anmar poct Nawade
gy1 describes the Shwedagon Pagodaas "Sula Mwe Shin™ meaning the Pagodicthat enshnnes

the sacred hairs of the Buddha.



The History of Sule Pﬂl

Amat RKyi Thura, on behalf of King Bhogasena worshipped Sule Pagoda in which he
enshrined sacred relics and hairs of the Buddha

Su Let i1s the name of a thomy weed Tribulus terrestris (a kind of bramble which
grows wild) which once covered the whole hillock. So that the hillock was called "Su lei
kon" (Su let hillock) when the ceti was built on this hill, it came to be called "Su lei Ceti".

That is also another interpretation given in some histones of the Sule Pagoda.

Regarding the builder of the Sule Pagoda there are two versions. The chronicles of
the Shwedagon and Botahtaung Pagodas say that it was King Ukkalapa who built the Sule
Ceti. But the history of the Kyaik-ka-san Pagoda associates the Sule Ceti with that of Than

L.vin and says that its builder was King Bhogasena.

After the third Buddhist Council was convened at the Kingdom of Pataliputta,
Buddha Sasana (religion) came to Sn Lanka. In about the Buddhist Era 239, eight Buddhist
saints (Arahats) from S Lanka came to the city Thaton to take from it the Ruby which had
the supematural power of repelling the danger of erosion by flood that was befalling Sni
LLanka. But the eight saints had to proceed to Than Lyin to get the Ruby. As a token of
gratitude. the cight saints gave Bhogasena. the King of Than Lyin. some of the Buddha's
hairs and relics which they had brought from Sn Lanka. Under the supervision of these

Buddhist saints. cetis were built to enshnne the sacred hairs and relics.
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The Chronicle of the Sule Pagoda

In the north-east direction of the Singuttara Hill, the Kyaik-Ka-san Ceti was built to
enshrine six strands of sacred hairs and some relics. Near the southern side of the
Shwedagon Pagoda, was built a big Sima. But before the Sima was completed. one of the
saints died. King Bhogasena was so sad at the death of the saint that he assigned the
construction of the Sule Ceti to his Minister named "Athok". Therefore the Sule Ceti was
originally called "Kyaik Athok". Kyaik is a Mon word for cet1, and "Kyaik Athok® means
the ceti built by Athok.

With the gupervisipn of the Sr1 Lankan saints, King Bhogasena built eleven cetis
and nine Sima Halls. The eleven cetis in which the sacred hairs and relics were enshnned
are the Kyaik-ka-san Ceti, Kyaik Athok Ceti, Kyaik Mei Than Karaw Ceti, Kvailk Kama
Kamu Ceti, Kyaik Kha Pauk Sanwat Ceui, Kyaik Kha Pauk Swat Ceu, Kyaik De1 Ant Ceu,
etc.

In the old chronicles of the ancient pagodas and the history of Than Lyin, the cetis
in the Mon kingdom were known by Mon names. But in course of time some cetis acquired
new names. For example, the ceti with the Mon name of Kyaik Der Art 1s now commonly

called Botahtaung Ceti. Similarly the Kyaik Athok 1s now well-known as the Sule Cen.

"Athok" 1s not only the name of the Mon Minister. It also means the sacred hair in

Mon Language. So Kyaik Athok means the ceti that enshrines the sacred hairs.

Regarding the names of the king and his minister who built the Kyaik Athok Ceu,
some chronicles of the pagodas and old records give a ditferent version. After the amval
at Thaton of Buddhist monks Ashin Sona and Ashin Uttara eight holy saints from Sni
LLanka including Ashin Yasa and Ashin Suci came to Thaton bringing with them sacred
hairs of the Buddha. King Mahadipa of Thaton ordered his Minister Thura
(or Thu Ye Gyi) to build Kyaik Athok Ceti to enshrine the sacred hairs,

There 1s confusion in the mention of the armnival of the Buddhist mission from Sn
Lanka. One version says that Ashin Sona and Ashin Uttara brought the sacred hairs and

gave them to King Mahadipa. Another version tells us that the cight holy saints brought

oy
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A parabike map showing the location of Sule Pagoda situated between King Alaung
mintara's Yangon and King Thavawaddy's Aung Myey Yan Hnin town

the sacred hairs to Than Lyin. One version says that the King of Thaton was Mahadipa.
another version holds that the King of Sihadipa Island was King Sihadipa (alias) King
Bhogasena. The Island Than Lyin has six different names such as Khuddadipa. Manidipa,
Sihadipa. Trivanga, Trivanga, and Than Ly in. Butall versions have one thing in common,
and that is that the eight holy saints came to Than Lyin from Thaton. We may thus safely
conclude that King Sihadipa of Sihadipa Island was King Bhogasena.

As to the name of the minister who was assigned to the construction of the Sule
Ceti, we have two versions — Athok and Thura or Thu Ye Gyi. Itis probable that Athok
was the name of the minister whereas Thura or Thu Ye Gyi1 was his title.

D

Myanmar as "Sule® is undoubtedly a ceti of great antiquity.

138

spite its different versions, this ceti known in Mon as "Kvaik Athok” and in
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Chapter Three
ANCIENT PAGODA "SULE CETI"

Q

he Kyaik Athok or the Sule Ceti 1s an ancient pagoda of some prominence. Old

records say that it was built in B.C. 326 and so it 1s over two thousand years
old.

The earhest mention of the Kyaik Athok Ceti in Myanmar histonical wnting 1s
made in the Rajadarit Ayedawpon Kyan. In1t1s mentioned that a Mon King named Binnva
U who ruled in Hanthawaddy about M.E. 700, his Queen, sons and daughters visited the
Shwedagon Pagoda to worship it. The Kyaik Athok Ceti miraculously emitted colourtul
rays. For seven days the King held the homage-paying ceremony at this Ceti. Then he

returned to his Palace.
In the same work is mentioned the following:

Prince Binnya Nwe (King Rajadant) rebelled against King Binnya U
and on the 3rd waxing moon day of Nayone in M.E. 745 (A.D. 1383) he
fled to Dagon with his followers. On the pretext that he came there under
the royal order to repair and reinforce the fortresses and fortifications the
Prince built up his stronghold. Then at the advice of his followers the Prince
constructed a Conference Hall at the site between the Kyailk Athok Cett

and Parami Cet..

After King Alaungpaya U Aung Zeya conquered Lower Myanmar, the overgrown
vegetation at the sitec of old Dagon town was cleared. Lakes, ditches and depressions
were drained off and filled. On the 7th waxing moon-day of Kason in M.E. 1117 (2 May

A.D. 1755) anew town was founded. The King named 1t " Yangon”,

Alaungpaya's Yangon had nine gates. On the north side were three gates suchas the
Salin Kon Gate, the Mingala Gate and the Sule Malwei Pauk Gate. This is the finstmention

of the word "Sulc¢" in Myanamr historical writing. Because the Sule Malwer Pauk Gate was
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Yangon in Alaungmintara's time

<0 close to the Kyaik Athok Ceti Hill which was covered with the thomy weeds called

“it came to acquire the name "Sule”.

vaw Ywe, the Governor of Yangon was ordered by King Bodawpaya to take care of

Ceti. Kyaik Mei1 Than Cho Ceti, etc., at




Ancient Pagoda " Sule Ceti”®
"

Towards the end of King Bodawpaya's reign, in M.E. 1177 (A.D. 1815) one head
monk named Loka Hman Kin Sayadaw came to Yangon. After he had visited and paid homage
to the Shwedagon Pagoda and the Sule Ceti he compiled a history of the Shw edagon Pagoda
entitled Ketha dhatu Wunnana. In the palm leaf manuscnpt of this history he writes the

following paragraph on the Sule Ceti:

Duning the reign of King Bodawpayain M.E. 1177 Loka Hman Kin
Sayadaw came to Yangon. To the north of Yangon there is the Sule Ceti which
in Mon is c;lled Kyaik Dei Thut (Athok). In this Sule Ceti was enshrined
one of the sacred hairs of the Buddha brought from Sn Lanka by ten Thura
Amat Kyis. In M.E. 1178 (A.D.1816) Loka Hman Kin Sayadaw and his
followers visited the Sule Ceti for three days during which they offered
lustral water, flowers, sandal wood and o1l lamps to the Sule Ceti. Day and
night the people of Yangon visited the Sule Ceti and worshipped 1t with
diverse offertories. They embellished the precinct of the Sule Ceti with a
large amount of sand knee-deep. Then at the request of the devotees, Loka
Hman Kin Sayadaw preached the Abhidhamma by turn at each of the four
Dhamma Salas (Preaching Halls) in the precinct. Then the Sayadaw appealed
to the generous townspeople to repair and renovate the old religious

monuments and buildings and the latter carmed out obligingly.

Under the auspices of the Sayadaw, the Yangon towns people renovated
the Sule Ceti by gilding it. Whercupon "the Sule Ceti miraculously emitted
rays for four days". A new /hiti (umbrella) studded with nine Kinds of gems
was installed on the Sule Ceti. The new hiti was over nine cubits long and the
circumference i1s over four cubits. The Sule Ceti measures over 67 cubits in
height and 264 cubits in circumference. There are 170 httle bells hung on
the Ati. A bronze bell of 100 viss in weight was dedicated to the Sule Ce. 1t

was hung up on the north-cast side.
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A picture of Ukkalapa town with Shwedagon Pagoda at the time
of the First Anglo-Myanmar War 1824-26

The sand palm leaf manuscript makes mention of the "Sule Cet1” and "Kyaik Dei
Thut" twice. So we can say for sure that these two names refer to the same ceti. Although

in the other pagoda legends and historical wntings "Kyaik Athok Ceti” is frequently

mentioned with the exception of some discrepancies in minor detail. the main outlines of

the histony of the Sule Ceti are the same.




Ancient Pagoda “Sule Ceti”

The hill on which the Sule Ceti is situated was once strategically important for
defence. The following excerpt from the Konbaung Set Maha Yazawun 1law KRyi (The
Great Chronicle of the Konbaung Dynasty) proves it:

Atthe end of the first Anglo-Myanmar warin M.E. 1188 (A.D. 1826)
turbulence reigned in Yangon. For over a month the enemies surrounded
Yangon. King Bagyidaw sent out his armed forces from the Capital to put
down the disorder. Mingy1 Maha Uzana the Governor of Muttama town
allowed C(;llector of Revenue Ney Myo Ye Htin Nawrahta and his 1000
men to camp on the Kyaik Athok Ceti Hill, to the north of the town. Some
men from the Regiment of Phone Taw Hpyit Bo Ney Myo Min Hun who
camped 1n Pazuntaung were ordered to join the camp on the Kvaik Athok
Cet Hill. Sixteen enemy Regiments that armmved from Dalla town dug up
trenches along the distance from the Yanbon Khwin Bridge at the jeuy,
facing north, passing Tat Kalay, Thein Gyi and the Roman Catholic Cathedral.
till Kyaik Athok Ceti.

The Sule hill on which the Kyaik Athok Ceti is situated was at that ime strategically

important for the defence of Yangon.

The Sule hill lies to the north of Yangon. In the drawing of old Yangon, a ceti s
shown to the north of the town but its name 1s not mentioned. In a drawing of Yangon town
on a parabike (a set of folding papers) done by a Myanmar draftsman, a ceti shown to the

north of the town is specifically named in writing as "the Sule Ceti".

After the British had annexed Lower Myanmar in 1852 the name "Kyaik Athok”
gradually faded into oblivion. The name "Sule” came 1into common use. When Yangon
became the Capital of British Burma and new Yangon was built on a new layout, the former
roads and strcets disappeared. Keeping the Sule Ceti as the centre of the Capital. the road
constructed running south to north was named "the Sule Pagoda Road”. Since then the Ceu
which had lost its original name "Kyaik Athok" and acquired a new name "Sulc”, ceased to

be a ceti to the north but 1t became the ceti in the centre of the town. In the accounts of
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The History of Sule Pagoda

A Map showing the location of Sule Pagoda in the centre of the town after new Yangon
had been built on block system

foreign visitors and all later wntings on Yangon are found photographs, sketches and
drawings of the Sule Ceti and its environs. There 1s no more mention of the name "Kyaik
Alhok”.

At the conclusion of the Second Anglo-Myanmar War Buddhist devotees donated
little bronze bells to the Sule Pagoda. These little bells were hung on the hti. Among them
three little bells dated M.E.1218 (A.D. 1856) bear the following inscnptions:

On the first bell:

A little bell for the Sule Pagoda hri. weighing 130 ticals dedicated
on the 8™ waxing moon day of Tabodwe in 1218 by U Hmaing. his daughter

and her husband. May we attain Nirvana, Sadu (welldone).
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On the second bell:

A sweet sounding hittle bell to be hung on the hiri ot the Sule Ceu
which is aglow with colourtul ravs, dedicated by Upazin cmonk) U Teza ot

Thayet Taw Monastery, Yangon and his pupils and their children.
On the third bell:

A sweet sounding little bell to be hung on the /e ot the Sule Cen

which 1s aglow with colourtul rays, dedicated by Mer Soe, Mer Pwint. sons

and daughters of Tavoke Tun quarter.

A painting by an artist showing the surrounding in which Sule Pagoda is approached by
a wooden bridge
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From these inscriptions we know for certain that by the year 1856, the name "Sule

Cetr® was estabhished and quite wellhknown.

At the tme when the Bniush annexed Lower Myanmar in 1852 the three sides
were inundated with water. Only on the northside w as there dryland. The Sule Ceti stood
on the summut of a latente outcrop w hich was isolated from the tow n by marshy lands and
water. There was a large luhe at the place where Maha Bandoola Park now 1s. There was a
shetch map of Yangon in a book entitled A Rough Trip to Rangoon published in 1853. It
was made by its author. In this map a ceti with a wooden bridge was shown to the north of
Yangon Though the name of the ceti was not mentioned it was none other than the Sule
Cen. Savadaw U Hloka Nyanna sand thatunul M E 1213 (A.D. 1852) the southemn portion

of the present Maha Bandoola Park was an islet. There was a stone bndge to cross from

Picture of Sule Pagoda from the Book * A Rough Trip to Rangoon”



Ancient Paaoda “Sule Ceti”

A rough sketch (from memory) of the old Town of Yangon 1836-1849

there to the Sule Cet1 hill. In the History of Rangoon by Protessor B.R. Pearn there 1s a
sketch of the Sule Ceti with a wooden bridge.

In a paper entitled The Layout of Yangon and its living quarters during the time
of Myanmar kings compiled by Hmawbi Saya Thein the Sule Ceti and 1ts environs of that

time were described as follows:

At the southern causeway of the Sule Pagoda there used to be a bndge
across the moat. On that bridge was butlt a big zavar (rest house). The land
on the south west of the Sule Pagoda belonged to the Sule Pagoda. In front

of the Municipality Building there used to be a gate and a road running trom
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The History of Sule Pagodes
south 1o north. To the ¢ast of that road was a stunted pagoda, and (o the west
of that stunted pagoda was a Sima. There was a monasteny called Pantaw
Kyaung or Kha-vey-pin Kvaung in tront of the stunted pagoda. There was a
well in the monasuc precinct. That well was called Kadatwun well To the

cast of that well there used to be an untarred road

On the side of the western causeway of the Sule Pagoda, north of
LM de Souza (chemusts) building was a small island surrounded by water.
On that island was a monastery called Yev Let Kvaung. The Abbot of that
monastery was named U Myat Khe. There were residenual quanters to the
southeast of the Sule Pagoda. There the Indians and the Myanmars hved. To
the north where the Town Hall now stands, there used to be a monastery
w here the monk U Kala resided. In the middle of the site of Thein Gyi Zay
bazaar there was once a big pagoda on the model of the Sule Ceu. It was
larger than the Naungdaw Gyi Cet on the Shwedagon Pagoda Platform. To
the immediate east of that pagoda were Sima, lTazaung and Devotional Hall.
That pagoda was called Kyaik Meir Than Karaw Ceti or Kyaitk Mei Than Cho
Cet Some called it Kyaik Myat Than ChoCetr. InME. 1216 (A.D. 1854)
the Bnuish Government gave order to destroy that pagoda. So the pagoda
was pulled down by ropes. At the time of its destruction. it 1s said that the
people saw mystenious ravs emuting miraculously from it and moving to

the direction of the Sule Pagoda.

By 1852 when the Second Anglo-Myanmar war came to an end, and Lower Myanmar
was annexed to the British Empire, Yangon became the Capital of British Burma. Since

then Yangon has undergone changes, and o did the Sule Pagoda and 1ts environs.
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Chapter Four
THE CENTRAL PAGODA

rom the rergn of King Binnya U of Hanthaw addy to that ot King Bagyvidaw of

the Konbaung Dynasty histoncal writings located the Sule Pagoda to the north

of Yungon. In M .E. 1203 (A.D 184D King Thayawaddy came to Yangon and
founded a town numed Awng Myey Yan Hnin (Victory Ground of Repelling Foes). He
butlt a palace named AMvar Nan Aung Char (Roval August Palace ot Victoryy Awne Myey
Yan Hmn was commonly called UKKalapa. Viewed trom this new town the Sule Pagoda

lay to the south.

Photograph showing the Sule Pagoda as the central pagoda in downtown Yangon
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The Centural Pagoda
%

On 28th December 1852, the Governor-General [.ord Dalhousie issued a
proclamation that the province of Pegu had been annexed by the British as a result of
Myanmar's defeat in the Second Anglo-Myanmar War. Since then Yangon had fallen under
the British colonial rule. The Bntish soldiers committed vandalism by pillaging and looung
treasures from religious monuments in the annexed territory . In the waxing month ot
Thadingyut (October) in M.E. 1215 (A.D. 1858) they dug open the first terrace upw ard ot
the Shwedagon Pagoda, eastside to rob the relic chambers of the treasures. On heanng of
it, Sitke Maung Hiaw Lay, a former ofticial of the Court ot Ava and now serving under the
British, wrote a letter of protest to the Commissioner of Pegu. The British soldiers also
pulled down the Kyaik Mei Than Cho Ceti ncar Thein Gy1 Zay Bazaar. Because ot the
protest by Sitke Maung Htaw Lay, the British Government issued an order prohibitting
the destruction of religious monuments. The reason for the destruction of the Kyvaik Mei
Than Cho Ceti was unknown. But when a new layout was drafted for rebuilding Yangon

there were plans to move out the Sule Pagoda.

When Yangon fell under the British, they needed a scaport. Among the residents of
Yangon there were Indians, Armenians, Jews, Parsces and Europeans. They came to live in
Yangon to trade. It became nccessary to make either Yangon or Pathein a permanent seaport

for overseas trade.

In September 1852 one British army medical doctor Montgomery drew up a plan
to rebuild Yangon. Captain Fraser of the Bengal Engineers also submitted his plan tor the
same purpose. In the report submitted by Montgomery the arcas to the west of the Strand
Road were carmarked as trade centre ina new Yangon project . The underground ditches
were o be dug in every street to let out the water at high tide, and Iet the water tlow into
the lake near the Sule Ceti Hill, or to store the water in a place near the Shwedagon Pagoda

Hill. Due to the hydraulic system there was a reservoir near the Sule Pagoda Hill.

Not long after Montgomery submitted the new Yangon project. Fraser also
submitted his report which contained details. Like Montgomery, Fraser was notin favour

of keeping living quarters on the Strand Road. The town behind the Strand Road was to be
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Montgomery's new Yangon project map A.D 1852 September

Fraser's new Yangon project map A.D. 1852 September
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The Central Pagoda
-

divided into upper and lower areas. The dividing boundary between the two areas was (o be
a canal parallel to the Strand Road. This canal would pass through the southern side of the
Sule Pagoda and flow into the niver through the ditches. The lake near the Sule Pagoda
Hill was to be drained oft and filled by the garbage collected from the town's upper area.

In both projects, Montgomery's and Fraser's it was proposed not to extend the
town beyond the Sule Pagoda, Tat Kalay Bazaar and the suburban arcas north of Thein Gyi
Zay Bazaar. The new town was not to be larger than Alaungpaya's Yangon. The location of
the Sule Pagoda was left out of the planners’ consideration. It seems that no one gave any

serious thought to the Sule Pagoda.

In December 1852 Arthur Phayre who was appointed Commissioner of Pegu
Province came to Yangon. He reported to the Governor-General of British India Lord
Dalhousie that his first duty was to survey new Yangon projects. When such projects were
submitted the Second Anglo-Myanmar war had not yet ended. Lord Dalhousie had not yet
issued the proclamation of the annexation of Pegu. Yangon town planning was already
drafted by the British before the proclamation of the official occupation of Yangon was

made.

On 2™ June 1853, Fraser again submitted another new Yangon project which was
more detailed than the previous one. In all three projects—one by Montgomery and two
by Fraser no serious thought was given to the Sule Pagoda. So if any of these three projects
was to be implemented the Sulc Pagoda would have to be moved out.

Finally all three projects were rejected and an entirely new project drawn by Fraser
was accepted.

Yangon area was extended to the west from Godwin Road (now Lanmadaw) to
Judha Ezekicl Road (now Thein Byu Road) to the cast, to the south from the Yangon River
to Montgomery Street (now Bogyoke Aung San Road) and Commissioner Road (now
Bogyoke Aung San Road) to the north. Approximately 36,000 residents was the capacity
allowed for the extended town. According to Fraser's last report, the Sule Pagoda was to

be marked the centre of the town. Compared with Alaungpaya's Yangon, the plan of new
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The Sule Pagoda in the centre of Yangon with paralled roads

Yangon was to make its westward extension possible. Keeping the Sule Pagoda as the
town's centre, a wide road was constructed running from the nver to the north and named
it the Sule Pagoda Road . In the westem part of the town four parallel roads ran from the
south to the north. In the eastern pant were three roads of similar type running parallel to
the Sule Pagoda Road.

From the time of Binnva U's Dagon to the time of Alaungpaya's Yangon, the Sule
Pagoda stood to the north of the town. When King Thayawaddy built Aung Myey Yan
FHnin town, the Sule Pagoda was to 1ts south. When a new Yangon was founded after the

British annexation the Sule Pagoda became the focal point of the town.

As it stands in the town centre, the Sule Pagoda is easily accessible to the pilgnms.
It became a wellknown pagoda by which oaths were swom. In July 1899 Yangon Yatanabon
Daily Press published a play named *Konmara®™ wntten by U Poke Ni. In 1t there was a
I'ha-hpyan song to be sung by Nga Hun Gy, a character in the play. The song was a kind
of ode to all prominent pagodas including the Sule Pagoda by which Nga Htin Gyi swore
oaths. The prominent pagodas were the Kyatk Waing Pagoda. the Thadukan Pagoda, the
Kvaik Khauk Pagoda of Than Lyin. the Kyaik-Ka-San Pagoda. the Botahtaung Pagoda, the
Naungdaw Gyi Pagoda and the Sule Pagoda. Since then. the Sule Pagoda has become

wellknown as a pagoda for sweanng.

3¢
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C}mpter Five
THE SULLE CETI IN MYANMAR HISTORY

he earliest mention of Kyailk Athok Ceti which came to be known as the
Sule Ceti 1s tound 1n the Myanmar writings about M.E. 700(A.D. 1338).

According to the Rajadarit Avedawpon Kyan, the Sule Cetr was associated

with a victory won by King Hanthawaddy Hsin Byu Shin Binnya U. Similarly another King

by the name of Binnya Nwe who ruled Hanthawaddy as King Rajadant had a consulung

office built near the Sule Ceti Hill to reorganize his kingdom. King Alaungpaya who

carried out the political consolidation to build the third Myanmar Empire founded a town

near the Sule Cet1 Hill and named it Yangon (the End of Stnte).

\ map showing the battle of Yangon

At the ume of King Alaungpaya, the town
Yangon was on the south of the Sule Pagoda.
[n the tirst Anglo-Myanmar war the Bntsh
forces laid siege to Yangon, and the areas
around the Sule Pagoda were strategically
important. The Myanmars were detfeated in the
war and 1t was terminated by signing the Treat
of Yandubo. After the end of war on the 10
waxing moon of Nattaw 1n M.k TISS (ALD.
1826 December) the Union Jack at the
Phaungdaw Gate of Yangon was lowered and
the Myanmar tlag of white background
measuring 9 cubits long and 6 cubits wide with
an emblem of a red peacock carrving inoats
beak a floral sprig and a gold knob was hoisted.
At the flag hoisting ceremony two Myanman

officers Awav vauk Savev Zeva Kvaw  Hun
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Fytch Square (Park) with Sule Pagoda and former Town Hall in the background

Nawrahta and Yaranabon Taik Soe Zeva Nawrahta acted as master of ceremony. Three

cannon salutes were fired while music and dances were performed to honour the occasion.

After the Second Anglo-Myanmar War, when the town plan was laid out, the Sule
Pagoda became one of the pnnicipal places of the town. The Park near the Sule Pagoda
was named Fytch Square to honour the then Chiet Commussioner of Bntish Burma. Albent

Fyich. It was opened in 1867-68.

After the Third Anglo-Myanmar War, the whole of Myanmar became a Bnush colony.
Dunng the Bnish colonial penod Yangon became the capital of Myanmar and the areas
around the Sule Pagoda became prominent. On 19 November 1886, the office of Yangon
Municipality was opened at the place where the present Yangon Town Hall stands. The
Chief Court buildings were completed in 1911 and the Chief Count began 1ts function in
that year. Such buildings and the Park were situated in the vicimity of the Sule Pagoda.
Some of the activities of the Myanmar national freedom movement took place in the areas

around the Sule Pagoda. Hence the Sule Pagoda was associated with the historic events of

the ume.

50



The Sule Ceti in Myanmar History

With the emergence of the Young Men Buddhist Association (YMBA) and other
similar associations, began the political awakening of the Myanmar people. The first YMBA
was formed in 1906. Though its pnmary aims at the initial stage were religious and cultural,
it assumed a political character when patriotic and political goals were included 1n 1ts
programmes. In 1918 when the British, as recommended by the Montague-Chelmstord
Report, decided to introduce administrative reforms in India, Myanmar was left out ot the
programme. In 1919 the Indian leaders were invited to the Bntish Parliament to participate
in the discussion on the grant of a new administration but Myanmar was not invited. The
Myanmar people sent to London a Myanmar delegation of three representatives U Ba Pe, U
Pu and U Tun Shein who left by shipon 7 July 1919. In London they met with Bnush media
and some members of Parliament through whom they presented Myanmar's case. When the
Myanmar delegation returned on 6 February 1920, Myanmar public gave them a resounding
welcome at the Sule Pagoda Jetty. U Po Kya who later became the Inspector ot National

Schools as well as a famous author of patriotic writings composed and read out panegyncs,
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View of Sule Pagoda and former Town Hall

relating to the Mvyvanmar delegates. The area around the Sule Pagoda was crowded with the
welcoming well-wishers who on hearing the recitation of inspiring culogies became

poliically aroused.

On 2 June 1920, onc of the delegates U Tun Shein passed away. He was only 29
vears—still voung. He was one of the nominees for the second delegation. The Press
carmicd messages of condolence and eulogies-mourning the loss of a voung Myanmar
nationalist. The funeral ceremony was held at the headquanters of the YMBA which was
then at No. 40, Sule Pagoda Road. At 11 a.m. on 5 June the contege started for the cemetery.
But duc to a great multitude of mourners who turned up at the funeral. the procession
rcached the Kvandaw Cemetery only at 4 p.m. U Ohn Maung. propnetor of London An
Film Company ook a movie record of U Tun Shein's funeral and 1t was shown at a movie

house named Pans de Cinema in dow ntown Yangon. The moyie house was alway s full with
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the admuirers of the departed. It was the first production in the history of Myanmar movies.

The events just described took place in the neighbourhood of the Sule Pagoda.

Modern form of Myanmar nationalism which onginated with the YMBA reached

its apex when in 1930 the Do Bhama Asiayone (We all Myanmars Association) was formed.

As part of the political and economic programmes of the national freedom
movement the Myanmar people were urged to boycott foreign imports and to use only
home-products. Around the Sule Pagoda, anti-cigarette campaigns were staged as part of
the boycott. The campaigners were organized by All Myanmar Youth Association led by
Saya Tint, ateacher of Myoma National Boys' High School. On Sunday 16 August 1931 at
8 p.m. the campaigners started a demonstration march from their headquanters at No. 73
Kaing Dan Street heading towards the Thein Gyi Zay Bazaar area, and from there to the

Dalhousie Street, the Sule Pagoda Road, the cinema halls, the Pansodan Road. Fraser

Myanmar delegates on board the ship saying goodbye to their wellwishers at
the Sule Pagoda jetty
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Photograph showing portico of old Town Hall, Emannual Church and Fyich Square

Street (now Anawrahta Street). Spark Street (now Bo Aung Gyaw Street), the Commissioner
Road (the Mingyi Street) and the new bazaars. They entreated the passers-by who were
smoking cigarettes to boycott cigarettes and changed their cigarettes with Myanmar cigars

they brought with them.,

In the Bntish colonial penod. different administrative systems were tried out to
heep Myanmar under their rule. On 31 March 1937, the Dyarchy was terminated and a new
administration was adopted on 1 Apnl 1937 under the Government of Burma Act of 1935.
The Mavyor of Yangon arranged a dinner to welcome the Viceroy of British India on 31

March. The Executive Committee of the Central Yangon Taxpayers' Union held a meeting

and decided to protest against the use of the money from the taxes to bear the cost of the

dinner. The Mayor of Yangon. however, proceeded with his arrangement. On the eve of the
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adopuon of the new administration, the protesters gathered at the west entrance ot the
Sule Pagoda and using loudspeakers they yelled out their protests. At the ume ot the

dinner, stray dogs were given bones and rice pormidge 1in the Park. When the animals began
o fight over the tood. the protesters called them aloud by the names ot the members of
Yangon Municipality. Till 7.30 p.m. the Viceroy did notappear at the dinner. Finally the
Mayor 1ssued written promises signed by himselt that no part ot public money would be

used tor dinner. Onlyv then the protesters dispersed.

On | April 1937 the ceremony tor the adopuon ot a new admimistration was held at
the Yangon Town Hall. Present on the occasion were the British Governor and members
of the two Chambers of the Legislature under Dr. Ba Maw's Government. The Bnush
Governor R.C. Douglas Cockrane read out the proclamation ot the Briush Crown giving

Myanmar a new administrauon.

A view of the Sule Pagoda from Maha Bandoola Street before tram-ways were laid
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Photograph showing the Sule Pagoda after tram-ways were laid

Concurrently the Do Bhama Asiayone organized a mass rally to protest against the
new administration. [t was unanimously resolved to hold every year on 1 April a
commemorative protest meeting at the Sule Pagoda, to lead a demonstration march 1n
tow n. to hold political lectures at night in the residential quarters, and to close between 10
a.m. and | p.m. all bazaars, bus senvices and to stop work as a protest. An anti-new

administration Executive Commuttee was formed compnsing Thakin Nu, Thakin Aung San,
Thakin Lay Maung, Thakin Tin Maung and Thakin Thein Maung.

As decided at the meeting. a mass rally was held at the Sule Pagoda. Tri-colour
flags were hoisted at half-mast and the protesters went round the town chanting slogans.
Similar activities took place on | April 1938 to stage the annual commemorative protest.
The procession of demonstrators began in Morton Street (now Lan Thit Street) proceeded
to Strand Road and Dalhousie Street. At the junction of these three streets, a mass gathering
was formed. Thakin Hla Pe (Pin Phyu) unfurled the tn-colour flag and the masses shouted

the slogan "Do Bhama® (We Myanmars). Thakin Soe opened the ceremony by singing the
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The Sule Pagoda V'ew before the Second World War
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Photograph showing destroyed rehgwus buildings on the Sule Pagoda Platform
due to bombings during the Second World War
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patrtotc song "Do Bhama™. Thakin Nu ot the
Nagant Book Club dehivered an maugural
address. Holding placards and chanung
slogans, the demonstrators walked down to
Dalthouise Street. the Sule Pagoda Road.
Fraser Street, Canal Street and Moron Street.
tll they reached their starting point at the
junction of the three streets trom w here they

dispersed.

On the morning of 23 December 1941,
the Japanese made the tirst air rind on
Yangon. The residentual quarters around the
Botihtaung Pagoda. along the Strand Road.
Dalhouise, Fraser, and Pansodan Streets were
heavily bombed, causing many casualties and
destructions. Tt was estimated that nearly
three thousand, nay, some said nearly tive
thousand people were Killed and were bunied
in the mass graves i the Tarmwe Cemetery.
Many buitldings were destroved. On 23

December another air raind took place.

Stncee then the Japanese bombig ot
Yangon had become frequent. As aresult the
arched entrance and devoutonal hall on the
south and other butldimgs on the Sule Pagoda
platform were badhy damaged. The two hon
statues on cach side ot the entrance ot the

southern starway were completely destroved.

e

The Brinsh i therr eyacuation resorted to
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swcorched-carth tactics, by setung fire to
the Yangon Jetty, and other important
buildings. Theretore when the Japanese
marched into Yangon, the whole town was
deadly desolate. The Sule Pagodawas very
much destroyed by the ravages of
war.Many rehigious butldings on ats
platform were bombed out. Luckily and
miraculously the Sule Pagoda itselt
escaped destruction, So we can see 1t

intact ull today.

On 8 December 1942 at 8 a.m. a
ceremony wishing the victory of the war
in East Asia was held in the Yangon City
Hall . Ministers and high ranking Japanese
military officials attended 1t. The masses
that gathered around the City Hall spilled
over to the Maha Bandoola Park and the
Sule Pagoda Platform. On 9 December.
ovcer once thousand Buddhist monks were
invited for early moming meal to mark the
commemorative occasion. Offering of
mcal took place simultancously on the
Sule Pagoda and the Shwedagon Pagoda
Plattorms—over 700 monks on the
Shwedagon Pagoda Platform and over 300
monks on the Sule Pagoda Platform. The

pcople were so elated to see such a

multitude of monks gathered there. Past environs of the St ’
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y Sl oda seen from the corner of Maha Bandoola Park and Merchant Street.
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Bogyoke Aung San addressing the masses from the balcony of the
City Hall, 13 July 1947

Dunng the Bntish colonial time, the Bnush Government gave English names to
some Myanmar towns and streets. On September 1944 the Govemment of Bhama Nainggan
1ssucd Notification No. 92, changing English names with Myanmar. Thus the Sule Pagoda
Road became the Sule Phaya Road. Dalhousie Street became Maha Bandoola Street, Phayre
Street became Pansodan street, etc. But Myanmar newspapers such as Hanthawaddy had

been using Myanmar names for some streets and roads since 1911.

When the Anti-Fascists Resistance was over, the areas around the Sule Pagoda
revived. When the Bntish retumed. they made attempts to reinstate their rule in Myanmar
according to the White Paper Scheme drafted at Stmla duning the war. On 23 September
1946 over ten thousand workers rallied at Maha Bandoola Park to hold a mass meeting
protesting against the Simla White Paper. On 29 September another mass rally was held
under the sponsorship of Bogvoke Aung San and demanded complete independence.

Though the meeting took place at the Cantonment Gardens (now Kandaw Mingala Park)
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the masses rallied at Maha Bandoola Park and around the Sule Pagoda. No less than hundred

and fifty thousand people turned out at the rally at 7.30 in the moming and they walked to
the venue of the meeting.

The general strike was staged 1n 1947 1o protest against the British and to demand
complete independence. On 6 February all workers and government employees’ rally
numbering over ten thousand was held in the Maha Bandoola Park and it unanimously

announced the general strnike. The stnkers camped their headguarters around the Sule Pagoda.

On 10 June of that year at 8 a.m 1n the Maha Bandoola Park, another mass rally was
sponsored by the Anti-Fascist People's Freedom League (AFPFL) headed by Bogyoke
Aung San. All shops were closed half day and transportation services were suspended.

Mass chanting of resolutions for independence and political slogans resounded the

surroundings of the Sule Pagoda.

Photograph showing the mass rally in 1945 in Maha Bandoola Park at which
Bogyoke Aung San spoke. The Sule Pagoda and the City Hall are seen in the background
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Independence Monuments under Construction
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On 13 July 1947, Bogyoke Aung San delivered an address to the masses from the
balcony of the City Hall. The audience filled over the whole area around the Sule Pagoda. It
was his last public speech.

On 19 July he and six of his colleagues were brutally assassinated. On 22 July at 7
a.m at the Maha Bandoola Park, the Burma Trade Union Congress organized a meeting of
workers and government employees and later they marched to the Jubilee Hall where the

fallen leaders lay 1n state. They passed by the Sule Pagoda to the Jubilee Hall to pay their
last tnbute to the martyrs.

On 4 January 1948 Myanmar regained independence. In the early hour of that day
the last Bntish Governor of Myanmar Sir Hubert Rance departed from Myanmar soil to
embark on a British warship anchored off Yangon Jetty. It 1s interesting to note that when
the Bntish first set foot on Myanmar soil during the First Anglo-Myanmar War, 1t was the
Yangon Jetty from where they came in. When the Bntish departed from Myanmar soil,
after granting Myanmar independence, it was
again from the Yangon Jetty they left. The
Yangon Jetty is visible from the Sule Pagoda

Platform.

After independence was regained 1t
became necessary to set up a monument to
commemorate the historic event of regaining
independence. The AFPFL decided to erect
an Independence Monument and as the most '
suitable site for it was considered to be the
centre of downtown area, the Maha Bandoola

Park was chosen. The ground-breaking

imposing Independence Monument of 150 - - . g

The last British Governor Sir Hubert
Rance departing from Myanmar territory
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Past environs of the Sule Pagoda seen from Maha Bandoola Park

feet high with ten bronsze hon statues guarding it was constructed at the cost of over two
lakhs of kvats. So emerged the Independence Monument in the centre of the Maha Bandoola

Park. But the Sule Pagoda towers above it

We thus find that the Sule Pagoda 1s associated with Myanmar historv. It was near
the Sule Pagoda that King Alaungpaya renamed the town "Yangon' (End of Stnfe). It was the
arca around the Sule Pagoda that the Bntish first set foot on Myanmar temitory to wage
the Fint Anglo-Myanmar War. It was the arcas around the Sule Pagoda where the Myanmar
pcople gathered to welcome the homebound Myanmar delegaton that went to London to
present to the Bniish Government Myanmar's case for administrative advance. After attaining
Myanmar Independence. 1t was from the area around the Sule Pagoda that the last Bntish
Govemnor departed from Myanmar temntory. And the last but not the least was the erection

of the Independence Monument in the Park near the Sule Pagoda.

The Sule Pagoda is not only situated prominently 1n the heart of the city but also its

surrounding area 1s significantly histonc.



Chapter Six
THE ARCHITECTURE OF THE SULE PAGODA

he design of the Sule Pagoda 1s different from those of other pagodas 1n Yangon.

Although 1t 1s said that the builder of the Sule Pagoda first built the Kyaik-Ka-

san Pagada, the Sule Pagoda as it 1s found to-day is not like the Kyaik-ka-san
Pagoda in design. The Sule Pagoda is octagonal from the plinth to the tapenng top in the
shape of a banana bud (nget pyaw hpu). If the tapening top 1s octagonal in shape 1t1s called

satthwahpu (bud of the screw pine).

Pagodas in Myanmar are of two types- the solid pagoda built on the ground and the
pagoda built on a square brick house, or solid type and hollow type. The Shwedagon, the
Shwezigon, the Sule are the solid type of pagodas built on the ground. The Ananda, the
Thatbyinnyu, the Dhammayangyi are the hollow type of pagodas built on bnck house or

temple.

The octagonal Sule Pagoda
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T'he Avaik-Ka-San Ceti

Among the sohd pagodas, those which
belonged to the Thayekhittava Penod (1-9
century A.D.) are buillt on circular ground plan.
Later the ground plans vanied —square,

pentagonal and octagonal. Although the plinth's

design changes from circular to square,
pentagonal and octagonal, the pnncipal portion
of the pagoda, from the bell-shaped dome to
the tapenng top (banana bud) mostly takes the
round shape. Pentagonal and octagonal

pagodas are comparatively few 1n number.

In the hollow tvpe. that 1s those pagodas
built on the square brick house (temple) the
design of the bnck house vanes. There are four
entrances to the brick house, facing four

cardinal directions. Each face has a Buddha

statue and, tour Buddha statues tacing tour directuions are meant to invite and welcome all

sentient beings trom the four comers. [tis also sand that the four Buddha statues represent

The Shit Mvat Hna Pagoda (The Otagonal Celi) The ground plan of the
Shut Mvat Hna Pagoda
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the four Buddhas who had manifested
themselves in the five Buddha world-cycle. The
Budda Kaba (Bhadda Kappa) 1s a world in which
five Buddhas would appear; since four Buddhas
had already appeared, one more would reveal.
In the case of pentagonal pagodas, there are five
faces, in each of which is placed a Buddha statue.
The five Buddha statues represent the five

Buddhas of the world-cycle , including Metteyya

Buddha who 1s about to appear. In some

pentagonal pagodas, Dipankara Buddha 1s  Phaya Gyi Pagoda of Thayey Khit
taya Period built on a circular plinth

represented instead of Mettevya Buddha. In
the case of octagonal pagodas there are eight
faces with eight Buddha statues. Atold Bagan
there are quite a few octagonal pagodas, with
cight entrances which are meant to invite and

welcome devotees from eight directuons.

In constructing the pagodas the plinth
began to take an octagonal shape. The
rehigious concept of the octagonal shape s
o represent the eight-fold paths to Nirvana,
as preached by the Buddha in His Dhamma
cakka pavattana-sutta (Wheel of the Law).
The plinth of the Shwedagon Pagoda s
octagonal. From the plinth the terraces nse

up to the bell-shaped dome. From the bell-

shaped dome 1o the tapering top of banana

The Kyaik Hti Saung Ceti S
Zouk Thok, Mon State bud the (ICSlgll Is crrcular, Most UL‘lilgUIHII
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pagodas are hike the Shwedagon. The plinth of
the Tho Kha Mauk Pagoda at Bagan 1s
octagonal. As there are no decorative designs
on 1t the octagonal shape 1s very sharp. On 1t
was built a circular pagoda. The Bo Kadaw
Pagoda, Su Taung Py Pagoda, Ant-Kyaw-Swa
Pagoda at Bagan are hollow type. They are built
on bnck houses called Kala Kvaung. These
pagodas are octagonal from the bell-shaped
dome to the concentnic circles, and circular
from the downturned and upturmed lotus petal
motifs to the tapering top of banana bud. The
Kyaik Hu Saung Pagoda at Zouk Thok in Thaton
and Andaw Thein Pagoda at Mrohaung 1n

|

Rakhine State are octagonal from the plinth 1o

the taperning top of banana bud. But then bell- The Ant-RKyaw-Swa Pagoda

shaped domes are circular in concept. the octagonal shape 1s formed by means of embossed
hinings with plaster. The Andaw Thein Pagoda s similar in shape to the Pahtothamya Pagoda
at Bagan. But the Pahtothamya Pagoda 1s not octagonal. for it has 12 sides. The Danoke
Cetiin Twante in Yangon Division is also octagonal. The architectural design of the Sule
Pagoda resembles those of the Kyaik Hu Saung and the Danoke Ceti. From the terraces
on the plinth to the tapenng top of banana bud the shape 1s octagonal. Because of its
octagonal design. the Sule Pagoda is architecturally prominent among other pagodas in

Yangon.

H.R. H Pnnce Damrong Rajanubhab of Thailand who visited Myanmar in 1936,

wrote of the Sule Pagoda as tollows:
Shwer Sule

There 1v a monument of great antiquity at the centre of Rangoon.

The Burmese call it Shwei Sule. The word ““Shwer ™ means “golden” and is
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prefixed to the names of all monuments that are covered with gold leat
“Sule™ 1s a corruption of the Pali word Culia. The monument would be called
the “"Lesser Stupa™ (Cula Cetuva) in Pali, stgnitying that the Shwer Dagon
was tormerly considered the “Great Stupa™ (Maha Ceuvar. The Shwe
Sule is about the size of the Sri Ratana Chedi in the Roval Chapel in Banghok,
but stands on a low base and theretore does not look very tall. [tis octagonal
and tar more beautitul than other Burmese monuments. Everyone who sees
1t has praise tor it Formerly the monument and its ambulatory stood alone
in the centre of an open tract of land and looked myjestic. When the iy

plans were drawn up. the British decided to use the Shwer Sule as the centre
point, widening the road that surrounds 1t and building large roads radiating

out 1n all four directions trom it. Because of its prominent position, the

Shwei Sule can be seen from every direction.
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The Andaw Thein Pagoda, Mrohaung Township, Rakhine State

When the Burmese laity saw how outstanding the Shwei Sule had
become, therr veneraton for it led them to carry out restorations 1n whatever
way they liked. They erected a spired building 1n the style the Burmese like
(thatis. a large pavilion with a roof in the shape of a spire). They also erected
small structures to accommodate the bhikkus and laymen on the encircling

ambulatony basc.

Visttors can appreciate the architectural beauty of the Sule Pagoda. As it stands 1n
the heart of the city 1t becomes a wellknown conspicuous landmark for the public. Its

unique architecture gives a striking mental image to the tounsts.
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In the early days of the British colonial penod when Mr.Fraser of the Bengal
Engineers, the British Indian Army, was asked to draft a plan for rebuilding Yangon, he kept
the Sule Pagoda as the central landmark. At that time the area around the Sule Pagoda was
spacious and level. So the location of the Sule Pagoda was very befitting as the centre of a
city. The Sule Pagoda 1s one and the only prominent centre point. Only 1n a few years.,
other buildings appeared in the arca. Since the buildings in the neighbourhood are important

administrative offices. the area becomes a sort of the city's outdoor architectural museum.

Architecturally speaking there should be enough open space around an imposing
monument like the Sule Pagoda, so that its aesthetics can be better appreciated. Towards

the close of the 19th century the layout of the Yangon City's town planning connected the

The Bo Kadaw Pagoda Ground plan of the Bo Kadaw Pagoda
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lotty Sule Pagoda with the spacious main road and the great central park to the south cast

COMNCI.

The layout of the town plan positioned the Sule Pagoda on Dalhousie Road-which
1s one of the five main roads running east to west. By giving the Sule Pagoda the strategic
place at the very Junction of the cast-west Dalhousie Road and the north-south Sule Pagoda

Road, the Sule Pagoda gained more architectural prominence and beauty.

Though commonly called *“the Sule Pagoda round-about™ the site of the Sule Pagoda
s actually diamond-shaped, not a circus. The Sule Pagoda does not he exactly on the
junction of the two roads. It stands more to the north side. The Sule Pagoda hillock to-day
In about 10 feet above the ground. Before the all-round renovation work was begun, the
platform was not even. The southern portion of the platform was only 9 feet high. During

the time of all-round renovation, the enuire platform was levelled and paved with sagyin

(sround plan of the Hsu Taung Pvi Cen T'he octagonal shaped Hsu Taung Pyi
Ceni built on a Kala Kyaung brick house
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marble slabs. Because of the white
sagyin marble pavement, the gilt Sule
Pagoda and the rehigious edifices around
it look more magnificent and beautiful.
The total area of the platform 1s nearly

2.181 acres.

The octagonal plinth measures 17 feet
8 inches high from the platform. On the
plinth are minor stupas surrounding the
Sule Pagoda. But the photograph of
| 880 shows no such surrounding stupas.
The first terrace 1s laid out on the plinth
and the second and the third terraces are
superimposed on the first. Three
terraces represent Three Gems-the

Buddha, the Dhamma (His Teachings)

and the Sangha (Order of monks). Each

An angular Ceti in the precinct of the King's
chapel in Bangkok, Thailand

terrace 1s nearly 6 feet high. On the third
terrace, are three concentric circles,
I- representing again Three Gems. On the third concentnic ring rests the bell-shaped dome,
which is 39 feet and 9 inches high above the plattorm. Ateach angle of the octagonal form
there is a decorative motif of two hands clapsed in prayer. At the place where the bell-
shaped dome and the downturned alms bowl motif meet 1s a belt encircling the pagoda.

There are octagonal designs on the belt.

Above the belt is the downturned alms bowl mouif. In the architectural terms of a
pagoda, the downturned alms bowl motf, the belt and the bell-shaped dome combined arce
called “gabha™ (womb). As these are the sections of the pagoda in which sacred relies are

enshrined they arc also called *““dhatu gabha™. Because 1t looks hke a downturned alms

75



The Hinor‘ of Sule Pﬂa

bowl it 1s called Thabeik hmauk. The
angles of the downtumed alms bowl
motf are adorned with decorative
motifs of banyan leaf, heightemng the

acsthetic beauty of the Sule Pagoda.

The dow ntumed alms bow]l mouf
1s adomed wiath the stucco floral designs
w hich unlike the simular floral designs
on other pagodas are umque. They look
like intncate wood carvings executed on
the octagonal surface. Proportionately
incorporated 1nto these floral designs
are the symbols of the Dhamma cakka.
so artistic and beautiful that the design
1s used as the office seal of the Sule

Pagoda Trustees.

Above the downtumed alms bowl

motif are the nine concentric rings

Danoke Ceti with octagonal design at
I'wante Township representing nine prlnciplcs of

Lokuttara (9 Supramundanc Things).
The concentnic rings are of various sizes. the bigger nngs and the smaller nngs alternate to
provide the illusion of three open umbrellas arranged 1n an ascending order. Dr. Lwin
Aung. Professor of Architecture of the Yangon Institute of Technology remarked that "the
design and arrangement ot the concentnic nngs on the Sule Pagoda are different from

those of other pagodas and that makes the Sule Pagoda unique 1n architectural style”.

Above the concentnie nings. are the decorative moufs representing different parts
of the Buddhist sacred lotus flower. There 1s an iron fencing below the decorative banana

bud installed after the Second World War for the protection of the heavily bejewelled gold
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umbrella, and the precious stone studded gold vane supenmposed on the top of the Pagoda.
There 1s a nng installed on the decorative banana bud to ease the lengthy shape of the

banana bud, and the 1ron fencing further gives rehief to the visual monotony.

The space between the first tier of the umbrella and the decorative banana bud are
three nngs on which hang little bells called Selei. As the nngs and the umbrella are circular

in shape, they make a sharp contrast with the octagonal design of the Pagoda.

The weight of the umbrella 1s carmmed on the 24 buttresses fixed on the decorative
banana bud. The top of the decorative banana bud 1s capped with an iron cap from which 8
iron rods shoot out to support the weight of the second tier of the umbrella, Similarly the

first and third ters of the umbrella are supported. each by 8 iron rods.

A close-up view of the motifs of down-turned and upturned
lotus petals adorning the Sule Ceti
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When the Vener-
able Loka Hman Kin
Sayadaw renovated the
Sule Pagoda, 177 little
bells were hung on the
umbrella. More bells were
added to the umbiella 1n
the later penods. In M.E.
1251 (A.D. 1889), the old
umbrella was replaced by
a new umbrella, 115 little
bells hung on the old
umbrella were melted
down for casting a single
bell which 1s now being
hung on the south side

near the shrine of

Wednesday Planet. The The Sule Ceti before the iron net was installed to protect _'

new umbrella which was the banana bud
hoisted on the Sule Pagoda in M.E. 1309 (A.D. 1947) has 254 gold bells (both old & new

ones) and silver bells of total 90 viss in weight (1 viss = 3.6 Ib). The inventory does not

mention the number of silver bells. In M.E. 1337 (1975) again another new umbrella was
put on the Sule Pagoda. There were 360 bells of gold, silver and brass, being hung on it. An
inventory was compiled of the inscriptions on the bells and 1t was found that the oldest bell

dated 15 waxing moon of Tawthalin M.E 1194 (September 1832).

In ME 1349 (1988 March) when the umbrella was renovated, gold bells were found
on the bends of the umbrella and 250 silver bells and gilt brass bells were found hanging on

the umbrella.
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In MLE. 1357 (1995) the Sule Pagoda and the bells on the umbrella were regilt. The
then Inventory shows that there were 228 gold bells, 260 silver bells and 548 brass bells

being hung on the umbrella.

The latest umbrella installed has seven ters. Around the axel of the first ter are
four brass Buddha statues facing four cardinal quanters. To withstand the chmatic effect,
the umbrella was cast in bronze weighing 385 viss and 37 ucals (1viss = 3.6 1b, 100 tcals =
| viss). The whole umbrella is gilt. The lower tier has the circumference of 27 feet and 8
inches and the top most tier 1s 4 feet 6 inches and 132 feet 1 inch high from the platform.

[t 1s the umbrella which was hoisted 1n 1975, The earlier umbrella 1s posted at the north-

cast comer of the plinth.

The main axel of the umbrella is 1n the shape of a stemmed circular tray (catafalque)
made of wrought metal. The circumference of the axel head 1s 43 inches and the whole

axel 1s 40 inches high.

A close-up view of the Sule Ceti buils
on an octagonal shape, and adorned
with the monfs of up-turned and
down-turned lotus petals and rings of
spherical bosses

80



The Architecture of the Sule Pagoda

The four Buddha statues around the axel of the hti on the top of Sule Ceti

The lower two tiers of the umbrella support the weight of the upper five tiers. The
total weight of the decorative diamond bud, the bends and the vane 1s borne by the axel and
through the axel the weight goes down to the ground. The remaming weight is borne equally
by the bronze disc and the plaster and brick work above the decorative banana bud. Four
bronze wires of 15 mm thickness, cach about 15 feet Sinches long on average, are attached
to the north-east, south-cast, north-west, and south-west 1ron supports of the umbrella o

keep the whole structure of the umbrella stable and intact.

The decorative sattinwahpu s 62 inches in circumicerence and 38 inches in height.
[t has six buttresses. Its axel 1s 2 inches in circumierence. Four dises on it keep it stable,
Each buttress has four floral lcal moufs. Below the decorative sarthvwahpa s aoring wath

six decorative floral designs.

8



- s ks ey IR IR yee——w =







The History of Sule Parda

The Diamond Biud ——e—————

U Zun Lay

The Vane

U Zun Gyvi

The Satthwahpu

A closer view of the hti on the Sule Ceti

Above the decorative sarthwahpuois a big gold 1 zun gvi with five tiers, 12 inches
high. The vane 1s between the big gold w zun gvi and the small gold u zun lav. The length of
the vane leaf s 2 feet and 2 inches and the vane 1s 1 foot and 2 inches high. To prevent the
vane from declining, a plumb-bob 1s installed to balance 1t. The plumb-bob is made of
metal in the figure of Sakka deity with two hittle bells attached. The vane of the Sule Pagoda
1s Installed between the big gold « zun gvi and the small gold w zun lav. The small gold u

zun lav has four coils and 1t 1s 9 inches high. The big gold w« zun gvi has five coils and it 1s

I 2 inches high.

The decorative diamond bud is the finial of the Sule Pagoda. From the platform to
the fimal the Sule Pagodais 152 feet high but from the ground level 1t1s 162 feet high. The
decorative diamond bud 1s encased 1n a glass casket which has a metallic circular plate as

its base measunng 21 inches 1in circumference. and the glass casket is 14 inches high.
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The Architecture Of The Sule Pagoda

Little bells being hung on the U Zun Gy UZun Lay

—

A gold fish figurine being hung on the vane
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The History of Sule Pagoda

A close-up view of the A close-up view of A close-up view of
central axel of the hu Satthwahpu diamond bud
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The vane and the figure of Sakka deity of solid gold used
as a counter-poising weight ( plumb-bob ) against the vane

Dr. Lwin Aung, Professor of Architecture, Yangon Institute of Technology remarks
that the construction of an octagonal pagoda 1s technically more difficult than that of a

common circular type.

For the Myanmar people who are quite used to seeing the circular pagodas, the
presence of an octagonal religious edifice in the heart of the City of Yangon gives them a

visual novelty.
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Chapter Seven

THE ALL-ROUND DEVELOPMENT
OF THE SULE PAGODA

Ithough the all-round development of the Sule Pagoda began

operation only in 1989, its 1dca was conceived 1n 1981, Since

independence was attained in the post World War I1 period. the precinct of the
Sule Pagoda had undergone changes. At the foot of the Pagoda hillock as well as on the
platform many new buildings emerged occupying many spaces. Shops and offices
surrounded the Pagoda hillock. On the plattorm religious buildings such as Zavats (rest
houses) and Dhamma Salas or preaching halls, etc, were erected. Their designs and sizes
varied according to the fancies and wealth of the donors, without paying heed to landscaping
and aesthetic sense. The shops and offices below and the new buildings on the platform did
not blend well with the Sule Pagoda and its precinct, making the area look congested. The
circuit around the Pagoda was very narrow on the cast, west and south sides and the walk
between the west razaung causeway and Pinlong Zavar was only 3 teet wide. Besides. the
ventillation of the buildings w<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>