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A Method of Teaching Pali in the Way
it is Directly Conducive
to the Practice of Theravada-Dhamma

Ven.Dr.Nodhinana
Assistant Lecturer (ITBMU)

[t is Pali which protects Theravada Buddhism
from damaging its pristine purity and is officially rec-
ognized as the only language of Thravada School by
the order of Samgha throughout its peaceful march
of more than 2500 years. Both Pali and Theravada
Buddhism are inseparably interlinked with each other.
So if today Pali vanishes from this earth, tomorrow
there will be certainly the end of Theravada Buddhism.
Therefore all Buddhists including laypeople should
learn Pali in every possiblc way. It 1s probable to say
that if people have more familiarity with Pali, there i1s
the less possibility of quick disappearance of
Theravada Buddhism. For the promulgation of
Buddha’s teaching, the study of Pali should not be
reserved only for Buddhist monks, but it should bc
also for lay people becausc their participation in
learning Pali will be one of the effective ways of
keeping Buddha's teachings lasting longer. It can be
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seen that all over the world there s increasing num-
ber of lay people who are interested in Theravada
Buddhism and are eager to learn Pali. As I have men-
tioned above, it can be taken that Learning Pah 1s di-
rectly or indirectly helpful to the practice or the propa-
gation and perpetuation of Buddha’s teaching.

For the title I would like to present the research
paper which discusses how Pali language should be
taught effectively based on my own expericnce of nine
years of teaching Pali in International Theravada Bud-
dhist Missionary University and State Pariyatti Sasana
University of Mandalay. There 1s no need to say that
the purpose of learning Pali is to fully and exactly
understand the genuine words of the Lord Buddha in
Five Nikdyas. It is extremely substantial to tind out
which way brings us into the perfect comprehension
of Pali within short period and makes us easily ac-
cess the original suttas.

The paper is especially intended to discuss the
method of teaching Pali to lay people. When Pili is
taught to lay people, the method should be so direct
and simple that within a few months they could read
original canonical suttas. The time should not be
wasted on some difficult parts of grammar which are
only intended for advanced learners and Pali schol-
ars. Therefore, the teacher should teach them impor-
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tant grammartical points only which a Pali student
should have known. For the remaining detailed and
complicated grammartical rules, the teacher should
discuss with his students while reading Pali sutras.
One improves his knowledge of any language by get-
ting much experience of reading.

Usually lay people start to study Pali at their
middle age when they have been graduated or have
reached their full maturity of knowledge or life-expe-
rience. So they are ready to absorb what the teacher
philologically explains about structural formation of
Pali words. Sometimes the nature and formation of Pali
words can be explained by comparing them with their
own language or a language to which they have al-
ready been used. It is extremely necessary for them
to understand the basic patterns of Pali sentences and
the formation of words. By understanding them, they
come to know that Pali is also a kind of human lan-
guage and is accessible to anyone. For the Pali teacher,
the first thing to do before he teaches Pali is that he
should get rid of his student’s preconceived idea that
Pali 1s adivine language and is so intricate that it could
not be understood by ordinary people. 1 do not mean
that Pali 1s not the sacred language and I would like
to just give pcople a message that if one has strong
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wish to comprehend it, he could get true knowledge
of Pali. It is very important to let students know that 1f
-anyone acquires a good method of learning Pali, he
will be skillful in Pali in any condition.

It is the best way to start from verbs in teaching
Pali. Most of words are derived from verbal roots and
most of sectence structures are built depending on
verbs. The teacher should teach conjugation of Pali
verbs at first and should explain the formation and
structure of those verbs. Before conjugation 1s ex-
plained, he should introduce them to seven types of
verbal groups which are considered by different con-
jugational signs. As a second step, students should
know the tenses which are used in Pali. Pali has more
precise explanation of tenses than any other modern
languages, but the usage of tenses, sometimes, 1S more
flexible. It is found that even the commentators use
the present form of verb to mean past time in their
commentaries. The followings are various tenses with
their Pali names.

(1) Present (Vattamana)

(2) Imperative(Pancami)

(3) Optative(Sattami)

(4) Imperfect(Hiyyattani)

(5) Aorist(Ajjatani)
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(6) Perfect(Parokkha)

(7) ruture(Bhavissanti)

(8) Conditional(Kalatipatti)

For the beginner, a study of Pali should begin
from the Present mode of verb, especially Active
(parassapada)of Present only, because it is easier for
them to learn and recite it. Based on Present, differ-
ent verbal groups such as Bhivadi, Rudadi and so on
can be explained. It is better for them to recite the
conjugation of present mode with different conjuga-
tional signs of verbal groups, which makes them eas-
ily remember these complicated forms of verbs. The
verbal groups should be explained as follows:

Name of Verbal groups Conjugational
Signs

(1) Bhavadi a’

(2) Rudadi (m)a’

(3) Divadi ya

(4) Syadi nu, na, una

(5) Kiyadi na

(6) Tahnadi 0, yira

(7) Curadi (n)c, (n)aya

Remark : In The Kaccayana ’ganhdti’ is explained
as Gahadi group using the conjugational
sign nhd; But from philological aspect it
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can be formed as " gah+ na+n’ and by trans-
posing the places of /1 and n, 1t becomes
ganhdti. So according to modern
philologists Gahadi group is not needed
to explain the word ’ganhati.’

[t can be seen that depending on a particular root
conjugation can be made with different tenses or based
on a particular tense conjugation can be made with
various types of verbal groups. It is very important
not to forget that for the particular tense or verbal
group exercises should be arranged at the end of les-
sons because 1t 1s very helpful to test their understand-
ing and their memory of lessons. With the conjuga-
tion of verbs some vocabularies such as nouns, ad-
jectives and adverbs should be 1ntroduced to the stu-
dents. Sometimes students should be asked about the
vocabularies and grammars of each lesson to check
whether they really understand them or not. They
should be asked to translate Pali sentences into En-
glish or Myanmar or from English or Myanmar into
Pali. In this way students will pay more attentions to
cach lesson, at the same time they will have more con-
{tdence 1n learning Pali lessons.

After teaching conjugation, it 1s time to introduce
them to Pali declension of nouns. According to the
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tradition of Pali grammar texts, there are thirteen
types of declensions of Pali nouns and pronouns which
are subdivided under the ending vowels of each noun,
namely, (1) Manoganadi (2)Purisadi (3)Gunavadi (4)
Pumadi (5)Gacchantadi (6)Satthadi (7)Nadadi
(8)Gahapatadi  (9)Sabbanama  (10)Cittadi
(11)Kaiinadi (12)Rajadi (13)Rattadi. With these thir-
teen different groups the nouns that are included in
particular division of declension should be pointed
out to enhance the appreciation of noun-declension.
But before starting declension it is necessary to clarify
genders and cases of nouns and most of all, to ex-
plain that the gender in Pali is completely different
from that of most modern languages. While students
are learning declension of nouns, the teacher should
explain about cases with examples. It is not adequate
to give mere explanations of each case without stat-
ing how it 1s used in the sentences. At first some use-
ful pronouns which are frequently met in the Pali
scriptures should be initiated to the students such as
ayam (this), ime(these), imd(these), tvam(you),
ko(who) and so on. They should be taught how per-
sonal pronouns are joined with the corresponding
verbs and how statement sentences are changed into
interrogative and negative ones. For example:
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Aham pacami.(I cook.) Mayam pacama. (We cook)
Tvam pacasi. (You cook)Tumhe pacatha.(You cook)
So pacati.(He cooks) Te pacanti.(They cook)
For interrogative sentence;
So pacati nu(Does he cook?) Te pacanti nu(Do they
cook?)
For negative sentence;
So na pacati.(He does not cook.) Te na pacanti.(They
do not cook)

Pali grammar works such as the Kaccayana and
the Moggalana byakarana tell us that there are seven
cases in Pali language, namely, Nominative, Vocative,
Accusative, Instrumental, Dative, Ablative, Ganitive
and Locative Cases. It is possible to say that Nomina-
tive Cases in Pali is equivalent to ’subject’ in English
and Accusative to ‘object’. Instrumental can be gen-
erally rendered as "with, by’ in English, Dative as ’to
or for’, Ablative as ’from’, Genitive as ’of’, Locative
as ’in, on, upon and at’, It can be said that the under-
standing of sentences in Pali texts lies in the knowl-
edge of Cases. So each Case should be explained in
detail with tull examples. Otherwise, declension and
conjugation will be meaningless to the students. This
makes them understand the relationship of Cases in
the sentence. It is great help for them to approach the
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original suttas that they come to discern how Cases
in tne sentences are related to each other. If the teacher
gives some exercises for each Case, it makes them
more understandabie and attracts their more interest
in Pali. Besides, some prefixes like ’pa, para, n1’, some
particles such as ’hi, ca and pana’ and some adverbs
such as ’ettha, tattha, tatra and yato’ should be told
to the students while they are studying the
declensional structure of nouns.

And then, some basic grammartical points such
as the usage of ’kriyavisesana’ (adverb), Kala-
accanta (duration of time), "addhd-accanta” (dis-
tance), "andadara"(genitive and locative absolute) and
so on which are exceedingly needed for reading ca-
nonical suttas should be explained with some ex-
amples. The Accusative case can be used as
"Kriyavisesana” (adverb); "manussa sigham
gacchanti” (lay people go quickly). It also expresses
"kala-accanta" (duration of time); "mdsamsodanam
bhuiijati, (he eats the curried rice the whole month).
"Addhd-accanta"(distance)is also expressed by the
Accusative case; "gdavutam pabbato digho" (the
mountain is a gavuta long). The term "anddura” means
that one does not take any account of something or
someone else. It can be put in Genitive and Locative
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case; "darakassa rudato pita pabbajati, darake
rudantasmim pita pabbajati(he enters into the order
of Samgha while his son(boy)weeps).

After having skill of conjugation and declension
acquired, the teacher, as a second step, should give
his students a brief account of "samasa(compound),
taddhita (secondary derivative) and kifa (primary de-
rivative). Two or more words cambined together to
form a single term are called a compound(samasa).
There are several varieties of compounds 1n Pali. Of
the first variety, the member is generally an abjective
and the second one 1s a noun. Crule forms(stems)are
combined and the last member 1s declined according
to its own gender. It 1s "Samasa" which is one of fun-
damental features of Pali language and which is in-
evitably met in Scriptures. It can be divided into six;
abyayibhava (Adverbial Compounds),
kammadhdraya (Descriptive Determinate Com-
pounds), digu (Numeral Determinate Compounds),
When words are formed by adding suffixes to nouns,
they are called "taddhita” (Secondary Derivative). The
suffixes that are to be added to nouns are classified
into Ssix groups as, 'dapacca (Patronymics),
anekattha(Miscellaneous), assatthi (Possession),‘
sankhya (Numeral), bhava (Abstract), abyaya (Pro-
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nominal). Kita (Primary Derivative)is formed by add-
ing suffixes to roots or verbal bases. The common
suffixes for primary Derivative are "fa, tva, tum, tabba
and aniya"

As I have discussed above, it is indispensable for
a student to know the information on some basic
grammartical points such as declension, conjugation
and syntax of sentences, the word-formations like com-
pound, primary derivatives and secondary derivatives
before he reads the sutta literature. But 1t 1s assumed
that after learning them, it is better to make students
directly read the cononical suttas rather than to waste
time analyzing some complete Pﬁ!i-English
Dictionary, for their Pali vocabulary may not be rich
enough to read the suttas. It is clear that he must need
his teacher’s help in the beginning of his reading when
some sentence patterns and idiomatic usages of Pali
gets him confused. With the help of the basic knowl-
edge of grammar and dictionary students will solve
themselves, to some extent, some problems which
they come across in the procedure of study of the
original suttas. It is certain that the suggestions and
advices of teacher speed up the progress of his
knowledge of Pali language and literature very
quickly. Gradually, they will have a lot of experience
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of reading Pali. While teaching sutra, the teacher
should sometimes introduce the commentarial and
sub-commentarial way of defining words to the
students. Thus the students will have a method of
reading commentarial and subcommentarial
literature. It is assumed that after learning the essential
points of grammar which helps reading canonical
literature, the direct study of surtas get them more
rapid improvement of knowledge of Pali. If one studies
Pali according to the method just discussed above, he
could see the Buddha Himself and enjoy the taste of
canonical literature. So it can be concluded that this
way of learning Pali is conducive to the practice of
Theravada-dhamma because it leads to directly
approach in the Buddha’s words. '
References:
Kaccayana-Byakarana by Acariya Kaccayana
Moggalana-Byakarana by Acariya Moggalana
Padaripasiddhi by Acariya Buddhappiya
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The word Pali means " The text’” though it has
now come to be the name of a language. Pali was the
language spoken by the Buddha and employed by Him
to expound His Doctrine of deliverance.

Magadhi was the real (original)name for Pali. Tt
was the dialect of the people of Magadha (Central
India)during the time of the Buddha (6" century B.c).
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The pure form of the provincial dialect, Suddha
Magadhi" was what the Buddha used as His medium
of instruction. Then Paili is strictly speaking the name
for the Buddhist canon. Nowadays the term Pali 1s
often applied to the language in which the Buddhist

texts or scriptures were written.”
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The word appamada( ¢ec:3 apramada o @o2C:
eqzcome@nn) was translated by many as vigilance, reli-

gion, deligence, reflection, earnestness and heedfui-
ness. Max Muller gives the literal meaning of the word
as the absence of that giddiness or thoughtlessness
which characterises the state of the mind of ordinary

people. The first verse ( 39e2306-3203 jo)is the key-
note of the whole chapter. The following verses 22-
32 talk about the results of the presence or absence
of appamada in an individual. The thoughts on the
verses may be controversial as the nature of the sub-
jects of these verses are controversial, 1.e. the subject
of the wise and the foolish, happiness and sorrow,
perfection and imperfection and in general the sub-
ject of good and bad. I consider all ethical questions
are controversial in nature depending on whether one
accepts or rejects an ultimate reality which pervades
the whole existence and toward which the whole his-
tory is moving or even if the ultimate reality of exist-

ence 1s accepted, these questions can be controver-

sial depending on how we consider the nature of the
ultimate reality. Therefore it is only relevant for us to
dwell on the discussion of the first verse instead of
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the whole chapter because the discussion of the whole
chapter is not possible without any agreement on the
first verse.

At the outset, I may state that for those who re-
ject the possibility of an ultimate reality the thoughts
on the whole of this chapter is meaningless nonsensc
therefore it may be a waste of time to dwell on a dis-
cussion of these. And for those who believe in an
ultinate reality governing the whole existence, this
chapter or at least verse 21 gives a tremendous mean-
ing and material to ponder.

It is interesting to find a christian note in the
first verse. Radhakrishnan translates:

Vigilence is the abode of eternal lhife,
thoughtlessness is the abode of death. Those
who are vigilent do not die. The thoughtless are
as if dead already..

Max Muller translates Earnestness is the
path of immortality; thoughtlessness is the path
of death. Those who are in earnest do not die:
those who are thoughtless are as if dead already.

Narada Maha Thera translates; Heedful-

ness is the path to the deathless; heedlessness

1s the path to death. The heedful do not die; the
heedless are like into the dead.

Sir Acharya Buddharakkhita. Heedfulness

1s the path to the deathless. Heedlessness is the
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path to death. The heedful die not. The heedless

are as 1f dead already.

[t is interesting as I said, to note the talk about
death and eternal life of deathless or immortality 1n
Dhammapada since life and death in Theravada are
merely phenomenon of change and these terms are
used here with ultimate meaning. It may be possible
to remove the christian note and give Buddhist mean-
ing by redefining these terms hence life means cessa-
tion of suffering or existence and death means bond-
age in suffering on one continues to live in existence.

Nevertheless the keynote of the teaching re-
mains the same, i.e the earnestness, vigilance of
thoughtfulness. Here I cannot help appreciate the at-
titude of the verse in the light of what Paul Tillich
calls *’Ultimate concern.” In the growing secularism
of the modern society, religiousness, piety, worship
or devotion is becoming, more and more a social or
cultural behaviours, and religion becames less and
less inportant in building a better society. The spiri-
tual values have become relative terms to denote the
nessary facets of inter personal relationships. Paul
Tillich 1964 realising the danger of this attitude, talks
about ultimate concern. He had written a book called
"Love, Power and Justice” which explores the depth
of these spiritual values and gives ultimate meaning
lo these terms. The relative meaning of these terns is
not possible without the ultimate ground which makes




0P EHPIBANPI000:G): 99

them possible or which gives them meaning. This
ground he calls God on the Ground of our being.

Tillich and the Buddhists, though of different
views or ultimate reality, are united in the attitude to-
ward life and existence in relation to the ultimate re-
ality. Any attempt to talk about religion or view lifc
and existence or merely to live the days of one’s span
of life must be out ultimate concern.

The life of man is not only on the surface but
has depth in his relation to his goal or the ultimate
ground. Therefore man cannot live thoughtless.

(The author is a converted Christian and he is
now residing in Canada, working with Buddhist Chris-

tian Dialogue. He studied at Indian Universities for
his M. A, and Ph.D degrees.)

21. APPAMADA VAGGA
Appamado amatapadam
pamado maccuno padam
appamatta na miyanti.
Ye pamatta yatha mata

(Khuddakapatha Pali)
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REASON FOR STUDYING
SANSKRIT LANGUAGE
IN RELATING TO PALI TEACHING

Dr. Hla Tun

QROMGHY:
8gmo%a€:>§ cpo']émeogx?
Retcorsobooghmapogiclafond

Introduction :- Sanskrit is one of the
oldest languages in the world. According to
the scholars, Sanskrit is the mother of all
languages. Sanskrit words and verbs (sabda
and kriya) can be found in each and every
languages of the entire world in form of
original Sanskrit or slightly or half changed
according to local language. Sanskrit
scholars can realize its enfluence with the
meanings.

Then why a linguist should learn the
Sanskrit? There are several reasons to study
the subtle and refined language of Sanskrit.
The sound, script, grammar, and systematic
nature of the language is charming in itself,
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something of great beauty. The study of
Sanskrit creates orderliness within the mind
because it is a highly systematic language,
reflecting the orderliness of nature itself.

Most students who study Sanskrit also
have aninterestinthe content ofthe Sanskrit
literature. This large body of literature is
enormously diverse, including such fields as
philosophy, science, arts, music, phonology,
grammar, medicine, mathematics, architect-
ure, history, education, logic etc. The literat-
ure can be understood in greaterdepth when
it is studied in its original language.

Even one will find that an introductory
knowledge of Sanskrit has great worth. Even
a little knowledge of Sanskrit is useful when
one read Pali, Prakrit, Magadhi and other
oriental languages. Even Sanskrit will help
to control speech and understand the
meaning over all languages, which will be
able to decide in pronunciation, understand-
ing the meaning of words and verbs. And
who knows? The study of Sanskrit could lead
to something farbeyond what we anticipated.
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Vedic and Classical Sanskrit :-
Sanskrit is divided into two principal parts
namely Vedic Sanskrit and Classical
Sanskrit. Vedas, Samhitas and Aranyakas
are belong to Vedic Sanskrit being with the
Rk-Samhita. Classical Sanskrit, which
includes several aspects, is the language of
Ramayana, Bhagavad-Gita, and the rest of
the Sanskrit literature.

Meaning of the word Sanskrit :-
Sanskrit word is combined by two words.
The term “Sanskrit” as used now means
‘'well done” or rectified. Sanskrit means
‘perfected’ or ‘put together’. "Sam means
‘together and "Arta means put’. There are
also some other meaning as purified and
‘well polished'.

Alphabet & Script :- The study of any
language beings with the study of alphabet,
both pronunciation and script. From the
beginning, the pronunciation of Sanskrit
should be relaxed and natural, without
straining. According to the Paniniya siksa,
33, Sanskrit should be pronounced with
sweetness and clearness.



0pO(C qPEBIOD000: g2 o

Both Vedic and Classical Sanskrit are
written in the Devanagari script. The
Devanagari means the “city (nagari) of
immortals (devas)’.

Alphabet : Vowels :-

(1) In Sanskrit,each letterrepresents
one and only one sound andg
there are no capital or small
letters. The alphabetis systema-
tically arranged according to the
structure ofthe mouth. In Englisi
orin Myanmarlianguage the letter
may indicate many sounds. In

~-Myanmar there are also no
capital or small letters.

(2) In Sanskrit there are two basic
divisions of the alphabet : (A)
Vowels (svara or sounded), (B)
Consonants (vyanjana or
manifesting). It can see the
same traditions in Myanma
alphabet and this tradition’'s
origin is the Sanskrit.
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Vowels can be either short
(hrasva) or long (dirgha) in
Classical Sanskrit, but in Vedic
Sanskrit according to Paniniya’s
Astadhyayi, Vowels are divided
into three parts namely short
(hrasva), dirgha (semi-long) and
Pluta (Long). Myanmar literature
regarding the vowels and
consonant, still following the
Vedic traditions.

Sanskrit Content in Palt and Myanmar

Languages

Myanmar language has a large

Sanskritic content which covers practicaily

every discipline of life. Alphabet is classified
according to the organ of pronunciation like
as well as in Sanskrit. There are five
categories namely Kantha (gutturals), 7alu
(palatals), Midrdha (cerebrals), Danta(dental)
and Ostha (labials).

Rasas, Alankaras, Gunas are same in

both literatures.
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Sanskrit vocabulary of Myanmar can
broadly be divided here in few categories :
One, where Sanskrit words are preserved
in their original Sanskrit pronunciation and
meaning (making allowance for slightly
different pronunciation) like Mocha for face,
Kavifor poet, Seik for mind, Mana for mind,
bathaforlanguage, Mangala for auspicious,
Rasa for test, and so on. Two, where words
keeping up their original Sanskrit form In
meaning undergo change in pronunciation,
major or minorn, like Natfor deva (Skt. Natha),
Thajafor sugar (Skt. Sakkara > Sakra), Than
for palm (Skt. Tala or Tada), 7han tor place
(Skt. Sthana), Kaya for body (Skt. Kaya),
Uyyan for garden (Skt. Udyana), Dana tor
charity or donation (Skt. dana), and dhana
for wealth (Skt. Dhanam), jana for people
(Skt. Janam),, Joh for planets (Skt. graha),
vath/, Utu and so on. Three, - and this
comprises the largest numbers of words-
which undergo change in pronunciation with
the combination words of Myanmar like, Meik
Swe for friend (mei/k is original Skt. Mitra or
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Mita for friend), Puro Heik for priest (Ski.
Purohita), Beik Theik Saya for priest (Skt.
Abhisekacarya), and so on.

With a bit of appreciation of Myanmar
phonology the Sanskritic words can easily
be connected with their Sanskrit originals.
The Sanskrit sounds are pronounced
differently in Myanmarthereby giving a word
a different appearance. It may take up here
a few sounds by'way of illustration. 7Thukha
(Skt. Sukha), Doukha (Skt. Duhkha),
Meikhtila (Skt. Mithila), Zeyawadi; (S kt.
Jayavati), Ahaya (Skt. Ahara), Thidar (Skt.
Sita), Detha (Skt. Desa), Dhammathat (Skt.
Dharmasastra), akatha (Skt. Akasa), Thaman
(Skt. Samanya), Thaba (Skt. Sabha), Pati
(Skt. Pati), Gon (Skt. Guna), Thetsa (Skt.
Satya), Thatti (Skt. Sakti), etc.

Whether Sanskrit entered into Myanmar
country through Paii which came with the
introduction of Buddhism or independently
via Kings or Ponnas is a matter of debate.
Evidences are not lacking in Myanmar even
of influence of Sanskrit over Pali, the most
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notable example of which is the word
Pyayikdein for calendar (Skt. Pratyekadina
or Preksadina means to see the day or
days), Thengyan (Skt. Sankranta means
transition, Transferred, or any planetary body
from one zodiacal sign into another), and so
on. |

The names of the days too have
Sanskritic origin. As against the Sanskrit
practice of adding the word Vara or Vasara
signifying day afterthe names ofthe planets
Myanmar has the word Nay(= day) preceding
them :

Myanmar Sanskrit
Taninganwe Nay Ravivasarah
Taninla Nay Candravasarah
Aeinga Nay Angaravasarah
Boudahu Nay Buddhavasarah
Kyathapaday Nay Brhaspativasarah
Thoukya Nay Sukravasarah
Sane Nay Sanivasarah

While talking of the names of days, it is
interesting to note that Myanmar has a very
peculiar word for calendar. Itis Pyekkhadein
which is very close to Sanskrit.
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Even it is also to note that so many
towns in Myanmar has Sanskritic name, for
example: Okkala (Utkal), Thaketa(Saketa),
Ketumati, Hansavati, Usavati, Dagon etc.

The knowledge of Sanskrit should
definitely supportin relating to Paliteaching.

In conclusionitcan prove that Myanmar
known as Brahma or Brahmadesa in the
ancient times, links with India going back to
thousands of years. And strongest of these
links, apart from religion and culture is
Sanskrit with which the Myanmarese
developed a sense of belonging since very
early times.

Dr. Hla Tun
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E.W.Adikaram’Early History of Buddhism in Cevlon.
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In 2500 years of Buddhism, King Airuddha returned
in triumph and brought back with him not only King
Manuha captive, but all the monks, and the Buddhist
scriprures and relics which were carried by thirty-two

elephants.(An article)
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