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FOREWORD

In the following pages are twenty-
five Jataka tales retold in Burmese
& English. The English text 1s
adapted from Ethel Beswick’s <Jataka
Tales’. The Burmese rendering 1s
by us-Taiksoe & Min Yu Way, It
may be mentioned that during the
preparation of the texts, both Bur-
mese & English, we have consulted
respective  works by Nyaunggan
Sayadaw U Kaweinda, U Po Kya,
U Kyi Pe, E.B. Cowel and C.A.F.
Rhys Davids.
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CANDAKINNARI

One day after his Enlightenment the Buddha
went forth to the palace of his father, King
Suddhodana, to take a meal. After the meal
he said he would visit Yasodhara, the
mother of his son Rahula.

When Yasodhara heard that he was coming
she arranged a welcome for him. and when
he arrived greeted him with great reverence.

The king then told the Buddha that while
he had been searching for Truth, as a
mendicant, and without possessions, she
had cast aside all her jewels and garlands
to be like him, and when he had achieved
Buddhahood she had also worn the yellow
robe-‘‘So faithful is her heart to you”.

The Buddha answered that it was not
strange she should love him in this birth
and be faithful to him, for she had been
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s0 in the past. And he told the following
story.

Once the life that was to become the
Buddha was born as a fairy and called
Candakinnara. He lived with his wife,
Candakinnari in the Himalavas on a silver
Mountain cilled Chandapabhata, or Moun-
tain of the Moon.

In the rainy season they remained on the
mountain, but in the hot weather after the
rains thev came d »wn to the valley where
they could play among the grasses and trees
-and bathe 1n the streams.

One hot day Canda anointed himself with
sweet-smelling scent, made his meal of
fruit pollen and dressed himself 1in flower
‘gauze. Then, singing in sheer happiness,
he began to amuse himself by swinging
among the long creepers that grew near the
-stream.

After a while he left this play and went
down to the stream with Candakinnari to
bathe and they sported in the water.
splashing about and scattering the flowers
that grew on its surface, enjoying themselves
to their hearts’ content. When they tired
of this they came out of the water. put on
their dresses of flowers and choosing a
sandy spot where the sand was so fine and
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clean that it looked like silver, they spread
a couch of flowers and lay down full of
happiness and contentment.

Soon Candakinnara took a bamboo stick
and began to play a tune and Candakinnari
danced, her soft hands moving to the
rhythm of the music.

Into this 1idyllic scene came a human
being.

A short time before this the king of
Benares had decided to leave his kingdom
for a while and go to the Himalayas. He
had now reached the wvalley and stream
where the fairies played, and hearing the
sounds of the bamboo flute he moved towards
it, taking care not to make any noise.

As soon as he saw Candakinnari he fell
in love with her and in order to possess
her took up his bow and arrow and shot
the husband. Candakinnara cried out in
pain and fe]l to the ground, turning himself
away from his wife; but hearing him cry
and seeing him turn away she hastened to
him to find out what had happend. Finding
that he had been wounded, she looked
round for the cause and saw the king.

Rushing away from him, higher up the
mountain, she turned and faced him,
cursing him for what he had done.

DQEQQ
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You evil prince-ah woe 1s me! my husband dear
did wound,

Who there heneath a woodland tree now lies upon
the ground.

O prince ! the woe that wrings my heart may thy
own mother pay,

The woe that wrings my heart to see my fairy
dead this day!

Yea, prince! the woe that wrings my heart may
thy own wife repay,

Fhe woe that wrings my heart to see my fairy
dead this day!

And may thy mother mourn her lord, and may
she mourn her son.

Who on my lord most innocent for lust this deed
hast done,

And may thy wife look on and see the Jloss of
lord and son,

For thou upon my harmless lord for lust th:s
deed hath done,

When at last she paused the king answered
her:

Weep not nor grieve: the woodland park has
blinded yvou | ween :

A royal house shall honour thee, and thou shalt
be my aucen.

Bllt Canda was the more iofuriated at
this msult and in a voice as Joud as a
lion’s roar called out:
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What is this ward thou hast said!

No ! I will surely slay myself ! Thine T will never
be,

Who slew my husband innocent-all for lust of me.

Seeing that he cloud not possess her the
king’s passion died as quickly as it had
been aroused and saying: ‘‘1 know that
creatures that feed on shrub and tree, love
the woodland and cannot be happy elsewhere,”
he turned away and went on his journey.

As soon as he had gone Canda hurried
back to her fairy-lord ahd took his head
on her lap, crving aloud in her pain:

Here in the hills and mountain caves, 1n many
a glen and grot.

What shall 1 do, O fairy mine! now that I see
thee not?

The wild beasts range, the leave are spread on
many a Jovely spot

What shall T do, O fairy mine. now that I see
thee not?

As she sang she laid her hand on his
breast and was aware that 1t was yet worm.
So, knowing now that he was not dead,
she reproached the gods for not comming
to her aid. Her devotion was so great that
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Sakka’s? throne grew hot and he came down,
disguised as a Brahmin, and offered to help.
He sprinkled water on the wound and it
healed up and soon Canda rose, well and
strong as before. Delightedly the fairies
thanked the Brahmin, and before he left
he told them not to go down any more to
the places where men moved, but to keep
to the mountains.

Happy again, and carefree, the fairies
moved away as Canda sang:

To the mountains let us go
Where the lovely rivers flow,
Rivers all o’ergrown with flowers:
There for ever, while the breeze
Whispers in a thousand tones,
Charm with talk the happy hours.

When the Master had finished he said:
“Not now only, but long ago even as now,
she was devoted and faithful of heart to
me.”

He identified the birth: Rahula’s mother
was Canda and *‘I myself was the fairy”’.

..........................................................................

2 Sakka king of the gods.
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THE WISHING TREE

ONCE, during the Buddha's carthly sojourn,
therc was a merchant who was friendly with
a poor man and, though his friends tried
to break the friendship. said that friendship
did not depend on equality or inequality
of external things. To show his trust he left
his affairs in the hands of the poor friend

when he went away and they prospered.
The Buddha told him:

A friend nightly so-called is never inferior.

The standard measure for friendship is ability
to befriend,

and he told the following story.

Once the life that was to become the
Buddha was born as the sprite that lived in
a clump of kusa grass growing in the king’s
park. Near by was a wishing Tree whose
trunk was straight and tall and from wich
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were many spreading branches. The king's
own seat was near the tree for he was very
fond of it. Between the sprite of the Wishing
Tree and the sprite of the lowly kusa grass
grew up a great friendship.

One day it was noticed that the pillar
which supported the king’s house was weak
‘and another had to be found to replace it.
The carpenters therefore searched for a tree
trunk straight enough and tall enough and
strong enough for the purpose. At last
they came to the Wishing Tree and found
what they needed. Knowing that the king
was very fond of the tree they dare not
cut it down before telling him, but when
he heard that it was perfect for the new
pillar he said, even though he was fond
of 1t, 1t must be cut down.

The carpenters then took sacrifices to the
trec and let it know that they were coming
to cut it down on the next day.

When the Wishing Tree sprite heard this
it burst into tears and its friends in the
forest came to ask what was the matter.
But though they were full of sympathy
they could do nothing to help.

That night the Kusa Grass sprite called
to see the tree sprite and heard the news
and determined to save his friend.
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When the carpenters came the tree sprite
changed himself into a chameleon; he went
to the tree and got into the roots. Then
he worked his way up to the branches,
making the tree look full of holes. When
he had finished he rested on a branch, his
head moving from side to side.

At sight of the chameleon the Ileader of
the carpenters struck the tree with his hand
and exclaimed, ‘‘The tree was hallow and
rotten. We made oiferings the day before.
without looking carefully.” And he went
to look for another tree.

All the Tree sprites sang the praises of
the Kusa Grass sprite, for they said that
they had not known how to help their
friend even though they were stronger than
the kusa grass. And the Wishing Tree sprite
sang:

Let great and small and equals, all,
Do each their best, if harm befall,
And help a friend 1n evil plight,

As | was hclped by Kusa sprite.

The Master identified the birth: Ananda
was the Tree sprite and ‘] myself was the
Kusa Grass sprite’’.
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THE MARSH CROW

One day the Brothers of the Order went on
a visit to Devedatta and when they returned
the Master asked Sariputta how Devadatta
had greeted them.

Sariputta saild he had imitated the
Buddha.

Not for the first time, said the Buddha,
had Devadatta imitated him and thereby
come to grief, and he told them the follo-
wing Sstory.

Once the life that was to become the
Buddha was born as a marsh crow, His
name was Viraka and he lived near a pool
from which he got his food.

About this time there was a famine In
Kasi (Benares), and because of it people
had no food left over to throw away to
the crows, and to save themselves from
starvation the crows left the city. One of
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them, Savitthaka, with his wife, went to
the place where Viraka lived and made
their home beside the pool.

Savitthaka watched how Viraka went down
into the pool and ate fish and then came
up and dried his feathers, so in order to
have fish to eat he thought he would make
friends with him by first becoming his
‘servant. Accordingly he followed Viraka
about until one day Viraka asked him what
he wanted., Hearing that he wanted to
serve him he agreed, and after that caught
fish for himself and gave what was left to
Savitthaka, who ate what he wanted and
took the rest to his wife.

After a while pride rose in him: he
thought that he looked like the crow, why
could he not catch his own fish? He told
Viraka of his desire, but Viraka warned
him that he did not belong to the same
tribe as the marsh crows, and could not go
into the water in the same way. In his
pride Savitthaka did not listen to this advice
but went into the pool, was caught in the
weeds so that only the tip of his beak was
above the water, could not breathe, and so

died.

When he did not return his wife asked
Viraka:
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O have you seen Savitthaka, O Viraka, have you
seen

My swecet-voiced mate whose neck is like the
peacock in 1ts sheen?

Viraka answered :

He was not born to dive beneath the wave,
But what he could not do he needs must try;

So the poor bird has found a watery grave,
I ntangled in the weeds and left to die.

The lady crow heard and wept, and
returned to Kasi.

The Buddha identified the birth: Deva-
datta was Savitthaka, *“I myself was Viraka.”
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THE FOREST FIRE

THis story was told by the Buddha when
he and his followers were con a journey
near a jungle. Suddenly there was a great
forest fire. and though the Master continued
to walk towards it some of his followers
were frightened and asked why they did
not start a counter-fire. Others said that
with the Buddha they would be safe.

The Master halted at a certain spot and
his followers gathered round him. The fire
still came on but presently it stopped and
went out.

The Brothers praised the Buddha, but he
told them it was not his present power that
day which stopped the fire: it was through
his power ages before. and he told them
the following story.

Once the life that was to become the
Buddha took form as a quail and lived
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with his father and mother in a nest ih a
forest.

As is usual 1in the bird-world the father
and mother used to fly away every day to
find food and bring it back to him. Though
he fed on it he was yet small and his wings
were not powerful,

One night there was an uproar in the
forest for all the anmimal and insect and
bird life sensed a great forest fire creeping
quickly to their part of the forest. All who
could fled before it, including the parent
quails. But the young quail was not strong
enough to move and remained in the nest.

At first terror kept him motionless, but
as the hissing of the fire got mnearer, and
the flames brighter. he became less afraid,.
and when the fire had come quite near he
took his courage firmly in his hands. He
satd to himself that he could not fly or
walk. he was without the protection of his
parents and did not know what to do. As
he thought he suddenly became aware of
certain things, and said to himself that
there was but a single principle in Nature.
He would make an Act of Faith and force
the flames to go back and so save himself
and the rest of the birds. Then he spoke
to the fire.



03

C C
- ?C RCIWGO
e L

r80
~00

9.
With wings that fly not, feet that walk not yet,
Forsaken by my parents, here I le'!

Wherefore | conjure thee, dread Lord of fire,
Primaeval Jataveda,! turn! go baclk'!

The fire heard and stopped; then it went
out suddenly., the smoke cleared, the animals
and birds and insects came back again and
the moon could once more be seen sailing
serenely across the night sky. Once more
peace and happiness reigned.

And the quail said:

I wrought my Act of Truth, and therewithal
The sheet of blazing fire left sixteen lengths
Unscathed-like flames by water quenched.

This i1s one of the four wonders of the
world, for through this Act of Truth made
by the Iittle quail, never will fire burn
again in this part of the forest for all time.

The Buddha identified the birth: his
present parents were the parents of the
quail. I myself was the quail.”

-------------------------------------------------------------------
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THE LIONESS AND THE JACKAL

THis story was told about an incident of
the Buddha’s day concerning a barber’s son.

The barber who attended the palace was
a Believer and attended to the Five Precepts?
and the three Refuges-.

One day he took his son with him to the
palace and there the youth saw a well-born
girl beautifully dressed and fell in love
with her. When the youth got home he
went to bed and grieved. saying that if he
could not have the girl he would die. To
have her, his father pointed out, was
impossible, for she was high-born and he

--------------------------------------------------

I. The Pancha Slla
2. T take Refuge in the Buddha.
I take Refuge in the Dhamma (the Law),
I take Refuge in the Sangha (the Brotherhood).
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of tow caste. He should not set his mind
on forbidden fruit.

The youth. however, pined and died, and
when the father had cvercome his grief. he
went to visit the Master, taking with him
flowers, scent and perfumes.

The Master asked him why he had been
so long away, and when he heard the reason
he said that 1t was not the flrst time the
youth had set his heart on something he
could not have. And he told the following

story.

Once the life that was to become the
Buddha lived as a lion in a golden cave in
the Himalayas which he shared with his
parents, his six younger brothers and his
sister. Every day the brothers went out to
catch food. some of which they ate and
some of which they brought back for their
parents and sister.

Higher up the mountain was a crystal
cave in which a jackal lived where he could
watch the lions. In time he fell in love
with the lioness, but while her parents were
alive he dared not approach her. When,
however, 'the rarents died and the brothers
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went out as usual to get food, he wént
down to her and told her of his love.

She was horrified at the insult, for lions
are kings among beasts and jackals are very
low in the animal kingdom, and she would
have nothing to say to him. Sorrowfully he
turned away and went to his cave where he
lay down in despair,

The lioness wondered what she could do
and decided that the only way to treat this
insult was to refuse to eat and so die. But
she thought she ought to tell her brothers
first.

When the first brother arrived with food
for her she told him what had happened,
and he, looking up to the crystal cave,
became so angry that he rushed up to
destory the jackal, thinking that 1t was
lying in the sky. Of course he met the
hard crystal walls and was killed, falling
down to the bottom of the mountain. .

The same thing happened to the other
brothers 1n turn wuntil the eldest arrived.
He, too, looked up and saw the jackal, but
he thought to himself that jackals do not
lie in the sky. The animal must therefore
be lying in a crystal cave. Wondering how
he could destroy him he decided that there
must be a way by which the jackal came
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down the mountain and he set out to find
it. At the foot of the mountain he came
acorss the dead bodies of his brothers and
said to himself:

Who rashly undertakes an enterprise,
Not counting all the issue may arise,

Like one who burns his mouth in eating lood
Falls victim to the plans he did devise,

Then he climbed up the path and roared
three times so loudly that the jackal. seeing
him, burst his heart with fear and died.

The lion then returned to his sister,
burying the dead bodies of his six brothers
on the way. -

The Master identified the birth: The
barber’s son was the jackal, the well-born
girl the lioness, the siX young lions the
siX Elders of the Buddha’s Company, and
‘I myself was the eldest ™.
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JACKAL BEWARE!

OnNCE some of the Brethren visited Devadatta
and on their return the Buddha asked them
how they had been rec:ived.

Sariputta said that Devadatta had imitated
the Buddha and had got himself into trouble
thereby.

Then the Master said. not for the first
time had Devadatia got himself into trouble
by this means. and he told the following
story.

Once the I[ife that was to become the
Buddha dwelt as a lion in a cave in the
Himalayas. One day after killing a buflalo
and eating all he wanted he drank water
and made his way to his cave. A jackal saw
him coming and being frightened and seeing
no way of escape lay down in his path. In
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answer to the lion’s question why he was
doing such a thing the jackal said he wished
to serve him. That being so the lion agreed
and took him home to his cave., and after
this gave him what food he did not need
himself. The jackal therefore got quite fat,
and proud.

Ope day he told the lion that he was
giving him much trouble in always finding
food for him and he would himself go out
and kill an elephant and after cating his
fill would bring some back to him.

The lion told him that he did not belong
to the breed of animal that could kill an
elephant and eat 1it: he would himself go
out and kill one and bring back some meat
for him. And he begged him not to take
on more than he could possibly do.

Jackal beware !
His tusks are long.
One of thy puny race
Would scarcely dare
S0 huge and strong
A beast as this to. face.

But the jackal would not listen and leaving
the cave roared the jackal’s cry three times.
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Down in the valley he saw an elephant
and thinking to land on its head he jumped
down. But turning a somersault in the air
the poor jackal fell at the feet of the elephant
instead. and was crushed beneath the
elephant’s foot and lay groaning till he
died.

The lion looked down and saw the jackal
lying there and said:

A jackal once assumed a lion’s pride,

And clephant as equal foe defied.

Prone on the earth, while groans his bosom rent,
Hec learned the rash encounter to repent,

Who thus should challenge one of peerless fame,
Nor mark the vigour of his weil-knit frame,
Shares the sad fate that on the jackal came.

But who the measure of his own power knows,
And nice discretion in his language shows,
True to his duty lives and triumphs o’er his foes.

In this way did the Buddha show what
are the proper duties to do in the world.

The Master identified the birth: Devedatta
was the jackal, ‘I myself was the lion.”
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THE LION-JACKAL

THERE was a member of the Order, Kokalika,
who hearing some of the wise Brethren
preach, wanted to do likewise. But he only
showed up his own inferiority.

But Buddha, on hearing this, said 1t was
not the first time that his voice had betrayed

his true worth., and he told the following
story.

Once a lion and a jackal mated and a
cub was born. Its toes, claws, mane, colour
and figure were that of a lion, but his
voice was that of a jackal.

One day after the rains all the lion cubs
were playing together and roared out in fun.
The lion-jackal roared too, but his voice
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made the jackal sound and all the other
cubs became silent,

Another son of thelion went to his father
and asked why that cub looked like a lion
and roared like a jackal:

Lion’s claws and lion’s paws,
Lion’s feet to stand upon:

But the bellow of this tellow
Sounds not like a lion’s son'!

The father told his son the reason for
this and then sent for the lion-jackal cub.
He advised him never to roar because:

All will see what king you be
If you yelp as once before;
So don't try it, but keep quiet;
Your's 1s not a lion’s roar,

The Mastcr identified the birth. Kokalika
was the lion-jackal, Rahula the brother
cub, ““The king of beasts was 1 myself.”
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THE LION AND THE BOAR

ONE night after the Buddha had spoken to
the Brothers and a crowd of bystanders he
retired to his cell. When he had gone one
of the Brothers asked Sariputta many
questions, all of which he answered, and
all listened entranced to his wisdom. That
is, all but one. This Elder thought to himself
that if he could ask a question which
Sariputta could not answer all men would
think how clever he was, and he asked a

stupid question.

Sariputta looked at him, realized that he
knew nothing. and without saying a word
rose and retired to his cell.

The bystanders were furious at this for
they said the Elder had prevented them
from listening to wisdom and they called
out, ‘“‘Seize this wicked man.”
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The Elder fled. and not seeing it in time
fell into a hole in the cover of a cesspool
just outside the monastery and was, of
course, covered with filth.

Then people felt sorry for him and went
to tell the Master what had happened.
When he heard them he said this was not
the first time the Elder had come to grief
by being puffed up with pride, and he told
the following story.

Once when the life that was to become
the Buddha took form as a lion and lived
in a cave in the Himalayas a boar lived near
him. one of a number of boars dwelling
near a lake.

One day after the lion had killed and
eaten he went to the lake to drink and saw
a boar feeding at the lakeside. Deciding
that he would kill the boar another day the
lion hid so that the boar would not be
frightened and not come again. But the
boar did see him, and being proud, thought
the lion was frightened of him ! He therefore
challenged him to fight.
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The lion refused but said that in a week
they could fight.

The boar was delighted and told all the
other boars, for he was proud to think
that a lion had been frightened of him and
he felt sure he could kill him. But the
boars let him know that he could never be
a match for a hhon and they advised him to
take measures to safegurd himself. He was
advised to roll in all the filth he could find
every day for six days, letting 1t dry on
him. On the seventh day he was to let it
get wet. It would then smell horribly. and
when the lion came he should take care to
get between the wind and the lion so that
the smell would reach the lion.

This he did. But the smell was so horrid
that the lion refused to fight him. for he
would not even touch such filth with his
foot. He said:

O dirty Boar, your hide is jyoul, the stench s
horrible to me;

It you would fight 1 vield me quite, and own you
have the victory.

The Boar was now prouder than ever,
but the other boars left the place, feeling
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sure the lion would return one day and
kill them.

The Master identified the birth: The Boar
was the Elder and “l myself was the lion.”
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THE END OF THE WORLD

ONE day the disciples saw some false ascetics
lying on thorns, torturing themselves by fire.
etc., and they asked the Buddha if there was
any special merit in these kinds of penance.
He told them that there was no merit In
them. for they had been examinced and
tested and they proved to be like the noise
heard by the hare.

He then told them the following story.

Once the life that was to become the.
Buddha was born as a lion, and lived 1n
a wood near the western occan. Nearby
was a grove of palm trees mixed with vilva
trees and beneath a palm sapling at the
foot of a vival tree lived a hare.
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One day the hare lay beneath the young
tree and thought to himself—if the earth
should be destroyed, what would become

of me?

At that very moment a ripe vilva fruit
fell on a palm leaf with a loud plop. The
hare heard the noise and thought, this is
indeed the end of the earth, for it is
collapsing. and he fled without looking
behind.

Another hare saw him running and asked
the cause. ‘‘Pray don’t ask me,” he said.
The other hare ran with him and asked again.,
“What 1s 1t ?”” The first hare stopped and
without looking behind said the earth was
breaking up, and then ran on again. Soon more
hares joined them and in time a hundred
thousand hares were running. Other animals
saw them, a deer, a boar, an elk, a buffalo,
a wild ox. a rhinoceros, a tiger, a lion,
an elephant, and so on, and all asked in
turn why they were running away. The
same answer was given. They too took to
flight.

When our lion heard the reason for this
mad flight, he thought to himself, the earth
1S not coming to an end; the hare must
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have misunderstood some sound. He realized,
too, that if he did not do something all
the animals would perish for they were
rushing to disaster. Getting ahead of them,
he stopped at the foot of a mountain and
roared three times.

The animals paused. huddled together in
fear, while the lion went among them and
asked why they were running away. When
he heard that the earth was collapsing he
asked the eclephant if he had seen it doing
so. The elephant said he had not, but the
lion had. The lion said he had not, but
the tiger had, the tiger said the rhinoceros
had, the rhinoceros said the wild ox and
so on until at last the hare was reached.
The lion asked the hare if this was true,
and he said it was, for he had seen 1t.
Where had it been seen, asked the hLon.
Near the ocean, answered the hare. Then
the lion thought that a ripe fruit must have
fallen and made a noise and the hare had
been frightened into a rash conclusion.

He now reasoned with the animals and said
he would go with the hare and find out if it
was true. At first the hare was frightened, but
at last got on the lion’s back and went
with him to find the place, When they had
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nearly reached it the hare was too frightened
to go on and said:

From the spot where 1 did dwell

Issued forth a fearful ** thud
What it was | could not tell,

Nor what caused it understood.

So¥the lion went alone to the foot of the
tree¥and there he found the ripe vilva fruit.
But"the earth had not cracked! He made
the hare look too, and then they went back
to the other animals, and told them. The
Buddha said:

Alarmed at sound of fallen fruit
A hare once ran away.
The other beasts all follow suit

Moved by that hare’s dismay.

They hastened not to view the scene
But lent a willing ear

To 1dle gossip, and were clean

Distraught with foolish fear.
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They who to Wisdom’s calm delight
And Virtue's heights atiain,

Though ill example should invite,
Such passing fear disdain.

The Master identified the birth saying..
“l was the lion.”
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O GOLDEN FOOT

THis story was told about a girl member of
the Sisterhood who, well-born, was married
to an unbeliever. She was., however, allowed
to do as she pleased and one day invited
her husband to listen to the Buddhist
sermons. He then became a believer.

Once the life that was to become the
Buddha took form as a stag. He grew up
beautiful and graceful, of golden colour,.
with his feet irm and glossy as lacquer, his
horns curved like a silver wreath. his eyes
like round jewels and his mouth like a ball
of crimson wool. With his wife, a lovely
doe, he lived happily and he had a large
following of dappled deer.
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Unfortunately one day his foot was caught
in a snare set by a hunter, and though he
tugged and tugged he could anot free himself
and he called out the cry of capture. The
herd fled. When the doe saw that he was
not with them she returned and seeing him
fast begged him to try and break away.

O Golden-Foot, no effort spare

To loose thyself from thonged snare.
How could T joy, bereft of thee,

To range amidst the woodland free?

The stag replied:

| spare no effort, but m van,

My liberty I cannot gain.

The more | struggle to get loose,
The sharper bites the thonged noose.

Hearing this. the doe said she would save
him.

Soon she saw the hunter approaching and
went to meet him. singing the praises of
her husband, king of the herd, asking him:
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Let on the earth a leafy bed,
Hunter, where we may fall, be spread;

And drawing from its sheath thy sword,
Slay me and afterwards my lord.

The hunter was so amazed that he set
the stag free, and in her fullness of happiness
the doe said:

As 1 to-day rejoice to see

This mighty beast at hberty,

So, hunter, that didst loose the gin,
Rejoice with all thy kith and kin.

In return for what he had done the stag
gave him a magic jewel and told him to
use 1t to set up a household, to give alms
and show goodwill to all, for that was his
Path.

He identified the birth: Channa was the
hunter ; the female novice the doe, “‘I myself
was the stag.”
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THE ANTELOPE

WHEN the Brethren were discussing Deva-
datta’s attempts to kill the Buddha by
hurling rocks, hiring archers and setting the
elephant on him, the Buddha asked them
what they were discussing. When he heard
he told them the following story to show
that Devadatta had tried before to kill him,
and failed.

Once the life that was to become the
Buddha was born as an antelope and lived
in a forest, eating fruit.

One day a deerstalker saw his footmarkS
near a tree and built a platform in the tree
so that he could sit there and catch him
when he came again for fruit.
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The antelope came as usual on the next
day but the thought struck him that
sometimes men hid to kill deer and he had
better wait and watch for a bit before he
went nearer the tree.

After a time the deerstalker became
impatient and taking some of the fruit
threw 1t towards the antelope, hoping to
attract him nearer. But he forgot that fruit
which falls from a tree falls down straight,
and not outward from the tree, and the
antelope, seeing the fruit come towards him,
asked the tree if it had changed its normal
habit! He thought he had better not venture
nearer (he said) and he told the tree that
he would eat from another tree that day!

The deerstalker called after him that he
had saved himself that day—‘‘l have missed

you this tine’” —but on another day he
would catch him.

The Buddha answered: ““Yes, but you have
not missed the reward of your conduct!”™

The master identified the birth: Devadatta
was the hunter. “I myself was the antelope.”
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THE ANTELOPE, THE TORTOISE
AND THE WOODPECKER

THIs story was told by the Buddha when
the news was brought to him one day that
Devadatta was plotting to kill him. ‘“Ah,
Brethren.”” he said. ‘it was just the same
long ago: Devadatta tried then to kill me,
as he is trying now.” And he told the

following story.

Once the life that was to become the
Buddha took birth as an antelope and lived
in a thicket near a lake. Not far from him
lived a woodpecker whose nest was on the
top of a tree. In the lake lived a tortoise.
These three became firm friends.

One day a hunter saw the footmarks of
the antelope and set a trap to catch him.



°9) 030>

C C
: § QC:QDGO0
i L

~00

In the evening the antelope went as usual
to the lake to drink, but his foot got
caught fast in the trap. His cries of terror
and pain were heard by the woodpecker
and the tortoise and both rushed to his aid.
When they saw what had happened they
knew that the hunter would return., so a
plan was formed to rescue their friend. The
woodpecker said :

Come, Tortoise, tear the leathern snare and bite
it through and through.

And of the hunter I'll take care, and keep him
off from you.

So, while the tortoise with its sharp teeth
tried to cut the leather the woodpecker flew

away to the house of the hunter and waited
there.

In the very early morning the hunter took
his knife and started to leave his house by
the tront door. But the wocodpecker was
waiting and flew at him, fiapping his wings
in his face. The man went back into his
house, saying to himself that the omens
were against him.

Later on he tried to leave by the back
door, but the same thing happened and the
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woodpecker’s wings struck his face again.
So he re-entered his house and decided to
wait till morning came and the omens were
better.

The woodpecker then flew back to his
friends. He found the tortoise, his mouth
bleeding from his efforts, still trying to
free the antelope, for one last strand remai-
ned uncut. But just then they saw the
hunter approaching. The woodpecker flew
away to the top of his tree, the antelope,
seeming to get extra strength from his fear,
made a great effort and the strand broke,
and he fled into the forest. Only the tortoise
remained, for he was too weak to move.

The hunter saw the tortoise and picking
him up put him in his bag and hung the
bag on a tree. Then he saw the antelope
who had been watching what had happened
to his friend. The antelope let the man see
him and then, making pretend that he was
very weak, went deep into the forest,
followed by the hunter. After going for
some way he slipped back, took the bag
down from the tree with his horns and
freed the tortoise. The woodpecker now
flew.down from his tree and the friends were
together once more,
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But the antelope knew the hunter would
return and told the woodpecker he should
find another home and they would all
separate. So:

The tortoise went into the pool, the deer into
the wood,

And from the tree the woodpecker carried away
his brood.

Finally the hunter returned and found
that he had lost antelope, tortoise and bag.
and sad and weary he returned to his home.

But the three friends continued to live
happily in their separate homes,

The Buddha identified the birth: Devadatta
the huntsman, Sariputta the woodpecker,
Moggallana the tortoise. and I was the
antelope.”
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ROHANA THE GOLDEN STAG

ONF day the Brethren discussed Ananda
and his willingness to lay down his life for
the Master. When the Buddha asked them
what they were discussing, and they told
him, he said that not for the first time had

Ananda given his life for him. and he told
the following story.

Once the life that was to become the
Buddha was born as a golden-coloured stag
and was called Rohana. When he grew up
he was the leader of eighty thousand deer.
He lived with his brother Chitta-migra and

his sister Sutana, and looked after his old
and blind parents.

About this time a Queen had a dream.
She dreamt that she saw a golden stag
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sitting on a golden seat teaching the people,
but before the talk was finished she awoke,
and thinking that it was real, shouted to
her attendants to ‘‘catch that stag”.Naturally

as they knew there was no stag, they laughed!

But the dream had made such an impression
on her that she determined to see and hear
the stag, for it must, she felt, exist somewhere.
Accordingly hunters were sent out to find 1t.

This news reached the son of the hunter
who had seen Rohana and he went to the
place and set a snare to catch him.

The following night Rohana and the herd
went down to the lake as wusual to drink
and his foot was caught in the saare. When
he found that he could not move he did
not cry out the cry of capture lest the herd
should take fright and run away before they
had drunk their fill. But as soon as they
had finished and were ready to leave he
tried to pull himself free. Three times he
tried, but though the thong cut through
his flesh to the bone he was held fast. Then,
and only then, did he cry the cry of capture
and, hearing this, the herd, including his
brother and 51ster, fled.

After running for some way Chitta-migra
looked for his brother, and when he could
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not find him turned back to see if i1t was
he who had been caught. When Rohana

saw him he begged him to go away, for if
he was caught toc who would look after

their parents? But Chitta-migra said:

No, no. Rohana, I'll not go: my heart has
drawn me near;

I'm ready to lay down my life, | will not leave
thec here.

While they were talking Sutana came and
joined them, for when she too had looked
for her brother and had not found him she
had returned. Once again Rohana begged
her to leave him 1f for no other reason
than the care of their parents. But she

would not.

1’11 lose my life but never lcave thee snared
and captured here.

It was thus that the hunter found them
when he came with his spear ready to kill.
Poor Sutana was terrified when she saw him
and ran away—but she came back. Explair
this the Buddha said:
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The tender doe in passing fear a little way did
fly,

Then did a thing most hard to do, for she
returned to die.

When the hunter saw the devotion and
courage of the three he could not pring
himself to kill. Instead he cut the snare and
laid the stag by the water’s edge, loosened
the noose and washed away the blood. Full
of sorrow he bathed the wound and rubbed
the tender leg so that it healed quickly and
became as it had been before.

Then Chitta-migra said to him:

Hunter, be happy now, and may thy kindred
happy be.

As | am happy to behold the mighty stag set
free,

Rohana asked the hunter why he had
snared him. Was it on his own behalf or
on some other? And when the hunter told
him of the king’s wish and the queen’s
dream, he asked to be taken to the king.
This the hunter refused to do, for he said
the king might hurt him. So Rohana told
him to brush his back with his hand. The
hunter did so and found the hand full of
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BANYAN THE GOLDEN DEER

THE story was told by the Buddha about

the mother of an Elder among his Brother-
hood.

As a young girl, daughter of a rich
merchant, she had asked to be allowed to
take up the religious life but her parents
refused to let her. She thought that when
she had married perhaps she would be
allowed to follow her wish, and in due
time she married and hved a good and
virtuous life.

One day, a festival day, when everyone
was attired in their richest clothes, she did
not adorn herself and her husband asked
her why. She told him that the body was
full of disease and would die in time; why
should she anoint it and adorn 1t with fine
clothes? For some time they discussed these
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questions,and at last the husband realized
that her desire was to become a Sister and
he agreed that she should do so, and took
her himself to the following of Devadatta.

She was very happy for a time, but one
day discovered thst she was going to have
a child. Her fellow Sister saw this too,
and took her to Devadatta asking what ought
to be done.

Devadatta thought to himself that it
would look bad for his followers if one of
his Sisterhood bore a child, and it would
seem that he condoned it. Therefore without
findind out anything further as to when the
child was conceived., before or after her
entering the Order, he expelled her.

The Sister told her fellows that Devadatta
was not the Buddha and she would go and
ask him to take her.

When she approached him he thought that
the unbelievers would say that the Buddha
took those whom Devadatta had expelled,
and in order that all should know the truth
he called her innocence was thereby establi-
shed and together all his followers. Then
he asked to be informed as to when the
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child was conceived. When 1t was found
out that this was before the woman had
entered the Sisterhood he was told she
could return to the nunnery.

In due time the child was born. The
king of the city, passing by the nunnery
heard it cry one day and said that a nunnery
was not the right place to bring up a child
so took him to his palace where in time he
grew 1nto a good and holy man. He was
now one of the greatest of the Buddha's
following.

One day the Brethren were talking of this
and how Devadatta had aearly prevented
the birth of such a wise man, and how the
Buddha’'s love had proved their salvation.
Just then the Buddha came and asked what
they were talking about., When they told
him. he said that was not the (irst time
such a thing had happened. and he told
them the following story.

Once the life that was to become the
Buddha took form as a golden deer, as
tall as a young foal. His body was perfect:
his horns gleamed like polished silver, his
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eyes were like two jewels, his mouth a clear
bright red, his hoofs hard and firm like
lacquer, and his tail was as long as a yak’s.
His name was Banyan and he ruled over
five hundred deer who lived in a forest near
Benares.

There was another herd of five hundred
deer in the same forest and 1t was ruled
over by another golden deer whose name
was Branch.

Life ought to have been happy for them
but it was not. Day by day the king hunted
in the forest, and. 1in order to make the
hunt successful, citizens, both shop-keepers
and field-workers, were ordered to leave
their work and round up the deer. This
meant that their own work or buSiness was
neglected and they became discontented.

One day they thought of a plan. Near
the king’s palace was the royal park, and
the men decided to dig lakes and sow grass
on it, and then drive the deer there from
the forest. Then the king could hunt in
the park and they would not be needed to
round up the deer. When they had finished
their work they told the king what they had

done, and why, and henceforth the king
hunted there daily.
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Only one deer each day was needed for
the royal table but it 1s dlf‘ﬁClllt to be sure
that each arrow would kill and not merely
wound. So though one deer was killed each
day many more were injured. This was very
upsetting for the herd and worrying for the
two leaders.

One day Banyan thought of a plan. Why
should not one deer voluntarily go to the
killing-block at the palace every day, one
day from his herd and one day from Braunch’s
herd. Thus the rest would be safe from harm.
All agreed to this. Only Banyan and Branch
were exempted for the king had one day
seen them and had ordered that they were
never to be killed.

For a time all weat well, but one day a
young doe, herself with young, found 1t
was her turn to go. She went to her leader,
Branch, and asked if she might take her
turn when the little one was born and able
to be left, but Branch was adamant and
said that no change could be made. She
must take her turn.

The sorrowful young mother-to-be went
then to Banyan. He at once said kindly to
her that she must not worry; he would
arrange that another took her place, and
gladly she went away.
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Banyan then went himself to the killing-
block and laid down his head for slaughter.
But when the man whose duty it was to
kill the deer saw that it was the golden stag
‘which had presented itself he dared not kill.
The king was told and went himself to see
why this had happened. Speaking kindly
to Banyan, the king asked why he had
.come when he knew that his life had been
spared.

When he heard of the young doe the
king’s heart was touched and he granted
her life when her turn came to die. But
Banyan asked him if he could also think of
the herds and spare their lives. The Kking
consented. Banyan, still unsatisfied, asked
what about all other animals, birds and fish
in the kingdom? All lived in fear of death!
The king said he would spare their lives
also, for love had come into his heart and
no one killed that which they loved.

Satisfied at last, Banyan returned to the
herd and all lived in peace. In due time
the doe gave birth to a son and when he

grew up she told him to follow Banyan in
all he did.

In this new-found freedom the deer were
happy, but they began to leave the park
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and eat the crops in the fields outside and
the people complained to the king. He told
them he could not go back on his word for
promises were sacred.

Fortunately Banyan heard of this and
calling his herd together he told them it
was not right to eat the crops. Then he
told the peasants not to fence in their lands
but to indicate them with Jeaves, tied up
round them. and then the deer would not
g0 into those fields.

This was done and henceforth friendship
and peace reigned in the kingdom between
man and beast for many years;

The Master identified the birth: Ananda
was the king, the present Sister was the doe.
her deer-son was the son of today, Devadatta
was Branch and ‘‘l myself was Banyan.”
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THE STAG AND THE KING

ONCE a Brother performed a 'miracle in
public and the Buddha rebuked him for
using his powers in an unworthy way, and
he forbade the use of any miraculous powers
the Brethren possessed.

The Brother had made himself rise in the
air so that he could take down a bowl
which had been placed on a high pole as
a test by the rich merchant of Rajagaha as
to the miraculous powers of the Brothers.
But the unbelievers said that they could
easily perform miracles themselves and if
the Buddha performed one they would make
one twice as good.

When the Brothers told this to the Buddha

he said if they performed a miracle he would
perform one.



O & ¢ C
DN $C W[ForEI00| 9P 299

The king of the time asked him how
could perform a miracle when such perfor-
mances were banned? But the Buddha
asked him if he would refrain from picking
a fruit in his garden because he had ordered
that men should not pick the fruit? The
command not to perform miracles rested on
the Brothers, not on the Buddha himself,
and he let it be known that he would per-
form a miracle on the full moon of June.
Proclamation was made to this effect at the
city of Savatthi and crowds gathered.

On the morning after the full moon the
Buddha went out ds usual with his begging
bowl and when he was at the palace gate
the gardener saw him, and gave him a
beautiful ripe mango which he had picked
jor the king. The Buddha took it and sat
down to eat it. When he had finished he
gave the stone to Ananda and asked him
to give it to the gardener, asking him to
bury it at that spot. This, he said. would
be the miracle.

. Immediately the stone was planted, it
burst, roots and Ileaves appeared and it
grew into a very tall tree. Blossoms came,
then the fruit, swarms of bees buzzed round,

the wind came and blew the ripe fruit off
and the Brothers ate it.
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Then he performed another marvellous
miracle.

One day later he saw that people admired
the Brothers who could perform miracles
whereas Sariputta’s wisdom not being so
apparent was not recognized. He therefore
asked the Brothers many uestions, and
then one which only Sariputta could answer,
and the people perceived his wisdom.

When the Brothers discussed this and
the Buddha heard of their discussion he
said he would tell them a story.

Once the life that was to become the
Buddha took birth as a stag.

Now the king of Benares decided one day
to go on a hunting expedition and calling
his courtiers together told them that whoever
let a deer go by that day should be punished.
The men then made a pact among themselves
to drive whatever deer there were straight
to the king, and in this way a stag was
driven towards. The king shot his arrow
but missed, for stags have a way of escaping
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arrows sometimes, and this stag rolled over
so that the arrow did not meet his fiesh.
The king saw him fall and thought he had
killed him and sang out in his triumph.
But the courtiers laughed, for the stag got
up and ran away!

The king was naturally angry at their
laughter and determined to get the stag and
followed it as quickly as he could. As they
ran they passed near a pit overgrown with
weeds, the bottom filled with water and the
stag, smelling the water, turned aside, but
the king could not stop himself and fell into
it.

As the stag ran on he realized that the
king was no longer running after him for
the footsteps had stopped. and he thought
to himself that he must have fallen into a
pit. So he turned back and. looking over
the edge., saw the king at the bottom. He
told him not to fear for he would save him.
and supporting himself on a rock he drew
him up. Then he put the king on his back
and running back set him down not far
from the courtiers. Before leaving him he
admonished and established him in the Five
Virtues. The grateful king asked him to
come to Benares with him, but he would
not.
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The following morning the king awoke
early and chanted aloud some verses In
connection with this event without giving
the details. His chaplain heard him and
realizing what had happened, said to the
king :

The stag that on a mountain steep thy quarry
was of late,

He bravely gave thee lhife, for he was free from
greed and hate.

Out of the horrid pit, out of decath’s jaws,
Leaning upon a rock (a2 friend at nced)

The great stag saved thee: so thou saidst with
cause,

His mind is far aloof from hate or greed.

Now the king was very fond of shooting.
and, though he no longer killed animals,
often practised with a 1drget One day while
thus practising with his chaplian by his
side he poised his arrow ready to shoot
when beitween him and the target appeared
the stag. Sakka, king of the gods, had
caused 1t to appear to be there to test the
king, and taking over the body of the
chaplain he told the king to shoot. The
king refused, even though threatened with
death, even though his wife and family
should be killed, for. he said:
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Once in a grisly forest full of dread,

That very stag saved me from hopeless woe.
How can | wish my benefactor dead

After such service done me long ago'!

Sakka was pleased and appeared in his
own form saying:

Live long on earth, O true and faithful heart,
Comfort with truth and goodness this domain;

Then hosts of maidens round thee shall attend
While thou as Indral mid the gods shalt reign.

From passion free, with ever-pcaceful heart,
When strangers crave, supply their weary need;

As power is given thee, give, and play thy part,
Blameless, till heaven shall be thy final meed.

The Buddha identified the birth saying
that at this time also Sariputta knew the
details of the story although only the general
terms had been given. for Sariputta was
the chaplain, Apanda the king, and 1
myself was the stag.”
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1. King of the heaven-world.
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THE CROCODILE AND
THE MONKEY

THis story was told by the Buddha when
he heard of yet another murderous attempt
by Devadatta to destroy him. This was not
the first time he had made attempts to kill
him (he said) and told the following story.

Once the life that was to become the
Buddha took form as a monkey and lived
on the banks of a wide river in the middle
of which was an island where mangoes and
other fruit grew in great abundance.

Every day he went to the island for his
food, returning home in the evening. To
reach it he took two great leaps, one that
took him to a rock about halfway to the
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island, and the other that brought him to
the foot of the fruit trees.

Unfortunately a crocodile lived in the river
with his wife, and often saw the monkey
make these journeys. The crocodile - wife
thought that such a large and beautiful
monkey would be good to eat and she asked
her husband to catch him for her one day
as he returned home. He promised that she
should have her fancy.

That day when the monkey was ready to
return he looked across at the rock. It
seemed further out of the water than usual,
yet this could not be so because the water
had not fallen. He reasoned with himself
that the only explanation for the phenomenon
was that something was sitting on the rock—
perhaps crocodile. He thought, therefore,
that he had better make sure that all was
well before he took his usuwal leap, and
he called out to the rock three times as if
addressing him. Naturally he got no response
and to make quite sure he asked the rock
why he was not talking to him that day!

The crocodile thought to himself that if
the rock usually answered the monkey he
ought to do so himself and so he asked him
what he wanted.
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