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This 1s a comprehensive, intelligible and
Interesting portrait of Ancient Indian
History and Civilization from a national
historical point of view. The work 1s
divided into three broad divisions of the
natural course of cultural development 1n
Ancient India: (1) From the prehistoric
age toc 600 B.c., (2) From 600 B.c. to 300
A.D., (3) From 300 A.n. to 1200 A.D.

The work describes the political,
economic, religious and cultural condi-
tions of the country, the expansionist
activities, the colonisation schemes of
her rulers in the Far East. Political
theories and administrative organizations
are also discussed but more stress has
been laid on the religious, literary and
cultural aspects of Ancient India.

The book 1s of a more advanced type.
[t would meet the needs not only of
general readers but also of earnest
students who require a thorough grasp of
the essential facts and features before
taking up specialized study 1n any branch
of the subject. It would also fulfil require-
ments of the candidates for competitive
examinations in which Ancient Indian
History and culture 1s a prescribed
subject.
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PREFACE TO THE SECOND EDITION

The first edition of this book has been out of print for a
good many years. The second edition has been long delayed
because I wanted to revise it thoroughly and bring 1t up-to-date,
and this I could not do so long on account of my vartous pre-
occupation and absence from India. In this new edition more
details have been added to the history and culture of South
India, and some rccent publications have been added to the

Bibliography.

4 Bepin Pal Road
Calcutta 26. R. C. Majumdar

30 June, 1960.

PREFACE TO THE FIRST EDITION

This book is a revised and enlarged cdition of my “‘Qutline of
Anctent Indian History and Civilisation’> which was published in
1927 and has been out of print since 1938. Constant demands for
the book, ever since, showed that the object with which 1t was
written, as explained in the preface, was more than fulfilled.
Owing to a variety of circumstances I could not bring out
a second edition of the book during the ncxt ten years. When
at last I had some lcisure to take up the work, I found that the
book, in its present form, has, to some extent, outhived 1ts uti-
lity, as there arc already several other works of the same nature
in the ficld. At the same time I felt the neccssity of a book
on ancient Indian history and culture of a morc advanced
type, which would not only serve the necds of general readers
but may also be used as a preliminary handbook by more ear-
nest students who require a thorough grasp of the essential
facts and features before taking up specialised study in any
branch of the subject. Incidentally I also kept in view the re-
quirements of the growing number of candidates for competitive
examinations in which ancient Indian history and culture 1s
a prescribed subject.  Varnious porsonal references to me showed
that the competitors keeny feel the absence of a single treatise
on the subject such as is available for other periods of Indian
history and the history ol other countries. The few buoks
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that exist, like V. A. Smith’s Early Histary of India, are either
incomplete (dealing only with the political history) or out of
date, and even for a rudimentary knowledge of the subject such
students have to go through a large number of books, which
they often find it difficult to select and also to procure.

The additions and alterations which were found necessary
to meet all these requirements proved to be so considerable that
the new book could not, with due propriety, be regarded merely
as a revised second edition of the old work. I have there-
fore adopted a ncw title for this book, though considerable por-
tions of the old one have been incorporated in it, and the general
plan has not bcen matenally altered.

Among the morc important additions may be mentioned
the chapters on the prehistoric age, including the Indus Valley
Civilization, more dctailed account of the ancient republican
clans and the various mediaeval local dvnasties, specially those
of the south, and the development of art and colonisation.
Important changes, though much less extensive, have been
made in chapters dealing with political theory and administra-
tive system, as well as social and economic condition, and an
entirely new section on coins has been added. Considerable
other modifications and re-arrangements, involving re-grouping
of chapters, have been made, and more copious footnotes and
fuller bibliography have been added for the guidance of advanced
students. On the whole the revision has been a laborious
undertaking, and 1 have spared no pains to make this work
useful not only to general readers but also to advanced students
and candidates for competitive examinations.

It 1s hardly necessary to add that in dealing with ancient
India I have used the geographical name to denote the whole
country and ignored the present political division. But 1 have
adopted some of the new spellings of geographical names intro-
duced in Indepcndent India, such as Ganga and Sindhu, for
Ganges and Indus, except where they are used in adjective phrases
like ‘Indus valley’ ; though, due to inadvertence, the old forms
and spellings may occur here and there along with the new
ones. In writing modern geographical and personal names, no
diacritical mark has been used except to indicate long a.

Hindu University

Banaras. R. C, Majumdar
January, 1952,



INTRODUCTION

I. Physical Characteristics

India is bounded on the north by the Himalayas and on
the south, east, and west by the open sea. On the north-east
and on the north-west, ranges of hills connect the main chain
of the Himalayas with the sea.

India 1s thus naturally protacted on all sides. It must not
be supposed, however, that she was cut off from the rest of

Natural thz world by these formidable barriers. The
boundaries Himalaya i1s the most inaccessible frontier that
of India nature has designed for any country, but cven
here, there are roads from Tibet to Nepal that have carried for
ages not merely peaceful missionaries of culture and religion,
but on rare occasions even formidable hosts of soldiers as well.

Besides, there arc mountain passes i1n  the north-west which
have served for agzs as thes high road of communication bet-

ween India and the outer world.

There arc s=veral passes across the Hindu Kush, and the
most frequented route on this side of the hill range is the onc
that runs along the valley of th: Kabul river and then descends
to Peshawar, through the Khyber Pass, a winding and narrow
defile over 20 miles long. Another well-known route runs
from Herat to Kandahar, and then descends to the Sindhu
(Indus) valley through the Bolan Pass. Another road from
the wast passzs along the inhospitable Makran coast. Apart
from invasions and immigrations unrecorded 1n history, in-
numerable bands of colonists, mesrchants, and conquering
hosts entercd and left India through these passes in historical
times ever since the Aryans crossed the Hindu Kush about
four thousand ycais agc.

I'he north-castern chains contain a remarkable gap through
which the Brahmaputra enters India, and it must havwe been
frequented by pcople in all agss, though recorded instances
are few and far bstween. The hills further fouth are covered
with dense forests and it is difficult to cross them, but
merchants, missionarics, and sometimes even armed hosts are

known to have pass:=d through them.



2 PHYSICAL CHARACTERISTICS

The sea, too, has never operated as a barrier to the enter-
prising Aryans, From early times they boldly plied the ocean
and came into contact with islands and countries, both far and
near. But as the navy in ancient days could hardly ever be
a formidable instrument for aggressive purpose, India was
practically secure against invasion from the sea. The natural
frontiers of India thus gave securitv, but nct immunity from
invasions, and while thev ensured defirite individuality to he:
people by separating them from the rest of Asia by well-marked
boundary lines, they never isolated them from the rest of the
world.

Within these frontiers India comprises an arca of about
filtecen hundred thousand square miles, and is thus equal in
extent to the whole of Europe with the exclusion
of Russia. Its coast line extends for more than
three thousand :niles, and its mountain barrier ‘is half that
length. Its population numbers nearly four hundred millions.

The physical fcatures of the country arc varied in charac-
ter—there being inaccessible mountain heights, the highest

on the face of the earth, low alluvial piains, high

Srea

India, a tabie-lands, wild forests, secluded valleys, as well
subcont'nent, _ ,
not as arid deserts. It has the hottest plains as wel]

accuntry  as the coolest hill resorts. The variety in physi-

cal characteristics 1s only equalled by the variety of races,
religions and languages, and it may be said, without much
exaggeration, that India alone contains greater varicties of each
of these than the whole ot Europe. India cannot thus be looked
upon as a country in the same sense in which we apply the term
to modern European countries like France or Germanv. It
would be more rational to look upon it as a continent and 1its
different provinces asso many countries. Theterm sub-conti-
nent, recently applicd to India, 1s a happy designation, and
it will be well to bear in mind the full significance of such a
name while reading its history. To give an example, it will
be unreasonable to look for that unity in Indian history which
the annals of a country like France or Italy afford. Such
unity may be expected only in kingdoms like Magadha, Gauda,
Koéala, Stirasena ( Mathura), Avanti, and Karnata, each of
which is equal in area and population to many of the European
States. The occasional unification of India or a large part of
it, under the Mauryas or their successors, should not be likened
to Processes in the formation of modern Luropean States
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or of the kingdoms of Egypt, Assyria, Babylonia, and Italy.
It should rather be compared to the large but ephemeral
empires, established by those ancient States or brought into
existence by the imperial ambitions of Charlemagne, Charles
V', Louis XIV, and Napoleon.

Modern historians are never tired of emphasising the
contrast between the peaceful empire established by the British
Raj and unsuccessful efforts of the ancient Indians in that
direction. Thev conveniently ignore the fact that in speak-

o ing of ancient India they arc speaking of a period
['rue 1mport : i
of th- above Whentime and space had not been practically
eliminated by the modern discoveries of science.
How physical characteristics influence history in this respect
mayv be illustrated by one example. The news of any riot m
Southern India would reach the Government at Delhi in less
than thrce minutes and an adequate military force could be
despatched in an equal number of days. But 1if rebellion had
occurred in that region in the days of Asoka, the news would
not have reached Pataliputra in less than three months and
at least double that period would have been necessary to send
a requisite force.

A clcar recognition of these factors 1S of primary importance
for a proper undcerstanding of Indian history. Failure to do
this has often vitiated the judgment of historians. They have,
for example, inferred that the Indians were unenterprising
and lacked military skill, because there are no records of their
expeditions outside their frontiers.  But the fact is ignored that
the sub-continent of India, together with Further India, Indo-
China and Pacific Islands offered too large a field for their mili-
tary enterprise to tempt them outside 1t boundaries. The
largest empires ruled over by the Egyptians, the Assyrians,and
the Babylonians were less in extent than India, whose political
boundaries in  ancient times extended up to the Hindu
Kush and the H-lmand, together 'vith its colonial empire 1In
the east. The Persian and K.aan cmpires, as well as the
arca over which Alexander gained his inetcoric success, arc
equal to oronly a little larger than this Greater India, while
the empire of Louis XIV or of Napoleon 13 insignificant,
compared to 1ts whole extent.

As regards the physical characteristics of the interior,
the most noteworthy feature is the Central Highlands,
a furmidable barrier which  separates North India
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Physical from the Deccan. It is constituted by two
ftclf:f;fzrgr parallel ranges of hills; the Vindhya (including
Bhanrer and Kaimur ranges) in the north, and
Hgﬁ;ﬁs the Satpura with the Mahadeo and the Maikal
hills in the south, separated by a narrow valley through which
flows the Narmada. This river as well as the hills and dense
forests in this region and Chotanagpur made communication
extremely difficult, and hence a sharp distinction has always
remained between the people oi the north and the people of
the south, The history of the two portions has also, generally
speaking, followed independent courses, though at times they
have been brcught into contact with each other.

The portion north of the Vindhya range contains fertile
plains both 1n the east as well as in the west, with the desert of
Rajputana intervening between the two. The
plain on the west of the desert 1s watered by the
Sindhu (Indus) and that on the east by the Ganga (Ganges)
system. These two rivers and their tributaries served as easy
means of communication and hence their banks were studded
from very ancient times with flourishing seats of civilisation.
The short space between the desert of Rajputana and th=
chains of Himalaya 1s the only connecting link between these
two plains and serves as an admirable defending ground against
any army from the west which seeks to penectrate into the
interior of Hindusthan. It was no mere accident that several
battles which decided the fatc of India were fought on the
famous fields of Panipat and Talawari in this region.

The part of India lying south of the Central Highlands
1S a triangular peninsula which gradually narrows down almost
to a point at Cape Comorin, the southern extremity of India.
The two narrow coastal regions from the north-west and
north-east, meeting at this point, are known respectively as the
Malabar and the Coromandel Coasts. Although there are
few good harbours, suitable for modern shipping, on either
coast, there are safe anchorages for ships, particularly along the
western coast, which served well the purposes of maritime trade
to and from India.

The coastal region on the west is a long narrow strip of wet
lowlands flanked by a mass of steep and rugged hills, known as
the Western Ghats, which rise abruptly to a height of two
thousand feet in the north and gradually increasing in height,
culminate at the Nilgiris with a peak more than 8,700 ft.

Northern India
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high. Here they are joined by the Eastern Ghats, a lower
range of hills similarly running along the eastern coast. Leav-
ing a gap immediately to the south, the Western Ghats
continue as far as Cape Comorin, reaching even a greater height
of more than 8,800 ft. in Anaimudi peak. This gap stretches
about twenty miles from the north to south at a level of about

a thousand feet above the sea-level, and affords an easy access
from one coast to the other.

Betwzen the Western and the Eastern Ghats lies the broad
Deccan Plateau sloping gradually from the west to the east.
Its western brink, formed by the Western Ghats, looks lhke a
gigantic wall of enormous height facing the Arabian Sea and
running parallel to it at a distance which varies between fifty
to hundred miles, though occasionally the margin is narrowed
down to five miles or even less. The Eastern Ghats, however,
fall down towards the Indian Ocean in gentler slope and the
plain between the two is much wider than that on the west.
The Krishna and its tributary the Tungabhadra divide the
tableland into two parts, the Déeccan and the South India
proper, which have often played separate but important roles
in history. The two other important river systems in this
region are those of the Godavari in the north and the Kaveri in
the south.

The fertile plains of India, with easy means of irrigation,
made it onc of the richest agricultural countries in the iworld.

- Metallic ores, deposited in the soil, and huge

Tl‘f I ::;hh timber forests stimulated industry and manufacture.
Large navigable rivers and extensive sea-coasts,

<'udded with good anchorages, developed inland and foreign
trade and carried Indian products all over the civilized world.
To crown all, gold, jewels, pearls, and various precious stoncs
arc found in abundance in the soil. All these factors made
India the richest country in the world. The wealth of India
bscame proverbial and tempted greedy invaders from beyond
the mountain passes. The fertility of the soil
and the wealth of the country were thus also
indirect causes of her downfall and degradation. It has often
been alleged that they were also direct causes, inasmuch as
they cnervated the people and made them an casy prey to
foreign invaders. This is, however, not so self-evident as has
generally been asumed. Indian soldiers were often distin-
guished for bravery and hardihood and their defeat is generally

and its eflect.
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12 be traced to other causes of a different character.

The wild and sublime beauty of nature, in which India
18 peculiarly rich, gave a philosophic and poetic turn to the
Influence of imMdian mind, and remarkable progress was made
physical fea- in religion, philosophy, art and literature. But
;?Jﬁ?;;‘:&?l th(:f while easy means of livelihood favoured the
the country.  growth of these elements, the absence of a keen
struggle with nature was detrimental to the development of
that spirit of inquiry into the mysteries of nature which lead
to the growth of positive science. In short, almost all the
main peculiarities of intellectual development 1n India may

be explained with reference to i1ts nhvsical environments.



II. Sources of Indian History

One of the gravest defects of Indian culture, which defy
rational explanation, is the aversion of Indians to writing
Absence of Hustory. They applied themselves to all con-

history ceivable branches of literature and excelled in
many of them, but they never seriously took to the writing of
history. It 1s difficult to accept the view, too often maintained,
that the Indians totally lacked the historical sense. This is
discredited by the few historicai texts, local chronicles like
those of Nepal, Gujarat, Kashmir, and other places, and a large
number of inscriptions that have come down to us. Still the
fact remains that the Indians displayed a strange indifference
towards properly recording the public events of their country.

Rudiments of history are indeed preserved in the Puranas
and the Epics. We find lists of kings and sometimes, though

Sonrces of VETY rarely, their achievements, but it is impossi-
history : ble to arrange them in chronological order without
. Literature e trancous help. References to historical events
wnd traditions are also scattered in other books, and valuable
information is thus obtained f{rom the different branches of
hterature, both secular and religious, even from such books
as the grammatical works of Panimi and Patanjali. Biogra-
phical works of great historical persons are, of course, of great
value, and we are fortunate in possessing a number of them,such
as Harsha-charita by Banabhatta, I'tkramdrnkadeva-charita by Bilhana,
\avasghasarika-charita of Padmagupta, Rdama-charita of Sandh-
vikara Nandi, Bhojaprabandka by Ballila, Gaudavaho by
\'akpatirdja, Aumdrapdla-charita, both by Jayasimha and Hcema-
chandra, Hammira-kdvya of Navachandra, Prithviraja-charita by
Chand-Bardai, and Prithvirdja-vijaya by an  anonymous writer.
There is only one historical work, properly so called, written
by Kailhana in the 12th century A. D. This 18 KRdjatararigini
which deals with the history of Kiashmir from the carliest
times up to the date of the composition of that work. It as-
«uines, however, a regular historical forin only from the seventh
century A. D., the earlier chapters bzing a medley of confused
traditions and fanciful imaginations.

L.ike Sanskrit the Tamil literature is also of great value as a
«urce for the history of South India. The literature of the
Sangam Age throws murh light on the kings and States of the
carlv centuries of the Christian era. Some court poets chosce
their royal patrons as the heroes of their poems, 4 good illustra-
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tion of which is furnished by the Nandik-Kalambakam, with the
Pallava king Nandivarman III as its hero. There are also a
few works of quasi-historical nature such as the Aalirigattup-
parani which has as its theme the invasion of Kalinga
by Kulottunga I. Ottakkattan wrote three works on the
three successive kings, Vikrama Chola, Kulottunga II, and
Rajaraja II.

But although the literary works, both in Sanskrit and Tamil,
are of great help in forming an estimate of ancient culture and
civilization of India, they do not go far enough 1n the recon-
struction of the history of the country. Our knowledge in this
respect was therefore very imperfect till the 19th century, when
the genius and patient industry of a number of scholars, mostly
European, considerably improved it with the help of evidences
of quite a different character. Our present knowledge of Indian
history is mainly based on these evidences, and it i1s therefore
necessary to form a correct idea about them.

The firstin point of importance 1s the archaeological
evidence. It consists of coins, 1nscriptions, and other monu-
ments of antiquity. The inscriptions, baing con-
temporary records of a reliable character, have
helped us most. Thzy have furnished us with thz names of
kings, sometimes together with their dates and other necessary
particulars, and have recorded many important events of
history. The coins have preserved the names of additional
kings and given us particulars about the locality over which
they ruled. The monuments are undying witnesses of the
artistic skill of ancient Indians and testify to their wealth and
grandeur at different epochs of history. They also give us
greater insight into the culture of the people than would be
possible from a mere study of literary records. The excavated
ruins of Taxila hold out before us a picture of the city-life in
ancient India such as no books could give. Sometimes the
archaeological excavations reveal unknown epochs of civiliza-
tion such as that which flourished in the Sindhu (Indus) Valley,
to which reference will be made later.

For a great deal of our knowledge of ancient Indian
history we are indebted to the foreigners. India figures in

3. Forcigners foreign. insgriptions, e.g., 1n those of Darius, and
accounts,  In foreign literature, such as the history of Hero-
dotus. But the most valuable contributions were

made by foreigners who came to this country. The Greeks,

2. Archaeology
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who accompanied Alexander in his Indian
campaign or who were subsequently sent as
ambassadors to the courts of India, wrote detailed accounts of
the country, and although these works are mostly lost, their
substance has bheen preserved in the accounts of later Greek
writers. Special reference may be made to the Indica of
Megasthenes, who lived in the court of Chandragupta Maurya.

Two other. important works are the Geography of India
written by Ptolemy (about 130 A. D.), and the Periplus of
the Erythracan Sea, a valuable account of trade and maritime
activities in India from the pen of an unknown Greek author
who visited India in the second half of first century A. D.

At a later period, Chinese travellers came to India 1n large
numbers to collect religious books and visit the holy places
of Buddhism. Some of them like Fa-hien (5th
C. A.D.), Hiuen Tsang (7th C. A. D.) and I-tsing
(7th C. A.D.) have recorded very valuable accounts of contem-
porarv India. The Muhammadan traveller, Alberuni, who
accompanied Sultan Mahmid, made a careful study of the lhte-
The Muham. Fature, religion, and social institutions of India.

madan. His memoir on India is a remarkable product of
the age and throws a flood of light on the decadent period of
Indian history. The Venetian traveller, Marco Polo, passed
through somc parts of South India on his way from China to
Persia between A.D. 1292 and 1294, and has left a very
interesting account of the social manners and customs of
South [ndia.

By utilising all these evidences it has been possible to
throw some light on the culture and civilization that flourished
in India since the third millennium before Christ, and to
construct an outline of political history from about the seventh
century B. C. to A.D. 1200. No doubt, details remain to
be filled in to a large extent, but the success, so far achieved,
encourages hope for the future. The chronology of all the
royal dynasties, with the sole exception of the Kushanas, has
been fixed with tolerable certainty; the epochs of Indian
cras have been determined; and thus a great deal of spade work
has already been accomplished. The following pages are intend-
ed togive a brief résumé of the results so far attained, and
they will also indicate the directionsin which our knowledge
18 deficient in the extreme.

The Greeks.

The Chinese.
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CHAPTER I

The Prehistoric Age—Early Man 2nd His Implements

History is a record of the achievements of man. But, =s
in other countries, we possess very scanty data about the early
human settlers in India. It 1s now generally held that the
carliest traces of human beings in India are found in the
Panjib, in the region between the Sindhu and Jheluin rivers,
and belong to the end of the First Inter-Glacial Period and the
beginning of the Second Ice Age, 1. e., about 500,000 years ago.
Thisis proved by the discovery of large flakes
embedded in houlder-gravels of this period in the
Siwalik foot-hills and the plains in N. W. Panjab, Punch, and
Jammu. The continued existence of man in the Second and
Third Inter-Glacial as well as in the Fourth Ice Age is similar-
ly proved by the tools and implements—nebble tools, flake,
and coral tools—used by him. Their findspots i1ndicate new
settlements in Rajputana, Gujarat, Upper Narmada valley,
Bengal, Bihar, and Orissa in North India, as well as nearly the
whole of Deccan and South India,-—in short practically 1n
cvery part of India except the great Indo-Gangctic plain. It
is held by some that “Early Man” in India originated in
South India, and migrated towards the Panjab at the close of
the First Ice Age.

The rough stone implements, mainly of quartzite, used
Ly men during this long period, show different varicties and
resemble the paleolithic tools in Europe. This
age in India may therefore be called Paleolithic,
4 t~rm derived from two Greek words medning old stone
palaios =old ; lithos=-stonc). The men of this age belonged
to a very primitive stage of civilization. They did not know
the use of metals, and had no tdea of cultivation. They pro-
bably did not even know how to make a fire, and lived
on fruits of trees and the animals and fishes which they killed
by mcans of their stone implements.  They lived in natural
caverns and never constructed houses or tombs of any  kind.

The culture which succceded the Paleolithic 15 named
Mesolithic. Instcad of quartzite the men used chalcedony
and other silicate varieties such as asper, chert, and

Farly Man.

Palcolithic Age
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Mesolithic  bloodstone. = The stone 1implements are, how-
Age. ever, extremely small, only about an inch i1n

length, and the technique of making them 1s also different.
These are known as microliths (Gk. micros=small) and found
all over India. The men who used them were, like their pre-
decessors, primarily huaters and lived on the games of forests.
But they also ate wild fruits and used other vegetable products
of the forest. Probably, at a later stage, they knew the art

of making pottery. '

The Mesolithic Age, as the name implies, was really a
transitional (Gk. mesos==middle) period leading to the next
o distinctive phase of culture known as Neolithic
NX;;_}"C (Gk. neo=new). There was a greater variety

of tools than 1n the preceding ages, and these
included celts, adzes, axe-hammers, chisels, mace-heads, pestles,
arrow-heads, tlakes, saws, burins etc. @ The material for the
stone tools of this age was primarily fine-grained dark-green
trap, though diorite, basalt, slate, chlorite, schist, gneiss,
sandstone, and quartzite were also occasionally used.  Unlike
those of the preceding age, these tools, generally speaking, bear
unmistakable signs of polish, either all over the body or at the
ends. Many of these stone implements were ground, grooved,
and polished, till they bacame highly [inished objects of various
forms, adapted to diverse purposes.  The people who made
them belonged to a tar advanced state of civilization.  They
made houses, domesticated animals, and cultivated lands. They
knew the use ot fire, made potteries, and constructed tombs,
some of which have come to light in our days. They seem to
have also bzen acquainted with the elements of the art of paint-
ing.!

Asin the rest of the world, so in India, the Neolithic Age
was succeeded by phases of culture distinguished by the use

of metals. Copper or bronze (an alloy of copper

and tin) was the earliest metal known, and several
hoards of axes, swords, daggers, harpoons, and
rings made of it have been found, mostly in the Ganga-Yamuna
dodb. This culture fiourished principally in North India, for
only a few stray finds of copper or bronze weapons, tools, and

Copper and
Bronze Age.

1. This is the general view, but some scholars doubt whether all the
rock-paintings, found at citferent neolithic sites, should be assigned to such
an old age.
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vesscls have so far been recorded in South India. Itis generaliy
assumed that the knowledge of iron is characteristic of a dis-
tinctly later phase of culture, which 1s consequently known as

the Iron Age. The transition is proved by megali-
Iron Age.  thic monuments 1. e., structures made of large

blocks of stone (Gk. megas=great), such as
cromlech, cairns, and menhirs, which are widely distributed al!
over India. Some of these contain a mixed assortment of
polished stone tools, carnehan beads, wheel-made pottery,
objects of copper, bronze, and gold, and iron slags. This shows
that the change from one cultural phase to another was verv
gradual, and people did not altogether give up the old
material or technique even when they came to know of new
ones.

With the Iron Age, we come to historical period. Until
forty yea:s ago, all that we knew of the culture of the Copper
or Bronze Age was derived from the finds of tools, weapons,
and ornaments. But the archaeological excavations at various
sites in Sindh, Panjab, ard Baluchistain have revealed exten-
sive ruins of towns belonging to that age, and hence we Enow
a great deal of this culture which will be described in connec-
tion with the Sindhu (Indus) valley civilization.



CHAPTER 111

The Prehistoric Age— Race and Culture
1. RACIAL ELEMENTS.

One is naturally anxious to know something of the diffe-
rent peoples who evolved the different cultures described in
the preceding chapter. Unfortunately, it i1s not possible as
yet to assoclate any particular race or group of people with any
of them. All that we can do 1s first of all to ascertain the diffe-
rent types or races of men, and then to correlate, as far as possi-
ble, each racial typ: with a distinctive cultural phasz describzd
above.

In order to dztermine the different races ot men that
settled 1n India, 1t is necessary to analyse the physical features
of her existing population. Such an analysis has not yet been
properly madz ; conszquently, the results cannot be regarded
as very satisfactory, and the scholars hold very different views

on the subj=ct. According to the most recent
Six Racial 7y thoritative view, viz., that of Dr. B. S. Guha,
Elements. : : :

no less than six ractal elem:nts have contributed
to build up the population of India.

1. The Nzgrito, immigrant from Alfrica, is now all but
extinct in India. A small group still S;JI’ViVCS in the Andamans,
while traces of this race are found among the Kadars and
Palayans of Cochin and Travancore, the Nagas of Assam, and
a few other tribes 1n India.

2. The Proto-Australoids, who came from the west, form
one of the basic elements of Indian population. By admixture
with other elem :nts, spccially with the Negritos who came be-
fore, and the Mbongoloidswho came after them, they gave rise
to Kol or Munda type, the Mon-Khmer typz in Assam, Burma,
and Indo-China, and various other primitive types now found
in the islands of the Indian Archipelago and those of Mela-
nesia and Polynesia. The speeches of these peoples, scattered
in wide areas extending from Kashmir to Easter Island, belong
to the same Family of Languages known as Austric.

3. The Mongoloids are divided into two sub-groups.
The Paleo-Mongolcids are represented by tribes living in
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Assam, Chittagong Hills, and the Indo-Burmese frontiers.
The Tibeto-Mongoloids, a more pronounced and advanced
Mongoloid type must have immigrated from Tibet in com-
paratively later times into Sikkim and Bhutar.

4. The Mediterranean peoples, with different sub-types,
all came from the west and spoke the Dravidian language, now
represented by Tamil, Telugu, Kannada, and Malayilam.

5. The Alpine, Dinaric, and Armenoid, forming sub-
groups of one physical type, probably came from Central
Asia. They form main elements in the population of Bengal,
Ornissa, and Gujarat, and are also found scattered in other
parts of India, including South Indian Peninsula.

6. The Nordic group who spoke the Aryan language,
of which the earliest specimen is preserved in the Vedas.

[t must be noted-that considerable admixture has taken
place among these six types of humanity in order to give ris.
to the present population of India, and none of them is now
found in a pure form. Further, all the peoples which resu!ted
from the admixture ultimately adopted one or the other of
the four distinct languages, viz., the Austric, the Tibzsto-Chines: .
the Dravidian, and the Aryan. Inother words, the types 1 ind
5 have not preserved ‘their own dialects. This very fact, to
which other arguments may be added, proves that the people
spcaking the same language do not necessarily belong to the
same race, and vice versa; though, naturally enough, linguistic
affinity is, oftener than’'not, the result of a common racial
origin.

It may be surmised that the Negritos belonged to the
Paleolithic Age. But it i1s almost certain that the Proto-Austra-
loids belonged to the Neolithic culture. A study of their lan-
guage shows that they made rich contributions to the develop-
mant of matcrial civilization in India. Among various things we
owe to them may be mentioned the cultivation of rice and son.e
important vegetables, the manufacture of sugar from the caru,
the weaving of cotton cloth, the use of betel-vine, and probabiy
also of turm-=ric and vermilion in life and ritual, and the prac-
tice of counting on the basis of twenty. It has also been
suggestcd that these pecople were the first to domesticate th:
clephant, and that the ideas of future life and transmigration,
ani miny mythnlogical and religious stories and notions of
later tim s ows a great d:=al to thein.
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2, THE DRAVIDIANS

The Mediterranean peoples are generally, in popular
usage, referred to as Dravidians, though properly speaking
Dravidian is the name of the language spoken by them and
has no ethnic significance. The Dravidian languages now
form a solid 4loc only in the Deccan and South India, but there
are good grounds to believe that they were at one time fairly
wide-spread all over North India. The Brahui speech 1n
Baluchistan is the only Dravidian dialect in the north, and
may be regarded as the sole surviving fragment of a vast fabric
that has perished.

An analysis of the oldest living specimens of the Dravidian
language shows that the Mediterranean peoples who spoke
them possessed a much higher degree of civilization than the
Proto-Australoids whom they partially suppressed. They
Dravidian introduced a city culture as opposed to the village
Culture. culture of their predecessors, and they developed

not only city life but also international trade. They
had kings who lived in strong houses and ruled over small States.
They probably knew the art ol writing, though we are not
quite certain about it. They bzlieved in God and built temples
for Him. They had laws and customs, and the system of marri-
age was prevalent among them. They knew most of the metals
and plancts, made pottery, boats, and ships, and were well
acquainted with agriculture, spinning, weaving, and dyeing.
They delighted in war and fought with bows, arrows, spears
and swords. Many of the Hindu religious ideas and prac-
tices, particularly the system of worshipping images of gods
with flowers, fruits, leaves, and water, are probably derived
from them, and some well-known Hindu divinities may be of
Dravidian origin.

There is a general belief that all the best elements in Hindu
religion and culture are derived from the Aryans, and whatever
is lowly, degrading, or superstitious in it represents the primi-
tive non-Aryan element mixed up with it. This view is cer-
tainly wrong, and we must admit that the Aryan religion, thou-

o ghts, and Dbeliefs have been profoundly modified
Its influence - — , , e
upon Aryan by those of the Proto-Australoids and Dravidians
Culture with whom they came into contact in India.
Though the extent of their influence is not yet
fully known, thereis no doubt that they underlie the whole
texture of Hindu culture and civilization, and their contribu-
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tion to it s by no means tiher mean or negligible. In somc
respects, particularly in material civilization, the Dravidian
speaking peoples perhaps excelled the Aryans, and in any casc
they must be regarded as partners of the Aryans in building
up the great structure known as Hinduism.



CHAPTER 111
The Sindhu (Indus) Valley Civilizaticon

All that has been said above regarding the culture of the
early s=ttlers in India is baszd on what may be described as
the linguistic paleontology, i.e., inference derived from a studyv
of the oldest words in their current language. This is at best
an indirect and very doubtful process, and cannot in any case
supply a comprehensive and detailed picture. But in the
absence of any visible memorials which can be definitely asso-
ciated with these peoples, it is not possible to do anything more.
Until about 40 years ago we had no suchdirect and positive evi-
dence of the history and culture of India before the advent of
the Aryans. Their literary works, known as the Vedas, gave
us for the first time a comprehensive picture of the social and
religious 1deas as well as political and economic condition of
India. It was inevitable in these circumstances that the his-
tory of India should have begun for all practical purposes froin
this event, and the Aryan culture should have been regarded

Mohenjo- as E}}c st.arting point in the delineation of Indian
daro civilization. All this has been changed by an
epoch-making discovery in 1922-23 A.D. In
that year bzgan the excavations of the ruins at Mohenjo-daro,
a big mound situated in the Larkana district in Sindh, which
in course of tim= revealed the remains of successive cities, the
carliest of which can be approximately dated about 2700 years
before Christ. Further excavations at Harappa in the Mont-
gomery District, W. -Pakistan, and various sites in Sindh and
Baluchistin have proved the existence of a great civilization in
thisregion which may be described as chalcolithic (Gk. chalcos=
copper) i.e., combining the characteristics of both Neolithic and
Copper Age. This is now gencrally called the Sindhu (Indus)
Valley Civilization, for though it spread far beyond that valley,
its most extensive remains have been found at Mohenjo-daro
and Harappa, both in the Sindhu Valley, and the largest num-
ber of sites, containing traces of it, are also in the same region.
The discovery of this civilization has almost revolutionized our
conception of Indian history. At a single stroke the antiquity
of Indian civilization has been pushed back to 3000 B.C., if
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not earlier still, and India now ranks along with Sumer, Akkad,
Babylon, Egypt, and Assyria as a pioneer of human civiliza-
tion,

It 1s impossible, within th~short scope of this work, to
give an adequate account of this ancient civilization in all 1ts
bearings, for which the reader may consult the big and monu-
m:ntal volumz=s on Mbdhenjr-daro and Harappa referred to
in the Bibliography. Here, only a brief outline of its charac-
teristic features must suffice. Unless otherwise stated, the
description applies more particularly to Mohenjo-daro.

As noted above, Mohenjo-daro contains the remains of a
surcesston of cities, each built upcn the ruins of another, des-
troyed by the inundation of tL: “indhu or other causes. No
less than seven diff:rent layers hae bzen uncovered so far, and
still more ancient ones may yet li* buried under the ground.

Even the extant ruins show 1:1arkable skill in town-plann-
ing. The streets, varying in width from g to 34 ft., were regu-
larly aligned, sometimes running straight for half a mile.
The principal streets were duly oriented to the
points of the compass and intersected at right
angles, dividing the city into square or rectangular blocks, each
of which was dividzad lengthwise and crosswise by a number
of lanes. In th= earlier cities the buildings never encroached
on these streets and lanes, almast each of which had a public
well and lamp-posts at intervals. The city had an elaborate
drainage system which opened into great culverts emptying 1n
the niver.,

The dwelling houses varied in siz: from a palatial building
to one with two small rooms, showing the quarters of the rich
and the poor. They were plain and devoid of architectural
embellishinents, the aim being to make a house comfortable
tather than artistic. Most of the houses had a well, a bath-
room and a good system of covered drainage connected with that
of the strect. All these as well as the mamn build-
ings were made of well-inade burnt bricks, which

h.ave been excellently preserved cven to this day and would be
considered highly creditable cven according to our modern
standard. Sun-dried brick was used for foundations, and the
roof was flat and made of woxl. ‘The rooms were arranged
round an open courtyard which was a special feature of the
house-planning. Some ol the houses had an upper storey with
vertical drain pipes indicating additional bath-rooms. The vert-

132H8

Town-planning

H uses
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cal alignment 1n most of the buildings i1s marvellously accurate,
showing that a plump-bob or a similar instrument was used.

Of the larger buildings, other than dwelling houses, the
most remarkable is the Great Bath mieasuring 180 ft. by 108 {t.

The bathing pool, 39 ft. long, 23 ft. wide, and 8 f{t.

Great Bath  deep, occupies the centre of a quadrangle, surround-

ed by verandahs with rooms and galleries be-
hind them. A raised platform at each end with a flight of steps
gave access to the pool; which could be filled and emptied by
means of a vaulted culvert, 6 ft. 6 inches high. Nearthe Great
Bath was a big granary originally 150 ft. by 75 ft. with massive
construction and provision of loading-facilities.

The exact nature or object of the other public buildings
cannot always be understood. A pillared hall, 8o ft. square,
with- long corridors and low benches, probably served as an
Assembly room. Some other buildings were at first taken to
be temples, but this is now regarded to be very doubtful. The
largest building at Harappa has been named Great Granary.
It measures 169 ft. by 135 ft. and is divided into two blocks,
with a passage, 23 ft. wide, between them, each block having
six halls with five intervening corridors. Harappa and a few
other sites show strong fortifications of which only slight traces
have been found at Mohenjo-daro.

T'he supply of food to the vast population of the city requir-
ed extensive cultivation, of which some idea may be had bv the
large number of saddle querns. Specimens of wheat and bar-
ley found in the ruins proyve that they were not
of the wild species and were regularly cultivated.
Rice was probably also grown, and the date-palm cultvation
1s proved by the stones found. In addition to these, the gene-
ral diet consisted of other fruits, vegetables, milk, fish, and flesh
of various animals, including beef, mutton, pork, and poultry.

No actual clothing has come to light, but to judge from the
sculptured figures, the usual dress of both men and women

onsisted of two pieces of cloth ; one resembling a dhot: cover
ing the lower part, and an upper garment worn
over the left shoulder and under the right arm,
so as to leave it free. Men wore long hair, dressed in various
vays, and women wore a fan-shaped head-dress which covered
the hair (and prevents us from knowing the method of its dress-
ing). Both men and women used various ornaments made
of gold, si]ver, copper and other well-known mcta]s, she )

Food

Dress
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faience with beads of semi-precious stones such
as carnclian, steatite, agate, chalcedony, jasper,
amazon, lapis lazuli, turquoise, amethyst ctc. These were
marked by a variety of designs and high technical skill. Men
wore fillets, necklaces, finger-rings and armlets, while the
women decorated thems:zlves, in addition, with head-dress, ear-
rings, bangles, bracelets, girdles, and anklets. Materials for
toilet and (vanity ?) casss for holding them, soms of which are
made of ivory and me=:tal, prove that the ladies at Mohenjo-
daro were not probably far bshind their sisters of the present
day in culture of beauty, and knew the use of collyrium, face-
paint, and other cosmetics. Round metal rods for applying
cosmetics, lip-sticks, bronze oval mirrors, ivory combs of
different shapes, some of which probably decorated the hair,
and even small dressing tables have come to light at Nohenjo-
daro and other sites. '

Furniture and utensils of various kinds and designs indi-
cate a high degree of civilization with centuries of development
bzhind it. Sp-:cial mz2ntion may b2 made of pottery, somne-
times beautifully painted, which supplied numerous vessels
for the kitchen ; querns, palettes and jar-stands made of
stone ; needles, awls, knives, axes, saws, sickles and fish-
hooks made of bronze or copper (the ncedles and
awls also bsing mads of ivory) ; chairs and bed-
steads made of wood, stools of wicker-work, and
mats of rceds ; lamps of copper, shell and clay ; pottery candle
stick indicating the uss of candles ; pottery toys for children
including whistles, rattles, and clay models of men, women, birds
and animals (including those with movable limbs or made to
climb up and down by means of a movable cord). Special
interest attaches to the toy clay carts, as they are the earliest
specimens of wheeled vehicles so far known. Marbles, balls
and dice were the favourite games, and among other pastimeos
may b=z mentioned hunting, bull-fighting, trapping of birds
and fishing. Bullock carts of the common type, with or without
a gabled roof, form=d the chief conveyance, though a copper
specimen found at Harappi resembles the modern Fkkd with
a canopy. Scales with regular picces of weight, as well as
slips of shell with marks of linear measurements, indicate that
regular units of weight and length were in use.

There were numerous and varicd types of weapons of
wat, such as axc, spear, dagger, bow, arrow, mace, sling, and

Ornaments

Furniture and

utensils
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sword, made generally of copper or bronze, as well

as shield and scale of armour. Among the tools
and implements special importance attaches to toothed saws
which were unknown in the ancient world.

Among industrial arts and crafts, spinning of wool and
_cotton seems to have been very popular both among the poor

Industrial Arts 300d the rich, for the whorls made of cheap as
well as costly materials have been found. That
the dyeing of the fabrics was well known
is proved by the actual find of dyers’ vats. Fine wheel-
made wares of various shapes and designs show the high
development of potter’s art.

The representation of ship on a seal indicates maritime
activity, and there is enough evidence to show that the peoples
of the Sindhu Valley carried on trade not only with other parts
of India but also with Sumer and other famous centres of
culture in Western Asia, anc probably also with Egypt and
Crete.

Human and animal figures have been found in large num-
bers. Some of the animal figures, and specially those en-
graved on the numerous seals, show a high degree of technical
skill and artistic ability. Some of the seals
have been regarded as master-pieces of
engraver’s art. That the artists in the Sindhu Valley excelled
in making human figures also. 1s proved by two small statues
discovered at Harappa. For accuracy of anatomical details
combined with delineation of feeling and movement, they
fully deserve to be ranked as a high class of art. Some
European critics have even gone so far as to say that ““for pure
simplicity and feeling nothing to compare with this masterpiece
was produced unt. the age of Hellas”.

The seals, mentioned above, may be reckoned among
the most valuable finds at Mohenjo-daro. They have been
found in all the different strata and number more
than two thousand. They are usully square or
oblong and made of ivory, faience, and steatite. Some of the
steatite seals are engraved with figures and some designs which
must have been a sort of pictorial writing. Similar inscrip-
tions are found engraved on copper-tablets with human and
animal figures. Unfortunately this pictographic script still
vemains undeciphered, though we have nearly four hundred
distinct signs. It is certain, however, that the art of writing
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Art
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was known, though in a rudimentary stage. The writing was
generally from right to left, but in a few cases in the opposite
direction. Where there was more than one line the direction
1S boustrephedon.

The figures on the seals are mostly those of animals such
as unicorn, bull, elephant, tiger, rhinoceros, the gharial and
the antelope. The commonest animal 1s the
unicorn with a single protruding horn. There were
besides mythical animals of composite nature, trees, and human
fizures, both male and female. No satisfactory explanation
has yet been offered of the nature and object of these seals or
the uses to which they were put. This problem cannot be
solved until the inscriptions on them are deciphered.

There can be hardly any doubt, however, that some of
these seals had a religious significance. Though, in the ab-
sence of written texts, we cannot say much of the religious 1deas,
beliefs, and practices of the people, the seals, images, and the
figures enable us to throw some light on the subject.

The worship of Female Energy in the shape of Mother
Goddess is proved by the discovery of a number of semi-nude

female figures, with elaborate head-dress and collar
\othe: o .
G ddess (sometimes with a necklace and cheek-cones),
but wearing only a girdle or band round the loins.
Such figurines have Dbeen found in many other centres
of ancient civilization in Western Asia, and the cult of
Mother Goddess was very popular among the primitive pcople
cverywhere in the world. The scenes depicted on some seals have
Leen taken to represent sacrifices of human beings and animals
before this Goddess.

Among the male gods the most cemarkable figure 1s that
of a deity, seated on a throne with legs crossed in the fashion
of a yogi. He wears a horned head-dress, a pecto-
ral round the neck, and a number of bangles.
He has thice faces, though there may bethe idea of a fourth,
which 13, of course, invisible. He sits, with penis erectus, sur-
rounded by a number of animals such as tiger, buflalo, and
thinoceros, with a deer under the scat. Many scholars regard
him as a representation ot Gad Siva, for the latter is described
as irnimukha (three-faced ., pasupati (lord of animals) and mahd-
ogin (the great ascetic ), ‘1 hey further urge that this god, oryy -
nally unknown to the Aryans, was later borrowed by them
fiom the people they met in India, a view also held on other
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grounds long before the discovery of Mohenjo-daro. This
view is not, however, shared by all.

The cult of Sivais proved not only by other seals, with
figures of this god, but also by the discovery of a large number

of conical and cylindrical stones which can only

Linga be regarded as phallic symbols or lOrigas, as

some of them are only too realistic representations

of the same. The worship of yoni, or the female symbol of gene-

ration, has a'so bzen inferred from a number of small stone

representations, though the cult seems to have been less popu-
lar than that of the lirga.

There are unmistakable representations of the worship
of both animals and trees (or the spirit dwelling therein), the
unicorn and the Pipal tree being regarded as the
most sacred. Some have inferred the prevalence
of the worship of fire and water also, but the evi-
animals dence in support of it isvery meagre. The re-

presentations of svastika and the wheel on some

Worship of

trees and

seals have bz2en taken to refer to the worship ofthe sun whose
symbols they are supposed to be. The figure of a deity with
a hooded cobra over the head shows the prevalence of the
Naga cult.

Among semi-religious customs, three distinct ways of the
disposal of the dead may be inferred from the finds of skeletons
and urns.. Som-ztime=s the dead body was buried, and furni-
ture and offzrings were placed in the grave. Sometimes the
dead body was first exposed in order to be devoured by birds
and beasts (as is the custom of the Parsis), and then the bones
were collected and placed in an urn with a number of small
vessels, balls, b=ads etc. A third method was to burn the body
and then to place the ashes and bones in an urn with a number
of objects.

The details given above are sufficient to convey an idea
of the general nature of the splendid civilization that flourished
at Mohenjo-daro and Harappa. But this civilization was by
no means confined to these two cities or even to the area

between them. Later explorations have traced its

Spread of  existence at various siteS in Sindh from modern
the Hyderabad to Jacobabad in the north, and two
civilization 1mportant settlements of this civilization have

ecen located at Chanhu-daro and Amri, about
100 miles respectively to the south-east and south of Mohenjo-
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daro. Traces of this culture have also been found in various
sites in Western India as far south as the Valley of the Narmada
river, in Western Sirdh, and even further west. in Northern and
Southern Baluchistan.

The discovery of pictographs, beads, and other objects,
exactly similar to those in the Sindhu Valley, proves the in-
fluence of this culture, eastward in U. P. and Bihar as far as
Patna, and northward as far as Ambala district. Future dis-
coveries may prove its extension almost all over Northern
India.

How such a great culture and civilization could vanish
without leaving any trace or even memory behind it, is a pro-
blem that cannot be solved at the present state of
our knowledge. But it may be regarded as cer-
tain that it exercised great influence over the
later developmerit of culture and civilization 1n
India in almost all its branches. There is enough ecvidence
to indicate that some of the fundamental conceptions of Hindu-
ism are derived from this culture, and it is not unlikely that
the Indian script and punch-marked coins, as well as many
arts and crafts in later India, are greatly indebted to the same
source. On the whole it is now being gradvally realized that
the present civilization of Indiais not merely a development
of the Aryan civilization, as has so long been generally held,
but that it is a composite product resulting from the fusion of
several cultures in which the contribution of the Sindhu Valley
Civilization must be regarded as an important factor.

Its influence
upon Aryan

culture



CHAPTER 1V
The Aryans

We possess hardly any definite infermation about the peo-
ple or peoples who originated and developed the great
civilization described in the last chapter. This is the reason
why it 1s named after the region where it flourished.

A scientific examination of the human skeletons and skulls
tound at Mohenjo-daro shows that the individuals represented

by them belonged to four distinct racial types, viz,

Authors of the Proto-Australoid, = Mediterranean,  Alpinoud,

Sindhu and Mongoloid. But as the number of skeletons

Valley Givili- yamined is very few, we cannot arrive at any
zation . : . .,

definite conclusion about the racial composition of

the people at large who built up the culture and civilization
described above. There are widely different views on the
subject, and we can only briefly refer to a few of them.

The most widely accepted view is that the authors of the
Sindhu Valley Civilization were Dravidians, i.e., of the Medi-

terranean type referred to above. There is no doubt that
this civilization closely resembles what we¢ may derive from

a study ol the later Dravidian languages and the
people speaking them. This view would mean
that the Sindhu Valley civilization flourished
long before the Aryans came into India. Sir
John Marshall and others independently arrived at the
same conclusion by a comparison of this civilization
with that depicted in the Rigveda. The presence of Siva-
image and linga, the absence of horse, and the worship of 1cons
prove in their opinion that the Sindhu Valley civilization was
quite distinct from, and earlier than, the Aryan civilization
represented in the Rigveda ; for the latter lays great stress on
horses, both in secular and religious life, regards the Siva-lirga
with contempt, and k<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>