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This ancient temple of Mahabodhi erected on the
spot where Prince Sakkya Sinha became Buddha was
repaired by the British Government under the order of
Sir Ashley Eden, Lieutenant Governor of Bengal.

Anno Domini 1880.

Archaeslogical Advertiser to Government  Ma-
jor-General Alexander Cunningham, Royal Engineer.

Architect-

Joseph Daviditch-Beglar,

Civil Engineer.
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3, Windsor Place,
New Delht
28" February, 1935.
Dear Sir,

We have obtained the previous sanction of His Excellency
The Governor-General to introduce the Buddha Gaya Temple Bill,

a copy of which is enclosed herewith.
We hope we shall have your support when it comes up for

consideration.
We shall address you again stating our case more fully

before i1t is introduced.
Yours Truly,

(U) THEIN MAUNG

(U) BA S
(Dr)THEIN MAUNG

TOBEINTRODUCED IN THE LEGISLATIVE
ASSEMBLY. A BILL.
Lo

make provision for the restoration of the Buddha Gaya
Temple and its premises to Buddhists and for the better manage-

ment of the same.
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Whereas it is expedient to make provision for the restora-
tion of the Buddha Gaya Temple to the Buddhists and for the
better management of the same, it is hereby enacted as follows:-
Short title, extent and commencement.

. This Act may be called the Buddha Gaya Temple Act
1935.

‘ 2. It shall extend to the whole British India; and

3. It shall come into force immediately,

2 In this Act; unless there is anything repugnant in
the subject or context.

Definition.

(a) "The Temple" means the Great Temple built by the
side the Maha Bodhi Tree near Buddha Gaya village in Gaya
District.

(b)  "The Temple Land” means the land on which the
Maha Bodhi Temple and 1ts precincts stand.

(c) "The Mahant" means the presiding priest for the
time being of the Saivite Monastery at Buddha Gaya.

(d) "Committee" means the Managing Committee con-
stituted under the provisions of this Act.

(e) "Court” means the Court of the District Judge of
Gaya.

3, The Government of India shall immediately on the

passing of this Act, Management and Control, establish a Com-
mittee as herewith provided and entrust it with the management
and control of the Temple land, the Temple and the worship in it.

4, (1) The Committee shall consist of the Mahant and
nine representatives of the Constitution of Committee. Buddhists
of India, Burma and Ceylon, to be nominated by Governor-Gen-
eral of India i1n consultation with the Governmants of Burma and

Gmamamsegmeu
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Ceylon.

Statement of accounts. shall prepare and furnish to the
court a full and true statement of accounts of all moneys received
or expended by them on behalf of the Temple during the previous
year.

Provided that the Court may. if it 1s satisfied that there is
sufficent cause for so doing, extend the time allowed for furnish-
tng of any statement of accounts under this section.

8. (1) The Commitiee may. from time to time. make rules to
carry into effect the Power to make Rules. purposces of this Act.

(2) In particular and without prejudice to the generality of
the foregoing power such as rules may provide for all or any of the
following matters, namely:-

(a) the upkeep and repair of the Temple;

(b) the improvement of the Temple land;

(c) the welfare and safety of the pilgrims;

(d) the safe custody of statements of accounts other
documents relating to the Temple or the Temple
land; and

(e¢) The maintenance of cordial relations betweene
the Buddhist and the Hindu pilgrims.

9, Nothing in this Act shall affect any other enact-
ment Saving for the time being in force in British India providing
for the preservation of ancient monuments.

STATEMENT OF OBJECT AND REASONS.
The Maha Bodhi Temple at Buddha Gaya is the most sa-

cred shrine of the Buddhist world, as it stands on the spot where
Lord Buddha attained Supreme Wisdom. It is to the Buddhist

ecmEmem:eg e 10
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what Macca is to the Muslim, Ayodhya to the Hindu and Jerusa-
lem to Christian. It is in the hands of a non-Buddhist, the Saivite
Mahanth of Buddha Gaya. For many years past the Buddhists
have been greatly dissatisfied with his management of the Temple
and the Temple Land. They have expressed their strong desire to
have them restored to their control. The desire 1s but natural, and
this bill 1s intended to make provision for the better management
of the Temple and the Temple Land and for their restoration to the
Buddhists of India, Burma and Ceylon without prejudice to the
right of Hindus to worship the Image of Buddha in the Temple
and to offer Pinda at the Bodhi Tree to the north of the Temple.
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