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l)n'ge {,.'." “Buddhiﬁm”

Gaumama repiicd by explaming the fundatuciis
trutiis of his system, an  exposition preserved (e
the Dhamma udLLn patattana Sutta, the Sutr. oo
the Foundation ¢f the kingdom of Righteousness
Tias expression 1< usually translated, Turning th.:
wheol of the law’, u'llich wlitle retaining the Bad-
dinst figure of speach, tails to l'epru‘cnt the idr_,..-
the hgure was meant to convey s the rendering in
the text gives up the tigure in ordLr to retain the
underlying meaning. The' Cakra (Pali Cakka) 1s no
ordinary wheel, it is the sign of dominion, and a
Cikravarti” 1s he whoe makes the wheels of s
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chariot roll unopposed over all the worid-a univer-
sal monar¢::. Dharma{P’ali Dhawama) is vot law,but
that which underlies and includes the law,=a word
often most ditficult to translate and best rendered
licre by freth or righteousness; whercas the ‘word
‘Law’ suggests (.u‘emonml chservances, outward
rutes, wrich 1t was  precisely  the object o
Gautaima > teaching to do wwayv witi. Pravigtana
(Palt pacattana) is'sctung i motion omwvards’™ the
commencement ot an action whicli s 10 continus.

The wi.cle phrase means, therefore, “To set roll-
g the roval chartot =wheel ot 4 universal cinpure
of truth and rightcousness ; but thits would sound
more grandtioquent to us than the original words
can have done 1in the cars of Buddhists, to whor
the allusicn to the Chakra was fannliar through its
conpection with ancient Hindu mythology. As we
cannof, thcerelore make use of this ficure without
adding explanatory words which spoil 1ts suaph-
city—1t 15 neccessary to choosc another, and the oue
sec above ts at once exact and appropriate.
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