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NEW TIMES OF BURMA.

Saturday, October 20, 195§1I.

ABHIDHAMMA DAY

(KOYIN SETKEINDA.)

Burma is deservedly noted for its
Abhidhamma studies, and the Full
moon day of Thadingyut is celebra-
ted as the Abhidhamma Day i1n
Burma. This day is chosen because
it is believed that it was on the Full
moon day of Thadingyut that our
Lord Buddha came down to earth,
at Sankassa from Tusita Heaven
where he spent the 7th Vassa prea-

hing Abhidh is Mother , . ! -
ching Abhidhamma to Fis Mother .ot By * o )0 themselves, which

who was reborn there as Santussita
Deva. The Buddha was flanked by
the Sakka Lord of Tavatimsa
Heaven, and a Brahma as he came
down to earth and his arrival was
celebrated by illuminations by the
residents of Siankassa, which gave
rise to the custom of celebrating
the lighting festival in Thadingyut.

Al the last celebration of the
Abhidhamma Dav, which was held
in the City Hall, Ringoon, the Hon,
Thakin Nu also attended and gave
encouragement by making a speech.
This is as it should be as our leader
i1s noted as much for his piety and
interest in the spread of the religion
of his faith as for his patriotism. In
the account as reported in the
Burmese papers there is a reference

to the Lord Buddha’s visit to the
Deva world to preach the Abbhi-
dhamma to the crowd of Devas and
Brahmas headed by His Mother—
the Santussita Deva.

Now this story of the Lord
Buddha'’s visit to the Deva world to
preach the Abhidhamma was never
mentioned . by the Lord Buddha
Himself. There is no reference to

are the canonical works of
Buddhism. This story was first men-
tioned by the commentator DBud-
dhaghosa who flourished in the hfth
century A.D. He mentioned it in
his commentary on Kathavatthu,
one of the seven books of Abhi-
dhamma which deals with Points of
Controversy on doctrinal matters
which had arisen after the Parinirva-
na of the T.ord Buddha. bSome,
including a number of Buddhists
in Burma, is inclined to take it just
as a pure invention of Buddhaghosa,
as a little funny story.

Buddhaghosa was not even origi-
nal in creating this story. Asanga,
who with his brother Vasubandhu,
was the founder of the Yogavacara

(?)
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School of Buddhist Thought also
pretended to have received his
inspiration from visiting Mectteyya
the future Buddha in the Tusita
Heaven. As Asanga flourished in
the 3rd and 4th centuries A.D,, it
must “be DBuddhaghosa who bor-

rowed the idea from Asanga in
regard to the story about the Lord
Buddha'’s vistt to the Deva world
to preach Abhidhamma, In the
case of Asanga, it 1s natural that he
should pretend that he received

inspiration from Metteyya who is a

future Buddha. In the case of  the
Lord Buddha, as He is alrcady the
Fully-Enlhightened One, He could
not very well be aid to have
received 1nspiration from any one,
even if that one be a Deva or
Brahma. So Buddhaghosa had to
invent the story that the Buddha
went to the Deva world to preach
Abhidhamma to His Mother.

The story of wvisiting the Deva
world is a common fiction in those
days. It 1s a sort of an idiomatic
expression to indicate any great
transition 1n thought. Buddhaghosa
was an tlluminati of the Mahavihara
Monastery of Ceylon and it is now
well-known that in the rival Abhaya-
giri Monastery of Ceylon, Buddhist
teaching according to the (Northern)
Indian School of Thought was
imparted. It is'natural that the story
of Asanga’s visit to the Tusita
Heaven must be well-known to the
teachers and students of Abhayagiri
Monastery, and it must be to out-
rival them that Buddhaghosa
invented the story of the Buddha's
visit to Tusita Heaven. If the story
is accepted as an idiomatic expres-
sion to indicate any great transition
in thought, 1t is natural. But to
accept the story literally demands
an effort 1n credulity on the part
of believers even.

“True copy ”?
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